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Five years to the month after Protext version | was 
launched Arnor are pleased to present version 5, an enormous leap 
forward in both ease of use and performance. 


Protext 5.0 introduces a completely integrated system of pull down menus 
and dialogue boxes. The menus are among the many operations that may now 
be carried out with either the mouse or the keyboard. Protext really does give 
you the best of both worlds. 


Protext 5.0 handles printer fonts flexibly and accurately. You can make full use 
of any number of proportional printer fonts, mix them freely within any line, 
centre them in headers, use automatically formatted footnotes. And Protext 
correctly formats your text as you type it, no matter how many font changes 
you use, showing you line and page breaks exactly as they will be printed. 


Protext 5.0 is still the fastest word processor around. Even though we have 
made all these major improvements we have taken great care to ensure that 
text editing is as fast as ever. The menus work smoothly and quickly even 
with high resolution displays. But of course, you can use Protext’s efficient set 
of commands and keys just as before and 5.0 remains compatible with all 
earlier versions from 1.0 onwards. 

Protext 5.0 is a worthy successor to version 4, which was described as “the 
best word processor at any price”, “the best text processor on the Amiga” 
and “the most powerful word processor on the Atari ST” (AUI, ST/Amiga 
Format, ST User). 


Protext 5.0 heralds.a new era of multi-lingual European software, in time for 
1992 and the opening up of Eastern Europe. Protext may be used in at least 
27 different languages and has 10 

different national keyboard layouts 7? 23 eC) > 
built in (plus the capability to define g 

your own symbols and | } 
keyboard layouts). | 


Prices 


Protext 5.0 


Protext 4.2 
Prodata 1.1 


Notes: 


2 Ga." 


Arnor Ltd (amc), 611 Lincoln Road, Peterborough, PE] 3HA. Tel: 0733 68909 (24 hr), Fax: 0733 67299 


yl from v4.2 
tom earlier versions 


PROIEK@sD SO 


vx New fast & easy to use pull down 
menu system with dialogue boxes and 
alerts; fi selector; mouse dragging to set 
blocks. Menus complement existing 
commands and keyboard shortcuts, do 
‘not replace them. Menus may be used 
with mouse or keyboard. Amiga version 
follows Intuition guidelines. 


2x Enhanced printing capabilities supports multiple proportional fonts; mixing of 
different font sizes on the same line; proportional formatting whilst editing; side 
margin, headers and footers independent of main text font. Tabs, decimal tabs and 
centre tabs. Extensive range of printer drivers supplied. 


“x Multiple file editing - up to 36 files may be open; split screen editing. 


2 Graphics mode support on PC allows use in virtually any text or graphics mode 
including 132 column or 75 line VGA modes; user defined characters and on-screen 
bold, italics and underlining now on all versions; use of 13 different accents on any 
character. 


2 Language support includes Albanian, Basque, Czech, Danish, Dutch, English, 
Esperanto, Estonian, Flemish, Finnish, French, German, Hungarian, Irish, Italian, Latin, 
Lithuanian, Norwegian, Polish, Portuguese, Rumanian, Serbocroatian, Slovak, Spanish, 
Slovene, Swedish, Welsh. (Note: some printers do not support all languages). 


“x Index and contents generation. Indexer takes marked words or phrases; contents 
entries automatically taken from titles wrapped in control codes; many options for style 
of contents output. 


“x Spelling checker features completely new 110,000+ word Collins dictionary with very 
fast phonetic lookup. Anagrams and find word pattern. Foreign language dictionaries 
(German, Swedish available now, others to follow). 


2 Many other enhancements including multi-line footnotes and endnotes; automatic 
timed save; add column or row of figures; indent tabs; find word at cursor; 40 column 
mode support; sentence operations; inter- paragraph space; much improved expression 
evaluator; self incrementing variables; Roman numerals; newspaper-style column 
printing; file sorting utility with special options for names and addresses; revised manual 
plus new tutorial guide. 


“x And don’t forget Protext still includes background printing; box manipulation; 
macro recording; exec files; headers and footers; find and replace; mail merging; 
undelete; file conversion utility; configuration program; auto reformatting; on screen 
help; time and date; typewriter mode; line drawing; disc utilities. 


Protext 5.0 may be purchased from any good computer shop or any from Arnor. Upgrades from earlier versions 
are only available from Arnor and the original discs should be returned with your order. 


PC Amiga ST/TT Archimedes 
£149.95 £149.95 £149.95 £149.95 

£60 £60 £60 N/A 

£75 £75 £75 N/A 

£99.95 £99.95 £99.95 N/A 

£79.95 £79.95 £79.95 due 1991 QI 


Protext 5.0 requires at least 640K of memory on all machines 
Protext 4.2 requires at least 512K of memory on all machines 
Prodata requires 1MB of memory on the Amiga 
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“UNLEASH THE POWER OF YOUR AMIGA” 


@ B5000-25 Faster than the CBM A3000-25 @ 
@ 500-1000% Faster than your Amiga @ 
@ Massive 4-32Mb of superfast memory @ 
@ 100% Software compatibility @ 


@ Plug-in up to a 50 MHz Maths Co-Pro @ 

@ B5000 has advanced 32-bit Paged-Mode design @ 
@ 32-bit Kickstart — five/ten times faster @ 

@ Three models — A5000-16/B5000-25/B5000-40 @ 


£295 £5995 £1162 


THE COVERDISK 


Rollerpede: Game of the 
month is a good place to start 
if you're looking for quality /r», 
games with a zero price tag, 
and this month's all-action 
effort is no exception. /y, 
Rollerpede will keep Pi, 
you enthralled for /“% 
weeks! 


Pit your wits against some cun- 
ning problems in this superb demo of the 
HatRack Adventure Generator 


Musical madness!: we've gone bonkers! Not only have we 
packed TWO great tunes into this month's Tune-of-the-Month, 
we've also included some of the best samples you'll hear on any disk 


}JMenu: Now you too can produce professional menus from a 
script file. JMenu does it all with ease and simplicity 


ImageED and PasteGadgets: Use this excellent combi- 
nation of utilities for complete control over your system gadgets. 
Ideal for programmers and those with the urge to customise 


Encrypt: Protect sensitive files from prying eyes with this handy 
utility. Make sure you're the only one who can get to that electronic 
filofax! 


ColourKwik: capture the coolest colours for your Workbench 
and save them to disk with ColourKwik. No Bp» 

more messing about trying to match that per- 

fect shade of blue — just click to save it out! / 
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MANAGING EDITOR: Derek Meakin 

PUBLISHER: Richard Williams 
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DEPUTY FEATURES EDITOR: Paul Austin 

TECHNICAL EDITOR: Stevie Kennedy 
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Cotter-Cairns, Don Maple, Paul T. Whitely 
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Amiga Computing is an independent publication and Commodore Grrors in articles, listings or advertisements. 
Business Machines (U.K.) Ltd fs not responsible for any of the 


opinions expressed. 
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Europa House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP. 
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Hit the right The best Lights! 

note! Tune in to advice for Camera! 
Britain's most coders — Action! 

lyrical music assembled just Desktop Video 
page for you news 
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REGULARS FEATURES 


What's new Back to the future 

If it's happening, it's here. Six pages packed After Amiga Computing's 3rd birthday party 

with the latest news, including location reports........ 9 Eddie McKendrick gets nostalgic ..........s.secssseseree» 38 
Public Domain Write like a pro 

Our regular guide to the best in free software. Stevie Kennedy takes a look at the latest 

Paul Austin sorts out the best from the rest......... 79 version of the Prowrite word processor .......:+:++++: 65 


Beginner's guide: CLI The hard stuff 


Confused by the Amiga's Command Line? Our Technical Editor gets knee-deep in the 67 
Let Stevie Kennedy lead the Way ...........:ecsseseseee 85 latest Amiga hardware offeringS.............sss0s0s0e» 


Gallery Going for Gould 


Proudly presenting a two page showcase Chairman of Commodore, Irving Gould has 

of the very best Amiga art.............ccssssseseseeveseeeees 88 quite a bit to say. Don Maple listens in...............++ 7 3 
ACAS The magic of MED 

The Amiga Computing Advice Service is Paul Austin takes a look at the built-in sample 

always at hand with tech help ..........esesessese0» 1 1 7 editor sported by our old friend MED 3 .............+ 95 
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ESP 


Ezra Surf's Postbox is crammed full of Amiga 
related correspondence from far & wide......... 


Ave ge 


Rock Lobster 2 
In the true tradition of "...and finally" the 1 46 Intensive care 


Amiga Computing team wind down..............+ What do you do if your Amiga's heart stops 99 


beating? Consult our silicon surgeon ............0:000 
|THE GAME ZONE _| Expand and deliver 
The section of Amiga Computing that takes having Jason Holborn continues his quest to 
fun seriously! Previews, charts and tips not to mention expand your Amiga to bursting point............. 1 07 


reviews of BRAT, BARDS TALE III, A10 TANK KILLER, 


EYE OF THE BEHOLDER, WARLOCK, PGATOURGOLF ~The Saxon angle 
= arene Hl. Get your joystick 43 Richard Williams test drives the latest 
ready FOF ACtION » cpcoscsensosespesmanasaizessncemsteaveiniend Amiga Desktop Publishing SENSATION vocccceoeeoeee 1 1 2 


COMPETITION 


It's our birthday, and to celebrate we are 

giving away a spectacular competition 

prize. Remember if you don't enter you 

CAME;WIN! osscsnstasuscsnscessnasensansrusvecacaceverinsbusss 1 2 1 
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A NEW DI 


ay SOCCER S 


= - BLISTERING PACE 
- PIXEL PERFECT PASSING 


- SUPERB TACTICAL 
GAMEPLAY 


KICK OFF 2 greatly enhances the gameplay of KICK OFF, winner of the THE GAME OF THE YEAR in the 
U.K,, and similar awards right across Europe. A host of new features have been added to the ones that 
enthralled players the world over. 


* Full size multi-directional scrolling pitch with the players, ST ACTION - The best game ever to grace the ST. Highest accolade 
markings etc. in correct proportion. Ican give. 
* 1 to 4 players option. (Amiga and ST only) AMIGA USER INT - The best computer game ever 97% 
* 2 players TEAM option against the computer or 2 other players. pied oar : a oh Bolin aso. 
Hundreds of players each with a unique combination of = ae ee. tak Oe ; 
ening (star pace, etc.) and skills (passing, shooting, teal Sere = the Math, ia: 20x oireny miaciinee 247 
ng, etc. IRMAT - ! : : 
. perpen . be eect a a pase, EOE ae CE retried exrne ever. 92% 
ead or chip the and do g es. : Es 
* Set piece, FREE KICKS including dummles and the ability tip SACK STOW. Surpasses all oer ootbell ges S3% 
* 9 eas of a itches with full Bera oe shot ret Long se = Se yng sport of Daliant 
and shot throw ins! ; Be healt EXPRESS - Computer football event of 
* Team selection from a squad of 16 with substitution and a ras 
chiatne Sitechcs. AMIGA & ST £19.99 EXP. AMIGA £24.99 


* 


League and cup competitions with Extra Time, Injury Time 
and sudden death penalty shoot outs. 


IBM (AT & XT Turbo, EGA & VGA) £24.99 , 

* Facility to view, edit and save the Action Replays and create CBM 64 - SPECTRUM - AMSTRAD £9.99, £14.99 
a Golden Shots disc.(Excl. IBM & CBM 64) - 

* Facility to load Player Manager teams and tactics for a single or league game. 


* Redand yellow cards, 16 different referees, injury time and a host of features to create an atmosphere for a game which is 
real fun to play 


An International class player takes charge of a third division club as Player Manager. His briefis simple 
-Bring Back The Glory Days. 

His success depends on his playing skills on the pitch and managerial skills in devising winning tactics, 
aquiring the right players from the transfer market and building a team worthy of the highest honours. 
* Unique facility to design and implement your own tactics. 

* Over 1000 individual players, each with a unique combination of attributes and skills. 

* A lively transfer market. Haggle for the best deal. 

* 4 division league and a cup tournament with sudden death penalty shoot out. 

The eg hed Manager brings the every day realities of a manager's life, his talents as a manager and a 
player, his triumphs and his failures into a sharp FOCUS. 

ST. ACTION - A stroke of pure genius. eo 

THE ONE - An exceptional football management simulation, Potcnding depth: Most involved, rewarding and playable. om 


THE ACE - Successfully blends challenging soccer management with frantic end to end arcade action. 920 
NEW COMPUTER EXPRESS - The sheer depth i is incredible. A definitive management mune 


COMMODORE USER - At last a management game that reams —— : 
true management skills - awinner. 94% : E 5 
ST FORMAT. Brit aa le AMIGA-ST £19.99 

AMIGA FORMAT - Enthralling and addictive. 93% os ce all 
ZZAP - Best football management game ever written. 92% 


THE FINAL WHISTLE 
Amiga - ST £12.99 (Rel. Nov.) 


[ENSION IN 
IULATIONS 


9 J - Rel. Nov.) - 
or KO2 with full 


European cup 
inners Cup. — 


rope on one 


Heralded the American computer 
role-playing game of the year! 


Based on Twenty-eight planets and 
satellites to explore in eight 
Megatraveller by systems filled with exciting 
Game Designer. Ss puzzles, dangerous subjects and 
Workshop, the seers characters to 
world's most sae 
popular science- "Megatraveller 1 is one of the best 
fiction gaming science-fiction role-playing 
sys tem games ever for the computer" 
.. ; "Megatraveller 1, a game that 


The most sophisticated truly warrants the highest level of 
character generation praise, the attention to 
system ever devised: getail makes it 
five military classes, exceptional’ 
more than seventy 


g talents and (Quotes taken from 
(e) abilities. Allows Dragon magazine US and 
ae} Quest Busters magazine US) 
a player to control 
character development spumpeapamiaaatens = 
through five services: Army, Navy, 
iy) Marines, Merchants and Scouts. 2 ( ‘ 
z TAKES SCIENCE FICTION ROLE-PLAYING LIGHT YEARS FORWARD y ( v- Ep <i 


no. 1 best 
selling book has now 
turned 

into the no.1 best 
selling game 

Team Yankee is the definitive action simulation of modern tank warfare. 


"Team Yankee.... the critics' choice" 
Team Yankee is designed to test your leadership and tactical skills to the 


quick. I 
AMIGA FORMAT STRATEGY PLUS — es 


Team Yankee presents a game, This is a game and a half! 
in a sims clothing, which when The use of four screens in 
dealing with tanks has to be the one is simply brilliant - at 
perfect approach! times it's almost like 

playing on four 
ACE computers at once! 
The blend of thought and I quickly found z 
reflexes required to play Team myself hookedona / S 
Yankee is exactly right! genre of game f: sige se oe 

which previously /Mjpap-<ag 
ST FORMAT held no interest. “SStg lien ssh “Gre a 
Hunting the Red Bear has never ~e 5 
been so much fun! AMIGA ACTION = 5 
You won't be able to tear yourself The tanks have been superbly ‘ é 
away from Team Yankee! animated, with great attention to detail! Lf? See |i qe peat 


This has to be a must for everyone! 


EMPIRE SOFTWARE, 4 THE STANNETTS, LAINDON NORTH TRADE CENTRE, 
BASILDON, ESSEX SS15 6DJ. TEL: 0268 541212 


se AVAILABLE NOW FOR 


RI ST, COMMODORE AMIGA AND IBM PC & COMPATIBLES 


ATA 


CDTV 


- the wait 
Is over! 


Commodore finally stop crying wolf 
and unveil a CD player that thinks it’s 
an Amiga, as Eddie McKendrick reports 


MONTHS of speculation about 
Commodore's fledgling multi- 
media product CDTV are finally 
over. On Tuesday April 30 
Commodore officially intro- 
duced their Dynamic Total 
Vision to the world. 

Due to go on sale later this 
year with a price tag of around 
£700, CDTV is similar in appear- 
ance to a standard compact disc 
player, but it is capable of a vari- 
ety of interactive leisure and 
educational applications. 

With the CDTV, users will be 
able to simultaneously call up 
video images, text, graphics and 
stereo audio through a simple 
infra-red remote control unit. 

The greatest potential for 
CDTV lies in the educational 


Delivering the shh 


field where programs are being 
developed which exploit the 
machine’s multimedia capability. 

A Commodore spokesman 
explained: “You can call up a 
picture of the African bush con- 
taining a number of wild ani- 
mals. 

“Using the control unit you 
can then select one of the ani- 
mals and up on screen comes a 
detailed picture with descriptive 
text and the sound of the partic- 
ular animal or a commentary.” 

A pilot scheme underway 
with Derbyshire County Council 
is using CDTV to teach Japanese 
to local schoolchildren. 

As well as hearing the spoken 
language, children are able to 
see pictures depicting Japanese 


Independent research commissioned by Amiga Computing has revealed 
that major High street outlets do not expect to have large stocks of 
Commodore's CDTV home entertainment system until October. 

Despite the official launch our survey showed that CDTV is likely to be a 
slow starter with one retail chain expecting only small stocks by mid-May 
and others still in the dark about availability. 

Information for the buying public is woefully inadequate. Under the 
guise of a customer keenly interested in buying CDTV, our researchers con- 


tacted approved stockists Dixons, John Lewis 
and Comet. Sales staff in one major Dixons 
outlet thought CDTV was “a sort of televi- 
sion” while staff at another branch asked: “Is 
it some kind of games console?” Neither had 


any knowledge of availability. 


A third Dixons store said they had no idea 
when they would get CDTV but they would 
try and order it while the manager of a fourth 


©CDTV may be here a: as 
far asCommodore is «rea 
concerned, but no-one hae ‘a 
told the High Street? 


WHAT’S 


Now 


culture. As no keyboard is neces- 
sary, CDTV can be operated by 
people with no previous key- 
board experience. 

CDTV exploits the technology 


outlet said: “We've got it in our price list pb 
delays | don’t think we will have iti in stoc 


£599.99.” Our SL ; 
in London's Oxford sey Even | 


October. 


sie He 


It will ‘cost. £599.9 


of CD-ROM (compact disc read 
only memory) using discs with a 
storage capacity equivalent to 
around 720 floppy disks our 
about 250,000 pages of text. 
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Smooth operator 


ANTIA is a font enhancement utility 
which performs an anti-aliasing pro- 
cess on normal Amiga fonts. 

From one original font size, it can 
produce up to nine scaled down ver- 
sions, anti-aliased using four brightness 
levels. 

AntiA runs on all Amigas. It can 
handle type sizes up to 300 points, 
although a 512k machine will be limit- 
ed to sizes of around 200 points. A 
68020/30 is useful in speeding up the 
processing of very large point sizes, but 
not essential. AntiA is available now at 
a RRP of £40. Contact ZEN Computer 
Services on 061 793 1931 


24 bits on the side 


AMIGA screen files can now be con- 
verted into 24 bit colour slides or 
film of full cinema quality thanks to a 
new development from Amiga 
Centre Scotland (031 557 4242). 

Cine Link is a module for use with 
the company’s Image Link package, 
now re-christened Rastar Link. It 
drives a number of digital film 
recorders, allowing Amiga files to be 
transmitted to them via the SCSI 
port. 

They are then converted into 
2,000 or 4,000 line resolution pic- 
tures. Cine Link can also be teamed 
with a cine camera to produce cine 
film animations in up to 4,000 line 
resolution and full 24 bit colour. As 
Amiga Computing went to press, the 
price of Cine Link was not definite 
but should be in the region of £230. 
Raster Link costs £155. This provides 


Amiga’s in education go down a bundle 


COMMODORE has escalated its assault on the education 
market by offering education authorities and schools the 
chance to buy an Amiga 500 and one of 14 software 
packages for £299 plus VAT - a saving of £100. 

The offer has been made in response to education 
minister Kenneth Clarke’s request for computer manufac- 
turers to be competitive in their education pricing. 

It includes a 500 with 1Mb of ram and a choice of 
Amiga Logo with Talking Turtle, DPaint II, DPrint Il, 


Dpaint III, BBC Emulator, 
Fanta Vision, MaxiPlan 500, 
Superbase Personal, ProWrite 
2.5, Music Mouse, Dr. T’s 
Music Recording Studio, 
InfoFile, Photon Paint or 
Spritz. 

To ensure that those tak- 
ing advantage of the offer 
are bona fide education 
users, Commodore are deal- 
ing with all orders them- 


selves — passing them on to accredited dealers in the 
appropriate area. “We are policing this offer very closely 
to make sure that the right people are buying the com- 
puters,” said Commodore's national sales manager for 
education, Peter Talbot. “So far we have had tremendous 
response from the government right down to the schools 
themselves. We have a growing market share in educa- 
tion and there hasn’t been an offer as keen as this one 
before”. Commodore spokesman Andrew Ball added that 
in the first month alone, 
sales on the offer had 
totalled £250,000. Schools 
wanting to buy the package 
must provide either their 
DES number or an official 
purchase order and the offer 
closes on May 31. 

Further details can be 
obtained from Commodore's 
education sales desk on 
0628 779677. 


©0008 
“We have a 
growing market 
share in 
education and 
there hasn’'t 
been an offer as 
keen as this one 


before” 
Peter Talbot 


all the software necessary for the 
conversion but the real shock to the 
wallet comes with the purchase of 
digital film recorders which can run 
into thousands of pounds. 


Under the Spell 


SPELL!, the computerised aid to 
spelling that is now selling in 
record numbers to Amiga users, 
has found a new fan — Minister of 
Education Tim Eggar. 

He has written to Nicholas 
Winterton MP, another admirer of 
the program: "The Government 
welcomes such initiatives as a way 
of raising standards in our schools." 

And he added: "The Secretary of 
State is concerned at the perceived 
decline in the standard of spelling 
among young people and is keen 
that everyone in the world of edu- 
cation should take serious steps to 
improve those standards. Good 
spelling is essential in all branches 
of knowledge". 


Spurious price cuts 


FOLLOWING reports of price cuts 
for top-end Amigas in the USA, 
Commodore UK spokesman 


Andrew Ball has discounted 
suggestions that the same 
could happen on this side 
of the Atlantic. 

He told Amiga Comput- 
ing: “These are just spuri- 
ous rumours.” 

The American price cuts 
take in both Amiga 2000 
and 3000 ranges and vary 
from 10 to 26 per cent. 
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The Lowe 
down 
on ACS 


MANAGING director Martin 
Lowe reports that Amiga 
Centre Scotland have 
embarked on a substantial 
change of direction. They are 
now concentrating on 
developing low-cost advanc- 
ed technology for business, 
television, the professions 
and education. 

“We intend to provide an 
environment where a busi- 
ness or education customer 
can be shown a complete 
range of computing hard- 
ware and software, where 
they can examine and try our 
equipment and where techni- 
cal requirements can be iden- 
tified and satisfied,” he told 
Amiga Computing. 

“Too few people and corporations in the UK are aware of the power 

and price advantages of using the Amiga system. A fully-implemented 
version of AT&T Unix System V, release 4, is now available on the Amiga. 
Internationally, many broadcast and video professionals have already dis- 
covered the Amiga.” 
The validity of his decision was underlined by the successful appear- 
ance of AMS’s 32-bit graphics board at top European computer 
show CEBIT where it attracted interest and orders from 40 coun- 
tries. 

“Commodore displayed four of our boards on their trade 
stand,” said Lowe. “Japanese company Sharp also showed the 
Harlequin/Amiga combination displaying images captured with 
their top of the range scanners. 

“Software developers in Europe and America are already pro- 

ducing programs to take advantage of our technology.” 

— Features in previous issues of Amiga Computing, the Harlequin 
board substantially reduces the cost of generating broadcast quali- 

ty, full colour images with an Amiga. 


Martin Lowe 


Silica presents some great 
offers on the award winning 
range of high quality dot 
matrix printers from Citizen. 
Each Citizen printer is built in 
the UK to exacting standards, 
ensuring superb reliability 
and a very high quality of 
output. Our confidence in the 
quality of Citizen printers is 
such that we are pleased to 
offer a unique two year 
guarantee with every printer. 
Plus, if you purchase your 
Citizen printer from us, we 
will give you a Silica Printer 
Starter Kit (worth £29.95), 
FREE OF CHARGE! 


Next Day - Anywhere in the UK mainland 


Worth £29.95 - With every Citizen printer from Silica. 


Worth £39.95 - With Swift 9 and Swift 24 printers. 


Silica offer a 2 year warranty (including the printer head) 
with every Citizen printer purchased from Silica. 


Free Windows 3.0 driver - In the Silica Starter Kit. 


Technical support helpline open during office hours. 


Citizen printers are manufactured to high standards. 


14.4 oiner 


CITIZEN 120D+| CITIZEN 124D |SWIFT9 SWIFT 24 - 


The Citizen 120D+ is one of the UK's best selling 
printers. It has a stylish appearance and excellent 
features and performance for such an inexpensive 
printer. The 120D+ is available with either a serial 
or parallel interface and is an ideal first printer. 
@ 9-pin Printhead 

@ Print Speed 144cps Draft 

@ 30cps NLQ 

@ Epson & IBM Graphics Emulation 

© Pull Tractor & Bottom Feed 

@ Superior Graphics - 240x216dpi 

@ FREE Starter Kit 


£233.83 
STARTER KIT .... £29.95 


TOTAL RAP: £263.78 
SAVING: £112.20 


SILICA PRICE: £151.58 


PRINTER 
ACCESSORIES 


PRA1242 124D/Swift 9/24 ........ 
ORIGINAL RIBBONS 
RIB 3520 120D/Swift 9 Black 
RIB 3924 124D/Swift 24 Black . 
RIB 3936 Swift 9/24 Colour 


PRA1236 Swift 9/24 


PRA1200 120D 

PRA 1215 124D/Swift 9/24 

PRA1228 124D/Swift 9/24 ........ 
SERIAL INTERFACES 

PRA 1189 1200+ : 

PRA1209 Swift 9/124D . 

PRA 1709 Swift 24 


The award winning Citizen 124D brings high quali- 
ty 24-pin dot matrix printing within every computer 
users reach. It is the ideal choice where high quali- 
ty printing is required at a budget price. 

@ 24-pin Impact Printer 

@ Print Speed 144cps Draft 

@ 2 LQ Fonts (48cps) 

© 8K Buffer 

@ Epson, IBM & NEC P6+ Emulation 

@ Advanced Paper Parking 

@ Superior Graphics - 360x360dpi 

@ FREE Starter Kit 


£29.95 
TOTAL RRP: £322.53 
SAVING: £112.20 


SILICA PRICE: £210.33 


STARTER KIT .... 


SHEET FEEDERS 

weve £71.38 
. £88.70 
.. £42.00 


.. £56.45 
£32.25 

PRINTER STAND 

« £24.03 


COLOUR KITS 


SILICA SYSTEMS OFFERS YOU 


of £13 million. With our unrivalled experience and 
expertise, we can now claim to meet our customers 
requirements with an understanding which is second 
to none. But don't just take our word for it. Complete 
and return the coupon now, for our latest Free 
literature on the Citizen printer range and begin to 
experience the ‘‘Silica Systems Service’’. 


@ FREE OVERNIGHT COURIER DELIVERY: On all hardware orders shipped in the UK. 
@ TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE: Team of PC technical experts at your service. 

@ PRICE MATCH: We normally match competitors on a ‘‘Same product - Same price’’ basis. 
@ ESTABLISHED 12 YEARS: Proven track record in professional computer sales. 

@ £13M TURNOVER (with 60 staff): Solid and reliable with maintained growth. 

@ BUSINESS/EDUCATION/GOVERNMENT: Volume discounts available for large orders. 

@ SHOWROOMS: Demonstration and training facilities at our London & Sidcup branches. 
@ THE FULL STOCK RANGE: All of your PC requirements from one supplier. 

@ FREE CATALOGUES: Will be mailed to you with offers and software/peripheral details. 
@ PAYMENT: By cash, cheque and all major credit cards. 

Before you decide when to buy your new printer, we suggest you think very carefully about WHERE you buy it. 
Consider what it will be like a few months after you have made your purchase, when you may require additional 
peripherals or software, or some technical help and advice. And, will the company you buy from contact you with 
details of new products? At Silica Systems, we ensure that you will have nothing to worry about. Silica Systems 


is one of the UKs leading independent computer dealers and provides a quality service to users at home, in education 
and in business throughout the nation. Silica have been established for over 12 years, and have an annual turnover 
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The Citizen Swift 9 is perfect for those who require 
high quality dot matrix black or colour printing at a 
budget price. The print quality of Swift 9 rivals that 
of other manufacturer’s 24-pin models. 
@ 9-pin Impact Printer 
© Print Speed 192cps Draft 
@ 3 NLQ Fonts (48cps) 
© 8K Buffer 
@ Epson & IBM Graphics Emulation 
@ Advanced Paper Parking 
@ FREE Starter Kit 
@ FREE Colour Kit 
£280.83 
STARTER KIT 
COLOUR KIT 
TOTAL RRP: “$355.43 
SAVING: £133.35 
SILICA PRICE: £222.08 


MAIL ORDER: 


Order Lines Open: Mon-Sat 9.00am-6.00pm 


The Citizen Swift 24 is one of Europe's best selling 
printers and has won awards including Printer Of 
The Year 1990. Its rapid print speed, quality and 
black or colour options, make it a natural choice. 
@ 24-pin Impact Printer 

© Print Speed 192cps Draft 

@ 4 NLQ Fonts (64cps) 

© 8K Buffer 

@ Epson, IBM & NEC P6+ Emulation 

@ Advanced Paper Parking 

@ FREE Starter Kit 

@ FREE Colour Kit 


8.88 

STARTER KIT .... £29.95 
COLOUR KIT .... £44.65 
TOTAL RAP: £503.48 
SAVING: £199.15 
SILICA PRICE: £304.33 


Every Citizen printer from Silica, comes complete with the Silica 
Printer Starter Kit, including everything you need to get up and run- 
ning with your new printer immediately, FREE OF CHARGE! 


@ 3%” Dual Format Disk with Amiga & ST Printer Drivers 
@ 3%” Disk with Drivers for Microsoft Windows 3 
@ 2 Metre Parallel Printer Cable 

@ 200 Sheets of High Quality Continuous Paper 
@ 200 Continuous Address Labels on Tractor Feed 
@ 5 Continuous Envelopes on Tractor Feed 
If you already own a printer, and would like a Silica Printer 
Starter Kit, you may order one (ref: KIT 5000) for the special 
Silica price of £24.95 - £5 off RRP! 


NORMAL RRP 


£29.95 


1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 40x. jel: 281: 309. 1111 


No Late Night Opening 


LONDON SHOP: 


Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.30am-6.00pm 


52 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1P OBA 
No Late Night ‘Opening 


Tel: “Ot 580 4000 
Fax No: 071-323 4737 


LONDON SHOP: 


Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.30am-6.00pm 


Selfridges (ist Floor), Oxford Street, London, WiA 1AB_ Tel: 071-629 1234 
Late Night: Thursday until 8pm 


Extension: 3914 


SIDCUP SHOP: 


Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.00am-5.30pm 


1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX Tel: 081-302 8811 


Late Night: Friday until 7pm 


Fax No: 081-309 0017 


be 
0: Silica Systems, Dept AMCOM-0691-55, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX Y 


Address: 
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E&OE - Advertised prices and specifications may change - Please return the coupon for the latest information. 


THE BEST ST HOME FINANCE PROGRAM 
NOW AVAILABLE FOR THE AMIGA 


AMIGA 
VERSION 


* FULL MULTI TASKING 


* OVER 100 BUDGETS SELECTABLE 


(10 ANALYSABLE) 


~The Worlds Most Sophisticated Personal Financ 


If you run a personal bank account and have a Commodore 
Amiga then you need "PERSONAL FINANCE MANAGER". 


AS EASY TO USE AS A CALCULATOR 

PFM makes full use of Amiga’s Workbench interface, if you 
need to amend or update an entry or Standing order simply 
click on it. Your screen looks just like a bank statement! 


STANDING ORDERS & DIRECT DEBITS EATEN ALIVE 
PFM handles Credit and Debit - Monthly,Quarterly, Yearly and 
even complicated regular payments like 12 payments of £52.99 
followed by one of £12.50, PFM will check. the date and 
automatically insert standing orders as they become due. 


BUDGET WITH EASE, AT A CLICK OF A MOUSE. 

If you’re the type that likes to look ahead then PFM allows you 
to set budgets for both expenditure and income. Over 100 
budgets can be set over a year, a quarter or a month and then 
10 can be displayed either in figures or as a bar graph fora 
given period. Expenditure for these budgets can also be shown 
as a pie chart so you can tell at a glance where your money’s 
gone. PFM also allows you to display or print your budget 
groups selectively so you can see your expenditure quickly and easily. 


BALANCING WITH YOUR BANK ACCOUNT IS NO LONGER A 
JUGGLING ACT 

When you get your bank account statement or a balance from 
an autobank machine you can confirm it with PFM quickly and 
easily. Simply select PFM’s unique "Auto Balance" option and 
type in the balance as given by the bank and PFM will attempt 
to balance and highlight entries that have not yet been 
processed through the bank. 
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BUDGET COMPARISON BAR- 
GRAPH SHOWING BUDGETS 
& ACTUAL EXPENDITURE 
OR INCOME 


MAIN ACCOUNT SCREEN 


OTHER FEATURES 


* The number of entries is limited only by memory size 

* You define the file size 

* Old entries are automatically deleted 

* Automatically places entries in date order 

* European or U.S.A. date formats 

* Balance of account graph 

* Moveable and re-sizeable windows 

* Run multiple bank accounts by simply using different file names. 
Multi-Tasking allows Multi-Account access. 


* Facility to check off items against statements 
* Locates cheques written months ago in seconds 
* Selective print features for dates/statements/standing orders and budgets. 
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Home Finance Progra 


Here’s what the critics say: 

‘‘PFM is one of those rare programs 
comfortable from the first time you r 
Ron Massey, ST USER 


‘Personal Finance Manager is a so 
package, it will probably help you sa 
ST UPDATE. 
‘‘PFM is just the ticket if your expe 


mine.”’ 
POPULAR COMPUTING WEEKLY. 


i 


PIE CHART SHOWING SELECTED 
ENTRIES OVER CHOSEN DATES 


Free 30-Day Trial 

Order direct from MICHTRON 
and if you are not 100% satis- 
fied, return within 30 days fora 
full refund. 


SS eS Ee Eee 
TO ORDER: -. — = 
SEND TO: MICHTRON .. BY PHONE: fam 
PO BOX 68, St. Austell, = WITH CREDIT CARDS. “™ os 


Cornwall. PL25 4YB. TELE: (0726) 68020. 
Allow 28 Days for delivery. £30.95 (incl P&P). 


AMIGA VERSION 
Please send me Personal Finance Manager at £30.95 (incl P&P) 
LC] Cheque enclosed made payable to MICHTRON 


| Please debit my credit card account: 

LTT) CLE) CLIT) CL 
Name 
Address 


Expiry date: 


Signed: 


Games galore, but 
serious VR was the 
real draw 


WITH a name like the European 
Computer Trade Show, you would 
have thought the number of differ- 
ent kinds of software and hardware 
on show at Islington’s Business 
Design Centre would have been 
legion. 

You would have been wrong. 

The order of the day - or rather 
the order of the three days from April 
14 to 16 inclusive - was games, 
games and more games. 

True, there was the odd bit of 
hardware — though mostly joysticks, 
to aid the playing of games, and 
mice, which in many cases serve the 
same purpose —- and several purvey- 
ors of educational and music soft- 
ware were in evidence. 

But in the main, games reigned 
supreme. 

How strange to have to report, 
then, that the stand which had the 
most visitors queueing up was NOT 
organised by a games outfit. 

It was a virtual reality demonstra- 
tion from Divison, a company based 
in Chipping Sodbury, near Bristol, 
and which is involved in the more 
serious side of VR. 

Although consistently well popu- 
lated, even the Psygnosis hospitality 
suite, with those inevitable, loveable 
little Lemmings everywhere, could 
not raise the same amount of visitor 
interest. 

Division’s main claim is that it has 
made VR a practical proposition. It 
has done this by creating the hard- 
ware and software that has moved 


It was a case of games 
nearly all the way at 

the European Computer 
Trade Show, but Richard 


Williams managed to find the 


more serious side, too 


Hi-Tec sign up Bugs Bunny and Co. | 
HI-TEC Software used the ECTS platform to announce a prestigious sign- 


ing with a major cartoon company. 


The company has signed contracts with giants Warne! ‘Bros, throwing : 
open the flood gates for a host of popular cartoon stars to appear on 


computer software. 


The characters made world- famous by Warner Bros over r the years 
include Bugs Bunny, Daffy Duck, Elmer Thudd, Sylvester and Tweetie. 
Hi-Tec has already achieved success with characters from its other 


major licensee, Hanna Barbera. 


this leading-edge area of technology 
away from being an expensive labo- 
ratory plaything to a product that 
can be quickly integrated into any 
application which generates real 
time images. 

| must confess | didn’t actually get 
to don the eye-set for a demo, the 
queues being too long. But | did 
manage a word with one of 
Division’s directors, Steve Ghee, who 
told me the company was pushing 
itself at the research market. The idea 
is that Division provide the hardware 
and software with which the cus- 
tomer can write their own pieces of 
VR using a high-level language like 


C. Most other companies involved in 
VR are working on specific games. 

One of Division’s customers is the 
Advanced Robotics Research 
Laboratory in Salford, Manchester. 
The ARRL is putting together an 
advanced robotic control system, in 
which a robot is linked electronically 
to a human, and the robot “learns” 
all the actions performed by the per- 
son. The human hears and sees 
exactly the same things as the robot. 

Steve Ghee says it is very, very 
hard to build an intelligent machine. 
But by using VR to put a human into 
the loop, you can teach a robot how 
to do certain things very quickly. 


Cheetah and the Tortoise... 


THE results of eighteen months of research and 
development appeared on the stand of joystick 
manufacturer Cheetah. 

Visitors encountered what Cheetah described as 
“the new generation of joystick technology”. 


Cheetah is renowned for helicopter-style hand- 
grip sticks, and after conducting extensive 
research designed a new and innovative range of 
controllers. 

The Bug is claimed to be “the most comfortable 
controller available”, sitting snugly and neatly in 
the palm of the hand, ensuring long-term playabil- 


ity. The Tortoise is a green, ergonomically shaped 
model whose shell acts as the directional move- 
ment control. Aeroskate operates in the same way 
as a conventional skateboard. except that it con- 
nects to your games system or computer. 

Stick X's control handle sits comfortably in the 
palm of the hand for long-term play, detecting the 
slightest movement of the hand to different direc- 
tions. Finally, the Turbofighter is a two-handled 
Yoke with multi-directional control, including for- 
ward and back movement. It comes complete with 
analogue and digital interfaces. 


New software 
promised for 
Phazer 


TROJAN, manufacturers of light- 
phasers for use with the Amiga 
and other computers, and who 
also make lightpens for use with 
the Amiga and Amstrad PCW, with 
Atari ST/STE and PC versions com- 
ing soon, used the show as plat- 
form for the announcement that it 
has established its own software 
house. 

The idea is “to ensure a contin- 
uing supply of quality software” to 
support its products. 

Trojan promised new titles for 
all formats of Phazers would be 
released at regular intervals during 
1991 and beyond. Imminent 
releases are The Enforcer, Aliex and 
Fire Star. 

Trojan lightphasers and light- 
pens each carry a rrp of £39.99. 


Anyone thinking of contacting 
Steve or his colleagues at Division for 
a quote on a bespoke system had 
better consult their bank manager 
first. The kind of system being used 
in Salford costs more than £50,000, 
the eye-set and the electronic glove 
being the most expensive parts. 

But there’s hope. A system 
Division will be releasing in August 
will cost £10,000,and Steve says 
costs will continue to tumble until VR 
becomes de rigueur for all self- 
respecting home computer fanatics - 
and not just the game players! 

What are the chances of Division- 
style VR on the Amiga? “You can 
actually attach our box to the Amiga, 
and use the Amiga joystick to control 
things,” said Steve. 


Show launch for 


scanner and rodent 


A NEW scanning package for the 
Amiga, and a new mouse which can 
be used with the Amiga or Atari STs, 
were launched at the show by 
Pandaal Marketing Ltd (0234 
855666). 

The DAATAscan Pro complete 
graphic scanning package features > 
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WHAT’S 


\ 


patterns representing 64 grey scales, 
contrast control, real-time scanning 
display, zoom and pixel perfect edit- 
ing, clipboard feature, ability to crop, 
rotate, flip and invert images and full 
printer support. 

The DAATAscan supports the IFF 
file format, and SN e 
is available now © 
at an RRP of) © 
£189.95 includ- | 
ing VAT. The 
ultra-high reso- 
lution 360 dpi 
DAATAmouse includes a slider switch 


located underneath which is used to 


choose between Atari and Amiga 
operation. 
Pandaal claim 


tons 


of a million cycles. The anti-static 


Amiga Computing goes Euro 


Amiga Computing, launched by Database Publications in 1988 and which last year 
moved to Interactive Publishing, is now to come under the banner of Europress 
Publications Limited. This is a result of the restructuring of all companies within 


the Europress Group. 


and white or three dither 


Se 


© the two micro- 
> switched but- 
of the 
DAATAmouse 
have a lifetime 


lightweight ball runs smoothly on 
most surfaces and can be removed 
for cleaning. It’s available now at an 
RRP of £34.95. 


AMOS gets turbo 
charged 


THE AMOS Compiler - the turbo 
booster for the 40,000-selling AMOS 
write-your-own-games program — 
was the big news from Europress 
Software, the new name for 
Database Software as of May 1. 
Europress said the Compiler 
would be on sale from May, and 
would more than double the speed 
of AMOS programs. Some com- 
mands are seven times faster once 
compiled. Europress were also plug- 
ging AMOS 3D, which allows Amiga 
owners to create 3D objects and 
manipulate them in real-time, ideal 
for creating games like Starglider and 
Inter-phase. And the next phase 
of the Fun School education- 
al series for children, Fun 
School 4, is well under 
way and should be 
launched in the 
autumn. It 


Fun School 
Development team: 
Chris Payne (right), Ric 
Vanner (left), and Peter Lee 
(top right) 


will be sold alongside Fun Schools 2 
and 3, and will offer six further pro- 
grams across three age groups, all in 
line with National Curriculum guide- 
lines. The Fun School series accounts 
for a staggering 79.6 per cent of all 
educational software sold by com- 
puter retailers according to indepen- 
dent market research commissioned 
by Europress Software. Managing 
director Chris Payne said more than 
a quarter of a million Fun Schools 
had been sold and dealers were con- 
vinced the range would continue to 
sell for years to come. 


Contriving to cover 


Europe 


CONTRIVER Europe Limited chose 
the occasion of the ECTS to 
announce that it is poised to launch 
its European distribution network. 

The firm’s products, which are 
made in Taiwan, include a wide 
range of mice, joysticks, disk boxes, 
mouse pads, printer stands and 
other accessories. Managing 
director Adolfo Giannini 
said Contriver’s inten- 
tion was to continue 
its competitive 
pricing policy 
while maintaining 
the highest possible 
standards.The company 
was busy evaluating potential 
distributors for the contriver 
range throughout the whole of 
Europe. 


The magazine has been managed by Interactive Publiishing, for the last four- 


teen months. Interactive was formed as the result of a historic deal between 
Gollner Publishing and Database Publications. Now all magazines published by 
the group will be united under one name. Chairman Derek Meakin, who founded 
the group 21 years ago, said: “With the creation of new subsidiaries in recent 
years, all with different names, there was a growing danger of the parent group 
losing its identity. From now on all companies forming part of the group will 
appear under the Europress banner”. Richard Williams has been appointed pub- 
lisher, with responsibility for both Amiga Computing and Atari ST User. The Amiga 
Computing editorial line-up comprises Eddie McKendrick (Features Editor) with 
Stevie Kennedy (Technical Editor) and Paul Austin (Deputy Features Editor). The 


art department is headed up by Mike Bailey (Art Editor). 


Behind the scenes, key Amiga Computing personnel are Jane Conway (Sales 


Derek Meakin 


and Marketing Manager), Tracy Carroll (Advertisment Manager), Simon Lees 


(Advertisment Sales), John Burns (Circulation Director) and David Wren 
(Circulation Manager). Richard Williams said: “With a new company structure 
and more staff we are in an ideal position to make Amiga Computing even better 
value in terms of editorial content and free disk programs. It will also boost our 
already great advertising power.” Europress Publications also produce PC Today, 
The Micro User and Let’s Compute! Other companies within the Europress Group 
include Europress Interactive (Amiga Action, ST Action, Games-X), Europress 
Software (Formerly Database Software & Mandarin Software) and Europress 


Trade Publications (publishers of Computer Trade Weekly). 


Michael Meakin becomes Managing Director of the group's holding company, 


Europress Ltd, with Tim Roberts promoted to group financial controller. 
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Lemmings 
walk it in 
leisure awards 


AN alternative name for the 
European Computer Leisure 
Awards, awarded and presented 
during the ECTS show, might well 
be the Psygnosis awards, juding by 
the number of honours picked up 
by the games manufacturer already 
on a high with the runaway (no 
pun intended) success of 
Lemmings. 

Psygnosis picked up the prizes 
for Computer Game of the Year 
(Lemmings), Most Original Game 
(Lemmings), Best Graphics 
(Shadow of the Beast Il), Best 
Sound (Shadow of the Beast II), 
and also took the Software 
Publisher of the Year prize. 

Anyone who is wondering 
whether Lemmings deserves its 
success should have seen how visi- 
tors who had not seen it before 
were immediately captivated on 
visiting the Psygnosis hospitality 
suite and getting some hands-on 
experience of trying to lead the lit- 
tle lemms out of peril. 

The “biggie” award from the 
point of view of Amigaphiles was 
obviously the one for Home 
Computer of the Year, won by 
Commodore for what else but the 
Amiga! 

Commodore also won the 
Multimedia Package of the Year 
title for Amiga Vision. 

Other awards were: 

Best Animation - Dragon’s Lair Il 
(by ReadySoft Inc); Best Action 
Game — Turrican (Rainbow Arts); 
Best Adventure/Role Playing Game 
— The Secret of Monkey Island 
(LucasFilm); Best Mind Game — 
Klax (Domark); Best Packaging - 
Ultima VI (Origin); Best Simulation 
-  F-19 Stealth Fighter 
(Microprose); Console Game of the 
Year — Tetris (Nintendo). 

In the Non-games/Technical 
Excellence Categories, besides the 
two Commodore successes, awards 
were: 

Best Art Package — Deluxe Paint 
Ill (Electronic Arts); Best Music 
Package - Bars and Pipes (Blue 
Ribbon Soundworks); Best Home 
Eduction Package — Fun School 3 
(Europress Software); Best Home 
Productivity Package, Microsoft 
Works (Microsoft); Most Innovative 
Peripheral - Video Toaster 
(Newtek); Multimedia Package of 
the Year - Amiga Vision 
(Commodore). 

Amiga Computing was one of the 
official sponsors of the awards. 


We do it in real-time 
“ ...and in 


Our VIDEO DIGITISERS are REAL-TIME and 
COLOUR. They GRAB a FRAME as fast as 
a TV camera can provide it, PLUS — they 
include a live framestore output for 
connecting to a second picture monitor or 
even a TV set to simplify focusing and setup. 


Step into the real-world of real-time AND colour: 
No need for a perfect freeze frame VCR! 
No need for a colour splitter! 
No need for a colour wheel! 
hella pictures from a moving colour source at just the touch of a 
utton. 


With SuperPic and ColourPic you can... . 
* GRAB a frame from a moving picture in 64,000 vibrant colours. 


%* SAVE and display pictures in over 32,000 colours. 


%* ENHANCE your DTP skills with a wide range of built in 
monochrome tools. 


* INTERFACE directly with the AIM image processing software to 
use its wide range of powerful image processing tools. 


* CREATE pictures for use in image data bases. 


* CREATE a picture which can be loaded into your favourite art 
package . . . DeLuxe Paint, Photon Paint, Digipaint .. . 


%* PRINT to your colour or monochrome printer. 


%* SEE your SCULPT images as you have never seen them before! 
Use ColourPic or SuperPic as the ultimate SCULPT display 
device! 


* DIGITISE images in HAM, interlace and overscan modes. 
* MULTI-TASK safely with your other software. 


ColourPic — a real-time colour video digitiser for the A500, A2000 
and A3000. 


NEW recommended retail price £347 plus VAT (£399 inc. VAT). 


SuperPic — a real-time colour video digitiser for the A500 and 
A2000 including a superb quality genlock for the discerning Amiga 
user. 


NEW recommended retail price £434 plus VAT (£499 inc. VAT). 


, ColourPic and SuperPic can be obtained from selected Amiga 

dealers or direct from JCL. For your free show disk of pictures 
contact Carolyn on 0892 75791. as —_ 
EES rN ‘<9 


JCL BUSINESS SYSTEMS LIMITED 


Knowle Farm Clock House, Wadhurst Road, Frant, East Sussex TN3 9EJ, England. 
Tel: 089275 791 (INT) +44 89275 791. Fax: 089275 440 (INT) +44 89275 440. 
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ROLE-PLAYING LIGHT | . 
TEARS FORWARD! 
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The most sophisticated character 

7 generation system ever devised: five 
yy military classes, more than 70 talents 
the help of corrupt y and abilities. Allows player to control 
Imperium officials the character development through 5 services: 
Zhodani and the Outward Army, Navy, Marines, Merchants and Scouts. 
Coalition are 
planning a fifth. 
Smuggling arms to 
traitorous groups within Imperium borders the 
Zhodani are planning to strike from within. 


IMAGINATION 


Flexible gaming 

system supports any FI A FP OWER 72 varied skills to learn 
playing strategy cae. Realistic, combat sequences let pee 4 erin 
allows multiple you control each of your ee En, 


solutions to problems 
and obstacles. 


characters individually, while | COmmunications, laser 
still giving general combat weapons, bribery, 
orders to the other members of demolitions and handgun. 


[ | | RA fi f your party. Utilise more than 30 
weapons and skills in this 


io Ries eects i advanced combat system. 

tis cas "MegaTraveller 1, a game 

Berle cubsicis that truly warrants the highest 

Bea iniores ting level of praise, the attention to 

Be riers to detail makes it exceptional!" 
RESOURCEFULNESS = "cr" FeelSound forstatecttheart’ | "MegatTraveller 1 is one of the finest role- 
Shy ing ihe Gaus costs mcney, aed reukiccnictne | Playing computer games in at least the 
a detailed bartering system lets players last three or four years." 
eam Imperial "Megatraveller 1 is one of the best 
orectite science fiction role-playing games ever 
through for the computer." 
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LAINDON NORTH TRADE CENTRE, BASILDON, ESSEX SS15 6DJ. 
TEL: 0268 541212 


SCREEN SHOTS TAKEN 
FROM IBM PC VERSION 


Although 
Commodore gave 
most of its space 
to PCs, it was... 


“Sy event 
Amiga 


Donald Maple mit der news und der 
views from CeBIT ‘91 in Hanover 


Here we go again! In case you don’t know it, the springtime CeBIT 


show held in Hanover, West Germany, is the largest computer exhibition 
in the world. More than 4,500 exhibitors from 41 countries, spread over 
some 20 halls covering nearly 300,000 square metres, showed their wares to a 
crowd of around 600,000 visitors. The exhibition grounds are so big that, in addition 
to its own train station, CeBIT provides a free bus service for visitors and a free taxi service 
for journos. Impressed? (Yeah - sounds almost as good as Birmingham’s NEC! - Ed). 


Commodore is very popular in Germany so it’s no surprise to learn that it has always been well repre- 


sented here. 


Show highlights 


OK FOLKS, you waited long enough. 
The big news, of course, is the 
European premiere of CDTV which, 
contrary to popular misconception, 
actually stands for “Commodore 
Dynamic Total Vision”. 

CDTV is basically a 1Mb keyboard- 
less Amiga with a CD-ROM drive and 
remote control. 

Known _ internally — within 
Commodore as “the baby” it will 
start shipping to selected markets in 
the U.S. and Europe this spring. 
CDTV was to be available in 
Germany in May at DM 1500 (just 
over £500). 

CDTV is not TV format specific 


and can be used with both PAL and He continued: “Some of the 
NTSC. world’s leading software and refer- 

A “smart card” is ~~ ~ companies including 
for storage so when Guinness, Lucasfilm, 
the machine is ¢EY- €Commodore [)}. Disney and the big 
turned off the Commetm. European soft- 


settings are O ynamic = ware houses are 
retained. T otal working on 
CDTV can also tes CDTV titles.” 
play “regular” momnies The reference 
audio CDs. - titles include 
“From the = among others 
moment you~ World Vista Atlas, 


turn it on and 

insert a CDTV disk 

you are involved immedi- ‘4 
ately in the content of the appli- 
cation, not in operating the 
machine,” said Irving Gould. 


the fully illustrated 
Grollier encyclopedia 
and the King James Bible. 
CDTV is also ideal for high quality 
arcade games and entertainment 
titles. Because CDTV delivers music, 


Pe TES 
PRESS HERE! 


COINCIDING with the 20th anniver- 
sary of Commodore Germany - the 
parent company will celebrate 30 years 
in two years time - Commodore's 
international annual press briefing was 
a very professional affair. 

“This press conference presentation 
was created using the Amiga 3000 so 
you can see what this product can do 
in real life,” said Helmut Jost, the new 
boss of Commodore Germany. 

He was joined by Irving Gould, the 
chairman of the board and chief exec- 
utive officer of Commodore in the U.S. 

But before we get to meaty stuff, a 
few figures. Commodore continues to 
show healthy growth and, compared 
to last year, the most recent six 
months’ sales increased by 23 per cent 
and net profits jumped NINEfold to 
$44 million. But the best financial news 
is that with more than 50 per cent the 
Amiga continues to dominate. 

Europe still accounts for 85 per cent 
of total sales and Germany is again the 
single largest world market. 

Because of this Commodore is 
building a new factory in 
Braunschweig, Germany — ll 
Commodore machines sold in Europe 
are already manufactured there. 

The C64 is still selling well in spite 
of it being declared dead five years 
ago. In Germany alone C64 sales 
jumped from 108,000 to 180,000 
mainly due to East Germany. 

And the icing on the cake is that 
after reaching the 1,000,000 mark in 
the spring of last year Commodore 
sold its 2,000,000th Amiga in 
November. 


video, text, graphics animation and 
interactivity its application is virtually 
unlimited. 

A few examples are multimedia 
courseware, libraries, point of sales 
presentations, product demonstra- 
tions and staff training. 

While CDTV is “multimedia for 
the masses”, Amiga 3000 is high end 
multimedia. However, the latter has 
also got some new clothes. 

Namely, Commo-dore is branch- 
ing out into Unix with the “Amiga 
3000 Tower” envisaged as a Unix 
server and the “Amiga 3000 UX” 
which runs the latest AT&T Unix 
System 5 Release 4. 

The Tower Amiga has five 32-bit 
and three 16-bit slots. > 
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200-pin CPU slot. In 
contrast to the Amiga 3000, 
the Tower has the four Zorro Ill slots 
on the motherboard and not on a 
separate card. The video system has 
its own slot called VDE - Video 
Display Enhancer. A SCSI port is also 
included on the motherboard. 

The heart of the machine is a 25- 
Mhz 68030 assisted by a 68882 
floating point coprocessor. 3Mb of 
RAM comes as standard of which 
2Mb is fast RAM. 

Using 4 Mbit chips this can be 


brought up to 18Mb. The machine is 
supplied with either a 100Mb or 
200Mb hard disk with access time of 
19ms. 

The graphic resolutions range 
from 320x256 to 1280x512 and are 
backward compatible with all four 
previous Amiga modes. 

A “flicker fixer” chip comes as stan- 
dard. On the software side the Tower 
is delivered with “Amiga-Vision” 
authoring system and the Unix version 
can communicate with other 
machines via an Ethernet card. 

For DOS masochists among you 
Commo-dore also introduced its 
fourth generation of machines which 
to date this year include nine new PCs 
such as slim-line, notebooks, desktop 
and towers featuring 286, 386 and 
486 processors. 


Hands on... 


Now that we’re all charged up let's 
lay our grubby little hands on some 
real hardware. The Commodore 
booth was composed of three 
stands: a tiny home computing 
stand, an Amiga stand and a PC 
stand. 

The professional focus was clearly 


reflected in how the total area was 
divided. 

The PC area was twice as large as 
the other two combined! In spite of 
this division being the same as last 
year it nevertheless seems contradic- 
tory to Commodore’s statements 
that the Amiga is the main platform 
and that it outsells the PCs by a large 
margin. In contrast to last year’s 
“wall of multimedia video” the 
Amiga stand this year was dominat- 


ed by a “wall of CDTV” — a room size 
multi-screen display running CDTV 
demos. Oh yeah, the stand also con- 
tained a car. A what? No, really! A 
regular size car whose controls were 
connected to an Amiga and used in 
a competition. 

The competitors then “drove” the 
car and watched the monitor on the 
wall in front through the windshield. 
OK, it may not be virtual reality 
exactly but it comes close... 


Let’s party with Third Party! 


“Delta-Base”, distributed by Delta 
Konzept at 01049-2159-81007 
(that’s Germany you're calling so, 
don’t make that call too long now!), 
is a multidimensional data base 
written by Chris M. Muench. The 
program is very sophisticated and 
after setting the initial parameters 
doesn’t require the user to set the 
field definitions. 

In addition to supporting multi- 
ple users, Delta-Base has one or 
more Supervisors who are responsi- 
ble for setting the parameters and 
structures and manage user access. 
Delta-Base runs on both the Amiga 
and the PC and is looking for a dis- 
tributor in the UK so call Germany 
on 01049-711-3454285 if you wish 
to become one. 

Videocomp, responsible for the 
aforementioned “wall” of video last 


year, are well known here for 


endowing Amigas with Transputers 
and interfacing them with high-end 
professional video hardware. 


This year saw the introduction of 


DVE-10, an all-in-one device com- 

bining digital effects, a video pro- 

cessor, audio and video mixers, a 

_ fast digitiser and a Genlock inter- 
face. 

Merkens EDV introduced “VD 


2001”, a 24-bit real time digitizer 


and frame buffer. Originally devel- 
oped in Austria the device sports a 
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plethora of features such as ARexx 
support, works with a number of 
picture formats, overscan, mask 
editing, brush handling, picture 
blow-up and reduction. 

The price in Germany is DM 
3998 (about £1,500). Merkens is at 
01049-6196-3026 while the UK dis- 
tributor is G2. 

“MXM-Chart” from MXM is a 
stock exchange analysis program. In 
addition to fast processing of data 
and creation of various graphs the 
program can also directly grab data 
from Videotext (the German equiva- 
lent of Teletext). The program ver- 
sion 1.00 lists for DM 349 (about 
125 pounds). For more info call 
01049-511-446376 (that’s Germany 
again). 

“Funlab” — a joint effort by 
Commodore, Kawai and Steinberg — 
is a complete MIDI system incorpo- 
rating both hardware and software. 
Introduced here last year, Kawai 
supplies the 61-key synthesizer 
which is actually an FS-680 with a 
few additional interfacing features. 

The 13-note polyphonic synth 
comes with 100 presets (five soft- 
ware modifiable), an on-board 
sequencer and a built-in rhythm 
machine with 100 different pat- 
terns. 

Steinberg custom wrote the soft- 
ware which is Funlab specific and 


will only work with this synthesizer. 
The main feature of the package is 
“one finger ad lib”, where the user 
selects the rhythm, presses one key 
and the synth does the rest. 
The rhythm selection determines 
the notes in the automatically creat- 
ed tune but these notes can also be 
defined by the user. 

Funlab also sports a disk based 
“juke-box”. New this year are more 
“juke-box” disks, each with up to 


10 songs and including written — 


notation. 

Maxon demonstrated their 
“Maxon-CAD” program with a spe- 
cial Turbo-version for the Amiga - 
3000. The prices are DM 249 
(about 90 pounds) and SM 449 
(about 160 pounds) respectively. 
Both versions support the CRP 
graphic tablet and work in resolu- 


tions from 640x256 to 1024x1008. 
Maxon will answer your call at — 
01049-6196-481811 (Germany). 
FEET Computer (yup, that’s — 


what they’re called!) offer a com- 
plete digitizing solution for all ot 
Amiga models. ARISTOTAB, devel- 
oped by ARISTO, is the digitizer — 
while FEET Computer wrote the 
driver which controls the mouse 
and does scaling and rotation as 
well. 

Use your hands and call. FEET at 
01049-40-7427081 (Germany). 

Einar Kretzler demonstrated - 
three products: Video-imaging for 
architectural landscape simulations 4 
in CAD images, 3D- Simulation for. 
creation of realistic models 2 id 
Video-Presentation. 85S 

Call 01 049-451-361 12 2 (Germany) 
for more info. : 


feam CAPA RS od oe | 
rom Commodore 


Amiga A500 Computer Keyboard 
512K Random Access Memory 
Built-in 1 meg double-sided disk drive 
Superb 4096 Colour Graphics 

4 Channel Digital Stereo Sound 
Speech Synthesis | 

Multi-Tasking Operating System 
Kickstart 1.3 and Workbench 1.3 
Three Owners Manuals 

Extras 1.3 and Tutorial Disk : 
Amiga BASIC Programming Language 
Notepad Mini Word Processor 
Commodore Mouse 

Power Supply Unit with mains plug 
TV Modulator 

..and all connecting cables to get you up and 
running on your home TV set! 


Shadow of the Beast II 
Days of Thunder 

Back to the Future Il 

Night Breed 

Deluxe Paint Il Art Package 


| 
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Ring or write in for our latest Amiga catalogue listing 
hundreds of products available for this versatile Home 
Computer. We stock COLOUR PRINTERS. STEREO COLOUR 
MONITORS. EXTERNAL DISK DRIVES, MEMORY 
EXPANSIONS, HARD DISK DRIVES,AMIGA BOOKS,FRAME 
GRABBERS, DIGITISERS. SCANNERS, WORD 
PROCESSORS, DATABASES, SPREADSHEETS, 
ACCESSORIES and of course hundreds & hundreds of 
games and all at well below recommended retail prices! 


Digicom offer you the very best in customer after sales 
support with 12 month warranty on all Computer Hardware. 
All units are full UK specification with 30 day replacement 
guarantee on faulty items and FREE collection of the 
detective units within this period. And should you ever 
need any technical advice our experienced and hetptut 
staff are available on the telephone or in our showroom. 
Remember - there are no hidden extras all prices are fully 


inclusive of VAT and next day courier delivery. 
Prices & Speciicgtions are subject lo changes without notice E&GE. 


Fenny Stratford Milton Keynes MK2 2AZ 
Telephone (0908) 378008 - Fax (0908) 379700 
Showroom Hours - Mon to Sat 


9,00am-5.30pm 


ee MAGAZINE FOR AMIGA vt ENTHUSIASTS | 
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George Thompson Services 


their exclusive heme Pack of the Month" 
starring 
"Mandelbrot e Fractals Set I' for May 
The definitive four disk pack for Mandelbrot Artists and Enthusiasts. 
We have selected only the finest programs. They include the latest version of 
Mandel Mountains, which was recently featured in Amiga Computing, use 
MandAnim for handmade animations, create exploding Julia set animations 


and realise the beauty of Mandelbrots with CPM. 


Four disk set only £10.99 (Members £9.99) 
Words" forJune 


If you are interested in completing, solving or making up crosswords or 
anagrams, this is the ideal pack for you. Included are top programs such as 


Other Theme Packs Available 
"Printer Workshop" 
for Janu 

We have included on two packed disks the finest 
PD/Shareware programs to help Amiga users 
achieve high quality print results. Print disk 
labels with DiskPrint, Post is a Postscript Inter- 
preter, PLUS PrintStudio, PrintImage, PrintS pool 
GPrint and SoftFont. A total of 25 programs. 

2 Disk Set for £5.99 (Members £5.49) 


"Home Management Vol.II" 
for February 

More useful programs for home use and the 
small business. There is a typing tutor and gram- 
mar checker PLUS 'Web' a superb spreadsheet 
and 'DataEasy', an easy to use database. 
‘CheckBook' will keep track of your finances and 
"Mileage Master' will tell you just how much 
your car costs to run. A total of 19 programs. 

2 Disk Set for £5.99 (Members £5.49) 


Cross, WordGame, CWP, Scrazzle and Disearch. 


Two disk set only £599 pe £5. - 


"Famous Board & Puzzle 
Games Vol.II" 


for March 
Fifteen games that include BackGammon, Chi- 
nese Checkers, a superb Draughts plus Domi- 
noes, BlackJack Lab, the latest version of 3D 
TicTacToe, Step 3, Puzz, Raps and Bounce. 
2 Disk Set for £5.99 (Members £5.49) 


"Disk Utilities Vol.I" 
for April 

Do you have problems validating or formatting 
disks? Need an efficient back-up program? Want 
to speed up disk loading or even edit disks? 
This packed set includes over 20 useful pro- 
grams that will solve these and many more disk 
related problems. 
2 Disk Set for £5.99 (Members £5.49) 


Are you reading PD News? 
Just send 50p for a trial copy and keep in touch 
with — oo PD programs from GTS. 


= ‘ ye . 


"K.O. the Virus" 


V4.0 of an exclusive compilation of the most 
effective PD and Shareware virus detectors and 
killers. Includes VirusX, ZeroVirus, NoVirus 
and many more. 

Only £3.99 (Members £3.49) Update Service £1 


"Video Applications Vol.I" 
A custom pack for the Genlock user and Video 
enthusiasts. Features smooth scrolling titling 
programs, useful utilities, transport tools & fonts. 
2 Disks Set for £5.99 (Members £5.49) 


"TV. Graphics" 
Original Video Fonts and Scenic Backgrounds 
for fixed Video displays and titling. Ideal for 
home videos when a Genlock is not available. 
2 Disk Set for £5.99 (Members £5.49) 


"Catalogue Worksho op" 
Catalogue your Video/Audio Cassettes, Records, 
Magazines, even your GTS PD Library! Print 
disk and cassette labels and much more! 


; 2 Disk Set for EM rt £5.49) - 


~ What is Public Domain all ey 


=" about? You've seen the SA 


‘ programs but do you 
grasp the concept? 


i Paul Austin and Eddie 
_ McKendrick get public \ 


spirited on your behalf 


The Concise Oxford Dictionary oe ment of computers. This con- 


defines “Public” as “open to or 
shared by all the people” and 
“Domain” as “an area under 


one rule.” Gel these two defini- © 


tions together and you have a 
fairly good iteration of what 
Public Domain software is all 
about. 

‘W The driving force behind 
Public Domain is a sense of 
enthusiasm for the widest possi- 
ble development and enjoy- 


s.. J Ft 


_ flicts sharply with the commer- 


cial ethic of identifying 
computing as a market within 


__ which money is the motivator 


and profit the prime concern. 
Originally, most PD programs 
were written by people who 
needed their computer to do 
something that an off-the-shelf 


package couldn’t cater for. 7 
Having put effort into produc- 


ing the software, it made sense 


to release it to as wide an audi- 
ence as possible. 

It was this type of software 
which established the PD distri- 
bution channels now used to 
dissipate everything from pro- 
fessional quality productivity 
software through to scrolling 
vector-ball demos. 

The fundamental concept 
behind Public Domain software 
is that it is intended to be 
entirely free. More and more 


— — 
ae 


these days, this principle seems f 
to be lost. This is especially true |} 
with the larger libraries as they A 
have grown over the years. 


Growing up J 


The Public Domain industry has F 
evolved from a small enthusi- 
asts’ haunt into a fully fledged 
industry, servicing the ever 


ae growing number of Amiga own- 


ers eager to get bargain priced : : 
a ~ 
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DISK CATALOGUE ee D Re = s& = LS (ONE) OVER 1600 


ONLY 75p PD TITLES ALL 


REFUNDABLEON | _BRITAINS BEST VALUE AMIGA PD LIBRARY | '¥ curnew 
FIRSTORDER | THE REBELS TOP 100 "THE BEST OF THE REST" 


*=1Meg = (2) =2 Disks etc 


GAMES R34 Icon Magic R67 Elvira Demo x R83 Fractal Flight * 
Rl Star Trek (Strategic) * R35 Cli Tutorial R68 Predators Mega Demo (2) R84 Video Applications (2) 
R2 Star Trek (3) 2 Drives * R36 Virus X R69 Puggs in Space * R85 Demolisher Utilities (2) 
R3 Star Trek (2) New version R37 Amiga Fox R70 New Tec Demo (2) * R86 Clipart Set (5) 
R4 Star Trek (2) V good R38 Trooper Fonts (3) (D Paint etc) R71. Viz Slide Show R87 Boot Champion 
R5 Flash Bier (Boulderdash clone) R39 C Manual (3) R72 Walker Demo 1 * R88 Boot Writer 
R6 Return to Earth (Sci-Fi) R40 Utility Disk Set (10) R73 Walker Demo 2 * R89 Education Set 1 (2) Age 6+ 
R7 Pacman 87 R74 Cool Enough * R90 Education Set 2 (5) Age 13+ 
R8 Breakout Construction Set MUSIC R75 Madonna Slide Show (3) R91 ST Emulator (It works) 
R9 Pseudo Cop (Shoot em up) R41 MED R76 Crusaders Genesis * R92 Messy Dos 
R10 Holy Grail (Text Adventure) * R42 Soundtracker Inst Set (10) R77 Night Breed Slide Show R93 Red Devil Cruncher 
R11 Golden Fleece (Text Adventure) R43 Soundtracker R78 USA vs Iraq Demo R94 Bacteria Demo 
R12 Hack the Classic D + D Game R44 Noisetracker R79 Total Recall Slide Show R95 Vision Mega Demo 
R13 Sionix (Super Shoot em up) *« R45 Sonix Instruments + Music (10) R80 Real Things (2) (Birds & Horses) R96 Red Devil Utilities 
R14 Fish Games (5) (The best from R46 Bart Simpson (3) R97 N Comm (Modem software) 
Fred Fish) R47 Amazing Tunes 2 (3) Brilliant * GOODIES R98 Power Packer 2.38 
R15 Battle Force (Strategy game) R48 D Mob 4 (Brilliant) R81 Dope Intromaker R99. C Compiler 
R16 Bull Run (Civil war) R49 Star Trecker R82 The Probe Demo * R100 X Copy 
R17 Moria (D + D game) R50 Crusaders Bacteria 
R18 Tennis * R51 Rebels Megablast 
R19 Games Pack 1. Arcade games R52 Crionks Neverwhere THE BEST DEALS AROUND 
R20 Games Pack 2. Arcade games R53 Sounds of Silents Deal 1, 1-9 Disks = £1.75 each 
R54 Games Music Creator Deal 2, 10+ Disks = £1.25 each 
UTILITIES R55 Pet Shop Boys Deal 3, 20+ Disks = £0.90 each 
R21 Word Wright (the PD R56 C Bit 90 (Brilliant) * Deal 4, Buy 10 PD Disks and get a free 10 capacity box 
W/Processor) R57 808 State Remix Deal 5, No minimum order charge 
R22 Clerk Deal 6, No post & packaging 
R23 Visicalc (Spreadsheet) DEMOS Deal 7, No VAT to add 
R24 R.ILM. (Great database) * R58 Budbrain 1 (2) Over 18's Deal 8, Order before 3 o'clock and we despatch same day 
R25 SLD. R59 Budbrain 2 Deal 9, Order 3 disks and get a free catalogue 
R26 Flexibase (Simple database) R60 The Run (Amazing animation) Deal 10, Come to the shop and get another 25p off all prices 
R28 Bankn (Finance package) R61 100 C64 Tunes 
R29 Jazz Bench R62 Mental Hangover : 
R30 Quick Base R63 Fraxion Horror (Sick!) SEND pe aeee /0 10: 0380 
R31 Ultimate Virus Killer R64 Kylie Demo (2) 
R32 Ultimate Utilities 1 R65. Blues Brothers (2) 52b LONG STREET 727419 
R33 Credit (Text editor) R66 RAF Mega Demo (2) DEVIZES, WILTS 


SUPER 


= foe ULTIMATE PD Benn 
re SERVICE EACH 
= DEMOS M034 Total Remix (2 Disks) - UZI 9MM 
at D001 Walker 1 (1 Meg) - Classic M035 Digital Concert 2 - Get This Now 
D002 Walker 2 (1 Meg) - Brill! M036 Digital Concert 3 - And This 


D028 Budbrain Megademo (2 Disks) - Get It Now! | M040 RAF Megamix 1 - Amazing 
D045 Arse Wipe Ad (XXX) - Very Funny M049 Ben Elton (XXX) - Very Funny 


D059 Red Sector Megademo (2 Disks) - Best M055 Get Up - Mega Cool Long Sample 

ALL DISKS ARE 99 PENCE D062 Red Sector CEBIT 90 - Amazing M064 Sound Atax 2 - Cool Disk Full 
D077 Good Morning Vietnam - Cool Sample M070 Scoopex Shadow Music - Get It! 
D088 MO75 100 C64 Tunes - Nice 


Silents Megademo - Very Good 


| D003 Walker 3 (1 Meg) - Nice Legs M037 Digital Concert 4 - Cool 
D004 Cool Cougar (1 Meg) - Amazing M038 Digital Concert 5 - One of the Best 
> D014 Space Ace Demo (1 Meg) - Wicked M039 Digital Concert 6 - Get It! 


OPD276 MADONNA VOUGE (4) OPD026 COMPUTER CONFLICT D134 Garfield Slideshow - Cool Piccy’s M093 _P.E. Module Comp 24 (1 Meg) - Cool 
OPD277 VISION HOUSE OPD132 REBELS MEGADEMO 6 D147 Neighbours Slideshow - Hilarious M094 Vision Music Masters - Well ‘Ard 
OPD278 CRIONICS NEVERWHERE OPD184 BADGE KILLER DEMOS D148 Viz Calendar - Good M112 Jarre Revolutions - Check It Out! 
OPD279 HATRICK RAVE DEMO OPD218 CAVE PARTY DEMO D150. Windsurfer Anims (1 Meg, 2 Disks) M114. Betty Boo! - Just Doing the Do! 
OPD245 FLASHBIER PD. GAME OPD199 WALKER DEMO 2(M) D151 Robocop 2 Sidestiow Nick Dik Fun A ee Chait Mit 3- Mage Cool 
OPD257 GLIDEASCOPE 2 OPD236 SAM FOX SUDESHION’ (x) Dies: Eee arn Deny () Bae Geet Oe, ee a 
OPD259 DOPE INTO WRITER OPD133 MUSIC MAESTRO 6 D158. Operation Vark - Funny & Long Oe one deepen vere 
OPD254 SONIX HOUSE 1 OPDOOS PUGGS IN SPACE D160 Exodus Real 3D - Amazing Slideshow nh Teale Bay eee 
OPD235 NEW ORDER MUSIC 2 OPD078 BUDBRAIN MEGADEMO 1 (2) (M) D168 Horizon Megademo - Cool Sire Lua lunes ees ted = TheBed 
i 2 , M171 HCC Music Disc 2- Amazing! 
OPD217 TURTLE POWER OPD207 DRIP P.D. GAME (M) D169 Budbrain Megademo 2 - Well ‘Ard UTILITIES 
OPD275 AMAZING MUSIC 2 (3) OPD187 PSEUDO COP P.D. GAME D184 Dragons Lair 2 (1 Meg) - Nice Anim & Sound 9 STERLETES Ker Collection (3 Disks) - G 
OPD273 BANGING RAVES OPD169 JAZZBENCH D185 Wrath of the Demon Demo (1 Meg)-Cool 004 Soundtracker Collection (3 Disks) - Great 
OPD272 BATMAN THE MOVIE OPD083 SPACE ACE DEMO D186 Team Suzuki Demo - Cool Graphics U012 Mega Utils - 175 Utils 
OPD271 MAYHEM P.D. GAME OPD120 FRAXION HORROR (X) D187 Batman the Movie (1 Meg) - Mega Cool U023 Warriors Crunchers Disk - Load of Them 
OPD269 HORIZON MEGADEMO OPD127 ROBOCOP DEMO D188 Demoniac Demo - Amazing U033 Clip Art Fonts - Cool 
OPD268 FILLET THE FISH OPD139 COOL COUGAR D189 Simple Stuff, 5 Latest Demos - Cool 039 Amibase 3.76 - Very Good 
OPD264 BUDBRAIN MEGADEMO 2 OPD191 BETTY BOO (MUSIC) D190 Iraqi Demo - Very Funny & Good U047 Jazzbench - Cool & Better Workbench 
OPD112 MADONNA SPANKY OPD252 808 STATE REMIX D217 Slycath Demo Comp 1 — 5 Brill Demos U059 Clip An'-Loads of Cool Art 
OPD220 STAR TREK GAME 3 (2) OPD198 WALKER DEMO 1 (M) D226 Crionics - Total Destruction. Brill. Hee ales went vf ~ 
OPD211 THE WALL PINK FLOYD OPD222 KIM WILD SLIDESHOW ippers — 44 Music Rippers + Demo 
OPD197 A COPY (DISK COPIER OPD193 BODY TALK (X) (2 MUSIC GAMES 
OPD114 D Copy Toit Coles OPDO85 FRESH Len Ge (2) M011 DMOB Music 2 - Cool & Funky G001 Star Trek 3 (2 Disks) - The Best! 
OPD209 P COPY (DISK COPIER) OPD383 SUNWIND BY ACCESSION (MUSIC) M012 DMOB Music 4 (2 Disks) - Very Nice G008 Board Games - Monopoly etc etc. 
OPD200 SAFE SEX DEMO OPD356 ERASURE DEMO M026 Amiga Chart Mix 5 - Another Cool Disk GO10 Wheel of Fortune - Good 
OPDO70 RAF MEGADEMO (2) OPD375 RAF MEGAMIX 2 (2) M029 DMOB Music 3 - Cool Long Mix G015 Star Trek (1 Meg, 3 Disks) - Good 
OPD150 ALF 2 MIX OPD377 CRUSADERS DOSE GENESIS (M) M033. Derek & Clive (2 Disks) - Very Funny G020 Train Construction Set- Good Fun! 
Numbers in () means number of disks, M = 1 Meg, X = 18 years only CRAZY exe) PETITIONS 
Price is 99 pence per disk + 50 pence p&p per order Please add 50p P&P to total. Hundreds of disks in stock, please make all cheques payable to 
Cheques/PO payable to Orbital P.D. P.A Cannon. Send all orders to: Ultimate PD, Dept AC, 44 Festiniog Road, Gabalfa, Cardiff CF4 2QS. 
BET south Chatiey, Cast Sussex Oe set engiee See gre bak hte pos tesarererig Ore wosemdarel ee 
All overseas orders are subject to a 30 pence per disk surcharge. q ; i ; ‘ 
SAE for a free catalogue. Tel: 0273 401286 Europe Orders Add 50p per disk P&P. World Orders Add 71p per disk P&P. 


Ultimate P.D. is the fastest, friendliest and most reliable P.D. library around 


Cover 
Feature 


The dirt on the domain 


Another classic demo 


> 

software. A good example of the 
speed and scale of development is 
provided by one of Britain’s bigger 
libraries, Wakefield based 17-Bit soft- 
ware. 

Back in February 1988 they boast- 
ed a library of 40 disks. Now they 
are approaching the 1,500 disk 
mark. Things haven't stabilised yet, 
the library is still growing at an 
impressive rate. 

Looking at 17-Bit now, it is diffi- 
cult to retain perspective and keep 
sight of the original PD ideals. 

The organisation occupies its own 
offices with five staff looking after the 
needs of over 19,000 members. 
There is no disputing that Public 
Domain has developed from more 


than a back bedroom pursuit. More 
and more people, perhaps dissatis- 
fied with existing PD sources, are 
opting to set up their own PD 
libraries. Some do it for fun, others 
aim to make their fortune from sell- 
ing other people’s voluntary efforts. 

Martyn Brown has been in PD for 
over three years. Known to his 
friends as ‘Spadge’, he is one of the 
most influential players on the PD 
circuit. He is reflective on the UK 
Public Domain scene, hankering 
back to the early days when the flop- 
pies were few but the quality was 
high. 

“Our most popular sellers in the 
early days were utility disks, Sonix 
tunes and the Walker demos,” he 
relates, pointing illustratively at a 17- 
bit PD catalogue on the table. So 


what sells now? Martyn reveals with- 
out hesitation: “It is all sampled stuff 
now, graphics and sound.” 

No productivity software? 

Martyn breaks the silence pensive- 
ly: “No, not really, it is one of the 
weak spots with Amiga PD. We do 
some utility packs but there is hardly 
anything in the way of decent seri- 
ous software.” 

What we now have is a Public 
Domain software base awash with 
demos , innumerable disk utilities 
and workbench hacks, but few useful 
programs. This is quite a contrast to 
the PD scene of a few years ago. 


Free PD? 


PD libraries charge anything from 
50p to £5 for disks. As previously dis- >» 


impson can be 
"in the PD 


PD the legal language 
For the average newcomer the almost endless variety of legal variations 
beneath the umbrella of the Public domain can make the basically liberal 
philosophy of the business seem very confused. 
To help clear the waters here’s a brief guide as to what it all means. 


PD/Freeware 


With this format you're not obliged to send anything to anyone, the 
whole thing is totally free. The only restriction is that the software is not 
sold commercially and if it’s distributed to anyone the cost of the disks is 
not meant to exceed the amount required for duplication, packaging and 
postage. 


Shareware 


This is by far the most popular format. The idea is to allow you to sample 
the software and if you then use it on a regular basis you're legally bound 
to pay a nominal amount to the author. 

This will usually have the added effect of making you a registered user, 
which generally means technical support and access to the latest 
upgrades. 


Licenceware 


In most cases this distinction only really applies to PD libraries by restrict- 
ing distribution to the library with the particular software franchise in 
question. 
As far as we the punters are concerned the software itself is usually 
Shareware with an occasional exception and should be treated 
accordingly. 


Beerware 


This is a splendidly silly alternative which calls for the donation of 
a six pack of beer to the alcoholic author. Of course if the beer 
monster in question lives in Lapland it could be a lot cheaper 
to send a cheque and a bottle opener. 


Charityware 


This is a rare but highly commendable variation on the 
theme. As you've no doubt guessed if you become addicted 
to the program in question you're required to send a donation 
to the charity of either your or the author's choice. 
If your conscience can stand this particular poke in 
the eye and you still don’t donate you've got to be 
classed as a very sad character. 
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There is an easy alternative to the 
tangled web of licence agree- 
ments: simply cough up the cash 


e\ and make the donation like 


S* you're supposed to. 

This isn’t quite as surreal as it 
seems. There are some definite 
advantages to becoming a regis- 
tered user. Perhaps the biggest 
bonus is access to updates as 
soon as they're available, not to 
mention the technical support the 
author will be more than happy 
to supply to his new found friend. 

Another twist in the tale 
employed by many a wiley author 
is to only supply partial versions 
of their software for release within 
the PD. 

Only when you do the decent 
thing and cough up the cash will 
you receive the full-blown all 
singing, all dancing version of the 
software complete with extra 


disks or occasionally even various 


hardware add-ons which will 
allow full use of the software in 
question. ; 

An alternative method of 
encouragement relies on the 
need for a manual which the 
author will happily trade for the 
appropriate cash incentive. Both 
these methods are becoming 
increasingly popular. 

The only downside for the par- 
tially complete approach is the 


potential for free advertising that 
has already been spotted by a 
good few commercial companies. - 

Occasionally it can be really | 
useful to get some hands-on 


experience of expensive commer- 


cial packages before you hand 
over your hard earned cash, but 4 


more often than not the PD alter- 


natives are just advertisements for 
the next ninja mutant blast-’em- 


up. 
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Ny 


Have you paid your licence 
The Licenceware arrangement is something of a mixed blessing. It actually 
contravenes the spirit of PD in the eyes of most aficionados by restricting 
the socialist ideals of the PD concept. 

The trouble with such high ideals is that they are seldom lived up to 
and as a result the poor forgotten souls who created the software rarely 


Bam receive the reward they so richly deserve. 


cussed, the actual software j 
is free, so where does the “5 
money go? Again, Martyn Brown 
can offer an insight: “We charge 
£1.50 for our disks and all we really 
do is cover our costs.” 

Some of the cost can be directly 
accounted for: 35p on postage and 
packing, 30p on duplication and 5p 
on literature. These factors combined 
account for 50% of the cost. 

That may look as if it leaves 70p 
profit on each disk but there is quite 
a lot to read between the lines. 

From that remaining 70p, the 
library has to pay for lighting, heat- 
ing, telephones, five staff and a 
whole range of other day-to-day 
costs. 

Add to that the production of the 
“Update” disk magazine which is 
sold for only £1 an issue and the cost 
of advertising in magazines. 

With these factors combined you 
won’t get much change from 
£60,000 each year. The bottom line 
is, in order to cover costs 17-Bit have 
to sell 85,715 disks annually. 

To assist in the duplication pro- 
cess, 17-Bit have a professional dupli- 
cator capable of chucking out 
copied, verified disks at the rate of 
128 an hour. 

So if you have a bedroom big 
enough and you really do enjoy lick- 
ing stamps there is nothing to stop 
you setting up a library. Don’t under- 
estimate the sheer volume of effort 
required though. 


Direct Connection 


It is possible to get your hands on PD 
software without paying a library for 
it. Hundreds of Bulletin Boards exist 
up and down the country providing 
literally thousands of PD programs 
for a wide variety of machines. Up 
until a year or so ago, the Amiga was 
the poor relation online, but we are 
catching up fast. Most BB’s don’t 


4 


The rewards should come in the form of Shareware donations from the 
hoards of punters who regularly make use of the authors’ hard work. 
Unfortunately this very seldom happens and as a result licenceware releas- 
es are destined to dominate PD in the not to distant future. 

The various forms of PD agreement are explained elsewhere in the arti- 
cle but nevertheless it’s worth remembering that the vast majority of 
releases are Shareware which leaves you legally bound to contribute to 


> the coffers of the author if and when you become a regular user of the 


software. 

In the eyes of many an author the licenceware approach is an ideal 
answer to the problem of non payment. When a product is licenced to a 
particular library the author immediately receives a payment for his 
labours. 

At this point the software doesn’t usually become copyright material in 
the normal sense, but it does mean it can’t be legally distributed by 
another library. Nevertheless it can usually still be given away, something 
which the average PD library is far from keen on. 

Even though the authors do receive some cash from the library which 
will be distributing their latest releases, it's by no means enough to retire 
on. As a result there’s no reason why a Shareware contribution couldn't 
be made to encourage the authors on to their next minor masterpiece. 

There is a variation on this theme which makes the licenceware con- 
tract valid for a limited period. This is perhaps the best of both worlds, 
allowing the author to see some return, the library to make some profit, 
which of course they donate to charity, and lastly for the spirit of PD 
which can fully embrace the software after the licence period expires. 

The old guard may well be completely died in the wool as far as PD 
principals are concerned but with the new mood in the market these high 
ideals are no longer enough to maintain the standard of software which 
the average complacent punter has come to expect. 


charge for downloading software, 


but they usually expect something 
uploaded in return. 

This principal works well, ensur- 
ing that there is always a fresh 
supply of software available to down- 
load. 

It is important to bear in mind 
that depending on where the bul- 


letin board is, how fast your modem 
can go and how big the program 
you are downloading is, it could well 
be cheaper to buy the software from 
a library. 

If you are determined to spread 
PD to the masses, it might be worth 
taking the plunge and setting up 


your own Bulletin Board. This isn’t as > 


An old friend from the Public Domain Demo scene 


KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK 


PUBLIC APOLOGY 


M. D. Office Supplies would like to take this opportunity of apologising to all its 
competitors. Our MAD SPRING SALE will be offering Discs, Storage boxes etc. at 
UNBELIEVABLE, UNREPEATABLE MAD, MAD PRICES. As ever the best costs 
less at M.D. Office. WE GUARANTEE IT. 


JUST MARVEL AT THESE INCREDIBLE OFFERS 


OVER 20,000 HAPPY CUSTOMERS LAST YEAR ALONE 
CERTIFIED PRODUCT * UNBEATABLE PRICES * AMAZING VALUE 


3.5"' ‘MAGIC MEDIA’ DS DD DISCS 


25 DS-DD 135 TPI DISCS WITH OUR DELUXE STORAGE BOX 
50 DS DD 135 TPI DISCS WITH OUR DELUXE STORAGE BOX 
75 DS DD 135 TPI DISCS WITH OUR DELUXE STORAGE BOX 


KKK KKK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KEK KKK KKK KKK RK ERK EKER KERR 
* 100 DS-DD 135 TPI DISCS WITH OUR DELUXE STORAGE BOX 
* 200 DS DD 135 TP! DISCS PLUS 2, DELUXE STORAGE BOXES 


* 300 DS DD 135 TPI DISCS PLUS 3, DELUXE STORAGE BOXES 
KKKKK KK KKK KEK KKK KKK KEK KKK KKK KKK KKK RR KER ERR ERKEKRERKE 


‘Magic Media’ is our own brand of carefully selected Diskettes. We boastfully claim these 
Discs to be the very best quality available. 
100% certified, tested product, simply the best. 
YOU CANNOT BUY BETTER 


& 

5.25" ‘MAGIC MEDIA’ DS DD DISCS 
20/DSiDD! 5:25" 720K DISCS WiihOUR DELUXE STIORAGE BOX... <..:-scssc.csescoeesteemtes 
S0IDS BD'5:25! 720K DISCS WIiHiOUR DELUXE STORAGE BOX......:-see neers 
20'S DD15:25! 720K DISCS Wii OUR! DELUXE STORAGE BOX-= nts cee co 
100 DS DD 5.25" 720K DISCS WITH OUR DELUXE STORAGE BOx.... ee 
200/05 DD:5125" 720K DISCS Will 2 ‘DELUXE STORAGE BOXES i irereteecceeereeceseees eres 

What can we say, simply these are the best value money can buy. These diskettes are packed in 

10’s, certificated, tested, 100% quality product 
YOU CANNOT BUY BETTER 


‘MAGIC MEDIA’ HIGH DENSITY 5.25" tigi 
10 DS HD 5.25" DISCS IN LIBRARY CASE 
30 DS HD 5.25" 1.2 MEG WITH DELUXE STORAGE BOX 
50 DS HD 5.25" 1.2 MEG WITH DELUXE STORAGE BOX 
70 DS HD 5.25" 1.2 MEG WITH DELUXE STORAGE BOX... 
100 DS HD 5.25" 1.2 MEG WITH DELUXE STORAGE BOX 


ACCESSORIES 


100 CAPACITY 3.5" LOCKABLE STORAGE BOX........0-..0000+: £7.95 
100 CAPACITY 5.25" LOCKABLE STORAGE BOX. A 

3.5" OR 5.25" PACK OF 5 LIBRARY CASES 

TILT N TURN MONITOR STAND 

UNIVERSAL PRINTER STAND 

PROFESSIONAL PRINTER STAND. £24, 

3.5" OR 5.25" HEAD CLEANERS A AMIGA OR ‘ATARI 3 5 DS DD EXTERNAL DRIVE, A 
DELUXE MOUSE MATS i PLEASE CALL FOR MICE PRICES, THE RANGE |S TOO BIG TO iigr 
ROLL OF 1000 3.5" DISKETTE LABELS Logitech, Genious, Microsott etc. P.O.A. 


BANX BOXES 


BY OVERWHELMING vere DEMAND 
WE ARE NOW ABLE TO OFFER THESE BOXES 
AGAIN. THEY STACK HORIZONTALLY 


OR VERTICALLY. 
FIRST COME — FIRST SERVED 
ONLY £8.95 


% > > OE > OF OE OE OE OF OE OE EE EE EE OE OE OE EOE OE OE 


18 CRESCENT WAY, FARNBOROUGH, KENT BR6 9LS. TELESALES HOTLINE: 0689-861400 
Access (All prices quoted are inclusive of VAT and carriage UK Mainland only) E.&O.E. —— * 
aa EDUCATIONAL & GOVERNMENT ORDERS WELCOME 


KK KOK OK KOK kk kk Kk 
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£1.25 


per disk 


D154 Jarre Revolutions 


D129 Maria Whitaker 


S 


U075 Electrocad 


U019 Pagesetter Clip Art 


trictl 
P.D. 


Fast, Furious and Friendly... 


M121 Original Rips 2 


M031 The Wall - Pink Floyd 


Please add 70p for post and packing. 


Y £1.25 


per disk 


DEMOS D188 Napalm Death U080 Pascal M032 Walk this Way 
HOUSE PACK D209 Alcatraz Megademo 2 D074 Probe Sequence U067 Programming Disk M123 What Time is it Love? (1 Mb) 
. D207 Amaze Revolutions D075 Puggs in Space U081 Rabid Rita’s Utilities 1 M133 Zee’s Hip-Hop Disk 
Games Music Creator, } 5904 animation 1991 D183 Red Devil Compilation 8 (1Mb)  _-U025 Sid V1.6 
esus Loves Acid, Over} 0184 Annie Jones Slideshow D176 Red Sector Megademo (2 Disks) U070 Slideshow Construction Kit GAMES 
D195 Bob Crazy D187 Roger Dean Slideshow U084 Speech Toy (Let Computer do the G058 2-Player Soccer League 
20 House Samples and 0222 Bowie Demo D083 Safe Sex Demo Talking! G102 Adventure Disk 
Blank Disc. D015 Budbrain (2 Disks) D130 Sam Fox U052 Speedbench G001 All New Star Trek Game (2 Disks) 
D173 Budbrain 2 (The Sequel!) D177 Space Bubbles U064 Star Chart (Astronomy) G073 Autobahn 3000 
0211 Bunsen Burner Anim (1 Mb) D163 Space Chase (1 Mb) U082 Voices G039 Breakout 
Only £6.50 incl. D020 Cebit/Coma/Victory (1Mb) D121 Star Trek Animations (Agatron 17) U061 Workbench Fun! GO077 Cave Runner 
D189 Centronics Demo Compilation D089 Star Trek Animations G006 Collosus 
D225 Cheap-o-Productions Video D112 Stealthy 2 (1Mb) MUSIC G008 Eatmine 
eT SSR NOSE 1180 cokerman/Smurf Animations D233 Subway Clapping World M0338 Channel Soundtracker 6063 Electric Train Set 
‘ : 0231 Colour Cycling D174 Technoball Game Demo (New) M061 808 State Remixes G069 Escape From Jovi 
1 8 Games including D228 Crusaders Freaked Out! D212 The Dream Goes Berserk Anim M128 Amazing Tunes (3 Disks) G051 Frantic Freddie 
Chess, 3D Pool, Fruit 0232 Deadly Jammin 2 D227 Ugly Mug Goes for a Spin M105 Another Day in Paradise G037 Holy Grail 
‘ D171 Desert Island Slideshow D099 Walker Demo 2 (1Mb) M130 Bach Busters G052 Jeopard (1Mb) 
Machine, SB and D157 Dragons Lair 2 D196 Web Demo Compilation M116Back-2-Base G078 Lame-ST Ports (Shoot-Em Up) 
Castle. D035 Elvira M092 Betty Boo G066 Learn and Play 1 
D185 Elvira Activities Disk UTILITIES M137 Crusaders Project Beat G067 Learn and Play 2 
D132 Enterprise Leaving Dock U063 Amigazer (Astronomy) M135 Debbie Gibson (2 Disks) G075 Lettrix 
Only £6.00 incl. 0216 Fashion Megademo U074 APDL 71 (3D art etc) M141 Dirty Dancing G059 Marathon Mine 
D150 Fillet the Fish U085 Art of Virus-Killing M101 Feel The Rhythm G057 Marble-Slide 
D037 Fractal Flight (1Mb) U071 Biorhythms (1Mb) M139Flesh for Fantasy G074 Master of the Town 
BLANK DISKS D036 Fraxion Horror U054 Business Card Maker M012Games Music Creator G072 Mastermind/Name-Game 
D170 Girls of Sport Illustrated U073 C-Light (1Mb) M015 Genesis G055 Mayhem 
| 0 FO R £ 5 50 D210 Good Morning Vietnam U007 C Manual (3 Disks) M096 Groove is in The Heart GO071 Metagallactic Llamas 
. D169 Home and Away U079 Cad 5 M118 Helloween (2 Disks) G065 Quizmaster 
50 FO R £92 50 D224 Horror Demos (Over 18 only) U069 Cartoon Brushes M093 Iron Maiden G070 S.E.U.C.K. Game 
. D194 Hypnosis Demo Compilation U076 Catalogue Creator (2 Disks) M108 Jamcracker GO060 Snakepit 
D172 Indy 500 Game Demo U060 Champions Total Utilities M136 Jester Brothers International G064 Star Trek (US) (2 Disks) 
H j j D229 INXS and Cascade Demo U065 Chet Solace (Over 20 Utils) M100London Beat G076 The Lost Occrest 
All prices inclusive of D200 Iraq vs USA U049 Countach Art Collection (3 Disks) M097 Madonna: Vogue (4 Disk Set! G056 The Turn 
Postage and VAT D197 It Came From the Desert 056 DTP Clip Art (2 Disks) Excellent) G05 Treasure Hunt 
D202 Jamie’s Mega-mix 1 U042 Education 1: German M018 Miami Vice Remix G041 Trek Trivia 
0182 Japan Culture Slideshow U043 Education 2: Learn Geography M051 Michael Jackson: Bad G068 Wordsearch 
fe)" '4s)a\(@m2\@1,@ 0047 Jarre Docklands Demo U044 Education 3: Weather/Climate M1200riginal Rips 1 (Best of PD Music) 


Games Galore 1 ............... 


Jazzbench, Speedbench,} 046 Jasper Carrott 068 Font Disks (4 Disks) M122 Original Rips 3 Games Galore 2... i 
1192 Jesus Loves Acid (Superb) U051 Future Composer M095 Pet Shop Boys 2 Games Galore 3... 
Workbench Fun!, New D128 Kylie Demo (2 Disks) U072 Genealogy (1Mb) M107 Pet Shop Boys: Suburbia Games Galore 4............... 
Updated Virus-Killer, D175 Kylie: Locomotion U006 Home Business Pack (3 Disks: N25 Powerpack: Passionate Album1 Games Galore 5... 
Blank Disk and free P&P. D221 Loadsamoney Wordprocessor, Spreadsheet, M129 Queen Latifah/De la Soul Games Galore 6 ............... 
D213 Machine Animation Database) M131 Simpsons: Bartman (3 Disks) 
D055 Madonna U062 Iconmania M054 Sonix House 1 Alternatively, why not buy all 
Only £6.00 incl. D164 Madonna (2 Disks) U066 Mandlebrot Explorer M109Synth Music six for £15.00, postage free! 
D146 Madonna 2 U078 MCad M102Sydney Youngblood (Bass X) These disks total over 50 
D168 Madonna Cartoon Animation U057 Med v2.13 M124 The Power Remix games and cheats! 


Overseas orders very welcome, but please 
add 25p per disk for postage costs. 


Send SAE for free new catalogue describing 
all disks in library! 


Cheques/PO’s to: 


STRICTLY P.D. 


11 York Place, Brandon Hill, 
Bristol BS1 5UT 


big sorry to everyone 
out there for the price rise, 
due to higher costs. $.P.D. 
will continue to keep prices 
as low as possible, in the 
true name of P.D. All 
complaints c/o The 
Chancellor of the 
Exchequer! 


£1.25 


per disk 


Cult themes like 'Star Trek' form an 
important part of the PD scene 


» cheap as it might sound either 
though. 

Firstly you will need a fairly meaty 
Amiga, a fast modem and masses of 
storage space. Next you will have to 
get a phone line and pay the quar- 
terly rental. 

You will not be able to hold an 
impressive range of software for 
download on a single floppy Amiga 
500. You really need a hard disk to 
do a board justice, even then it could 
be a struggle. 

As of January this year, the Fred 
Fish library consisted of 530 
megabytes of data spread over 
46,000 separate files. 

If you really do have more money 
and enthusiasm than sense, you 
would do well to consider a CD ROM 
drive. The Fish collection is available 
on a single CD for $69.95. 


The politics 

The Public Domain sector seems to 
have changed quite dramatically 
over the years. Something which 
owes its success to a group of enthu- 
siasts working together to promote a 
machine has turned into a much 
more commercial beast. 

As the collection of available soft- 
ware grows, it is obvious that the 
number of distribution outlets and 
methods will increase. At the end of 
the day it is down to Public Domain 
users to keep the industry in check. 
Any library which starts solely for 
profit does not deserve to survive, 
nor will it with the fierce competition 


Cover 
Feature 


possibly on to do the unthinkable. 


Yes there’s an even darker side to the business which is begin- 
ning to appear due to the apathy of the punters. This is the recent 
move by the authors of software such as the massively popular jim 
PowerPacker series to release their latest versions in the commercial 7 
sector in a final desperate attempt to make floppies meet. 

This is almost an inevitable move which is brought about solely 
through a lack of support within the PD. As | mentioned earlier the 
complacency regarding quality releases never fails to amaze me. 

PowerPacker is a fine example. When it was in the PD most peo- 
ple never considered posting a Shareware donation but neverthe- 
less these same souls were more than happy to cough up the £7.99 
to buy it commercially. Perceivable value is a strange beast... 


in today’s scene. Martyn Brown 
wryly recalls the early days: “We 
would put a lot of effort into compil- 
ing disks only to find another library 
copying them and selling them for 
£1 cheaper.” 

The whole point of Public Domain 


The seductive face of Public Domain 


Fred Fish 


All change 
A quick glance at any author's income, or to be more accurate the , 


lack of it, is enough to make anyone understand the disillusionment 
which drives the talented to the tempting allure of licenceware and 


is that it can be freely distributed so 
things all come back to enthusiasm 
and effort. Martyn is not bitter about 
the re-distribution of software from 
17-Bit’s library. 

He acknowledges that the prac- 


tice can’t really be described as pira- >» 


If you look at almost any PD column, sooner or later 
the name Fred Fish is bound to make an appearance. 
The Fred Fish or “Fish disk” collection is the biggest 
and best in the business. 

Good old Fred has been banging out the goods 
since 1985 and as a result it’s become the definitive 
collection which covers literally everything to do with 
PD on the Amiga. 

Fred’s latest wares are a very hot item in the PD 
world and the best bits soon find themselves in almost 
every library in the business. If a library boasts a com- 
plete and current collection of Fred's disks it's usually 


safe to say that you're dealing with a professional out- 
fit. 

At the last count Fred’s collection came in at around 
the 460 mark so that’s the sort of figure you should be 
looking for. The collection was initially compiled from 
sources mostly within the states but as it’s grown it’s 
attracted contributors world wide. 

The only real problem with Fred’s immense collec- 
tion is its size and variety, so if you're after specific 
items a copy of Aquarium is essential. This is the 
database which gives a guide to the entire collection 
and should take you straight to what's required. 


Hours of talent and hard work 
often combine to produce useless, 
if entertaining demo's 


Back room 


With the business being 99 per 
cent mail order, the temptation to 
set up a couple of drives in a back 
bedroom and dodge the inquisi- 
tive eye of the tax man is almost 
too much to bear for many an 
acne ridden entrepreneur. 

This often ends in some very 
dodgy operators and virus ridden 
results that can cause misery to 
millions of defenceless files. 
Because of the small scale and lim- 
ited access to new material most 
of the software on offer is usually 
far from new and often less than 
complete. 

A common marketing ploy is to 
be extremely selective when con- 
structing the disks. For example a 
couple of useful utils or the odd 
game may be added and then 
heavily featured in the ads but the 
rest of the disk is invariably com- 
plete rubbish, merely added to 
make up the numbers. 
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More of that ever popular PD purs 


» cy because there is no copyright on 
the software to start with. 

If you are looking to buy PD soft- 
ware, the message is to shop around. 
A casual flick through this issue of 
Amiga Computing will reveal a myriad 
suppliers eager to provide you with 
their wares. 


See a specialist 


Libraries tend to specialise these days 
in order to cultivate a particular area 
of the market. As Martyn acknowl- 
edged, 17-Bit is perhaps not the best 
place to find productivity software, 
but if it is utilities and entertainment 
software you are after, the choice is 
endless. 

Most libraries produce catalogue 
disks, or hard-copy lists. It makes 
sense to scan these carefully before 
committing to buying a lot of disks 
for only a few bits and bobs of soft- 
ware. 

Often you can find the same pro- 
grams you require, packaged up on 
fewer disks within a different library. 

The range and depth of software 
available is evident within the pages 
of Amiga Computing each and every 
month. 

Our Public Domain column aims 
to provide the latest gen on pro- 
grams that are unique, of special 
merit or just plain indispensable. 

To make the most of your Amiga, 
you really should make the most of 
Public Domain. 


The new movement 


If it’s quality rather than quantity 
you're after take a look at some of 
the long established libraries which 
produce compilation collections of 
the best software in any specific area. 
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25° aa Se 
uit, ray-traced art 


These are combined to form the 
definitive PD collections in each par- 
ticular field. They can vary from 
games, utilities, home management, 
clip art and so on. 

If you've not yet delved into the 
domain this is an excellent entry 


Digitised pictures are very popular... 


point for your first investments. On 
paper it can sometimes appear a 
rather expensive alternative to single 
disks priced at 99p, but it’s worth 
remembering that there’s very little 
wasted space and of course you're 
sure that the contents will be rele- 
vant to your requirements. 


The plastic press 


Another aspect of the domain not 
yet mentioned is the ever expanding 
market for disk-based magazines. If 
you're not familiar with the medium 
a brief explanation is in order. 

These disks are usually monthly 
offerings which are either released 
through the individual libraries in a 
similar format to the licenceware 
arrangement applied to PD software 
or are written and released by the 
larger libraries themselves. 

These are then either bought sep- 
arately or sent to registered sub- 
scribers in a newsletter format. 

If it’s literary quality and news 


Why do they do it? 


Even if you prefer a poke in the eye to the average scrolly demo you can’t 
fail to be impressed with the incredibly clever coding which goes in to pro- 
ducing these amazing combinations of graphics and sound. 

I'm far from a fan of the average scroll routine but | must admit the 
quality of the coding never fails to impress. 

The obvious question is, why aren‘t these guys and gals making a for- 


tune writing the next software smash? 


Well, quite simply that’s exactly what they intend to do and a jaw drop- 
ping demo is just the thing to attract the attention of the software houses. 
Many a scrolly demo expert has moved on to coding classics for the com- 


mercial sector. 


It's not only coders who benefit from the demo scene. If you're looking 
to break into the serious side of Amiga music, joining a coding team may 
well be a route to fame and, if you get noticed, perhaps even a bit of for- 


tune. 


Private 
collections 


Along with the PD monsters which 
are distributed to all such as Fred’s 
there are a number of collections 
which are exclusively distributed 
by individual libraries. 

An example of this would be the 
Tbag collection released through 
the Amiganuts United. It’s a 
monthly offering that takes the 
pick of the PD from the states and 
combines it onto a single, extreme- 
ly stylish disk. It’s worth enquiring 
with larger libraries about similar 
deals they may have struck with 
other collections. 


you're after it’s probably best to go 
for the independent releases. Aside 
from the quality of the contributors 
there’s the added advantage which 
the international input lends to the 
magazine. 

As a consequence of their Email 
upbringing they tend to provide the 
latest stories, software, news and 
reviews from literally all around the 
world. 

Of course one of the main selling 
points of most plastic mags is the 
weird and wonderful collection of 
software bundled with every issue. It 
tends to be something of a mixed 
bag but in general the quality is high 
and of course bang up to date. 

If you check out the Public 
Domain section in this issue you'll 
find a guide to the alternatives which 
should point you in the right direc- 
tion towards the best in the plastic 
press. 


Helping hands 
Another commendable talent of the 
PD is its ability to throw a lifeline to 
those poor souls who are stranded, 
lost and alone with their consuming 
passion for some sort of bizarre 
Amiga application. 

If you're one of these poor unfor- 
tunates try contacting one of the 
larger libraries and they should be 
able to put you in touch with various 
clubs that deal with everything from 
fractals to C programming. 

Most of these clubs release 
monthly newsletters full of hints, tips 
and reviews which cover everything 
to do with their particular passion, so 
even the keenest enthusiast should 
be kept happy for hours, months or 
even years. 
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GRAPHICS j 


LAC SOFTWARE P 


14 OAKLEA CLOSE, OLD ROAR ROAD, 
ST LEONARDS ON SEA, EAST SUSSEX TNB7 7HB 


ae = EL: OFL4 445496 = (AN: OFZ4 755093 
5 | ‘as 2-10 disks £1.25 each. 11 or more disks 99p each 


MAIL ORDER PUBLIC DOMAIN LIBRARY 


Personal Callers 
to our new shop at 
Unit 6, West Hill 
Arcade, George 
Street, Hastings 


ANIMATION j 


UTILITIES j 


IFF Pixs I 

IFF Pixs IT 

IFF Pixs III 

IFF Pixs IV 

IFF Pixs V 

| Fantasy I 
Fantasy IT 
Fantasy II 
Fantasy IV 

| Fantasy V 

| Fantasy VI 
Photomontage I 
Photomontage II 
Photomontage III 


Joe II Slideshow 


Forgotten Realms 
Paradise Slides 


Nasa Digipixs I 
Nasa Digipixs IT 
Disney I* 

Countach Fantasy I 
Countach Fantasy IT 
Viz Slide Show 
Agatron Reflections 
Sun Connection 
Galams Gate 

Turbo Silver Masks 
Nik Williams Broadcast 


GAMES ] 


Boomerang 
Flashbier 
Hack 

Larn 
Autobahn 3000 
Zerg 

Casino Craps 
Moria V3.0* 
| Empire 
Cribbage 
Trainset 

PC Chess 


Breakout 
Frantic Freddie 
Eatmine 
Drip! 

Tricky 

Card Games 
Blizzard 

Return To Earth 
Sub Culture Level 1 
Kill to Free 

Games Galore I 
Games Galore II 


DEMOS j 


| Kefrens Mega 

| Coma 

| Red Sector (2) 

_ Red Sector Cebit 

| Mental Hangover 
Puggs In Space 
Universal I & II 

| Demob I 

| Demob II 

Vision Music 

Vision Megademo IV 
Vice Workbench 
Vangelis * 

Newtek (*2 ED) 
Newtek III (*2 ED) 
Science 4.51 

North Star (2) 
Dexion Megademo 
Highclass (UK) 
Rebels Megademo 
Amazing Demos VI 
| ESA Demos 
Phenomena Megademo 
Complex Bobs 
Pulsifiers 


Hardcrack GFX 
JCS-Shellshock 
Alcatraz Demo 
Scoopex Demos 
Triange Demos 
Tetragon Megademos 
Deathwarp I 
Maximum Overdrive (2) 
Cave Mega Demo II 
Angels The Power 
Amaze Final 
Absolutions 
Crionics Total 
Destruction 
Animation 
Horizon Sleeping Bag 
Kefrens The Wall 
Panic Vector Birds 
Swapions Tera 
Zing Art of Zing 
Vertigo Fill ‘em Up 
Bud Brain Mega 
Demo I (2) 
Bud Brain II 


1 MEG 
Stealthy IT Radio IT 
Walker IT Italia Cinema 
Kuli (Pen) Congaman 
Knight I Showbiz 
ane Ship Bad Bird _ 
Gymnast Billy The Kid : 
Walker I TV Commercials 
Jet F15 Batman 
Robo Juggler 2 
2 MEG 12 MEG 
Vauxkiller (2) - At the Movies - 
Station at Kherne (3) 3+3 1/2 MEG 
Lost In Scape (3) Sentinel (2) 
bee _LATESTIN | 
Star Trek V.1.85 (2*).........cccccceseeees £6.00 
Mech Fore 3.71........... 
VScan + Big Brother J 
Chaos Strikes Back Maps ............. £3.00 


AMOS PD j 


Note: &2 per disk. No discounts for quantity 
AMOS 19 Microman Music 

AMOS 22 Funschool III Demo 

AMOS 31 Screen Designer 

AMOS 33 Pink Goes Ape 

AMOS 35 Archivist 

AMOS 21 Word Square Solver 
AMOS 20 Arc Angel Demo 

AMOS 32 Progs/Carn/Fearn/Nadeem 
AMOS 34 Luke Miller Music 

AMOS 36 AMOS/RAMOS 1.2 Updates 
AMOS 38 FONTS #4 

AMOS 52 F.R.U. 

AMOS 53 Curos/Stavros Demo 2 
AMOS 54 Amos Progs 2 

AMOS 59 Super Quiz 

AMOS 62 Arcadia 

AMOS 64 Amos Prog 3 

AMOS 76 Rainbow Warrior 

AMOS 77 Amos Progs 5 

AMOS 81 Juke Omega Demo 1 
AMOS 82 Juke Omega Demo 2 
AMOS 83 Amos Paint 

AMOS 84 Luke Miller Music 3 

AMOS 85 Reversi/Snakes & Ladders 
AMOS 97 Dynamite Dick 


*= Requires 1 Meg 
(2) = no. disks in set 
(ED) = extra drive required 


AMOS LICENCEWARE j 


Note: £3.50 per disk. No discounts for quantity] 
LAPD I Colouring Book 

LAPD II Arc Angel Maths 

LAPD IV ee (1 meg) 
LAPD V Jungle Bungle 

LAPD VI Pukadw/sprites 

LAPD VII Four Way Lynx (1 meg) 
LAPD VIII Work & Play (1 meg) 
LAPD IX Assembler 

LAPD X The Word Factory 

LAPD XI Go-Getter (1 meg) 


SCUIDE ODJOGIS ins cecessicereissaciechdcsveestsoneac £9.99 


We are pleased to accept 
Switch and Connect cards for 


immediate despatch of disks 


C Light 

C Light Anim 
Anti Flicker 
Virus 4.1 
Disksalv 1,42 
ESA Utilities 
FullForce Il 
Ghostwriter 
D-Copy 
Copiers I 

TV GEX/Fonts (2) 
Bootblocks (2) 


Video Progs (2) 
Graphics Apps (2) 
Amiga/Atari GFX 
Convertors 

Energy Utilities 
SID V1.06 
Aardvark Utilities 
Mandle Generators 
Archive Utils 

ARP. 1.3 Installer 
North Sea (1) 

C Manual (1) 

CLI Tutor 


BUSINESS FINANCE | 


Wordwright 
Bank’n 
Analyticalc * 
Amibase 
RIM 


Spread 


Base/VC 
lerk V4.0 
Inventory/Memopad 
Journal 
Analyticalc 3D 
(src only) 


MISCELLANY j 


Workbench II Look 
Raytracin, 
Sampled Sounds 
Demo Creator 

Dope Intro 

| MCAD V1.25 

Rot 


Jazzbench 


Celtics Demo Maker 
(not 1.3 Roms) 
Halloween Sample (2) 
Direct Action 
Utopia Postcards 
Cando Support I 
Cando SHO Il 
Fractal Flight 


REKKERS!! 


All new StarTrek (2) 
Startrek (* 3 ED) 


Trektrivia 


Karns Attack* 


StarTrek V2.0 (* 2 ED) 

StarTrek Fleet Manoeuvre Anim * 
StarTrek Dry Dock Anim * 
StarTrek Enterprise Reliant Anim * 
StarTrek Miscellaneous Anims * 


Enterprise Approaching* 


MUSIC 


Soundtrackers (2) 
Soundtrackers V4.0 
Future Composer 
Games Music Creator 
Perfect Sound 
Sound Editor 
Compact Disk 

Hi Fi Player * 
Instruments ST-O2 
Instruments ST-03 
Instruments ST-04 
Instruments ST-O5 
Instruments ST-06 
Instruments ST-O7 
Instruments ST-O8 
Instruments ST-09 
Instruments ST-10 
Instruments ST-11 
Instruments ST-21 
Instruments ST-22 
Instruments ST-92 


Instruments ST-93 
Instruments ST-94 
Instruments ST-95 
Instruments ST-96 
Instruments ST-97 
Instruments ST-99 
Med V2.12 
Soundtracker 
Professional 
RIP Eruptions 
Flashteam Music 
Crusaders Freed Out 
Crusaders Audio X 
Crusaders Back to 
Base (not 1.3 Roms) 
Med V.12 
Sonix Play 
Star Trekker (8 channel) 
Pro Tracker 1.1A 
Acid Mix I 


OVERSEAS - EEC Please add £2.00 to cover postage costs. OVERSEAS - Australasia Please add 50p per disk to cover Airmail costs. 
Credit Card & Postal Order payments despatched by return. 


AMIGANUTS UNITED 


169 DALE VALLEY ROAD, HOLLYBROOK, SOUTHAMPTON SO1 6QX. 
MON-FRI 10am to 6pm__ TEL: 0703 785680 
AMIGANUTS ARE THE OFFICIAL UK DISTRIBUTORS OF THE T.BAG DISKS AND THE LATEST ISSUES ARE ALWAYS AVILABLE FROM US FIRST 


eee cree reer eee reese eee eee H EEE EHOS TEESE EHO SSE TH OSES SEES OESOTES ESOS SES SSHSEHSSHESESEHSEHSOSSESESSEESEESESSESELE SEL EOLELELOOEOOS 


AMIGANUTS ARE PROUD TO INTRODUCE THE EXCELLENT EIGHT CHANNEL MIDI COMPATIBLE OctaMED c 
This copyrighted eight channel version of the well known med music program is reviewed in this and next 
months AMIGA COMPUTING 


THE PROGRAM IS OF SUCH HIGH QUALITY THAT WE COULD EASILY HAVE PUT IT ON SALE FOR £50 OR MORE! 
However, Amiganuts and the author, Teijo Kinnunen, want it to be within the reach of all Amiga enthusiasts, so we are keeping the price down. 
You can purchase this great program for only £10.00, within Europe (£15.00 rest of the world). The price includes return post and packing. 
Payment in pounds sterling only, if ordering from overseas, send a bankers order/Eurocheque etc. (Credit card orders will not be accepted). 
Because of the exceptionally low price, it comes without any glossy packaging and only a very small amount of printed documentation. Full 
instructions are, however, on the disk. An instruction manual may become available if there is enough demand for one, (it’s up to you). 


ce THE LISTING BELOW IS FROM OUR LICENSEWARE PROGRAMS «xxx THEY ARE ONLY AVAILABLE FROM AMIGANUTS «xxx 


NEED A QUALITY DATABASE PROGRAM? THEN AMIBASE PROFESSIONAL II MAY BE JUST WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR! 
1036; AMIBASE PROFESSIONAL II FROM KAG IS NOW AVAILABLE. THE ADDITIONS/FUNCTIONS OF THIS DATABASE PROG MAKE IT A MUST HAVE (1 MEG).... 
MED SAMPLES PACK 6 DISKS (not 8). PACKED WITH SAMPLES. ESPECIALLY CHOSEN FOR COMPATIBILITY WITH MED AND OCTAMED..........ssssssssssesesesnenees 
876: QUIZMASTER THINK YOU KNOW IT ALL? WELL NOW YOU CAN PROVE IT. SAVE AND RE-LOAD FACILITY. For1-4 players EXCELLENT! . 


877: 1 ACROSS 2 DOWN A fully fledged crossword program It comes on two disks for only £5.00. Data Disks 2 & 3 .....scsssssesesessseereeseseeeereeee Now ready at £2.00 each 
INTO CODING? — WANT TO LEARN? THE AMIGA CODERS CLUB IS FOR YOU! ACC 1/4 COMPRESSED ISSUES OF AN EXCELLENT SERIES FOR CODERS, EVEN IF YOU ARE NEW 
TO THE AMY, GET THIS IF YOU WANT TO LEARN ASSEMBLY, USING DEVPAC ETC. A GREAT INTRODUCTION TO THE WORLD OF ASSEMBLY «......:ssssssesteseetesterrecens ONLY £1.50 


THE AMIGA CODERS CLUB DISKS ARE PACKED WITH SOURCE, HINTS, TIPS, ADVICE FROM MANY OF THE WELL KNOWN CODERS THAT ARE ON THE AMIGA SCENE TODAY. 
ISSUES 5-6-7-8-9-10-11 NOW AVAILABLE. PLEASE NOTE, EXCLUDING THE COMPRESSED INTRODUCTORY DISK, AMIGA CODERS CLUB DISKS DISKS ARE £3.00 PER ISSUE. 
THE AMIGA CODERS CLUB IS ONE YEAR OLD AND TO CELEBRATE THIS, ISSUE NUMBER 12, (TO BE RELEASED 12th MAY), WILL BE A TWO DISK SET FOR «.......:ssssseeees 
988: MOD PROCESSOR V1.8. MAKE PICTURE and/or MUSIC PROGS, ADJUST PICTURE HEIGHT/WIDTH. IT EVEN LOADS PP CRUNCHED MODULES. EXCELLENT ‘ 
1038: SUPER AMIDASH. REMEMBER THAT GOOD OLD COMMODORE 64 GAME BOULDERDASH? WELL HERE IS YOUR CHANCE TO HAVE THAT FUN AGAIN. 1 MEG .....£3.00 


THE FOLLOWING IS JUST A SMALL SELECTION FROM THE PUBLIC DOMAIN/SHAREWARE COLLECTION THAT WE HAVE COLLATED OVER THE PAST FIVE YEARS 


66: PERFECT SOUND EDITOR. For use with a sound digitiser...... £1.50 657: COMICAL SEASIDE CARTOON SLIDESHOW BY UTOPIA............. want iSO 551; SLEEPY. Animate those sleepy icons! (Charityware) £1.50 
77: SAFE SEX. A humorous creation, using disjointed sounds . £1.50 658: ANIMBRIDGE (alter animfiles) + Update of Skypaint/Skyplay ................»£2.00 581: SID. Finding the CLI a slog? Then you need this prog! serve 2.00 
199: THE GAME OF HACK. This game comes on two disks. 1Meg £3.00 668: “LES GRADOS" PIC-SHOW, VERY unusual pictures.....sccssassessnsnssnenene£.50 649: BUDBRAIN TWO DISK MEGADEMO, (For Adults only) , asiscstentasenernieOVO0 
214: LIKE A VIRGIN. Pics of Madonna's modelling days. (Adult)....... w£1.50 674: SYSTEM 5 COMPILATION. A demo, intro and three games... £1.50 758: BOOT-BENCH. This one is full of booting utilities wines £2.00 
260: BLIZZARD. A nice shoot-em-up with good sound effects .....cssssesesseee£1.50 700: D-COPY V1. EXCELLENT copier program. Full instructions...........s:ssssse+£2.50 790: STARTREKKER MUSIC UTIL + DISKMASTER V3 & other utils ..... +£2.00 
263: ADAMS FAMILY. Good pics of this infamous family. 1Mes sussne£1.50 794: 6 GOOD DEMOS + A GAME. The Questor Cowboy anim is good... £1.50 899: MAKE-WORDS, MATCH-WORDS & MATCH ANAGRAMS, By M. Meany £2.00 
987: NASA PICTURES. Good Hi-res pictures of space missions... voee£1.50 798: UTILS. The Famous BOOT-SHOP, BOOT-KIT + OtheFS ..ssssssssssesseenseennn62.50 812: STAR TREK U.S. VERSION. Good! (1Meg min) (2 Drives) 7 senh4.00 
326; POWERPACKER by Nico Francois. Excellent Crunch Util. .......sssssssesesessnsssves £1.50 741: North V1.3 (2 Disks), C Assembler etc. by Steve HaWtin.......ccscsn£5.00 839: C-LIGHT RAY TRACING PACKAGE. A must for the artist! nesruaaaseeins OO. 
331: SPACE LOG. Gives details/charts of space flights . £1.50 756; PSEUDO-COP GAME. An addictive, but not easy, JaM2........r-ser0» £2.00 848: KEFRENS excellent POWRMENU & FONT DESIGNERS. A must! fi £2.50 
416: TOILET PAN BOMB RUN ANIM. Needs min. 2Mb Ram (2 Disks) v63.00 769: THE BEGINNING. A well presented demo + others. 1Me3..... secccuun£2,00 905: TREASURE SEARCH. Brain teaser for the children. 1Meg...... or £2.00 
445; SHOWBIZ ANIM by Robert Corns (runs almost 5 mins.) 1Meg... vo£1.50 967; STEREO 3D DEMOS BY EXIT. (Great! but needs 3D glasses) ..........s0ss0s0062.00 906: DYNAMITE DICK. Dig for treasure avoid the bats! 1Mez........ 11100s89.00 
463: Tobias Richters BILLIARD/RED LOTUS & JET ANIMATIONS .......- £1.50 1018: THINKAHEAD A real mind boggling game from the Clones....... £9.00 907: SNAKES & LADDERS GAME, A MUST for ALL ages. 1M@S ...s.sssssessnssseeer 6.2.00 
484: TERRA MUSIC 12 Toons. (THE BEATLES RE-MIX IS GREAT)...... £1.50 1029: COYOTE. This is yet another excellent Coyote animation.........ss:ece£1.50 910: PAIR-IT. Excellent educational game for the kids. 1Meg +£2.00 
515: NEWTEK DEMO REEL Ill (7 Mins of Animation/sound efx!!) . £3.00 1039: AMI-FX 3. Third in this fractal series. (3 Disks). 1Meg r ceua€4.00 911: AMOS PAINT. A good paint utility. Written in AMOS, 1M@9.....scsssseeseeen62.00 
538: SPRITER. Design your own animated sprites .........ssssessssssssssssns £2.00 79; X-RATED. A good collection of Adult pictures.......... vcnusssassesnuee£200 913: JUGGLER II Animation. This is $00d. 1M@9......:ssssesssssesnssennssernaenneenB 1 OO 
576: EDUCATION packed with some nice progs for the children..... £2.00 113: MUSIC INVASION. 21 Toons + Pacman game. 2 Disks 1/2M@9........:sss+£3.00 917: CLASSICAL MUSIC. Debussy Vol. 1. By Bob Baxter...... utipcenerarimet TOO. 
559: ROT. A 3 dimensional obect gemerator .......:.:ssscsessesesseeeeeeeeee £9.00 130: FLASCHBIER. An excellent game from Alpha Flight.........ssssossssssseseessenues £1.50 922: BAD BIRD ANIMATION By Dr. Gandalph. 1Me@9.........0.00 samgaraiibloo 
562: LAUREL & HARDY “TRAIL OF THE LONESOME PINE” (2 Drives) .. £3.00 943: THE DEFINITIVE JARRE SHOW. Good music & pics. By HCC £1.50 929: DAWN MEGADEMO II from Australia. This is good Sern i Ket, 
565: PYTHONS “LUMBERJACK SONG" (Two drives required)... £3.00 969: SOME GREAT DIGITISED PICTURES OF WATERSHIP DOWN ,...,csssssesssesenne£1.50 933: A-GENE Genealogy THIS IS THE NEW V3. 1Meg asi seven b2,50 
577: 8 USEFUL UTILITIES FOR THE HARD DRIVE USER ETC....... £1.50 965: HOW | CAUGHT AND DESTROYED A VIRUS (Animation). 1Meg .i...:u£1.50 939: FRAXIONS NEW MEGADEMO “THE WALL’. It's good! . £1.50 
580: NCOMM V1.9, Excellent prog for the modem user ........ £1.50 300; CLASSICAL MUSIC 1. Runs nearly 50 mins. (By Rob Baxter)..... vea£1.50 949: SYNERGY WELL PRESENTED SCULPT 4D PICTURES .......:.sssseee £1.50 
596: 200, (YES 200), UTILITIES by Gary of Pendle Europa...... «£1.50 398: GHOSTPOOL and SPIGOT. Animation by Dr. Gandalf. 1Meg.......... £1.50 950: THE EVIL DEAD BY POSSESSED. Can you kill the Zombies... aaineie OO 
599: PONTOON, A nice version by Chris Labrum..........:ssssssssseees £1.50 419: HEADKICK ANIMATION. Needs min. 2Mb Ram. (TWO Disks) ..........ssssss0s0+0£3.00 969: FILLET THE FISH. This is an amusing animation sea £1.50 
612: GAMES COMPILATION, Montana-Kings-/Towers + 5 Others £1.50 417: RAF MEGADEMO. DEMOS -Some playable. (2 Disks 2 Drives)...... £3.00 832: TEXTPLUS 2.0E. One of the better PD Wordpro programs... +£2.00 
618: REFLECTIONS Il. 3/4 of any hours music by the master.......... .£1,50 453: MINIBLAST by Anders Bjerin (Multi-tasking game) ............. scanmaa€1.50 976: THE LAUREL & HARDY SHOW, anim by Brazzle. 2 Disks. 1Meg..... £3.00 
627: RAISIN, MARS AND DELUX (3), ANIMATIONS + TV intro .. £1.50 468: FRAXIONS FORGOTTEN REALMS SLIDESHOW 90 (Ham pics)........ cen 1.50 1091: AT THE MOVIES ANIMATION WITH SOUND EFX. 1Meg sok £1.50 
640: 8 GAMES Including the TRAIN SET, A MUST for the kids...... £2.00 499: LOGICLAB. Design your own electrical CirCUits ......s...ssssssseseeseesssseeeenesenf 2.00 1034: AREXX PROGRAMMERS TUTORIAL DISK from the S.W.A.G. Group. £1.50 
647: HORROR DEMO V1.2. Good horror pics. Adults ONIY......:sssssssssssseeesssee£9.00 591: STAR TREK by T. Richter, authorised English INStrUCtions...........:sessssssee£4.00 1037: GAMES. Klondike (Great version), Simon (Fun for Kids) £1.50 
971: THE NEW MASTER VIRUS KILLER V2. IT RECOGNISES AND KILLS 105 OF THE PESTS & OTHER EXCELLENT FEATURES. (INC. HARD DRIVE PROTECT .......::s0sssseseseseeeeess £2.50 
990: AMIGA C CLUB MANUAL V2. IS NOW READY. LOADS MORE INFO, SOURCE AND HELP FROM ANDERS BJERIN. NOW AUTO-BOOTING AND ON FOUR DISKS . £6.00 
994: FOR THOSE AMY USERS THAT HAVE AN INTEREST IN RELIGIOUS MATTERS. THE COMPLETE NEW TESTAMENT IS ON THIS DISK. (A LOT OF READING) ..... £2.00 


996: THE LATEST AND EASIEST SETKEYS PROG TO RE-DEFINE YOUR KEYMAPS. PLUS A HOST OF OTHER UTILITIES, (ICON DESIGN, ICONLAB, CLIPIT ETC) 
1010: MAGNETIC FIELDS NEW DEMO COMPILATION. THIS INCLUDES THE NEW COMA DEMO PLUS THE VERY WELL PRESENTED BOBBY THE BALL DEMO..... 
1026: STAR TREK MEGADEMO. ANOTHER WELL PRESENTED TWO DISK SET FROM TOBIAS RICHTER, COMBINING PICTURES, ANIMATION AND MUSIC. 1Meg 
1031: GAME COMPILATION. SPACEPOKER, A GOOD VERSION OF THE POKER-BANDIT. PLUS RUNNING AND SNAKEPIT, BOTH WITH FULL GAME EDITING .. 
1033: THIS NICELY PRESENTED PRINTER UTILITIES DISK FROM THE SOUTH WEST AMIGA GROUP, INCLUDES A NICE PROG TO DOWNLOAD FONTS .......:s:sssssseeseeees : 


TEXTPLUS V3.0EN THE SHAREWARE WORDPRO IS HERE!! 
Footnotes, serial letters, multiple windows, ARexx-Port with 120 commands, powerful block-operations, arbitrarily defined command-sequences may be 
sent to the priter via par: or prt:. The ability to load files crunched with PowerPacker, mapping of function keys, menu for external applications or macros, 
automatic saving in time intervals. It is now also ANSI-compatible and has auto-overscan. Offered at the incredibly low price of only £3.00 
IMPORTANT! WE GIVE PRIORITY TO ALL ORDERS THAT ARE MADE FOR OUR LICENCED/COPYRIGHTED PROGRAMS. 
THEREFORE IF YOU ARE MAKING AN ORDER FOR PUBLIC DOMAIN/SHAREWARE DISKS ONLY, PLEASE ALLOW EXTRA TIME FOR YOUR ORDER TO BE RETURNED 
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FREE DISKS + FREE PROGS + FREE MEMBERSHIP - OVER A THOUSAND DETAILED PROGS PLUS SOME GAMES TO PLAY, ON THE MAIN CATALOGUE DISK. ONLY £1.00. 
PRICES QUOTED INCLUDE RETURN POST AND PACKING - MAKE CHEQUES ETC, PAYABLE TO: 


AMIGANUTS UNITED 


WE DO NOT ACCEPT CREDIT CARD ORDERS 


THE 1991 UPDATE TO OUR MAIN CATALOGUE IS NOW READY FOR £1.00 (The update contains only the LATEST additions to the library) 
NEW PROGRAMS WILL ONLY BE ADDED TO THE UPDATE CATALOGUE ON A QUARTERLY BASIS, THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 
(NOTE! AFTER IT'S INITIAL PURCHASE, THE 1991 UPDATED CATALOGUE WILL BE RE-COPIED, FREE! IF YOU RETURN IT WITH AN ORDER FOR £15 OR MORE) 


17 BIT SOFTWARE 


PO BOX 97 Wakefield West Yorkshire WF11XX 
Tel:- (0924) 366982 Fax:- (0924) 366982 


LOOK! NEW PACKS! LOOK! NEW PACKS! LOOK! NEW PACKS! LOOK! NEW PACKS! 


| EDUCATIONAL PACK 


carefully selected from the 
Amos licenseware series 
features COLOURING 
BOOK, ARCHANGLES 
MATHS, WORK AND 
PLAY, AND WORD 
FACTORY. Every program 


A 4 disk educational pack | 


is of acommercial standard | 
and is ideal for children of | 


AMOS GAMES PACK 


A 4 disk games pack that 
should be at least £25 but 
brought to you for an 
amazing £7.99 
All games run without 
Amos and are probably the 
best P.D. games on offer at 
the moment. 
Features Pukado, Jigmania, 

Go Getter and Four Way | 


SOUNDTRACKER 
MODULES 


This pack contains about 
50 modules for use with all 
major music creation 
programs E.G, 
Noisetracker, Protracker, 
Soundtracker ETC, Comes 
complete with Intuitracker, 
a replay routine that allows 
you to string together a 
Modules disk and play 


any age. Lines a superb puzzle game i 
Superb value at only in the Pipemania mould. them back in any order. All 
£7.99 All disks are Amos modules are fine examples 

This j ial PD. at's | licenseware and are of a of Amiga MUSIC 

is 1s essential P.D. at it’s | very high standard!!! Amazing value at only 

very best!!! 7 
£4.99 

17-BIT DISK MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION OFFER!!! ZY-F I AMPLIFIER AND 

17-Bits update is their key to success in the world of Public Domain. It SPEAKER SYSTEM 


offers the very latest in P.D. news every month and is packed with great 
utilities, music, and demo’s. Often copied but never better it’s your 
doorway to the fantastic world your Amiga can offer. 


Single issue (currently 18) £1.50 
5 issues for only £5.00 


12 issues for the staggering amount of £10.00 (less than £1 per disk) 


Ordering any one of these 3 very special offers opens you up to 17-Bit 
software as a fully fledged MEMBER with amazing software bargains, 
hardware offers and a range of P.D. heading for near on 2000. 

We are the oldest and best P.D. library and pride ourselves on an excellent 
speedy service all orders dispatched within 24 hours and with Ist class 
mail. Do your machine a favour and shove in an UPDATE you won’t 


regret it. 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE IF NOT COMPLETELY 
SATISFIED!!! 


17-BIT ARE OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK MONDAY TO 
SATURDAY, 9.00 WHILE 8.00PM MONDAY TO 
THURSDAY AND 9.00 WHILE 5.00PM FRIDAY AND 
SATURDAY, ANY OTHER TIME OUR ANSWER 


MACHINE WILL GLADLY TAKE YOUR CALL. WE 
TAKE ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS INCLUDING 
SWITCH. MAKE CHEQUES AND POSTAL ORDERS 
PAYABLE TO 17-BIT SOFTWARE. TEL 0924 366982 


TOP 10 
NOI APPLECUS 1 MEG 
NO2 NASSA SLIDES 
NO3 PEG ANIM 1 MEG 
NO4 ROBOCOP DEMO 
NOS MC HAMMER MIX 
NO6 MASTER VIRUS 2.1 
NO7 GAMES GALORE 4 
NO8 SYSTEM VIOLATION 
NO9 SIMPSONS DEMO 
NO10 MARIA 


| 17-BIT SOFTWARE | 


Amazing 3 way speaker system 
and built in amplifier that is 
tailor made for your machine, 
comes to you for a fabulous 
price of 
£34.95 
Transforms games into arcade 
soundalikes, and makes music 
throb with power. Do your 
Amiga a favour and plug it into 
a ZY-FI, the two were made for 
each other. 

Works from mains or batteries 
9V adaptor provided. 


WHITTAKER 
SLIDESHOW 2 


WE ALSO STOCK 
FISH 1 TO 430 

AMICUS 1 TO 26 

AMIGAN1TO 23 
T-BAGITO46 


WE ARE ALSO THE ONLY DISTRIBUTORS OF NEWSFLASH (COMPILED BY Mj BROWN) 17-BIT THAT BIT BETTER! 


Rollerpede isn’t a blindingly original 
game concept. In fact, it’s already 
been done a great many times in 
every way from the arcade console 
original to budget compilations. 
What's new about this implemen- 
tation is that it’s free and at least as 
much fun as the game that hooked 
so many of us in the arcades back in 
the early eighties (sound of nostalgic 
music in background). 
Ah — those were the 
days! When sprites were 
sprites and greenie 
blasting meant just that 
— no softie multi-colour 
games in the old days! 
Defender and 
Galaxians were two 
of the most popular 
games around, 
offering raw non- 
stop blasting with 
none of the frills 
associated with 
today’s games 
(any more nos- 
talgia and 
you're fired - 
Ed) but 
arguably the 
most addic- 
tive was Centipede, on 
which our own Rollerpede is based. 
The object of the game is to blast 
as many aliens as possible before 
your own inevitable demise, racking 
up as many points as possi- . 
ble in the process. To aid you 
in this you have a generous 
five lives at the start of the 
game, and it soon becomes 
obvious why you need so many. 
The game starts with a better 


Arcade action to keep 
your joystick jiggling 
with Matthew 
Donkin's superb 
shoot-em-up. Kill 
those creepies! 


than average 
Soundtracker 
tune, and 
offers two 
screens of basic 
information on 
the sorts of aliens 
and power-ups 
you can expect to 
meet. After this, a 
click on the joystick 


er. 

The first thing you'll 
notice is that Rollerpede 
is smooth and fast, and 
that the sound has been 
very well done. The spot 
effects for shots and explosions do 
the job without assaulting the 
eardrums too much, and all scrolling 
is entirely judder-free. 

Speed is a prime concern in the 
game. Your ship will only 
move at one speed - there’s 

no power-up for mobility — but 
the enemy can descend on 
you at a frightening rate once the 
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screen begins to fill up with mush- 
rooms. 

When it encounters a vertical cor- 
ridor of mushrooms, the Rollerpede 
will snake down at great speed, and 
can squish the hapless 
player before he can 
loose off more than a 


Super samples 


Directory: Tune-of-the-Month 


A little while back, we received a diskful of samples 
which had our jaws dropping even as we listened to 
them. ‘Twenty Cuts, Breaks and Scratches’ from Paul 
Hill (of De-Bugging the Wack, Northampton) was a disk 
containing some of the best Amiga samples any of us 
had ever heard, and we couldn't resist using them. 

Unfortunately, it would be unfair to devote an entire 
coverdisk to samples, as our non-musical readers would 
hasten to tell you, so we've done the next best thing 
and decided to supply as many of our favourites as 
space on the disk permits. 

This month, you'll find a ‘samples’ sub-directory in 
the Tune-of-the-Month directory, and in it you'll find six 
superb samples. Four of these are special effects which 
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you could use in a tune if you really wanted to, but 
which are mainly just good fun, or of use to those using 
Walt Disney’s Animation Studio and who'd like to add 
SFX to their cartoons. 

The other two samples, however, are from Paul Hill’s 
disk and are guaranteed to grab your attention. 

Funky Drummer and Boyee are lengthy samples 
which you can use as a basis for a house or hip-hop 
tune. If you doubt the ease with which you can make 
music on your Amiga, load these into last month’s 
coverdisk sensation, MED v3.00, and play them using 
the ’U’ key (this is the pitch at which they seem most 
happy). You should quickly spot the potential for using 
such high quality sounds in your own compositions. 


ied) lex ptepece ter 


Rollerpede - smooth, fast and excellent use of sound are its hallmarks 


THE 


shot or two. The first few levels 
aren’t too taxing as long as you can 
shoot fast enough, but when the 
aliens begin to manifest themselves 
in forms other than the standard 
Rollerpede, things can rapidly 
get hairy. There are four 
special alien types: UFOs, 
Walkers, Seekers, and 
Spiders. 


UFO’s are easy enough to avoid. 
They simply fly along the top of the 
screen dropping strings of bombs 
which, although not very dangerous 
on their own, can detract consider- 
ably from your life expectancy when 
you're trying to dodge attacks from 
three other directions. Shooting 
them as soon as they appear is 
the best way to deal with — 
them, and will earn sia 
you 1500 points. F a L. 
Seekers are a bit 
more of a pain. They ‘i 


appear at the bottom of the screen 
and look something like SCUD mis- 
sile launchers. The difference 
between these and real SCUDS, 
however, soon becomes apparent 
when they home in on you with 
something approaching accuracy. 
Shoot the missiles to preserve 
your peace of mind and 
boost your score by 3000 

points. 
Walkers are extremely 
annoying because they 
can’t be killed. They crawl 
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slowly along the bottom of the 
screen, firing from time to time, and 
force you to hop over them. As this 
can often mean collidin. with a pass- 
ing rollerpede, Walkers are about the 
most annoying aliens of all. Avoid 
them until they walk off the edge of 
the screen. 

Spiders at first 
seem dangerous, 
but they soon 
become a welcome 
sight. This is because although they 
bounce around and can kill at a 


A variety of bugs and 


those joysticks busy 


Author: Argen Schumacher 


OK, we said we’d bring you 
something special to make up for 
the lack of a Tune of the Month 
last month, so we did. In your 
Tune-of-the- 
Month drawer 
you'll find not 
one, but two, 
excellent | 


directory full of top quality sam- 
ples into the bargain! 
Rocket and Confused 
caught our attention 
because they are different 
and because they utilise 
MED's sequencing capabilities 
without falling prey to its inher- 
ent weaknesses. In other words, 
they may have been written with 
the aid of a sequencer, but they 
don’t sound like sequences. 

It is all too easy, when using a 
tool like MED, to fall into bad 


pt pet ae 


He 


tunes and a ‘Tune-Of-The-Month 


habits and to produce music that 
is repetitious and bland. With so 
many easy exits provided for in 
MED, the overwhelming tempta- 
tion is to give in 
and follow along 
the beaten track 
| (no pun intend- 

ed), and just cut 
or paste the same 
block of music, with a few varia- 
tions, until it’s long enough to 
pass off as a song. 

The user can’t be completely 
to blame, because all sequencers 
encourage to a certain extent the 
sort of repetitious techniques 
which are responsible for this 
type of computer music. 
However, when you hear songs 
like the two we’ve chosen this 
month, you have to admit that 
there can be little excuse for lazy 
composing. 


OT 


Le] Tune-OF-The-Mon th mens 


Confused 


Rocket 


How to use The Disk 


First of all, you must make a back-up 
copy of the coverdisk. To do this, boot- 
up with your copy of Workbench, then 
double click on the Workbench disk 
icon, followed by the Shell or CLI icon. 
Now type: 


DISKCOPY FROM DFO: TO DFO: 


or, if you have an extra disk drive, put a 
blank, formatted disk in DF1: and type: 


DISKCOPY FROM DFO: TO DF1: 


Follow the on-screen prompts until the 
copying procedure has ended, then 
put your original disk away in a safe 
place. Now switch off the machine and 
wait for 30 seconds before re-booting 
with the copy. Wait until the 
CoverDisk17 icon appears, double click 
on it and away you go. 

That's all you need do to make a 
straight copy of the entire disk. 
However, you may also want to to” 


copy individual programs from your 
copy of the coverdisk to a separate 
disk. In this case ensure that you fully 
understand which related files need to 
go with it. 

For example, all of the document 
files on the disk require that the text 
editor PPmore is in the current disk's C; 
directory. Therefore, if you copy the 
docs to a new disk you will also have to 
copy PPmore to the new C: directory 
before you can read them. 

Some of the smaller docs will not 
have been crunched, so for these you 
need only change the tool types on the 
icon’s info screen to reflect whichever 
text editor you do have on the new 
disk. 

As a general rule, you should care- 
fully read the documentation for any 
program you copy from disk to disk. 

This can save a great deal of mess- 
ing about and can help you avoid all 
those infuriating error messages! 
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Treasure Island is a 
text-only adventure in 
the classic mould. 
Where it differs from 
many others, however, 
is that you could write | 
it yourself! 

It was generated { 
using Heyley Soft- 
ware’s HatRack II 
adventure generation 
system, a piece of soft- he 
ware designed to make adventure 
game writing as easy as possible. 
Anyone who has ever used The Quill 
or Professional Adventure Writer from 
Gilsoft will be familiar with this sort 
of utility, and might even have 
regretted the lack of such a pro- 
gram on the Amiga. 

You might be asking yourself 
who on earth still plays text adven- 
tures these days, but | remember 
reading a debate on the issue in 
that excellent, if short-lived, com- 
puter mag Micro Adventurer back in 
1984 or thereabouts, and even then 
the pundits were concluding that 
the genre’s days were numbered. 

As far as major commercial 
releases go, that’s more or less true 
today, but there are still a huge 
number of adventure fans out there, 
and if the number of lovingly-craft- 
ed PD text adventures is anything 
to go by, they enjoy writing and 
playing them as much as ever. The 
text adventure is nowhere near as 
dead as they were predicting seven 
years ago. 

Just in case you're completely 
new to computer games, and 
wouldn’t know a Zork if it sat up 
and bit you in the nether regions, 
here’s a quick guide to get you 
started. 

You move around your text- 
defined world either by entering 
the directions as keyboard com- 
mands or by clicking on 
the graphical compass 
which the HatRack system 
| uses for all games. Apart 
rom this, communica- 
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. It is about the size of 


Treasure Island 


Author: Tony Heap 


vent 
can nove north. You see a large shiny 


a small hat or a 

Enough to bring a nostalgic sigh from 
older gamers - a text-only adventure 
tion with the computer is carried 
out entirely through the parser. 

A parser is a word recognition 
routine which converts what you 
type into commands the computer 
can act on, and the HatRack sys- 
tem’s parser is as flexible as the best 
of them. 

It relies on the usual Verb-Noun 
double act (“GET SWORD", for 
example) but can also cope with 
adverbs, adjectives, and pronouns 
(“GET THE BIG SWORD AND HEAVI- 
LY THRASH THE SLIMY EDITOR 
WITH IT”, for instance). The begin- 
ner should thus be able to get his or 
her wishes across to the computer 
with relatively little fuss. 

Treasure Island is a demo adven- 
ture, and is therefore quite small 
with only sixteen locations. It is a 
complete game in itself, however, 
and contains a tricky problem 
whose solution you'll have to pon- 
der for a while. If nothing else it 
should give latter day gamers a 
taste of what they missed when 
Infocom 
closed its 


> 

touch, they are the player’s passport 
to power-ups. Shoot a spider and 
one of four types of power-up 
appears ready to be collected, and 
let me assure you that success is 


These unmissable utilities can all be 
found in the UTILITIES directory. You 
can't miss it — it's the big set of tools 
in the disk's main window. 


ImageED and 
PasteGadgets 


Author: Olaf Leimann 
These two utilities work best in com- 
bination, and give the user freedom 
to mess about in any way he or she 
chooses with the Amiga’s ‘system 
gadgets’. 

System gadgets are the gadgets 
you click on to re-size a window, 
push it to the background, pull it to 
the foreground, or close it. You’re 
normally stuck with the bland stan- 
dard gadgets, but with ImageEd, the 
user can load up the existing system 
gadgets, alter them at will, and save 
them as either raw binary or C source 
code. 

Using PasteGadgets, the cus- 
tomised gadgets can then be loaded 
in as part of a disk’s startup- 
sequence, lending your favourite 
disks an air of customised quality. 

ImageEd’s limitations are that it 
cannot utilise IFF images, so that all 
systemgadgets must be defined with 
its restricted single pixel drawing 
mode, and its failure to use a file 
requestor. These bugs (if you can call 
them that) aren’t really all that dam- 
aging, however, as ImageEd and 
PasteGadgets remain easy and fun to 
use. Fuller documentation for both 
can be found on the coverdisk. 


Encrypt 

Author: Steve Meredith 
Have you ever stored files of a sensi- 
tive nature on your Amiga and 
wished there was some way of pro- 
tecting them from prying eyes? You 
may have stored financial informa- 
tion in an address book program or 
database, or may simply wish there 
was some way to protect your love 
letters from discovery. Privacy can be 
precious! 

Have you tried the AmigaDOS 
command PROTECT <filename> R 
SUB? This would remove the READ 
bit from the filename’s flag set so 
that the file’s contents could not be 
examined until the flag was reset. 
Not a bad defence against Amiga- 
illiterate snoopers, but hardly of use 
against the prowler with a knowl- 
edge of AmigaDOS. 

By using Encrypt, you can make 


impossible in this game without a 
healthy supply of them. 

The most useful power-up, as with 
all arcade games, is the one which 
grants extra firepower. Rollerpede’s 
version takes the simple expedient of 


sensitive files resistent to all but those 
who know the pass-code, thus ren- 
dering them infinitely safer. 

To protect a file using Encrypt, 
simply type the following: 


Encrypt codet code <filename> 


The Encrypt routine will then jumble 
the file according to the two codes 
and overwrite the original file. To 
decypher the file, just use the same 
passwords and the file will be 
restored to its original form. 

The big drawback with Encrypt is 
that it is not a ‘runtime’ encoder. 
PowerPacker is a good example of a 
runtime program because it com- 
presses a file, then attaches a header 
to it which sets out how it will de- 
compress. To use an Encrypted file, 
however, the user would have to go 
through the CLI prior to every file 
access. 

This means that Encrypt could be 
too time-consuming for the casual 
user who happens to be security-con- 
scious, and makes it of more use to 
those with a real need for privacy on 
his or her system. 


JMenu 


Author: Jim Collins 
JMenu is a PD program designed to 
allow any average Amiga owner with 
no knowledge of C or Assembler to 
generate professional looking menus 
from his or her own script files. 

It requires the burning of a few 
brain cells to use, but the results are 
worth the effort. To see it in action, 
click in the CLI window at the bot- 
tom of your screen to activate it, 


then type 


CD SYS:Utilities/JMenu <RETURN> 
Execute Examplet <RETURN> 


You may get error 20: out of memory 
when using an unexpanded Amiga 
500. If so, reboot your coverdisk, 
interrupt the startup by pressing 
CTRL-D as soon as boot-up begins, 
then type in the lines as above. 

JMenu works as a command with- 
in a script file. When it is executed, it 
calls its own special script file defin- 
ing what choices the menu will offer 
and what actions the Amiga should 
take in response. 

Once the user makes a choice by 
clicking on the mouse, the response 
is carried out and control is passed 
back to the original script file. This 
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doubling the player's rate of fire, 
which can have a dramatic effect on 
your greenie-totalling ability. It 
should be gobbled up as soon as it 
appears on screen as all power-ups 
disappear after a few seconds if not 


would enable you, for instance, to 
call a menu from your startup- 
sequence to offer a variety of startup 
options, such as a NoFastMem start- 
up, or a stripped-down Workbench. 

More usefully, the program gives 
average owners the ability to define 
menus which hold simple click-and- 
go ‘macro’ style operations of their 
choice. The possible uses are restrict- 
ed only by your imagination and 
requirements. 

The documentation supplied with 
JMenu is rather brief, so you might 
find a few words on its technical 
aspects of some help. Syntax is of the 
form 


JMenu <scriptname> <variablename> 


where scriptname is the file contain- 
ing information on the menu itself, 
and variablename is the variable 
which will hold the user’s response. 

The scriptname file is made up of 
three main types of information. 
Every menu is made up of TITLE 
lines, which the user can use as he or 
she likes, MENU lines which hold the 
choices which will actually be dis- 
played, and EXEC lines which hold 
the AmigaDOS actions to be carried 
out as a result of the user’s choice. 

To define a menu, you must create 
a script file listing your MENU choic- 
es, then the corresponding EXEC 
responses in the same order. 

As long as you put a space 
between the keywords (MENU and 
EXEC) and the text, JMenu will read 
these and execute them accordingly. 
ample below as an illustra- 


example menu 
you see how 


called by a line in a script file some- 
thing like this: 


- dMenu sillyexample vari 


and would display the menu shown 
in the JMenu screen shot. 

One last thing to remember about 
JMenu is that it treats the EXEC 
AmigaDOS command as an environ- 


The menu defined above would be _ 


collected. 

The second most useful is the 
‘extra man’ power-up. These appear 
less frequently than most, but are a 
quick and easy route to survivability. 
The problem with very desirable 


A silly example menu — but you can be 
serious if you like! 

ment variable, and will attempt to 
write to the ENV: device, which is 
where all environment variables are 
stored. 

Normally, ENV: is set up either as a 
real directory on your disk or, more 
commonly, is assigned in the startup- 
sequence as being the RAM: disk. 

This has already been done in 
CoverDisk 20's startup-sequence, but 
if you move the program to a new 
disk, you will have to put the line 


ASSIGN ENV: RAM: 


in its startup-sequence or type it into 
CLI before using JMenu. 

Finally, feel free to experiment 
with JMenu. There are quite a few 
example scripts and menus in the 
JMenu directory, not all of which will 
work from your coverdisk because 
they require AmigaDOS commands 
not in the disk’s C: directory, but all 
of which will work if you transfer 
JMenu to a Workbench disk. 


ColourKwik 
Author: Adam Lock 
ColourkKwik is one of those time-sav- 
ing utilities which is only really appre- 
ciated by those who have tried the 
alternatives. It makes it easy for the 
user to alter and save to disk any sin- 
gle set of Workbench colour prefer- 
ences, and can save a great deal of 

messing about. 
For example, if you're one of 
those people (Dennis Norden not 


_ included) who have booted up a PD 


disk or a coverdisk, and enjoyed the 
Workbench colours it used enough to 
try to emulate them, you'll already 
know how hellish a task it can be to 


fiddle with the colour settings in 


preferences. 

Now all you need do is run the 
ColourKwik program and then save 
your palette to disk. The obvious 
advantages are that you can ship 
colour palletes from disk to disk with- 
out the pointer and other prefer- 
ences information contained in the 
system-prefernces file, and that by 
using ColourKwik you can easily alter 
the colours on a disk which doesn’t 
contain the Preferences program. 


power-ups such as this is that you 
often get yourself killed in the over- 
eager rush to collect them! 

The other two are not as exciting, 
but Shield can come in very handy, 
and Boost will earn you a welcome 
few extra points. Don’t bust a gut to 
reach these amidst a swarm of roller- 
pedes, but pick them up if you can. 


even if you have seen its like before. 
It's fast, fun, and addictive. Enjoy! 


We're sure you'll like Rollerpede, 


We are always on the lookout for new 
quality Amiga programs for the coverdisk. 
If you think you have written something 
good enough for others to share and 
enjoy, please send it in and we'll have a 
look. 

The Amiga Computing coverdisk is used 
by thousands of Amiga owners every 
month in places all over the world from 
New Zealand to the U.S.A, so if your sub- 
mission finds its way onto the disk, you 
could be famous! 

Please make sure you list ALL 
Workbench and other files necessary for 
the program to work. Feel free to design 
your own icons for progs which run from 
Workbench, but please don’t make them 
too big. 

If you ensure your program is as com- 
patible as possible with a wide range of 
Amigas, it will also stand a better chance 


Daytime phone.. 
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Think you can do better? 
Want to be famous? 


of publication. We are especially interest- 
ed In programs designed to work with the 
A3000, although if they work only with the 
new machine they'll have to be quite 
small. 

We are prepared to pay our current 
rates for original work which hasn‘t been 
distributed in any other way and which has 
not been put in the public domain. 

If you wish your program to be released 
as shareware or freeware we will be happy 
to publish it, but would, of course, be hap- 
pler if we’d been given it first! 

Your submission MUST be accompanied 
with the submissions form, a copy of it, or a 
signed declaration to the same effect. 
Please supply your full name address and 
phone number. 

We cannot undertake to return disks 
sent to us as the volume of submissions 
makes this an impractical exercise. 
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You must sign this declaration 


The stuff on this disk is mine. | didn't nick it off someone else. It hasn’t been published 
before and | haven’t submitted it elsewhere because | want Amiga Computing to pub- 
lish it. | understand that by submitting my work to Amiga Computing and signing this 
declaration | am giving full copyright control to Europress Publications Ltd, 

| understand that if my submission is bought by Amiga Computing | will be paid the cur- 
rent applicable rate, | know what copyright means and | will be responsible for any 
possible litigation arising from breech of it by Interactive Publishing as a result of using 


my submission. 
Post your submissions 
WITH A COPY OF THIS FORM to: 
SIQME sosesrersssseessnsssesssrnssasessrsssssenrseeeeny Stevie Kennedy, Amiga Computing, 
Dat CoverDisk Submissions, Europa House, 
ID Yoxraphantelctoattecacesc csfistsfaxtaovaeavecreratndecee, 


Adlington Park, Macclesfield, SK10 4NP 
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THE NATIONS TOP 
PERIPHERAL SUPPLIER 


RADICAL RAM MICE 


THE ORIGINAL NAKSHA 


JOYSTICKS MUSIC 


AL P 1/2 MEG UPGRADE Turn your 
pala aa MOUSEpLus! Mouse & Mat Amiga into 
: . UPGRADE (Amiga & ST) a Mega 
Quickshot 2 Turbo bay fe - £19.95 Sac nana 
£9.99 pane Blasting 
Comp Pro 5000 Goal With clock.....£24.99 System 
£9.99 Nees et cones 50 WATT 3 
Comp Pro 5000 Extra ar PG, Ams PC, Way Speakers Power 
£12.99 Without clock£21.99 anata Supply, cables, Headphon - 
Star Probe - es & full instructions 
£10.99 MICROSMART MEGA DEALS sala | Sine acca 
tia . All inc. upgrade and clock lal interface ............. 
Sie eS | MegaPC Mouse Pack |] 
. Dragons Lair 2 Dr Halo Art Package 9-25 Convertor, 
Topstar Pad, Holder, Superb Quality + Value at Personal Stereo 


Rewind, Fast Forward & 
Mega Bass Switch....... 
asain aeterves ONLY £14.99 


Call for details on 
the new Roland 
Synth Amiga kit with 


£9.99 £24.99 


ACCESSORIES HARDWARE 


DISK BOXES 


3.5 4O Calp ...eescssssssstessteesseeseeenees £5.99 Sampling & 
setonctnecessaiiiiebaniainaieed BATTERIES, GAMEBOY PACK sequency 
= que 
5.25 BO. CAD seeacescnseseerssnonsesscncsrsesene : HEADPHONES £69.99 Capebilliies 200+ 


& TETRIS sound types with percussion & 
sacceccsccecconccnscceusnccenssss 5 sampled sounds. 


Tiger Cub ST & AMIGA 
ONLY £94.99 


QUALIT 
Y DISK 
COVER 
£4.99 


16 Bit Mega Drive & 
M Mouse 1G Kederrineisccadin! 

BOIS sa viensanncosaieannntenaiieren F £165.00 : 
‘isisinis'sarercidaaleosoumosinnansinetn asin z Sega Master System 

Scien soieanigueadssinnganes suse civvinoamnwsueed ; £74.99 


Deluxe Music Con Kit. 

~anseueeauatinasiewsnaneammwereseeed : Ames ~Widi -'Dialiiear... 

Screen Filter £9.99 Please ring for cheap & comprehensive | [quartet (ST & Amiga). 
TOON FIILOL oo... seevsssseeeesesssseeecessesseesesee ’ asa crap i 

Printer Lead ..............csccsseeclesseesssseceneeees £9.99 . 


extras 
ST Turbo Blitz Lead................0:ceee 


Audio Engineet............::00 £149.00 


Amiga A500 Screen Gems Pack Extra 
£399 ifie VAT & Nextday Courier | = the amiga 1500 Persona 


the ultimate in Personal Home Computers for 
the whole family. Platinum/works - integrated - 
Word Processor, Database and spreadsheet. 
Deluxe Paint 3 - the ultimate in paint packages. 
Populous and Sim City - State of the Art 
strategy games. Battlechess - the chess 
programme amongst all-chess programmes. 
Their Finest Hour=The battle of Britain 
brought-to life in a techni ghtsin 
stereo colour monitor to get the best from your 
Amiga. The Amiga 1500 has been designed 
around the already popular Amiga:A500, but 
with hardware facilities that would put any mid 
/ range business machine to' share. \ v\ 
/ ~ Please call for further details: 
£1049. 00 inc VAT + next day courier service. 


Amiga A500 Screen Gems Pack 
£379 inc VAT & Next day Courier 


Screen'Gems Pack a 


Sereen, Gems Pack i 


Amiga 500 542K keyboard wih iltin 1 
Meg disk drive @ Free TV r worth 
£24.99 allowing you to use t miga with a 
normal TVe Joystick;motse mat + 10 
blank disks, mouse'+ mains. plug @ Amiga 
basic, Amiga extra’s'13.workbench 1 -US 
Amiga step by step tutorial e With a further” 
four_new releases ® Shadow Beast'l, Back 
to the Future Il, Nightbreed and Days of 
Thunder 


des: 


Meg disk drive e Free TV Mod: 
£24.99 allowing you to use th 
anormal TV @ 10 free games 
software has a potential RRP of £200.¢ 
Joystick, mouse mat + 10 blank yg 
mouse + mains plug ® Amiga basic, : 
extra’s 13 workbench 13 PLUS Amiga step 
by step tutorial e'Withia further four new 
releases @ Shadow Beast Il, Back to the 
Future Il, Nightbreed and Days of Thunder 


Amiga A500 Sound & Vision Pack PRINTERS 
AMIGA.A500 CLASS OF THE _ £399 inc VAT & next day courier Star LC24 200 24PIN including 
1990’s BUSINESS + eee | Ay aM = Wav with built in 1 ST /Amig’ coscssssssessesssssscssesseesensenseneenessees £259.00 
isk Drive ¢ Free TV Modulat : ; 

EDUCATIONAL PACK worth £24.09 allowing youto usethe Amiga | <, Star LC200 24 Colour including 
£499.00 inc VAT & with anormal TV e Deluxe Paint Graphics | S1/Amiga —. 210,00 

mae Package ®@ Shadow of Beast Il horizontal Star LC200/24°Colour inbcluding 
courier = scrolling games software @ Back to the interface lead for ST. /Amiga’az£219.00 


- Future film action software @-Nightbreed 
_ state of the art graphical arcade action 
10 free games worth £200 ® Free joystick, 
mouse mat & 10 blank disks © Amiga Basic 
“Amiga Extras 1.3 Workbench 1.3 PLUS the 
Amiga Step by Step Tutorial @ All leads, 
manuals PLUS Mouse and Mains plug @ 
PLUS Days of Thunder serious fast action 
games software @ Deluxe Paint Il 


FEATURES 
Amiga A500°TV Modulator e Midi interface- 
Software ® Kind Words Il wordproc’or 
Page Setter DTP.e Super Base Persia 
Database @ Maxplan 500 spreadsheet @ 
Amiga Logo BBC Emulator Deluxe Paint II @ 
Mouse mat 10 Blank Disks and disk wallet 


LC200 24 Colour = The most popular 
letter quality printer on the market only 
£219.00 with all Amiga + ST leads 


Amiga Power Supply ccscsssscecsseeecssteses £34.95 


“Amiga + ST Second Drive 880K 
formatted ‘Anti.click on/off switch 
CAmiga has Daisy chaitfacility . £59.99 


KAIGIROS/IMVALRRIF DAVATIL ORIDIE [FR 
24HRS 0908 564369 or the shop-0908 615049 


AMIGA UTILITIES & BUSINESS THE NATIONS TOP 125 TITLES THE ULTIMATE COLLECTIO 


+.19.99  Recommended.... 


Aegis Sonix.. S.T S.T M 


" seine es - . 1/2 Meg Upgrade .........---..-44.99 Hint Laser Squd...........12.99..12.99 
A-Max (Mac Emulator) .....109.99 Budokan i .99. i Addidas Football.......13.99..16.99 Leaderboard Birdie....13.99..16.99 
DevPac 11 44.99 ART & SOUND 
eT aici Castle Master Manchester United .... t r 688 Attack Sub ~sne-16.99 Leisure Suit Larry 2......19.99..19.99 
Digicale serene 7 .M.O.S . “ Chase HO Man Hunter in’ San Frandess ‘AMOS. oes ~...0194.99 Leisure Suit Larry 3......26.99..26.99 
Hisoft Basic........... 59.99 Can Do , eee Austertitz ..... 16.99..16.99 Licence To Kill .12.99..12,99 
KindWOrdS «........:essessse37.99 Deluxe Paint 111 Chess Championships 2175 (1 MB)... “ Axeis Magic Hammer ..13.99..13.99 Life & Death’ 19.99..19.99 
Lattice C.V.4 cscs. 164.99 Deluxe Video 111 ... Codename Iceman. Midnight Resistance BAT"... 26.99..19.99 Light Force +110 16.99..16.99 
‘Mavis Beacons Typing 49.99 Fanvision... Colonels Bequest Midwinter . Back To The Future 2...16.99..16.99 Lombard RAC Rallly......14.99..14.99 
Vv. 59.99 Maste id Conquest of Camelot. Navy Seals Balance Of Power 16.99..16.99 Loom 16.99..16.99 
Protext V.4... seseeeenee lastersoun - ‘ Birds Tale 1 or 2 5.99....5.89 Lords Of The Rising Sun.-.......17.99 
Superbase Personall 2.......21.99 Proton Paint 11. Corporation. Neuromancer. Hint Book Bards Tale 2...- 16.99 Lost Patrol ...13.99..16.99 
Quartet Damocles. Operation Thunderbolt Batman Caped Crusader12.99...- Magnum 4... 16.99..16.99 
GRAPHICS & VIDEO Studio Megik Dragons Breath Pipe Mania..... Batman The Movie 13.99..16.99 Manchester United.......16.99..16.99 
Aegis Video Titler...............82.75 | Accountant V3.3... Dynasty Wars .... Player Manager Battle Command... 16.99..16.99 Manhunter Newyork ......16.99..16.99 
Credit Text Scroller............20.90 Devpac ST V2.0... Emlyn Hughes Soccer Projectyle. Battle Of Britain 19.99..19.99 Manhunter NY Hint book 6.99....6.99 
Fi Pi Battle Chess ss 16.99,.16.99 Manhunter S'Francisco 21.99.....- 
DPaint 111 (Pal 1mb)........57.50 First Words Plus........ Escape From Singes Castle Puzznic Battle Master 16.99..16.99 Maniac Mansion..........16.99..16.99 
Real things Birds...... -20.90 Fleet Street Publisher Escape Planet or Robot Monsters Rainbow Islands Beach Volley 13.99..16.99 Matrix Marauders" ......13.99..13.99 
D'Luxe Video 111(Pal1mb).67.75 —_ Hisoft Basic Fire and Forget *.. Rotator * Billy the Kid* 16.99..16.99 — Microprose Soccer.......14.99..14.99 


Photon Paint (Pal).............12,50  Hisoft C .. 
Photon Paint 11 (Pal 1mb).21.50 K-data 
Professional Draw 2 K-graph 2 
(1mb) seneseee 158.50 K-spread 1 ...... 
Pro Video Plus ................177.90 K-spread 2 
Sclupt 3DXL(Pal 1mb)......112.00 K-Word 2...... 
Trip- A-TTON ........e.se0e 24,99  Latice C.... 
TUrbO SilVEF........:..sse0000297.50  Mailshot Plus. 
TV Show 2 2 (Pal 1mb)......57.00 Prodata 

TV Text Pro (Pal) seve 98,50 Protaxt V4.2 «0.2.00 
Video Frame Grabber Purchase Ledger...... 


Black Tiger 13.99..16.99 M1 Tank Platoon”..........21.99..21.99 
Blade Warrior 16.99..16.99 Midwinter ‘i 19.99..19.99 
Blood Money .16.99..16.99 Midnight Resistance .....13.99..16.99 
Bloodwych Data Disk .....9.99....9.99 Mini Office Comms........16.99. 

Bomber 21.99..21.99 Mini Office Graphics......16.99 

Boxing Manager 13.99..13.99 Mini Office Spread........16.99. 

BSS Jane Seymour......16.99..16.99 Murder” scene 16.99..16,99 
Budokan... sss16.99 New Zealand Story.......13.99..16.99 
Cabal 13.99..16.99 Night Breed” 13,99..16.99 
Carrier Command.........14.99..14.99 Ninja Spirit 01 13,99,.16.99 
Castle Master 16.99..16.99 Ninja Warriors 13.99..13.99 
Cavadar’ ...... 16.99..16.99 Nitro” 16.99..16.99 
Chaos Strikes Back......16.99. North & South 16.99..16.99 


Flip and Magnose 
F-29 Retailiator..... 
Fire and Brimstone . 
Flood .... 
Hero's Quest (1 mb) 
Imperium...........-++ 

International 3D Tenni: 
HOM LOT .......seceneenee 

It Came From The Desert (1 MB) 
Kings Quest 4... 


Rogue Trooper * 
Red storm Rising .. 
Shadow Warrior... 
Vaxine * 
Space Ace 
Space Quest 2 (1 mb) 
Super Cars (Gremlins) 
Their Finest Hour ... 
TUCO iarssveanccacacs 
T.V Sports Basketball . 


). 


(Pal/ B+W)....-..-sssssseseesss98.75 Sales Ledger Last Ninja 11.. Chuck Yeager" .............16.99..16.99 Operation Stealth 16.99.,19.99 
Video Colour Upgrade........16.25  SWiftal@........ceceeeee Leisure Suit Larry 3 Chase HQ. 13.99..16.99 Oriental Games 16.99..16.99 
XCad Designer........... 79.50 Timeworks DTP.......... Lost Patro! ... Colorado.......... 16.99..16.99 Operation ThunderBolt.13.99..16,99 


‘Combo Racer 13.99..13.99 Operation Harrier” 16.99,.16,99 
Corporation, 16.99..16.99 Operation Wolf ....... 12.99..14.99 
‘Commando 13.99..13.99 Overlander 13,99 


MUSIC APPLICATION WORDPROCESSORS —_| Mean Streets"... 
Aegis Sonix 2.0 45.75 Excellence 2........ 129.95, 


Deluxe Music ................+.50.25 Kindwords 2.... ee tall . = ST. “MI Commando War 1699.16.99 P47. 1599.15.99 
Music X (UK Version) 94.50 Penpal --99.82 | Airbourne Ranger Grand Prix Circuit Strider 2°. 16.99 16.99 | Conflict Europe.............16.99..16.99 Paper Boy arene 2.99..12,99 
Master Sound Digitizer.......34.90  Protext vvereseeee 64.86 | Ant Heads Hard Driven...... .99 Sim City 14,99 14.99 | Colonels Bequest (1mb)..-.......26.99  Pipemania 13,99..16.99 
Future Sound Digitizer 77.90 ProWrite3 erase iin ATF 2 Hollywood Collection 19.9919.99 Spy Vs Spy. Conquest Camelot (1mb) - 26.99 Pirates 15.99..15.99 


Midimaster Interface Scribble Platinum 41.86 Conqueror 16.99..16.99 Player Manager............12.99..12.99 


Death Trap * 
Draon Strike * 
Duster * ... 


Elo Phantoms... 
EDUCATIONAL Eye of the Beholder 
Hill Street Blues io 
AMIGA John Matten American Football . 


..13.99 | Midwinter 2. 
Mighty Bombjack. 


Rocket ranger 2 
Search for the King 
Spellbound °....... 
Stratego* 


Awesome Indianapolis 500° . -16.99 Spy Vs Spy 11 Continental Circus 13.99.1399 Plotting® 
9) 13,99..16.99 
{6 porta) oD ane heen BO Alister Infestation....... 9.99 Spy Vs Spy 111. Crackdown 13.99.1399 Police Quest..........16.99.16.99 
Midi Lead ........ 100) “Wordpertens cea Baal....... Ingrids Back. se8.99 Super Hang Oi Crazy Cars 2 11.99..14.99 Police Quest 1,2 Hint BK6.99....6.99 
Piravard Pius ieee Ballistrix 13.9913.99 Tank Attack q x Cyberball 13.99..13.99 Police Quest 2 s112:16.99..16,99 
BUSINESS & EDUCATION Virus Infection Prot....... 34.96 f = Teen M it t Turtles *.....19.99 19.99 Damocles sn 18.9913,99  Populas 16.99.,16.99 
Advantage 77.50 X Copy Backup/Editor........17.94 | Barbarian 2 (palace) seer . eenage Mulan tates 5 “9 Idan Dare 3. 13.99..13.99 Populas Promised Land .7.99....7.99 
Fun School 2 over 8's(each) VIDEO Blasteriods.. Kick Off (1 Meg) 14.99 TNT nn cceceee 19.99 19.99 | Dark Century 16.99..16.99 Power Drome u.16.99..16.99 
£12.50 Credit Text Scroller.............29.90 | Blood Money. Line of Fire’ .... 16.9916.99 Tournament Golf 16.99 16.99 | Days Of Thunder .19.99..19.99 — Power Drift. 16,99..16.99 
Robot Readers: 3 Bears ....22.90 Deluxe Video 3 sssssse69,92 | Boulderdash Const Kit Lords Of The Rising Sun.....11.99.11.99 Toyota Celica * Degas Elite iced 7 Power Monger 16.99..16.99 
: M 799 The Cycl Deluxe Music Con Kit. 69.99 Precious Metal...........15.99..15,99 
SpellBook 4-6 or 7+(each) 18.50 Digi View Gold.................119.83 } Brian Cloughs Footbal Manic Miner... see e Cycles.. Deluxe Paint 3 "59.99 Pro Tennis Tour 16.99.1699 
Hisoft Basic............. 56.00 FrameGrabber .................569.94 | Buck Rogers * Marble Madness fs Hf TOON cesses Deluxe Photolab............-......59.99 Rainbow Islands 13.99..16.99 
Home Accounts.. sesss:20.75 Gold Disk Type Video. 34.96 | Captive *...... Menace. 4.99 ....4.99 Tower of babel Deluxe Print 2. ~s.-069,99 Red Storm Rising 15.99. 
Home Office Kit...... 97.50 Hitachi Camara &16mm...199.87 | Carthage * Narc *. 16.9916.99 Treasure Dizzy Island. Deluxe Production. 89.99 Resalotion 101 16,99..16.99 
Kindwords 2.0 1MB Kars Headline Fonts 2 .......54.97 | Conflict In Europe.......... TrivialPursuits .... peewee 16.99. 7 = Aes Dangers : re oo ‘8 30 
Recommended ss34.99  Minigen Genlock 99.82 | Curse of the Azure Bonds ; 99 TV Sports Football pane 16.99.1699 Flick dangerous 2°..-16.9016.99 
Mavis Beacon Typing Tutor19.75 — Project D 31.97 | Daily Double Horse Racing .99.9....9.99 Platinum *... 19.9919.99 Weird Dreams. Dragons Lair 2 winrne2B.99 RISK vvessen 13.99..13.99 
Micro GCSE Maths The Director .........ees0sss047.84 | E-Swat * Rocket Ranger 6.99 ....6.99 Wolf Pack * .99 | Dragon Spirit 12.99..12.99 Robocop 12.99..15.99 
Micro GCSE French The Director Tool Kit ........27.83 | Epic * : Secrets of the Luftwaffe * ....19.99 19.99 Wonderland 19.99 19.99 | Dragons Breath 21,99..21.99 Robocop 2 13.99..16.99 
Micro GCSE English Title Page 139.84 | ET Ball Manager 11+Exp Kt12.9912.99 Sega Master Mix ° 19.9919.99 World Champ Soccer 16.99 16.99 Dragons aid Pa a i Rocket Ranger 2 a a iN Hs 
(Each) 19.25 TY Text Professional 99.82 | Gauntlet 11 ...... ..7.99....7.99 Sound Express .. Wrath of the Demon * . 16.99 16.99 Been . ind 21.99.2199 Se Gaunlet .........12.99..15,99 
Microtax Word Processor...19.25 Video Tithet ....vsver-s-n-84.87 | Golden Axe * 16.9916.99 Shufflepack Cafe Dungeon Master 16.99..16.99 RYF Honda. 14.99..14.99 
Microbase Database .25 Vidi Amiga PAL Digitiser ....94.99} G riaats 16.99 16.99 Silent Service. . Dungeon Master Editor ..7.99....7.99 S Quest 1,2.3 Hint BK ...6.99...6.99 
Pen Pal (Pal 1MB) . VidiChrome ++1:19.76 Dungeon Master Hints....9.99....9.99 Shadow Warriors 13.99..16.99 
Prodata re 54.00 Zoetrope 1mb.......... 79.81 Dynamite Debugger" - 16.99 Secret Of Money Land .19.99..19.99 
Protext 4.2 (1mb) COMING VERY SOON!!! CALL FOR LATEST DETAILS Dynasty Wars 1999.16.99 Shadow Of the Beas .-..22 98 
ition One* 5 ladow e Beast 
MICROSMART MEGADEA ! ST AM Elite 14.99..14.99 Sherman M4 16.99..16,99 
soseesennensnnneneaneeeen srssanesnessneees OT ssssesneees Ay ; .! Emlyn Huges 13.99..13.99 Shinobi sven 4 2,99..12,99 
4D Boxing 16.99 Music X Jnr Emlyn Huges Quiz’......13.99..13.99 Shot em up Construction Kit 
Hine. rade and clock i 99. f Escape From Robot Monsters ssesse1 9.99.,19,99 
Id of Realm 36.99 s -..13.99..13.99 Silent Service 14.99. 
Gold ea All inc. upg Botics th Ge : 
Betrayal ... ool of Radiance : F16 Combat Pildt.........16.99..16.99 Silworm 1V" 13.99..13.99 
Space Ace 56.99 23 
Dragons Lair 2 56.99 Billy the Kid Predator 2’ 99 .. i F19 Stealth Fighter.......19.99..19.99 SimCity ssseeeees19,99..19.99 
e ime Wave.. Rocky Horror Show * F29 Retaliator 16.99..16.99 Sim City Terrain + eens 13.99 
Dragon Master 46.99 crime e y Falcon 16.99..16.99 Sir Fred 16.99..16.99 


J.Nicholas 46.99 
Kick Off 2 ‘ 39.99 


Fantavision + .sv129,99 Sideshow. 16.99 
Falcon Mission Disk......13,99..13.99 Silkworm... 16.99 
Falcon Mission Disk 2 ..13.99..13.99 Skate or Die* 16.99..16.99 
Farey Tale Adventure.......-......18.99 Sound Express Stereo Sampler 
Ferrari Forula 1 16.99.1699 i » sen84.99 
Fighting Soccer 13.99..16.99 Sleeping Gods Lie.........14.99..14.99 
Final Battle" = ssinn16.99 Sly Spys 3 13,99..16.99 
Fireball” 16.99..16.99 Snow Strike” .16,99..16.99 
Fire And Brimstone.......16.99..16.99 Space Ace....... 26.99..26.99 
Fire and Forget 2° .........°.016.99 Space Quest 3. 26,99..26.99 
Flight Sim 2 26.99..26.99 Space Harrier 3. 13,99..13,99 
Flight of hte Intruder.....16.99..16.99 Spy Who Loved Me......13.99..13.99 
Fit Disk 7 or 11 13.99..13.99 Star Trek V 16.99..16.99 
Fit Disk European..........13.99..13.99 Star Wars Trilogy..........16.99..16.99 
Fit Disk Japan. 13.99..13.99 Star Flight 16.99..16.99 
Football Director 2........12.99..12.99 Star Flight Hint BK. + senses. 99 
Naksha Mouse £. Ft'ball Manager 2 Gift pk12.99.12.99 Star Glider 2 14.99..14.99 


The Killing Cloud 
Wildfire *.... 


Answer Back Senior. 
Dinosaur Discovery Kit... 
Discover Chemistry 
French Mistress 
Fun School 2 (under 16) 
Fun School 2 6-8 
German Master 


Ftballer of the year 2....13.99..13.99 Stos 19.99... 
Italian Tutor Contriver Mouse Sin 1 Full Metal Jacket 16.99..16.99 Stos Compiler. 13.99 
Kid Talk... Power Drive ST/Amiga.. Fun School 2 (6-8)........11.99..11.99 Stos Games Galore......16.99. 


QS 2 Turbo 
QS 3 Turbo 
5 in 1 Contriver Mouse. 
Compo Pro Extra 5000 
40 Lockable Disk Disk. 
80 Lockable Disk Box 
Mouse Mat 
: THE YOUNGER YEARS Mouse House 
Amiga 4 player Adaptor 
Amiga 500 Dust Cover.. 
Disk Cleaning Kit. 
Box 10 Bulk disks. 


Math Talk.. 
My Paint... 
PuzzleStory Book.. 
Rhyming Notebook 
Spanish Tutor 


Fun School 2 (over 8)...11.99..11.99  Stos Maestro ................16.99. 

Fun School 2 (under 6).11.99..11.99  Stos Spirits 600 .... 11,99.....° 
Future Wars. soe 16,99..16.99  Stider 13.99,.16.99 
Ghostbusters 2 16.99..16.99 Stunt Car Racer. 15.99..15.99 
Ghost & Goblins 13.99..13.99 Stun Runner sees 16,99,.13.99 
Ghouls & Ghosts 13.99..16.99 Subbuteo 12.99..12.99 
Gold of the Americans.....- 16.99 Super Cars .e13,99.,13,99 
Gold of the Aztecs 16.99..16.99 Swords of Twilight 16.99..16.99 
Golden Shoe” 13.99..16.99 Swords Of TwilightHint Book 

Grand National 13.99 casee44se1150 99 44.5.99 
Grand Prix Circuit ~.....16.99 Teenage Mutant Turtles ..- 19.99 
Gravity ........0-000 16.99..16.99 Test Drive 2 1% 0400 16,99 
Gremlins 2° 13.99..13,99  T't Drive 2 Calif. Chall......- 9.99 
Gunship. 14.99..14.99 Test Drive 2 Muscle Cars - 9.99 
Hard Driven* 13.99..13.99 Test Drive 2 SuperCars..-.........9.99 


JUST IN 
GB ROUTE 
£32.99 
Calculate Route, 


NEW Fun School 3 Under 5. 
NEW Fun School 3 5-7 years 


17.99 
17.99 


NEW Fun School 3 7 and over 17.99 Heavy Metal 13.99..16.99 The Jetsons.......nmumenetennn16.99 
Junior Typist 18.99 aiced Sony (Box 10) 4 = | Heoros suse 19.99..19.99 The Plague 16.99..16.99 

7 mepatergrinannstatenaties et et T U Highway Patrol 16.99..16.99  Thunderstrike ....0.1.u.13.99..16.99 
Micro French (GCSE)..... 17.99 Amiga’: ST Drives. imes, ue ses HilStat cn 16.99.1699 The Cycles i sectors 6,99 
Things to do with numbers 15.99 | Gyggg3 2. Hounds Of Shadow......16.99..16.99 Theme Park Mystery ....16.99..16.99 


015.99 
13.99 
13.99 


Imperium id 16.99..16.99 The Kristal .-19,99....9,99 
Impossamole 13.99..13.99 Time 19.99..19.99 
Indy Jones Action 13.99..13.99 Toobin 13.99..13.99 
Indy Jones Adventure...16.99..16.99 Total Eclipse o 13.99..13.99 
Indy Jones Hint Book .....5.99....5.99 Total Recall” a 16.99 
Interceptor. * 16.99 Tower Of Babel s-16,99..16.99 


Things to do with words.. 
Spell Book 4-9 
Lets spell at home. 
Lets spell at the shops. 
Puzzle Book Vol 2 


Monitor Lead . 
LC200 Colour + Mono + printer 
LC 200 24 Mono Printer............ 
LC 200 24 Colour Printer 


ngelg Interphase 16.99..16.99 Track Suit Manager ...12.99..12.99 
i 0... i Int Champ Wresiing.......-....16.99 Trained Assassin = ens 8.99 
Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing......... : FAX 0908 262551 Inte Soccer Challege 16.99 Triad Vol 3 vou 19.99..19.99 
Anewer' Back Junior ; Iron Lord seen 16.99..16.99 Turbo Outrun 13.99..16.99 
a i Healy 1990... 16.99 Turrican vn 16,99 

24 Hr Hotline 0908 546369 or 0908 615049 ItCame From The Desert(1MB) ‘TV Sports Baseball”.....-....19.99 


19.99.....- TV Sports Basketball.......-.......19.99 
It Came Fi The Desert Data TV Sports Football........16.99..17.99 


ORDER FORM 


: ma ee : 9.99.....- Typhoon Thompson ............13.99 
=> oo 5 nn np ee nn | Weer aaa) Pe 
COMP PRICE Have you ordered from us before? es No J. Nickiaus Extra Courses UMS... 14.99..14.99 
AC 06 Seiarties 9.99... UMS 2 "15.99..15.99 
J. Nicklaus Golf 16.99..16.99 UMS Scenario 1 8.99.....- 
: J. Nicklaus Unlimited Golf UMS Scenerio 2 . 8.99.....- 
NAME : one weed a 19.99..19.99 Unreal ose 16.99..16.99 
ADDRESS 6 ssi issvssccneessansnsaananeaneniznnsnasisisneanasinnsksncscesias Jumping Jackson..........16.99..16.99 Untouchables 13.99..16.99 
K Quest 1,2,3,4 Hint BK .6.99....6.99  Verminator......0.c0015.99....° 
Ann nee eee eee e ee eee eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesneeeeseeseesseeeessteseesusseesssesssnes Keef the Thief... ail .16.99 Vortex xi - 13.99 
Keef The Thief Hint Book-.........5.99 Warhead 16.99..16.99 
Siidsin asia bos vsaueesnduucassseunsedeceannanassnnndseannacadcuueakssensssassscamseddaseas Kennady Approch........1499.14.99 Walker*.... 16.99.1699 
Kick Off 11.99..11.99 Waterloo 16.99..16.99 
steensnanavenneanesasedcnesrannnnscccasnncscssonnssessceseccccesssscccusecsesseaecsuecea Kick Of 2. 42.99.12.99 Wayne Gretzy Hockey 14.99.1499 
: Kick Off Extra Time.........7.99....7.99  Weired Dreams...........15.99..15.99 
TE INO 2 sca cate acc vccenccacedeneveassececessbesaatseestdsstvexecstzete Hee Es Rech es98. Need Des is eeioiee 
Kind Words 2 ceeu34.99 Wings eee 19.99 
i i i Kings Quest 4 21.99..21.99 Wings Of FUTY «......:..18.99..13.99 
Please send this to oo Lal High Street, Kings Quest Triple.......26.99..26.99 World Cup Soccer 90 ...16.99..16.99 
Newport Pagnell, Milton Keynes. Killing Game Show’......16.99..16.99 Xenomorph s.16.99..16.99 
TOTAL port Pag , ¥ Klax .13.99..13.99 Xenon 2 Megablast ......16.99..16.99 
MK16 8SE Knght of the Crystallion 21.99.2199 Zak Mckranken 16.99..16.99 


.16.99..16.99 


Lee ee ee a a a a rn nn a nn nn = [Kutt Hint Book. 14.99..14.99  Zombi 


une 1988: A new magazine 
J launches to cater for the 

growing Amiga community. 
And 4,014 pages later you have 
arrived at this feature. 

The pages in between have seen 
Amiga Computing cover virtually 
every aspect of the Amiga. 

We have carried everything from 
getting started with the Amiga, 
through to making the 
most of the machine 
with numerous soft- 
ware tutorials and 
hardware projects. 

Then — editor, 
Simon Rockman 
summed up 
Amiga Com-f 
puting’s pio- 
neering spirit 
with — our 
opening 
editorial in 
issue one: 

“Welcome 
to Amiga Computing. A 
magazine produced by a staff 
which lives and breathes the Amiga - 
from days of careful planning with 
Superbase to long nights playing 
Arkanoid. If you enjoy your Amiga 
as much as we enjoy ours then this is 
the magazine for you.” 

A flick through our 36 back issues 
reveals a community of computer 
enthusiasts growing month by 
month with their machine. 

Over the last three years we have 
witnessed the Amiga develop from 
an enthusiast’s machine into a truly 
affordable mass market home com- 
puter. 

Amiga Computing has gone 
through exactly the same evolution, 
widening our scope as the computer 
we serve continues to expand and 
develop its diverse range of features 
and capabilities. 

A nostalgic focus on our first issue 
reveals an uncanny number of paral- 
lels between June 1988 and the pre- 
sent day. Take for example our lead 
news story in issue one: “Amiga 
catches up with ST.” 

In that piece, we published the 
results of an ad-hoc survey of 100 
computer dealers. We were pleased 
to report that in the Midlands and 
South-East, the Amiga was outselling 
its arch rival, the Atari ST, two to 
one. 

One of the dealers surveyed, Steve 
Kingston from Bath Computer 
Shack, offered an interesting insight 
into the then Amiga market “The ST 
buyer | regard as an XR3 type aged 


M1, 
dn 


lone, 
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from 25 to 35. But, strangely 
enough, the Amiga purchaser seems 
younger, with the exception of those 
people from the vertical markets 
such as video production.” 

Steve was certainly right to pin- 
point video production as an area 
where the Amiga would later estab- 
lish a foothold to be envied by other 
computer manufacturers. 

This can be credited more to the 
enthusiasm of third party peripheral 
manufacturers than any vision 
on the part of 
Commodore. 

The parallel be- 
tween our first and 
current issues contin- 
ues with the Bards Tale 
adventure series from 
Electronic Arts providing 
a link. 
#/ Back in ‘88 we took a 

look at the original in our 
first leisure software feature. 
Now, three years and several 
thousand pages later, we are 
looking at the latest in the series, 
Bards Tale III, with equal commit- 
ment and enthusiasm. 

Phil South introduced the CLI to 
eager beginners in issue one. Again a 
parallel can be drawn. Stevie 
Kennedy's “Beginners Guide to the 
CLI” series continues in this issue, 
introducing a new batch of begin- 
ners to the mysteries of the Amiga’s 
command line. 

Forgetting the past for a moment, 
here and now in 1991 the Amiga is 
probably the most exciting hardware 
platform to write about. We could 
not hope for a more diverse range of 
users, all trying to sway the maga- 
zine in different directions. 

Amiga Computing receives letters 
daily from readers: some praise, 


some criticise, but all care passion- 


ately about their machines. That fact 
was only too clearly borne out when 
| dared to comment on the relative 
merits of the beloved Amiga 1000 in 
a previous article. 

The quantity and quality of argu- 
ments from dedicated 1000 owners 
defending their machine was truly 
breathtaking. 

The running theme through 
every issue of Amiga Computing 
over the last three years has been 
progression. Virtually every expan- 
sion avenue from hard disks to local 
area networking and modems has 
been explored. 

Our features have focussed on 
Amigas in the classroom, on the race 
track and even in the tunnels of the 


Back 
to the 
future 


What does a birthday, a magazine and 
a potato have in common? 


Eddie McKendrick blows the dust off — 
our back issues to find out 


London Underground. 

August 1989 saw the launch of 
Britain’s first Amiga dedicated 
CoverDisk. Since then, our cover 
mounted media has provided 
megabyte upon megabyte of enter- 
tainment and utility software. 

The first disk featured two 
playable game demos. Since then we 
have responded to readers views and 
shied away from making our disk an 
advertising platform for software 
houses. 

Instead our Cover- 
Disk has 


become an integral part of the publi- 
cation, providing support programs 
for articles and stand alone software 
that really make the most of your 
Amiga. 

Other magazines have since 
jumped on the coverdisk bandwag- 
on, but none can claim to be as 
diverse or truly useful as those affixed 
to the front of Amiga Computing. 

Over the months our disk has 
been the source of numerous exclu- 

sives including the excellent 
SID directory utility, MED the 
music editor and even an 
official Commodore 
Workbench upgrade. The 
CoverDisk has proven its 
worth with our readers 
time and time again. 
As an experiment 
we withdrew the disk 
in February 1990 and 
reduced the price of 
Amiga Computing by 
. Reader response was over- 


whelming - it was 22241 
clear that our calculated experi- 
ment had gone more than slightly 
wrong. 

In order to cool our switchboard 
down and stop our postbag over- 
flowing the disk was hastily returned. 
It hasn’t looked back since. 


Around the Amiga 
world in 36 issues... 


It would be impossible to summarise 
all the major events Amiga 
Computing covered in its first three 
years. Instead here is a look at the 
more quirky side of the 

machine. 


JUNE 1988 


A magazine with the 
internal working title 
of “Your Potato” hits 
the news-stands. By 
the time it gets into f 
the sweaty hands of 


MING 
yet | 


eS 


the pub- 
‘: lic, it assumes the 
more formal title of Amiga 
Computing. The launch issue features 
a look at what lies in store for the 
Amiga. 


JULY 1988 

We herald the arrival of the F/A 18 
Interceptor flight simulation. With a 
score of 96% Simon Rockman confi- 
dently described it as “The greatest 
Amiga game ever. You will believe a 
computer can make you fly.” 


AUGUST 1988 


Palace software announce that 
they are doing a 
special version of 
their “Barbarian 

Il” packaging fol- 

lowing complaints 

from Boots about 
the scanty attire of 

, Maria Whittaker. 


A building PCs and Amigas at a time 


SEPTEMBER 
1988 


Hewson Software 
enters the Amiga soft- 
ware market with the 
title Netherworld. Last 
month the company 
was put into voluntary 
s receivership. 


=== OCTOBER 


ao, 1988 
LE The USA Department of 


" _ Defense suffered a break-in. An 
Amiga with a 68030 being 
used to simulate enemy attacks 
was stolen. Obviously it didn’t pre- 
dict that the enemy would come in 
through the bathroom win- 
dow. 


NOVEMBER 
1988 


A Commodore 
spokesman said 
that Workbench 
1.3 was “realised 
but not yet 


shipping.” 
DECEMBER 
1988 


i While other computer com- 

panies are suffering a DRAM 
famine, Commodore are claiming 
to control 40% of the world 
memory market. “We are still 


when several other manufactures are 
struggling to keep their plants turn- 
ing over,” a bullish Commodore 
spokesman commented. 


JANUARY 1989 

We take a look at the official 
Commodore BBC emulator. A prod- 
uct designed to help the Amiga 
break into the classroom. The emula- 
tor won’t run games or any program 
which breaks Acorn rules. Slow at 
machine code, but magnificent for 
running educational software. 


FEBRUARY 1989 
A new strain of Amiga virus is discov- 
ered. The IRQ virus is different 
because it corrupts programs rather 
than disks. Also Commodore US 
“strongly disagrees” with a tax bill of 
$74.1m from the IRS. 


MARCH 1989 


The Amiga is fast approaching a 
worldwide user base of 1 million. 
Commodore announce plans to 
ensure that an ongoing supply 


of new hardware and software is 
developed to service this vast array 
of new users. 


APRIL 1989 


Commodore announce the A590 
external hard drive and put it up for 
public inspection at the Which? 
Computer Show. 


MAY 1989 


The John Menzies store chain starts 
to back the Amiga by announcing it 
will be carried in 14 of their outlets. 
At the time of announcing a de- 
emphasis of Atari’s machine, 
Menzies’ merchandising manager 


Bob Shinglton confides: “The volume 
of Atari ST sales certainly did not 
come up to our expectations”. 


JUNE 1989 


In the aftermath of the Lockerbie air 
disaster, an Amiga 2000 is teamed 
with video to reconstruct the site of 
the crash so police can work out 
what happened immediately prior to 
the accident. 


JULY 1989 

WordPerfect corporation in Utah USA 

announce that they have closed their 
Amiga development sec- 

tion. It is clear 


Amiga Compu 


WIN A 
PC 


COMPETITION 


HOME AND BUSINESS ACCOUNTS 

@ Master your own finances. CASHMASTER is the easiest 
to use, most versatile accounts program yet written. 

@ CASHMASTER is suitable for both small business 
accounts or home finance use. 

We wrote CASHMASTER for our own use out of sheer frus- 

tration with the other so called easy to use packages. CASH- 

MASTER allows you to input entries in one easy operation 

and yet allows you to extract the absolute maximum of infor- 

mation in an impressive array of statements and reports: just 

look at its range of features: 

e Soi hep data entry - just like a handwritten ledger. 

@ Full VAT analysis or omit VAT altogether if you wish. 

@ Any amount of ledgers at one time. 

@ No set time periods, span any time period - no one year limit. 

@ Reports can be produced over any time span (1 day to 100 years) 

@ Up to 100 user definable Class and 20 Accounts Codes. 

@ Detailed statements by selected Classes or Accounts. 

@ Profit & Loss Statement. 

@ Tagging of entries for report selectivity. 

@ Entries can be inclusive or exclusive or zero VAT. 

@ Automatic repeat of entries (standing orders etc.) yearly, 
half yearly, quarterly, monthly, fortnightly or weekly. 

@ Insert entries anywhere in ledger, CASHMASTER auto- 
matically sorts into date order. 

@ Search and find option on any entry anywhere within ledger. 

@ Reports can be output to screen, printer or disk file. 

@ Reference field for every entry (Invoice no. cheque no. etc.). 

e ie and merge a at any time. 

@ All functions available from main programme screen, 
Class and Accounts codes visible at all times. 

@ FREE pop up running total calculator called up with one 


key press. 

CASHMASTER IS THE MOST USER FRIENDLY, POWER- 
FUL AND VERSATILE ACCOUNTS PACKAGE YET - YOU 
WON'T BE DISAPPOINTED. 

And now available with... 


CASHMASTER INVOICING & STOCK CONTROL 
@ Full customer data file - easy to find account records. 
@ Full stock data file, price lists, re-order lists. 
@ Full invoicing with user defined messages. 
@ Full invoice editing, invoice to & deliver to fields. 
@ Pre-paid, account or credit note, full VAT facility. 
@ Settlement, no return & line discounts. 
Stand alone invoicing/stock control or Lo a fully with 
CASHMASTER for a FULLY FEATURED 
ACCOUNTS/INVOICING PACKAGE costing less than a 
quarter the price of its rivals. 


CASHMASTER £39.95 
CASHMASTER INVOICING £39.95 
BOTH PROGRAMMES TOGETHER £69.95 


££££ PROFIT FROM YOUR 
MICRO ££££ 


RECESSION? WHAT RECESSION? 

@ Make your Micro earn! 

@ Whatever make of micro you have you can use it to make 
a good income even if you only have a couple of hours 
spare each week! 

@ This is not PIE IN THE SKY, MAKE A MILLION BEFORE 
BREAKFAST nonsense but a true report of exactly the 
sort of steps that we ourselves took at INTRASET. 

@ We have put together a paar of easy, sensible business 
ideas which can easily be used by anyone with any Micro. 

@ NO COMPUTER EXPERTISE REQUIRED. 

@ Earn £££'s from home doing what you enjoy doing - using 

our rah srg 

@ You probably already have everything you need to start earning. 

@ Hundreds of potential customers in your area who will 
GLADLY pay for your services. We tell you how to find them! 

@ Part time or start your own full time business. Ideal for 
housewives/husbands, unemployed etc. Very little capital 
outlay on projects. 

@ Full step by step sixty page book PROFIT FROM YOUR 
MICRO comes complete for just... 


£14.95 inclusive 


SPECIAL DISK DEAL 
050 


3" CF2 (AMSOFT) 19.00 92.50 
3 1/2 DSDD 6.90 32.00 
5 1/4 DSDD 3.90 19.00 


GENUINE HIGH QUALITY DISKS 


INTRASET LTD 
Tel: 025 72 76800 (Main office & 24 hr order line) 
Helpdesk 0490 3284 (weekdays 3-4pm) 
Fax your order on 025 72 74753 


A= 
ie 


All prices include P&P and VAT. Overseas orders please add £5.00 


POOLSMASTER 
The Football Pools Predictor 

"A LICENCE TO PRINT MONEY" - Mr F C Hammond of Essex 

"WE HAVE WON MANY THOUSANDS" - Mr P E Roberts of Dorset 

@ Just a couple of the many unsolicited testimonials about 
this truly amazing Football Pools Predictor Programme 
which has consistently astounded us with its accuracy. 
Check out its features: 

@ Predicts homes, aways and draws. 

@ No fiddly typing in of team names: unique indexing system 
for quick entry of fixtures and results just type in the results 
each week from your usual newspaper and the pro- 
gramme updates itself. 

@ Uses scientific formula which is the result of many years 
study of the football pools to give a strike rate which is 
consistently higher than the laws of average. 

@ Also has a SEQUENCE PREDICTOR option in addition to 
form Predictions which analyses coupon number 
sequences. This option has astunded us in the past and 
continues to do so. 

@ Can be used for league and cup matches. Updates season 
after season. No need to buy a new copy every season. 

@ Send for POOLSMASTER today and increase your 
chances of that JACKPOT. Comes complete with manual 
and informative Pools Guide. 


DISKS AND TAPES £24.95 


* *& SPECIAL OFFER «x 


SPECIAL COMPENDIUM DISKS/TAPES 
POOLSMASTER/COURSEMASTER £44.95. 
BUY ANY THREE PROGRAMMES AND 
RECEIVE PROFIT FROM YOUR 
MICRO FREE OF CHARGE. 


THE GRAPHOLOGIST 


HANDWRITING ANALYSIS PROGRAMME 

“UNCANNILY ACCURATE" - 8000 PLUS MAGAZINE 
@ Analyse YOUR handwriting, or ee partners, friends etc. 
What are they REALLY like! Your handwriting always reveals 
your true nature, state of health etc. 
@ This programme is a must for anyone interested in hand- 
writing analysis, both expert and beginner alike. 
@ The programme will provide an analysis of a subject's 
handwriting ranging from a simple signature analysis to a full 
15 page complete character report. Ideal for prospective 
employers, experienced graphologists or anyone interested in 
this fascinating art. 
@ All you need is a sample of the subjects handwriting and 
follow the simple on screen instructions. Upon completion 
you are left with an in depth report detailing all aspects of 
your subjects character from career ambition, state of health 
through to sexual preferences and megalomania! 
@ You may even edit this report using your word processor 
for representation to your subject/client. 
THE GRAPHOLOGIST is a must for serious business use or 
simply have loads of fun entertaining your friends whilst 
learning the finer as; 's of this fascinating subject. 
@ COMPLETE WITH MANUAL OF GRAPHOLOGY 


Price £49.95 inc. VAT and P&P 


All programmes available for IBM/PC & compatibles, all 
Amstrad PC's, Amstrad PCW's Atari, Amiga CPC 6128 
funoee otherwise stated). Perm-Master also available for 

‘ommodore 128 disk. Coursemaster and Poolsmaster also 
available for all Ametrad CPC's, all Spectrums and C64 & 128 


COMPETITION RULES 


Every purchase made qualifies you to enter our 
competition draw. The total value of your purchases will 
determine the prize won. 

There will be one 1st prize only per draw. 

Spend up to £20.00 - 1st prize = a Star LC printer. 
Spend up to £40.00 - 1st prize = Amstrad PC 1512 SDMM 
Spend over £40.00 - 1st prize = Amstrad PC 1640 SD colour. 
5 runners up will each win full set of Intraset software as 
above. Intraset's decision final on all matters. 
Send SAE for list of winners. 

Draw dates 28/9/91 and 28/2/91. 


COURSEMASTER 
THE COMPUTER HORSERACING TIPSTER 
PROGRAMME 

@ BEAT THE BOOKIE FOR A CHANGE!! 

@ RATES ANY RACE using racecard in any daily paper or 
racing paper - BOTH FLAT AND JUMPS. 

@ Gives clear forecast of best selection PLUS second and 
third for Tricasts etc. and even recommends type of bet. 

@ Works out your WINNINGS on most popular types of bet 
ie. SINGLES, DOUBLES, PATENT, YANKEE, 
CANADIAN, etc. 

@ MAINTAINS A BANK ACCOUNT - Bet like a 
PROFESSIONAL! 

@ PLUS the amazing COURSEMASTER SYSTEM BET. 
This superb easy to use betting system regularly provides 
our customers with MAJOR WINS for small stakes - try it 
and amaze yourself. Will even PRINT OUT YOUR BET- 
TING SLIP for you if you have a printer! 

@ COMPLETE WITH 20 PAGE BETTING GUIDE AND 
MANUAL 

DISKS AND TAPES £24.95 


_ PERM-MASTER 


If you ory cog te Pools and regularly use perms as we 
at INTRASET LTD. recommend then checking your coupon 
can be a nightmare. Have you won or haven't you? Perm- 
Master ends the agony by checking your perm for you. 
Simply tell it which of your coupon numbers are draws and it 
will do the rest, telling you how many winning lines you have. 
Perm-Master comes complete with several of the top perms 
already built in, but if your favourite perm is not there then 
simply create your own using the unique perm editor. 
@ Fast and simple to use 
@ Unique PERM EDITOR 
@ Create your own perm using the inbuilt perm calculator, 

test your own theories etc. 
@ For most block and single line perms 

Price £19.95 


SPOT-THE-BALL 


For all SPOT-THE-BALL fans this programme is a must, no 

more tiresome counting of 'x's or messy rubber stamps. Use 

your computer to do your SPOT-THE-BALL coupon. 

Just tell your computer where you think the ball is using the 

screen template supplied. 

Will print out up to 540 micro-fine crosses in your chosen 

shape, or simply tell it to choose at random. 

Learns as it goes - tell it where the ball is every week and 

build up a database of results to use in SPOT-THE-BALL's 

sequence predictor option. 

Works with any Epson compatible dot matrix printer or build 

your own printer driver using the on screen option. 

@ LET SPOT-THE-BALL fill in YOUR COUPON this week 
SPOT-THE-BALL £17.95 


P.C. PATIENCE 


@ Four addictive P.C. card games to test your skill and luck. 
@ P.C. PAIRS, THE INTRASET CASINO, P.C. GOLF & 
CHESS PATIENCE 
@ Ideal relaxation whilst the boss is not looking, but don't 
blame us if you get totally addicted, (But we know you 
will!) 
P.C. PATIENCE £14.95 (IBM/pc compats only with 256K + 
CGA monitor required) 
Spend over £100 and claim this item free!!! 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT TERMS 

Spend over £80 and spread the cost at no extra 
charge! (Cheque purchases only). Simply divide your 
order by 4 and send us four cheques each with your 
name and address and cheque guarantee card num- 
ber...Date the first cheque with today's date and post- 
date each of the other cheques by one month i.e. 
1/5/91, 1/6/91 etc. We will then hold each cheque 
until it is due. Sorry not available on hardware items 


HOW TO ORDER: CHEQUES, P.O.'S TO: INTRASET LTD (DEPT. PCT) 
FREEPOST 10 WOODSIDE AVENUE, CLAYTON-LE-WOODS, CHORLEY, LANCS. PR6 7BR 
OR PHONE/FAX AS ABOVE FOR LIGHTNING FAST SERVICE. 

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT/CHARGE CARDS. 

SEND SAE FOR FREE SOFTWARE CATALOGUE 


that despite previous promises, they 
will not be producing any further 
versions of WordPerfect for the 
Amiga. 


AUGUST 1989 
The Amiga 3000 is on 
the way at last. So is 
Kickstart 1.4, but 
not for a while. Also 
in September, 
Commodore 
warn people to / 
be wary of grey 
imports and / 
WH Smith 
triples the 

number of ir- 


games it will stock. 


SEPTEMBER 1989 
A Swinton licensee took swift action 
when FAST, the Federation Against 
Software Theft, stepped in to tell him 
an illegal software copying den was 
being run in the back room of his 
pub. “It was so blatant” said a 
spokesman for FAST. 


OCTOBER 1989 
Commodore issues a statement con- 
firming that Amiga 1000 owners 
have not been abandoned. In the 
same statement Commodore also 
announces that the ECS will not 
work with the 1000. 


NOVEMBER 1989 

Nick “Green” Vietch joins the 
Amiga Computing team. 
One of his first assign- 
ments is to meet Elvira, 
the result of which 
forms our caption 
competition in this 
month's Rock Lobster. 


DECEMBER 1989 


Marketing manager Jeff Earl leaves 
Commodore “to persue his own 
interests”. The company famous for 
having more doors marked “exit” 
than “welcome” does not yet ask 
new recruits to sign the visitors book. 


JANUARY 1990 

With 45 shopping days before 
Christmas, Commodore rather meek- 
ly announces it has sold out of 
Amiga 500s. The reason for such 
huge success is the simultaneous 
launch of Ocean’s “Batman” game 
and the Commodore Amiga 500 
bundle bearing the same name. 


FEBRUARY 1990 


First hints of a 1mb Amiga 500 come 
to light as Commodore start to ship 
the machine with space for the extra 
512k on the motherboard. Also in 
Feburary, Amiga Computing stops the 
CoverDisk and reduces the price of 
_ the magazine by £1. 


MARCH 
1990 

CDTV was reported 
to have been shown 
to “favoured” devel- 
opers in California. Also 
7 Commodore celebrated 
3 its 200,000th Amiga 500 
o_/ sale in the UK 


a APRIL 1990 


Commodore were reported 
to be “furious” at leaks con- 
firming that the Civil Aviation 
Authority would be using Amiga 
2000s to train pilots. Their fury cen- 
tred around a headline in “Computer 
Weekly”, a trade magazine for data 
processing managers. “Flight Con- 
trollers to train on games kit” was 
not appreciated by the company. 


MAY 1990 


We previewed perhaps the most suc- 
cessful utility program for the Amiga 
ever — AMOS the creator. In the 
same issue we announced that 
Amiga Computing would be pub- 
lished on paper that was “kinder to 
the environment.” You can sleep 
safe in the knowledge that Amiga 
Computing is printed on paper which 
uses a chemithermo-mechanical pro- 
cess which is greener than older 
methods. 


JUNE 1990 


The Amiga 3000 drew closer with a 
confirmed launch pad of the Which? 
Computer Show. “The Tipster” horse 
racing form speculator program fell 
at the first hurdle in the Grand 
National. The only horse tipped by 
the software came in fourth. 


JULY 1990 


Amiga Computing provides the first 
exhaustive look at the long awaited 
Amiga 3000 but we are still waiting 
for CDTV. In the same issue The Last 
Blit relates the woeful tale of Green, 
our then Reviews Editor who was run 
over by a car during an assignment 
in Dublin. 


AUGUST 1990 

Commodore officially announces 
CDTV at the CES show in Chicago. 
Staying on the theme of innovation, 
Mandarin software release the eager- 
ly awaited AMOS games creator. 


SEPTEMBER 1990 


120 schools in Derbyshire would be 
teaching their pupils Japanese using 
Commodore's CDTV technology. The 
unlikely move is a result of Toyota’s 
decision to build a £700m car assem- 
bly plant within the county. 


OCTOBER 1990 


Silica Systems announce the arrival 
of the ATonce PC emulator for the 
Amiga. Thousands of Amiga owners 
are terrorised by the Lamer II virus 
distributed on the now defunct 
rAMpage disk magazine. Ocean soft- 
ware admitted that the copy protec- 
tion on F-29 Retaliator caused some 
copies to crash due to problems with 
the tolerance of some disk drive 
units. 


NOVEMBER 1990 


Surprise surprise... Commodore 
announce delays to the launch 

of CDTV. The company is now 
citing a mid-February launch 
as probable. 


DECEMBER 1990 jute emulator 


Amiga Computing veterans 
get a shock as the first 


street. The cover features 
a hideously mutated 
creature — even after ff 


can’t fail to bef , 
appalled by the sight 
of Stephen White. 


JANUARY 1991 

The Amiga 1500 hits the streets and 
our reporters hit the floor when they 
encounter a retailer selling “free” 
Commodore T-shirts off his stand at 
the Commodore Christmas Show. 


FEBRUARY 1991 


We report on the worldwide frenzy 
caused by the football simulation 
Kick Off 2. The software was report- 
ed to have drawn a crowd of 15,000 
players at a league event in Italy and 
caused a police crowd control unit to 
intervene during a German event. 


MARCH 1991 

Commodore announce that they 
sold an amazing 140,000 A500s in 
the UK over the pre-Christmas period 
of October-December. In the same 
issue we start to ask questions about 
software censorship. The letters of 
response are still coming in. 


APRIL 1991 

It’s that CDTV thing again... 
Commodore’s press guru Andrew 
Ball is still talking about a spring 
launch for the multi-media system. 
In the same issue we report on an 
interactive skateboard launched by 
Cheetah. Aeroskate connects to the 
games system or computer then the 
player jumps aboard using balance 
and leans left or right to avoid being 
zapped during the game. 


MAY 1991 


Amiga Computing receives a letter 
from the Gulf congratulating Page 
One Public Domain on shipping their 
wares to the war zone so quickly. 
CDTV is getting closer with a demon- 
stration of its capabilities on the 
BBC's Tomorrows World science pro- 
gramme. Commodore announce that 
the Screen Gems package will be 
shipped with Imb memory as stan- 
dard for a limited period. 


Which side has 
the make-up on? 
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MEGA BLITZ! 


THE ONE STOP SHOP FOR AMIGA PD SOFTWARE 
THIS IS JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR VAST LIBRARY 


UTILITIES 


PDU 10 Word Processing+Databasing 
PDU 16 Air Tunnel Simulation 

PDU 23 Fish#110 A68K Assembler 
PDU 24 Fish#114C Docs 

PDU 26 Fish#133 Console Handler 
PDU 27 Fish#136 Create own puzzles 
PDU 29 Fish#140/141 SBProlog 2 disks 
PDU 31 Fish#143 RIM Database 

PDU 32 Fish#144 Analytic spreadsheet 
PDU 38 Fish#185 Official CBM IFF disk 
PDU 43 Fish#203 Assembler & C eg 
PDU 44 Fish#215 Mandelvroom V2.0 
PDU 45 Fish#210 Scientific calculator 
PDU 46 Fish#213 Icons(300 in 8 colors) 
PDU 51 Fish#219 Astronomy program 
PDU 52 Fish#52 A-Z Text Editor 

PDU 60 Fish# 237 CLIprint 

PDU 70 Fish 193 Keymap Editor 

PDU 72 SID V1.06 The ultimate disk util. 
PDU 74 C-Manual 

PDU 78 File Archiver 

PDU 80 Fonts and Surfaces 

PDU 81 Disksalve 1.3 

PDU 82 Scalc,Wordwrite 

PDU 98 Celtics Demomaker 

PDU 99 Ham Radio utils(5 disks) 

PDU 101 Menu-Maker 

PDU 102 Label designer 

PDU 103 Icon-Maker 

PDU 104 Icon-Mania 

PDU 105 Crossword Creator 

PDU 118 Various CLI utils 

PDU 146 Grocery+Video list maker 
PDU 149 Icon Fun 

PDU 151 Fixdisk-disk repairer 

PDU 164 Games Music Creator 

PDU 168 Vaccine-Booster(Virus killer) 
PDU 169 QuickBase-Database 

PDU 171 Fish#315 Draw-map 

PDU 175 Fish#288 Plotdata 2D 

PDU 185 ANC22 (Excellent utils) 

PDU 186 Falcon Bootblock Creator 
PDU 189 Bootblock Copier 

PDU 194 Pman Virus Killer 

PDU 198 Synchro Packer V4.6 

PDU 200 Virus Killer Pro V2.0 

PDU 207 Perfect Sound V1.93 

PDU 257 Fish#349 MED 

PDU 262 MED Modules 


PDD 1 Anarchy Demo 

PDD 3 Cult Demodisk 

PDD 4 Deathstar Megademo(2 disks) 
PDD 7 Elvira Demo 

PDD 14 RAF Megademo(2 disks) 
PDD 16 Robocop Demo 

PDD 17 SAE Demo#12 

PDD 18 SAE Demo#19 

PDD 19 SAE Demo#21 

PDD 20 SAE Demo#25 

PDD 21 SAE Demo#32 


PDD 31 Anarchy"Ooh its obscene III" 
PDD 51 Hacktrick#1 Arsewipe 

PDD 52 Hacktrick#2Smashing day out 
PDD 55 Kefrens Megademo 8(2 disks) 
PDD 60 NitroAC Demos#22 

PDD 62 Northstar Megademo#2 
PDD 70 Rebels Megademo 

PDD 71 Red Sector Demo 

PDD 72 Red Sector Demodisk#4 
PDD 73 SAE Demos#23 

PDD 74 SAE Demos#36 

PDD 75 Scoopex Demos 

PDD 76 Scoopex Megademo 

PDD 90 Trilogy Demos#4 

PDD 91 Trilogy Megademo#1 

PDD 93 TWI Demo+Virus killer 

PDD 94 Vortex Megademo 

PDD 96 Magnetic Fields Demo#36 
PDD 97 Predators Megademo(2 disks) 
PDD 99 Semtex Megademo 

PDD 107 Budbrain | (2 disks) 

PDD 115 Magnetic Fields Demo#40 
PDD 116 Magnetic Fields Demo#41 
PDD 130 Chubby Brown 

PDD 131 Crionics Demo 

PDD 132 Giants Megademo(2 disks) 
PDD 134 Magnetic Fields Demo#45 
PDD 138 Page One Demo#1 

PDD 139 Page One Demo#2 

PDD 140 Page One Demo#3 

PDD 141 Page One Demo#4 

PDD 145 SAE Demo#311 

PDD 152 Flash"No Brain No Pain"(2) 
PDD 153 Billy Connally Demo(2 disks) 
PDD 160 Hacktrick"Rave-on" 

PDD 165 SAE Demo#35 

PDD 166 SAE Demo#39 

PDD 177 Budbrain Il 

PDD 179 Crionics Total Destruction 
PDD 180 DMOB Vectordemo 

PDD 186 Flash Demos#2 

PPD 209 Rutger Demodisk 

PDD 212 Space Pack#32 


ANIMATION 


PDAQ Knight Animation(1 meg) 
PDA 12 Agatron Star Trek Anims 2 
PDA 13 Agatron Star Trek Anims 17 
PDA 14 Puggs in Space 

PDA 15 Moonwalker Demo 

PDA 18 Miller Lite Advert 

PDA 31 Nude Girls Anim 

PDA 34 Basketball Anim 

PDA 35 BFPO Slideshow(18+) 
PDA 36 BFPO Slideshow#2(18+) 
PDA 37 Busy Bee Anim 

PDA 41 Digiviewer Slideshow 

PDA 42 Dragons Lair Demo 

PDA 44 French Horn(1 meg) 

PDA 45 Monocycle & Sportscar(1 meg) 
PDA 47 Holsten Pils Advert 

PDA 48 Magnum Jogger Anim 

PDA 49 Mayfair Vol.23 no3(18+) 
PDA 50 Mega Clean Show V1.7 


PDA 54 NASA Graphics 

PDA 56 Newtek Demoreel1 (2)(1meg) 
PDA 57 Newtek Demoreel3(2)(1meg) 
PDA 58 Paradise Slideshow 

PDA61 Sabrina 

PDA 63 Space Anims(1 meg) 

PDA 65 Star Trek Anims 

PDA 68 Walker Demo1 (1 meg) 
PDA69 Walker Demo1 (2meg,2disks) 
PDA 70 Walker Demo2(1 meg) 

PDA 73 Westcoast Cracker#4(18+) 
PDA 74 Bodeans Bordello#1(18+) 
PDA 75 Bodeans Bordello#4(18+) 
PDA 76 Playboy(18+) 

PDA 77 Sam Fox(18+) 

PDA 78 Utopia#1(18+) 

PDA 79 The Final Ecstacy#1 (18+) 
PDA 80 Walker Demo 2(2 meg,2 disks) 
PDA 81 Ray Trace Art.DBW Render util 
PDA 86 Utopia#4(18+) 

PDA 89 Bodeans Bordello#9 (18+) 
PDA 90 Bunsen Burner-Jet Fighter anim 
PDA 92 D.Landers Sci-fi Show#1 

PDA 93 D.Landers Sci-fi Show#2 
PDA 95 Magician/Jogger Anims 

PDA 97 Mike Tyson Knockout disk 
PDA 106 Back to the Future Il anims 
PDA 108 Adams Family 

PDA 110 Bruce Lee Enter the Dragon 
PDA 11 Bruce Lee Slideshow II 

PDA 112 Dragons Lair Il Demo 
PDA114 Neighbours Slideshow 

PDA 116 Terminator 


MUSIC 


PDM 2 Music Invasion | 

PDM 3 Music Invasion II 

PDM 4 Music Invasion III(2 disks) 
PDM 5 MFI'Electric CLI IV' 

PDM 6 Winkers song(2 disks) 

PDM 9 Ride on time & Batdance 

PDM 19 Bad-M.Jackson 

PDM 20 Bat Dance 

PDM 27 DMOB Megamusic III 

PDM 28 Enemies Music Ill 

PDM 30 Digital Concert II 

PDM 31 Digital Concert Ill 

PDM 33 Helloween'Follow the Sign'(2) 
PDM 35 Think were alone now- Tiffany 
PDM 36 LandofConfusion-Genesis 
PDM 38 Miami Vice Theme (4 disks) 
PDM 40 MFI Vangelis Demo 

PDM 65 Digital Concert IV 

PDM 71 Noiseplayer V2.40 

PDM 72 Popeye meets the Beachboys 
PDM 80 Digital Concert VI 

PDM 82 Freddy Kruger 

PDM 83 Kefrens Jukebox 

PDM 84 Madonna-Hanky panky 

PDM 85 Miami Vice-Crockets Theme 
PDM 87 RIP Eruption 

PDM 88 Slab Music 


PDM 91 100 Most Remembered C64 tunes 


PDM 95 Hi-Fi Demo 
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Home Buisness Pack 
This 8 disk pack contains:- 
Spreadsheet 

Word Processor 

Amiga Spell 

Memo-pad 


Demo Pack (10 disk pack) 
Budbrain 1(2 disks), & 2 
Magnetic Fields #40 
Magnetic Fields #41 
Keferens Megademo(2 disks) 
Puggs in Space 


Helloween (2 disks) 
Cryptic Glidescope |! 
Beatmasters III 
J.M. Jarre 


Music Pack (10 disk pack) 


Noiseplayer V2.4 + Sample(2) 


Adult pack (10 disk pack) 
Sabrina,Sam Fox (2 disks) 
Bodeans Bordello #2 
Bodeans Bordello #3 
Bodeans Bordello #10 
Bodeans Movies 


PDM 104 BassX#5 Power Remix 
PDM 105 BassX#6 Sydney Youngblood 
PDM 106 Betty Boo 

PDM 109 Depeche Mode 

PDM 110 DMOB Music | 

PDM 111 DMOB Music II 

PDM 112 DMOB Music IV(2 disks) 
PDM 117 Flash Gordan (2 disks) 
PDM 118 Hacktrick ‘Lloadsamoney' 
PDM 120 Laurel & Hardy (2 disks) 
PDM 125 Mr Food (2 disks) 

PDM 128 NASP V2.0 

PDM 131 Petshop Boys Remix#1 
PDM 132 Petshop Boys Remix#2 
PDM 142 The Amiga Chart Ill 


PDG 1 Star Trek-Final Frontier(2 disks) 
PDG 2 Star trek (3 disks, 2 drives) 
PDG 5 Card & Board Games 

PDG 18 Marble Slide 

PDG 19 Destination Moonbase 

PDG 21 Boing the Game (2 disks) 
PDG 26 Treasure Search 

PDG 31 Moria 

PDG 32 Legend of Farghail 

PDG 33 Arcadia(Breakout style game) 
PDG 34 Dynamite Dick 

PDG 35 Pair It 

PDG 36 Snakes & ladders/Reversi 
PDG 37 Super Quiz 


CLIP ART 


There is a total of 10 disks in the clip 
art range.All are in IFF Format & are 
ideal for DTP. There are loads of 
images to choose from,ranging from 
fancy borders to special occasions 
& from people to animals etc etc. 


WE ALSO STOCK 
AMOS DISKS 


Various demos/music and games 
MAGAZINE DISKS 

Amiga Format & Computing 
DOCUMENT DISKS 


Game Hints/Solutions etc etc 


DISK PRICES 


FREE CATALOGUE ON DISK 
FREE P&P ON EVERY ORDER 


UK ONLY 
Please add 25p per disk for 
Europe 50p per disk for World 


WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO:- 
PD DIRECT 


HOW TO ORDER:- 


TT 0782208228 


PD DIRECT DEPT AMC5 
UNIT 3 


RAILWAY ENT. CENTRE 
SHELTON 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 


STAFFS.ST4-7SH 
0782 281506 


Inventory Fillet the Fish 

Database etc etc Scoopex Megademo 

A must for home accounts! | A great starter pack 

£10-00 incl. 10 cap. box. |£11-00 incl. 10 cap box. 


West Coast Cracker 
BFPO #1,BFPO #2 

Utopia #1 

£11-00 incl. 10 cap box 


Freddy Kruger 

Crockets Theme 

100 C64 tunes 

£11-00 incl. 10 cap box 


FAX 


COMPUTING 


‘sWwV——~™CSStorm=—si(it:«é24«GG11—s*F1)Stealth Fighter 
Lemmings Psygnosis £24.99 12. ~=Panza Kick Boxing US Gold £24.99 
Speedball2 == =—=Miirrrosoft £24.99 13 Moonwalker = 


Fantasy World Dizzy Code Masters £6.99 
_ Final Whistle = =— Anco — £12.99 


Double Dragon Mastertronic 
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Code Masters £6.99 Energize 
‘Anco 8 =——=«~R 2.49 
Hit Squad £7.99 


£7.99 | 19 CJ's Elephant Ai 
£4.99 Super Grand Prix Code Masters 


~ ©1991 Gallup 


Hit Squad . 
Code Masters 
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ATOMINO - Psygnosis STORMBALL - Millennium 


You don’t need to be an Einstein to have fun with atoms, at least . . . 

that’s what Psygnosis would have us believe with their latest release. If you thought rugby was a tough game, just wait until yeu get a load of the 
The basic idea is to construct molecules by piecing together atoms. kind of antics that the players get up to in Millennium’s latest release, 
Each atom that you place has a certain number of electrons that Stormball. Billed as ‘the sport of the future’, Stormball looks like a cross 
orbit around it, all of which must be linked before you successful between Speedball and 3D soccer that sees up to two players simultaneously 


build up a completed molecule. Expect it really soon for the usual battling it out in a split-screen 3D game. Rules seem to be an afterthought too 
Psygnosis price - put simply, anything goes so you'd better put on your pads unless you want 
to end up eating hospital food. 


LEMMINGS 2 — Psygnosis 


Lemmings fanatics will be over the moon to learn that DMA pro- 
grammer Dave Jones has already started work on a follow up. It 
still has a very long way to go before we get the chance to save 
even more of those little green-haired fellows from certain death, 
but Dave is optimistic that the game should be ready for some 
time later this year. 

According to Dave, the gameplay format is very similar to the 
original, but there’s a greater amount of interaction with the 
background. Lemmings can now pick up objects, move them 
about and even use them to help complete each screen. There 
are also many more tasks that can be assigned to Lemmings. 


WRECKERS - Audiogenic 


There’s nothing more annoying than being woken from a good nap, but 

things are even worse if you just happen to be in suspended animation. In 

Audiogenic’s latest release, you've been woken from your deep sleep by the 

ship’s computer that informs you that some highly dangerous alien slime is 
: — ] heading your way. 

It’s up to you to jour- 
ney around the ship, 
preparing for the slime’s 
arrival. 

Eventually, all this 
changes to a fight for 
survival as the slime 
invades your ship. Ooh! 
a Alien eat your heart out. 


BIRDS OF PREY — Electronic Arts 


It’s been over three and a half years coming, but Jez San’s latest block- 
buster has finally arrived. Combining some of the most realistic depth-cued 
3D objects with fast and furious gameplay, Birds of Prey promises to be 
something very special indeed. 

You can take up a large number of different aircraft, including the A10 
Thunderbolt, the F16 Fighting Falcon, F14 Tomcat, Harrier, Soviet MIG-29 
Fulcrum and even the good old British Tornado. If Jez and the rest of the 
gang manage to find enough time between yet another pizza, then you 
can expect a full review very soon. 
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You'd better be careful that Nathan 
doesn’t drop off that round-about 


ave you noticed that 
despite how utterly 
wretched a child may be, 


the parents still think that they're a 
little angel? Whether they're running 
around the supermarket pelting each 
other with rice crispies or throwing 
stones at passing cars, the parents 
always turn around and try to justify 
the child’s actions by claiming that 
their child is too young to know oth- 
erwise. 

Of course we all know that this is 
far from the truth. Fact is, kids are 
pretty smart characters. Take young 
Nathan, for example. During the day 
he’s a pretty lovable sort of fellow, 
but as the sun sets, Nathan changes 
into something quite terrible —- he 
becomes a brat. As his bodily self 
rests, Nathan’s mind goes into over- 
drive, taking him to a land where 
he’s a really cool character, complete 
with leather jacket and shades. 

Even in his dreams poor Nathan 
wanders around in a daze, unable to 
look after himself. Scattered around 
dreamland are many hazards that 
will cause Nathan to wake if he runs 
into them. Being a rather young 
chap, he needs as much sleep as he 
can get, so it’s up to you to ensure 


era * 


that Nathan’s journey around dream- 
land remains wake-free. 

Unfortunately, you can’t directly 
control our little brat hero. Instead, 
you must use the mouse to 


lay down guiding 
arrows that 

will point 

Nathan in the 
right direction. 


These must be laid 
directly in his path. 
As soon as he walks 
over an arrow, he 
changes direction 


tr 


depending upon which way the 
arrow points. 

Along the way he can also pick up 
objects with which to make the 
going a little simpler. These include 

dynamite and even stop signs 

which can be used to halt traffic. 

Brat is a lot of fun. 
Although initially frustrating, 
you'll soon find it to be a 
source of many hours of enter- 
tainment. Once again, it seems 
ImageWorks have delivered 

the goods. 
Jason Holborn 


Picking up the sticks 
of dynamite can 
makes things easier 
on later levels 


Nathan gets spaced 
out on the Moon base 


Here’s looking at you punk! 


orous) intro 
d you have a 


while. 


Brat plays very similar to 
that other great Amiga 
game, Lemmings. It may 
not quite be up to the 
Same standards as 
Lemmings where origi- 
nality and lasting inter- 
est is concerned, but Brat 
still manages to be a 
great little game. 
Definitely one for every- 
one’s software collection. 


FINAL JUDGEMENT 
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"a GoLpEN IMAGE* nse 


Atari ST 
Commodore Amiga 
ST/Amiga switchable 
IBM Serial 

IBM PS/2 

Amstrad PC Bus 
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SF 
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Sie eee 


ST with Touch-Up 
Amiga with Touch-Up 


IBM PC Multi-directional .... 


£199.95 
£199.95 
£199.95 
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PUBLIC 


—| The brush is a new 2 Prices include P&P 
slim mouse which is | and VAT @ 17.5% 


9( a rea Lee a Overnight courier 
so service available at 
extra cost 


Please telephone for 
availa ee 


Rone a 
Commodore Amiga.............+- PEEP EB EA oo Be 
ST/Amiga switchable.............+-+000-£39.95 


1G - IBM ooo eee eae Wes omer US 95 


IBM PC with Doctor halo................249.95 
Amstrad PC Bus............sccccsesees a £35.95 
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LAM CARDS | 


2Mb Amiga 500 expansion unpopulated ...£29.95 
2Mb Amiga 500 expansion populated......£129.95 
512K Amiga 500 expansion with clock......£29.95 
2Mb Atari ST expansion unpopulated £29.95 
2Mb Atari ST expansion populated £149.95 
2Mb-8Mb Amiga 2000 Expansions Care...£169.95 
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Golden Image (UK) Ltd, Golden Image House, Fairways . 
Business Park, Lammas Road, London E10 7QT 
Tel: 081-518 7373 Fax: 081-518 7585 


Trade Enquiries Welcome 


Credit card orders accepted by phone 
Atari ST, Commodore Amiga, Amstrad and IBM are all registered trademarks 
of their respective owners 


@0 


bo 


y 


omputer RPG fans could 
scarcely have failed to 
encounter one of the three 


Bard’s Tale games. They are just a 
couple of the many Dungeons and 
Dragons type of role-playing games 
that have appeared over the last few 
years and each new release seems 
more like the grandaddy of RPG than 
ever. 

Bard’s Tale Ill is another of the 
“create a party and go and mash the 
monsters” RPGs, and while it’s not 
the best in my opinion, it does have 
a fair amount going for it. 

The quest is simple. The Mad God 
Tarjan is throwing his insane and 
somewhat humungous bulk around 
and not surprisingly the inhabitants 
of the various towns that he laid 
waste to and populated with evil are 
a little narked. 

Ideally you’re aiming to kick 
Tarjan’s immortal butt out of the 
land but a good place to start is the 
local town of Skara Brae. 

Players of either of the other 
Bard’s Tale games will be able to 
directly port their existing character 
party into the latest sequel, so you 
can make best use of the items of 
power that you fought so bravely for 
last time. New players should not let 
this put them off though because 
BTIIl may be played by beginners to 
RPGs. 

The screen display never changes. 


part: 
a 


The 
storage 


Who wishes to taspect? 


ESC to exit building 


> real sound to 
though you do 
le at times, and 
e is sounds ade- 


It's a series of windows with informa- 
tion on the party and its surround- 
ings. To view a character you merely 
press a key and the stats are called 
up. Unfortunately this also calls up a 
picture of the character as well which 
takes some time. 

According to the manual you can 
skip this by holding down SHIFT and 
pressing the number but this didn’t 
seem to work. A shame, because it 


m LCT DEE 
aN 


The party's first 
encounter: a serpent. 
With teeth like that, it 
should be a wolf! 


is inside a 
ull din 


us BY 


cause I like the 
pe enough to per- 
and there is a 
allenge in there 
ns. A pity about 
gles though. 


makes swapping of booty and check- 
ing of condition very tiresome. 

Should the party meet a monster, 
a picture of it is displayed in the top 
left window. 

The name of the monster is told 
and you are given various options. 
You can attempt to run away, hide, 
or advance. If you have bowmen and 


“Not againt™ you moan 
as ou face 

1 Serpent (1867 >. 

Will your gallant band 
choose to: 

Fight bravely 

Run away 


Each character _ 
receives 

salon and Uattis “or 
y¥. 

fan ledse, and 37 in 


sold. 


lawless. I particular- 
joticed a flicker that 

ns down the list of 
iracter names about 
nce a minute. This was 
putting and looks 
eurish - surely the 
‘ammers could have 
igged it? Graphics 
especially neat and 
of character. 


spellcasters in the party they can fire 
from within range but the monsters 
have the same options as you so 
eventually you'll get up close. 

A commentary on what every- 
thing is doing and how much vari- 
ous people are hurt appears in the 
top right window. 

Spells are cast by clicking with the 
mouse on the spell name and then 
pressing a key for the target. | did 
find the game somewhat confusing 
to control as the designers couldn't 
decide whether to plump for the 
keyboard or mouse as a form of con- 
trol and have come to a compro- 
mise. This means switching between 
mouse and keyboard quite a lot and 
| found it awkward. 

Rolling characters was also tricky. 
You have to select sex and race of 
the character and then a series of 
stats is chosen randomly and dis- 
played. If these are acceptable 
(which they often aren’t) you then 
press a key for class. If they are not 
you have to press escape and go 
through the whole process again. A 


The spoils of the encounter. 
That knowledge comes in 
handy for advancing levels, 
while the gold will buy 
equipment and food 


This building may look 
derelict, but it contains 
enough equipment to 

; iT make your team a 

2 formidable force 


system similar to other RPGs would 
be better, with a single keypress re- 
rolling statistics. 
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John Diglan 


The ultimate quest continues... 


BARD’S TALE Ill 


Publisher: Electronic Arts Price: £24.99 
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Getting into the temple 
requires a little arcane 
knowledge, obtained 
from the manual 


thi who know 
name of the Mad 
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Down in the dungeons, 
and the party has had a 
bit of trouble with a 
few monsters. Looks 
like a stiff's party 
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EMITTER MAME 
TROMM AM HL Ey se ae 


And here with have the latest in designer 
fashions for fighter pilots everywhere, 
modelled so beautifully by Frank and 
John. Don't they look the part! 


Sign on the dotted line and you're 
dropped straight in at the deep end 


VEHICLE PRE /IEb ombat flight simulators are of an aircraft. Sure, it goes without 
Soe 3 : erie LE old hat these days, but _ saying that the Thunderbolt can dish 
nothing could ever prepare out some pretty mean fire-power, 
you for the kind of hard-ass butt but what makes this machine one 
kicking power that is the trademark mean motha’ is that it can take just 
of Fairchild Republic’s legendary A10_—_as much as it can give. 
Thunderbolt. Put simply, it’s one hell Most combat aircraft are pretty 
fragile things at the best of times, 
but the Thunderbolt is the Biffa 
Bacon of the US Airforce. It can lose 
huge chunks of wing, and even one 
HOeTELGs ane thagvara' fn a mie, ie ea th 0 9 
modern Soviet Main Battie : . yeas) bl Sng : a with-an 27 
The As10 'Tank-kitier' wa 3 Retaliator! Put simply, if you want to 
destroy tanke Like the TH 1 . 
come back alive, then the A10 is the 
plane to fly. 
Star of the Gulf War and West 
country window-shattering ‘fly bys’, 
STRAT MAP ee the awesome combat potential of 
BECUEFGHIUKLMNO FOR ST Y ey ere tena ee the A10 has been captured within 


aa ‘AM fauncher, TT ae ; 
THRE: Ald Oo with a Kadar Dynamix's latest release. It's a com- 


missiles can 
LOCATION: K6 id by chaff. bat flight simulator which puts you 
HRROXHG? €2¢ Pe URRENR sea in the hot seat of the aircraft that 
abyeniicsd- ci peak: ae you some trouble Was once described by a US Airborne 
Ranger as ‘the only true friend of the 
modern US Infantryman’. 

So, if you feel man (or woman) 
enough for the job, it’s time to strap 
on your Biggles flight goggles, wrap 
your white scarf around your neck 


Here's what you're after — the Soviet- 
built T72 main battle tank. Luckily, 
A10s eat these for breakfast 


ae 


AON & whee 


THIS If YOUR #19 Here's the map of the battle below and go in search of something to 
you. There's not a great deal of destroy. 


detail because your radar stations 


hheve slkcadly been knocked ould Strategy is an all-important part of 
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Son, this is probab 
the most difficult 
career. 


! 
missions 
F 


Hope you've written out your will! 
pe y' y' 


the game, but for the muscleheads 
among you, there’s an option which 
allows you to fly straight into the thick 
of battle, blasting away with your 30 
mm cannons and Maverik ‘fire and 
forget’ missiles. 
There are 
seven differ- 4% 
ent missions | 
which you can 
undertake, ranging 
from tank busting to 
taking out bridges to 
stop the enemy advance. 
A10 really comes into its 
own in campaign mode. You 
play exactly the same seven mis- 
sions that you would normally, but 
all must be played. in succession. 
Just like in real life however, you 
can’t screw up one mission and 
then expect to carry on as 
normal when you move 
onto the next. Your suc- 
cess within 
pre- 


y going to be 
si of your 


he i | : 


With missiles locked on, you fly low over an enemy airbase. Press the fire button and 
mavericks scream forward, ripping huge chunks out of that airfield 


vious missions will have a marked 
effect on the ease of your next. If you 
screw up totally, you may even cause 
the war below you to be lost, forcing 
surrender to enemy forces. 

As you'd expect, gameplay is exe- 
cuted in good old solid 3D, but it’s 
far from perfect. Most of the time 

things run smoothly enough, but 

the game can slow down to a 
veritable crawl when the 
action hots up. Un- 
fortunately, it’s times like 
this when you 


most need to be able to get out of 
trouble quickly. Your A10 may be 
able to take a fair bit of punishment, 
but it’s not indestructible! 

A10 Tank Buster is a great game 
which is let down only by the speed 
of its graphics. The attention to 
detail leaves other combat flight sim- 
ulators grounded, whilst the atmo- 
sphere it generates is second to 
none. It’s just a shame Dynamix 
hadn’t managed to get things run- 
ning at a slightly faster frame rate. If 

they had, A10 Tank Buster would 
have been one hell of a 
game. As it is, it can 
often leave you 

frustrated. 


Jason 
Holbourn 
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Your co-pilot politely informs you that 


you've taken a direct hit. Time to bail out 
perhaps? Not in this baby! — the A10 can 
take a SAM up the bottom without a flinch! 


Screen update is satisfac- 
tory, but things can slow 
down to an annoying 
crawl when the action 
really starts. Compared 
to games like F29 
Retaliator or Activision's 
Bomber, A10 runs at a 
snail pace. Digitised 
option screens add a 
great deal of atmosphere 
to the game. 


Sound 


A fairly naff title tune 
starts the ball rolling, 
but things improve con- 
siderably within the 
game _ itself. Sound 
effects are particularly 
good, but it’s a shame 
you don’t get to hear 
them more often. 


‘re a hard- 
ist or a trig- 
‘unt, A10 can 
or complex 
t. It lacks 
more com- 
ontrols you'd 
flight sim- 
it more than 
these with 
realism. 
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OF POW BIR 


NOW WITH THE NEW 


SYNCRO EXPRESS 
MK Ill 


LNG SPEED) WDUSSIK 
DWOPLAC MIMON SWS eM 


—_——— THE ANSWER TO YOUR DISK DUPLICATION PROBLEMS 


1 SYNCRO EXPRESS IS A HIGH SPEED DISK DUPLICATION SYSTEM THAT WILL PRODUCE COPIES OF YOUR DISK IN AROUND 50 
SECONDS!! 

| Syncro Express requires a second drive & works by controlling it as a slave device & ignoring the computer disk drive controller 
chip whereby high speeds & great data accuracy are achieved. 


"} Menu driven selection of Start Track/End Track up to 90 tracks. Ideal for clubs, user groups or your own disks. 
| Very simple to use, requires no user knowledge. [_] The most powerful Disk Copier ever conceived. 


| Also duplicates other formats such as IBM, ST etc. |} No more waiting areund for your disks tocopy.. 


FOR? ONL YE 


Tae 
ede b&w 


| Probably the only duplication s 1 
| Now with a SUPER POWERFUL } 


} Can be switched OUT when not 


PLAS MANY NEW FEAT 
_] DRIVE SPEED CHECKER - now 


| DISK TOOLKIT - Syncro III now i 
Hard Drive File Copy etc. etc. E 


Datel Electronics Ltd., neither condones nor authorises the use of it's products for the reproduction of copyright material. 


500" baie a Fie oc eeeowien The backup facilities of this product are designed to reproduce only software such as Public Domain material, the users 
own programs or software where permission to make backups has been clearly given. It is illegal to make copies, even 
ORDERING for your own use, of copyright material, without the givan permission of the copyright owner, or the licencee thereof. 


HOW TO GET YOUB SYNCBO EXPRESS Ill 
TELEPHONE [24Hrs] 0782 744707 CREDIT CARD ORDERS 


WE WILL DISPATCH YOUR ORDER QUICKLY & EFFICIENTLY TO ENABLE YOU TO START RECEIVING 
THE BENEFITS OF YOUR PURCHASE WITHIN DAYS, NOT WEEKS 
ORDERS NORMALLY DESPATCHED WITHIN 48 Hrs. ALL CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO.... 


DATEL ELECTAHOMNICS LTD. 
~X GOVAN ROAD, FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ST4 2RS, ENGLAND. 
FAX 0782 744292 TECHNICAL/CUSTOMER SERVICE 0782 744324 


SYNC III 


| 


| 
Special compacting techniques enable up to 3 programs tovfit on one disk. 
Now 6aves directly tofdisk as Amiga Dos - reloads independently of the 
cartridge - even pach to hard drive! Works with up to 2 Megs of Ram - 
even 1 Meg Chip Mem (Fatter Agnus). 


Allows you to generate more and even infinite lives, fuel, ammo, etc. 
Perfect as a trainer mode to get you past that "impossible" level. Very 
easy to use. 


The full Sprite Editor allows you to view/modify the whole sprite set 
including any “attached" sprites. RANGE OF IMPROVED FEATURES. 


Comprehensive vifus detection and removal features to protect your 
software investment. Works with all presently known viruses. 

. 
Pictures and sound samples can be saved to disk. Files are saved 
directly IFF format suitable for use with all the major graphic and music 
packages. Samples are displayed as screen waveform. 


Now you can slow down the action to your own pace. Easily adjustable 
from full speed to 20°o speed. Ideal to help you through the tricky parts! 


SiMplyypress a key and the program will continue where you left off. 


At the press of a key now you can view the Machine Status, including Fast 
Ram, Chip Ram, RamDisk, Drive Status, etc. 


Now you can manipulate and search for screens throughout memory. 
Over 50 commands to edit the picture plus unique on screen status 


IS HERE!! 


A2000 VERSION AVAILABLE 


PLEASE STATE WHICH COMPUTER YOU HAVE WHEN 


ORDERING 


JUST LOOK AT THE UNMATCHED RANGE OF FEATURES 


“overlay” shows all the information you could ever need to work on screens. 
No other product comes close to offering such dynamic screen handling of 
frozen programs!! ° . . 


With Sound Tracker you can find the complete music in programs , 
demos,etc. and save them to disk. Saves in format suitable for most track 
“ player programs. Works with loads of programs!! 


From the Action Réplay Il preference screen you can now set up autofire 
from 0 tos100°%. Just imagine continuous fire power? Joystick 1 and 2 are 
set separately for that extra advantage! 


With the new "Diskcoder" option you can now ‘tag' your disks with a unique 
code that will prevent the disk from being loaded by anyone else. ‘Tagged" 
disks will only reload when you enter the code. Very useful for security. 


Action Replay II now has screen colour preferences with menu setup. 
Customise your screens to suit your taste. Very simple to use. 


Invaluable disk monitor - displays disk information in easy to understand 
format. Full modify/save options. 


Now you have a selection of DOS commands available at all times - DIR, 
FORMAT, COPY, DEVICE, etc. 

Disk Copy at the press of a button - faster than Dos Copy. No need to load 
Workbench - available at all times. 


Either DFO or DF1 can be selected as the boot drive when working with 
Amiga Dos disks. Very useful to be able to boot from your external drive. 


PLUS A MACHINE CODE FREEZER MONITOR WITH EVEN MORE POWER!! 


WARNING 1988 COPYRIGHT ACT WARNING 


Datel Electronics Ltd., neither condones nor authorises the use of it's products for the reproduction 
of copyright material. 
The backup facilities of this product are designed to reproduce only software such as Public Domain material, 
the users own programs or software where permission to make backups has been clearly given. 
Itis illegal to make copies, even for your own use, of copyright material, without the express 


permission of the copyright owner, or the licencee thereof. 


HOW TO GET YOUR ORDER FAS... 


TELEPHONE (24 Hrs) -(222922907) - CREDIT CARD ORDERS 


WE WILL DESPATCH YOUR ORDER QUICKLY & EFFICIENTLY TO ENABLE YOU TO START RECEIVING THE BENEFITS OF YOUR PURCHASE WITHIN DAYS, NOT WEEKS. 
ORDERS NORMALLY DESPATCHED WITHIN 48 Hrs. ALL PRICES INCLUDE V.A.T. ALL CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO... 


GOVAN ROAD, FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ST4 2RS, ENGLAND 


TECHNICAL/CUSTOMER SERVICE 0782 744324 


AAR 2 


That chappy looks vicious, but he’s dispatched quite easily 


sewers are amongst monsters? 

Whilst the average human 
would rather eat his best friend’s toe- 
nails than take a trip below ground, 
monsters seem to view all those dark 
and damp (not to mention smelly!) 
tunnels as a prime hang-out. You'll 


| sn’t it strange how popular 


First rate. With plenty of 
detail and some very nice 
shading, Eye of the 
Beholder doesn’t just 
play great, but it looks 
great too. If you thought 
RPG games were dull, 
then you’re in for a 
shock! 


Sound effects are a little 
thin on the ground, but 
then what did you 


expect? What effects are 
present do a great job of 
creating atmosphere in 
the game. 


played Dungeon 
hen you'll have 
ems getting into 

Beholder. Once 
, you'll find it 
impossible to 
he real world. 
ptivating and 
ictive, Eye of 
r is £30 well 
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find werewolves, crazed opera 
ghosts, giant alligators and even 
mutant ninja turtles living happily 
below our feet, feeding on the occa- 
sional human that is stupid enough 
to venture below ground. 

In this game, you control a band 
of four brave adventurers 
who must journey into 
the sewers below the city 
of Waterdeep to investi- 
gate the source of evil 
that lurks there. In 
true fantasy style, you 
can choose between a 
variety of different 
races, each of which 
has its own particular 
strengths and inevitable 


. 


Things aren’t so easy when he brings along his friends though! 


weaknesses. Negotiating the 
labyrinth-like sewer complex is a 
hefty enough task in itself, but you'll 
also encounter a variety of different 
obstacles along the way. 

There’s the usual assortment of 
traps to avoid, puzzles to solve and 
of course a fair helping of 

sewer demons (and 
mutant turtles?) that 
must be dispatched if you 
are to succeed in your 
quest. 

At first appearance, 
Eye of the Beholder 

bears more than a 

striking resemblance 
to a game that should be 
more than familiar to 


anyone who has even the slightest 
idea of what’s hot in the Amiga 
games scene, namely FTL’s Dungeon 
Master. 

The similarities are not just cos- 
metic either — much of the gameplay 
is very similar, but that’s not neces- 
sarily a bad thing when you consider 
what a cracking good game 
Dungeon Master was. 

A blatant Dungeon Master rip-off 
it may be, but there’s no escaping 
the fact that Eye of the Beholder is 
still one hell of a game. If you only 
intend buying one game this month, 
then this has got to be it. In short, 
Eye of the Beholder is an absolute 
corker. 

Jason Holborn 


; Dungeon Master meets Dynorod 


Press the button on the wall and the 
door to the far right begins to open... 


Your pockets are a little 
empty at the moment 


COMPUTER SUPPLIES 


Capture High-resolution colour images 
from either colour video camera, home 
VCR or any video source. Open your 
imagination and get the most out of your 
system. 


2 x 31/2" Drives Sim City 

1Mb Ram Battlechess 
1084S Monitor Battle of Brit 
Platinum Works Deluxe Paint III 
Populus + 10 other games. 


A590 20MB Hard Drive 
Commodore 1084S Col. Monito 
A501 Ram Expansion/Clock 


Half Meg RAM expansion ....with clock £45.00 
without clock £40.00 
Zydec 3.5" Drive £69.96 


A590 Hard Drive with 1mb Ram 
A590 Hard Drive with 2mb Ram... 


including 
sound amplifier with 
stereo speakers + headphones 
You have to hear it to believe it 


PIVIIGIN 2000 ic fnlict cesar coesecacaativesntaands P.O.A. 


688 Attack Sub. 


ip 
Amos - Game Creator. 
Ancient Battles...... £17.99 
Answer Back Junior Quiz 
Apprentice... 
Armour-Geddon £17.99 


£19.99 Flimbo's Quest. 
£21.99 Future Wars... 


Battle of Britain (Finest hour) 
Battle Chess £16.99 
“Battle of Austeriitz £16.99 
£19.99 Hardball 2. 
£16,99 High Energy 
£17.99 Hound of Shadow. 
£16.99 Honda RVF.... 


Grand Prix Circuit 


£16.99 International 3D-Tennis 


£16.99 Interphase ...... 

£16.99 It Came from the Dese 
Champions of Kryni £19.99 
Chaos Strikes Back (1Mb). 


17.99 Knights of Crystal 
16.99 Line of Fire.. 

Death Trap..... 17.99 
Dragons Bree 17.99 
Dragons Breath. 19.99 


Drakhen ... 19.99 
Dungeon M 16.99 
Dungeon Master Editor 3.99 
East v West... 16.99 
Emlyn Hughes Int. Soccer. 16.99 
Elite.... 


Master Blaster 
Midnight Resistance . 
Midwinter... 

Might & Magic. 
Might & Magik 
MUDS.... 


24 hour hotline for 
credit card orders 


All prices subject to change 
without notice 


All goods subject to availability. 
Titles marked * may not be released 
and will be sent on the day of 
release (subject to availability). 


£21.99 Horror Zombies From The Cry 


£16.99 International Soccer Challenge 


A500, TV Modulator, Mouse, 1mb Ram, 
Back To The Future II, Days Of Thunder, 
Shadow Of The Beast II, Night Breed, 
Deluxe Paint II, Workbench1.3/Kickstart1.3. 


NEW HAND SCANNER 


By Golden Image 

* Inc. Touchup Software 

* Supports IMG, IFF, TIFF, Delas + more 
* 100/200/300 or 400 DPI 

* Requires 1Mb + DS Drive 

* Full Technical Support 


£195.00 
CONTROL CENTRE 


Instantly transform your Amiga 500 into an 
A1000/2000 ‘look a like’ without any 
modification to the computer. Simply slip the 
‘control centre’ over the Amiga 500 and by 
reason of its colour match and contour 
hugging design it becomes an integral part 
of the computer itself. 

* Hides untidy connections at rear of A500 

* Holds disk drives, genlocks etc 
+ Easy access to joystick ports 

* Monitor sits about A500 


£54.95 


New Zealand Story 
New York Warriors 


Pro Soccer 2190... 
Pro Tennis Tour 


Red Storm Rising. 
Resolution 101 


Advanced Amiga BASIC........ 
Advanced Syst Prog Gde Amiga . 
Amiga 3D Graphics Prog BASIC .. 
Amiga Applications .... 

Amiga Assembly Lang Prog . 
Amiga BASIC Inside & Out 


9 

Amiga DOS Ref Guid 
Amiga Desktop Video 
Amiga Desktop Video 
Amiga Disk Drives Inside & fe) 
Amiga For Beginners ... 

Amiga Gd Graphics Sound Tele 
Amiga Graphics Inside & Out ... 
Amiga Hardware Ref Manual Rev 
Amiga Machine Lang Guide .. 
Amiga Machine Language... 
Amiga Microsoft Basic Prog Guide 
Amiga Prog Handbook Vol. 1 
Amiga Prog Handbook Vol. 2 
Amiga Programmers Guide 
Amiga Programmers Guide 
Amiga ROM Kernel Ref Man Autod 
Amiga ROM Kernel Ref Manual 
Amiga ROM Kernel Ref Man Lil 
Amiga System Pr yore Guide . 
Amiga Tricks and 

Becoming an Amiga A Artist 


Compute’s 2nd Book of Amiga . 
Elementary Amiga BASI 
Inside Amiga Graphics... 
Inside the Amiga with C 2nd Ed 
Kickstart Guide to the Amiga 
Kids & the Amiga... 
Mapping the Amiga 
More Tips & Tricks for Amiga 
Programmers Guide to the Amiga 


Star LC10 ..... 
Panasonic KX-P1124 
Panasonic KX-P1180 


-10 
Star L260 Colour 
Panasonic KX-P1624 
Amstrad LQ5000 .. 


Speedball 2. 
*Street Hockey . 


Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles 
Tennis Cy 
Test Drive 
“The Killing Game 
The Powerpack... 
The Punisher 
The Third Courie 


Third Courier 
Thrill Time Platinum It. 
Thunderstrike 
Tie Break... 


Budget Titles .. 


N.B. Some of the above titles may not have been 
Teleased and some of the older titles may have 
been deleted. Call for latest releases and Budget 
Titles on 0923 896969. 


SALES HOTLINE 
0923 89 69 69 


(MAIL ORDER) 


To order: Please send cheque/PO/Access or Visa details to SK Marketing Ltd, 
13 Moneyhill Parade, Uxbridge Road, Rickmansworth, Herts, WD3 2BE, 


All prices include VAT and carriage is free (UK mainland) 


King’s Quest... 


Kick Boxing 
Lemmings . 


Mickey's Ru 


Fun School 3 Over 
Fun School 2 6 to 
Fun School 2 Unde 
Fun School 2 Over 


South London: 

10 Fulham Broadway 
London SW6 1AA 
Tel: 071 381 6618 
Fax: 071 381 0528 


Fulham Broadway — 
opposite station, District Line 
Rickmansworth Station — 

5 minutes walk, 

BR and Metropolitan Line 


DES ava ae 


\\ gS 


9 out of 10 
Animator/Image: 
Animator... 


Deluxe Paint II 
Deluxe Print 2... 

Deluxe Music Construction 
Deluxe Productions 
Deluxe Photolab 


GFA Basic Interpreter 
Hisoft Devpac V2. 
Hisoft Lattice C.. 
Home Account 
Home Office Kit. 


Mailshot Plus.. 
Maxiplan Plus. 
Music X....... 


Sound ees Stereo Sampler 
Starter K 
Saree Personal . 
vee aare Personal I! 

Seat 

Show 

Vista .. 
Vista Pro 


Zoetrop (5 in 4 package) 


Sierra Specialists 
£20.99 Gold Rush! . t 
99 Manhunter New York.. 3.99 
99 Manhunter I! San Francisco.. 3,99 
99 9,99 
99 9.99 
99 9.99 
99 9.99 
99 3.99 
99 9.99 
99 Quest For Glory/Hero's Quest (1 Meg)......£26.99 
99 Quest For Glory 1! (1 Meg) £29; 
.99 A-10 Tank Killer (1 Meg). 
99 Sierra Hint Books. 


Mighty Bombjack....... 
Monster Pack (Ten Game 
Compilation) 


99 Learn to Read with Prof 1 

99 Magic Maths (4-8) A 

99 Maths Mania (8-12) i 

99 Mavis Beacon Teaches Typin, £21.95 
95 Micro Maths.... £24.00 
oH Primary Maths Course. £24.00 
95 Spanish Tutor Level A+! £19.95 
99 The Three Bears ..... £22.95 
99 Times Jubilee Crossword £19.95 
99 Things to do with Number £19.95 


Things to do with Wor 


I 
= 
s 


North London: 
13 Moneyhill Parade 
Uxbridge Road 


Rickmansworth 
Herts WD3 2BE 
Tel: 0923 896969 
Fax: 0923 771058 


PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME AT 
BOTH SHOWROOMS 


MONDAY-SATURDAY 9.30am - 5.00pm 


f your idea of a relaxing 
evening in is to guide an army 


near as much fun as taking on a 


i group of friends. 
t -. into combat, hacking and slash- Take it from me, to get 
ea ing its way to victory, then SSL's lat- the most enjoyment 


est release is for you. It’s based in the 
days of swords and sorcery, dragons 
and fair maidens, a time when men 
were men and woman were most 
certainly woman (if a tad butch). 

In true armchair general style, 
Warlords is a strategic wargame that 
can be played by up to eight human 
players, all of whom must outdo the 
others to gain eventual control of the 
lands of Illuria. 

You can, of course, play it on your 
lonesome, with the computer taking 
control of the remaining armies, but 
playing with yourself is no where 


from Warlords, it real- 
ly is worth inviting a 
few like minded 
friends to par- 

take in a little 

feudal conquest. 
This way, you get 
the opportunity to 


— a 
EB i 


Hack and slash strategy 


\ Ra FE 
— 
—_ 

ik 


Publisher: SSL 


a | 


Price: £24.95 


EVEN ES: 
Lorde 


Ne pt 
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nut me 
; t ] 
H \ | 
} Pick your army. Up to eight human 
i players can play against each other 
| with the computer taking control of 
| 


any armies that remain. 


At the start of the game, your knight sets 
forth to conquer the cities of IIluria. 


as their armies are slaughtered at 
your hands. 

To win the game you must gain 
control of the cities of Illuria. Sounds 
simple enough, but there are 80 of 
them in all, most of which are heavi- 
ly defended. At the start of the game 
there are many which are under neu- 
tral control. 

These tend to be easy pickings, so 
it's worth grabbing as many as possi- 
ble to build up your influence at an 
early stage. It’s not necessary to con- 


ee ee ee ae 


Pe 


trol all 80 cities - if you have control 
of more than 40 and your nearest 
opponent is still at least 15 cities 
behind you, all seven remaining 
armies can choose to surrender and 
accept the inevitable. 

Each time you overrun a city, its 
resources fall at your disposal. Each is 
capable of producing an income 
which is automatically used to keep 
your armies at their peak of perfor- 
mance. If you start to lose these 
sources of income (enemy forces 


capture some of your cities, for 
example), then this can have an 
effect on the fighting ability of your 
armies. Money isn’t the only thing 
that a city can produce. If nurtured, 
some can also produce armies which 
can be sent into battle to achieve 
further conquest. All this costs 
money though, so it’s just as impor- 
tant to keep your eyes on your 
finances as it is to maintain a decent 
plan of campaign. 

If your finances become dire, you 
will be doomed to failure - without 
sufficient funds, you'll be unable to 
keep your armies supplied, 
which will eventually make 
them too weak to defend /,/ 
themselves against attack. 

In true fantasy style, you 
can enlist the services of 
wizards and dragons, both 
of which will add a bit of 
extra kick to your army’s 
fighting potential. You can < 
also send your knights off on 
quests to search out magical swords 
which can be used to tip the scales 
of success in your favour. 

These prove to be particularly 
important as your opposing forces 


4i 


’ 
7 
eee ee Soe 


i 


The battle starts. Things don’t look too 
good, but your pikes is pretty strong 


Capturing the city in the bottom right- 


hand corner has allowed you to build ships 


with which to invade the island 


Oh dear, you’re not particularly popular 


amongst the other tribes that inhabit Iluria 


become more powerful. Anyway, if 
you don’t use magical weapons, you 
can guarantee that your opponents 
will! 

I’m not the greatest fan of 
wargames, but | must admit that 
Warlords had me completely 
engrossed. Most of the time my fee- 
ble attempts at military strategy 
ended in my entire forces being 
wiped out, but there’s something 
very satisfying about it all when you 
do eventually succeed. Unless you've 

got a really deep-rooted 
hatred of wargames, 
Warlords is very 
definitely worth 
checking out. It will 
not appeal to every- 
one, but if you per- 
%. severe with it 
you'll find it to 
be a real cracker 
of a game. 
Jason Holborn 


ike most wargames, 
jraphics are strictly func- 


generally well- defined 
and surprisingly colour- 


Pretty naff really. The 
title tune is uninspiring 
and there are very few 
sounds effects apart from 
the occasional sampled 
roar and the sound of 
clashing swords. Then 
again, what do you 


expect from a wargame? 
As it is, what effects are 
present fit the game 
nicely. 
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AMIGA 300 MAMMOTH 
4 MEG UPGRADE 


LATEST DESIGN INCORPORATES ‘CHIPMEN' OPTION AT NO EXTRA COST! 


® Increases computer memory from normal '/2 megabyte 
to 1 megabyte 


® Includes disable switch/incorporates high quality silver 
coated pin connector 


© 16 bit technology 

© Fit in minutes 

© Direct replacement of Commodore A501 expansion 
@ Includes “CHIPMEM OPTION" - Phone for details 
© 12 month warranty 

@ In stock now! 


Price includes VAT and post 
and packing 


Tel: 0582 491949 


BRITISH MADE 


Send order with payment to: 


WTS ELECTRONICS LTD, chau! End Lane, Luphn Beds LU4 8EZ 


Hisoft Extend : 
SAS (Lattice) C V5.01...000...8 


TV Show v2 
TV Text Professional 
Video Effects 3D. 
Video Titler 3D. 


A500.........Options from £324.99 RS239 Cable. 
A500 1Mb Screen Gems..£384.99 Scart Cable... 
A500 Class of 90's 3.5" 40 Capacity Box 


A500 First Steps : " 
£684.99 3.5" 80 Capacity Box. 


A1500 3Mb + 52Mb H/0.21199.99 10x Sony Bulk 3.5 
A300 16Mhz + 40Mb HD £2129.99 90 x Sony Bulk 3.5 
A3000 25Mhz + 40Mb HD £2554.99 100 x Sony Bulk 3. 
A3000 25Mhz + 105Mb HD£3074.99 10 x Sony MFD2DD 3. 
A1084S Colour Monitor...£254.99 10 x TDK MF2DD 3.5". 


i Computes 1st Book *. 
Computes 2nd Book * 
Elementary * Basic. 
Inside * Graphics 
Kids & the Amiga 
Mapping the Amiga 


M Beacon Teaches Typing .£22.95 
Mega Maths A-Level..........£20.95 
Micro English GCSE .. 

Micro French GCSE 

Micro Maths GCSE... 

raat HE yrs 

, rof Looks at Words . 

Maters Amiga DOS 2... -95 Prof Makes Sentences 

Prog Gde to Amiga. ...£23.95 Prof Plays a New Game. 

* Indicates Amiga in title spel Book 4-9 years . I: 
68000 Assem Lang Prog The Three Bears +1995, 
68000 User Guide........... ngs colco aber ete 

ni £14 
Programming the 68000... SOS COE og 


Gold Disk Type. 
Qutline Fonts. 
Pagesetter II. 
Pagestream v2.1 .. 


3D Professional. 
Amiga Vision... 
Deluxe Paint 
Deluxe Print H 
Deluxe Video III... £74.95 
Disney Animation Studio ...£84.95 
Imagine £189.95 


Professional Page v2 
Structured Clip Art 
Templates.. 


A1950 Multisync .. na ; | ra 


A590 20Mb HD ee 


A590 20Mb HD+1Mb Ram£379.99 


A1011 1Mb 3.5" Drive 


£79.99 


A501 Ram Expansion/Clock£57.99 
£2 


Advanced Amiga Basic 
* Adv Sys Prog Gde 
* 3D Graphics Prog 


Teach Yourself 68000. 
40 Great Flight Sims... 
40 More Great Flights. 
40 Great Sub Adv's.... 
F-19 Stealth Air Combat . 


Excellence 2... 


Kindwords 2 


Cashbook Controller. 


IntroCAD Plus. 
Photon Paint 


EAD NAME f a Amiga Applications 


Amiga Ass Lang Prog.. 
i aot Amiga Basic In & Out.. 
Amiga C Adv Prog... 

* C for Beginners 


F-19 Stealth Fighter 
Falcon Air Combat.. 
Flight Sim Odyssey. 
Flying Flight Sim. 
Gunship Academy .. 
Jet Fighter School... 
Jet Fighter School I! 
Learn to Fly Flight Sim 
Sub Commander .... 
Take Off Flight Sim . 
Up & Run Flight Sim... 


Final Accounts... 


Philips 8833 MKIl.. 
Citizen120D+. 
Citizen 124D.. 
Citizen Swift 9 
Citizen Swift 24 . 
Swift 9/24 Colour Kit 


Small Business Acc. Cash .£57.95 
Small Business Acc. Xtra...£81.95 
System 3... 


K-Data.... 

Prodata... 

Superbase Personal .. ; B . 
Superbase Personal 2......64.95 B.A.D..... 

Superbase Professional...£164.95 Cross Dos.. 
Superbase Professional 4£259.95  Diskmaster 

| a wen GB Route... 

Power windows V2.5 
Quarterback 


Amiga DOS In & Out 
Amiga DOS Ref Guide . 
Star Amiga Desktop Video .. 
Star * Desktop Video Gde 
Star ; é * Disk Drives In/Out 
Star 00 ; Amiga for Beginners 
Star ; * Graphics In & Out. : . oy 


* I 
Halwa ACRE : Better Maths 12-16 yrs 


Better Spelling Over 8. 
Fun School 2 Under 6. 
Fun School 2 6-8 years .. 
Fun School 2 Over 8... 
Fun School 3 Under 5. 
Fun School 3 5-7 years .. 
Fun School 3 Over 7.. 


Audiomaster II 

Bars and Pipes ... 
DR. T's Copyist App 
DR. T's Copyist DT 


Dr T's KCS Level Il. 
Dr T's MRS. 
Dr T's Tiger 


Advantage .. 
DG Calc .. 

K-Spread 2. 
Superplan... 


Amiga Mach Lang Gde 
Amiga Machine Lang... 
* Prog Handbook vol 1 
* Prog Handbook vol 2 
Compute * Prog Gde 
Weber * Prog Gde... 
* ROM Kernel Man Aut 
* ROM Kernel Man Lib Lets Spell at Home . 
* System Prog Gde. Lets Spell at the Sho 
Becoming an * Artist £18. Magic Maths 4-8 yrs .. 


Hitachi Camera & Lens. 

Digiview. 

Vidi Amiga. 

Golden Image Scanner....£199.99 
Type 10 Handy Scanner...£135.99 
Minigen te 
Genlock + Home Titler.. 

Designer Modem 

Linnet Modem 


Broadcast Titler 2. 
Elan Performer 2 : 
Home Titler.... A10 Tank Killer... 
HyperBook. £54, F-16 Combat Pilot .. 
Pro Titler... : F-16 Falcon... 

F-19 Stealth Fighter 
F-29 Retaliator.... 
Falcon Mission Disks. 
Flight Simulator II... 
Flight Sim Scenery . 
Gunshi 

VISA Mi Tan’ 


Devpac 2. 

GFA Basic v3.5 Compiler. 
GFA Basic v3.5 Interpreter....... 
Hisoft Basic Ree 


Pro Video Post.. 


Beginners Gde to *.. Maths Mania 8-12 yrs 
Please make cheques/postal orders payable to SOFTMACHINE. All items subject to availability. 
All prices include V.A.T. & U.K. Delivery. All prices subject to change without notice. E.&0.E. 
| Mig 29 Fulcrum.. 


EN SOFTMACHINE Pratlight 


Dept. AMC6, 20 Bridge House, Bridge Street, Sunderland SR1 1TE. Tel: 091-510 2666/2777 Fax: 091-564 1960 | Team 


Mastersound 
Perfect Sound 


Naksha Mouse... £19. 
Contriver Trackba £29.99 
Marconi Trackball..............£47.99 


olf is one of the world’s 

biggest participation 

sports, and wouldn’t you 
know it from the recent spate of 
games for hookers and slicers! 

PGA Tour Golf, fresh from its con- 
quests on the PC tour, has now sur- 
faced on the Amiga, and looks like a 
champion in the making. 

What sets this game apart from 
others in the field, apart from being 
an Electronic Arts product, is the 
quality of the golf action itself. 

Too many games have concen- 
trated on gimmicks at the expense of 
gameplay, but EA have managed to 
come closer than any other to simu- 
lating actual golf. 

In play, this translates as a much 
more refined representation of the 
swing and the flight of the ball. | 
would have liked a few more shot 
options such as those in last year’s 
Greg Norman game, but simplicity 
of approach pays off in the end. 

The traditional swing bar is used 
to hit the ball, but in this case, the 
penalty for inaccurate timing is real- 
istic. Even slight mistakes can result 
in a vicious hook or slice, which gives 
the game an element of club-throw- 
ing frustration just like the real thing. 

What made me very angry, more 
so even than when my second and 
third shots both went in the water at 
the seventeenth, was the total lack of 
even a token female option. The 
game is based around the USPGA 
Tour, and allows the player to com- 
pete against 60 of the world’s top 
male professionals, but women 
golfers such as | can only be appalled 
that there is no women’s tour option. 

There are thousands of female 
golfers and computer users in this 
country, and they must be getting 


Hole #2 622 yards 


MEI. mE 


2 es 


TPC Avenel 
test on this hole is 


the 2nd shot; keep 
right side for 
| approach to the gt 


There is advice on hand from the pros 


Par 5S 


- PUHGH 3 


SANDRA 


HORHAL 


1007 14 SO% 257 


There are several handy special shots to choose from 


pretty cheesed-off by the constant 
stream of games which force you to 
tee off from the mens’ tees and play 
a round from the point of view of a 
blond-haired hulk. Software produc- 
ers please take note! 

OK, ranting aside, the rest of the 
game is excellent. Once the ball is 
actually struck, it soars off into the 
distance and it is at this point the 
game boosts the atmosphere with a 
very useful gimmick. The ‘camera 
angle’ switches to a point ahead of 


1s¢ SO% e257 


the ball looking back down the fair- 
way, and your ball screams into view 
to land with a thunk, a thud, or a 
splash. 

This simple trick gives the player a 
far better look at the shot than if it 
just disappeared into the distance, 
and does more than any other gim- 
mick I’ve seen to convey the atmo- 
sphere of God's own sport. 

The pseudo-3D putting surface, 
which you can rotate to examine the 
borrow, is useful if not very pretty, 


OOPS! A nasty slice can be the result of a mistimed shot 


Take a swing with EA today! 


Publisher: Electronic Arts 


and F2 


and is i5 


s 


it to the 
the best 
negn.” 


The 3D contour map of the green is very useful 


The ball is 6.in. 
il yds. away 


Price: £24.99 


Left and Right_arrows 
Fi nove 


above the cup 


Almost no 
except for o 
worst loading 
ever heard. 


More of the usual, but 
with a little bit extra. 
Difficulty level has been 
pitched just right, and 
the tour element is good 
for long term appeal. 


but I’ve yet to discover how you shut 
it off, and it can be annoying when it 
pops up for a pitch from just off the 
green. That said, putting is as diffi- 
cult as it deserves to be, and on 
those tricky American greens too! 

All in all, it’s still a golf game, but 
EA’s PGA Tour Golf would be a first 
choice on my list of sports sims. 

Sandra Foley 


FINAL JUDGEMENT 


PGA TOUR GOLF 


we 


, Xs 


There's plenty of information on ball positioning and your lie 
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Lob a missile, bump them off the road, and if that doesn't work, park acorss their path 


miga games players 
who've been around for a 
year or so will no doubt 


remember the original Supercars. It 
was far from unique as an overhead 
view car racing game but it did have 
a few features that lifted it out of the 
ordinary. 

Well, fans of the genre can jump 
for joy now because Supercars 2 is 
here. And the most exciting thing 
about the sequel is that it caters for 
two players at once, something that 
the original didn’t manage. On load- 
ing you are asked to select either 


easy, medium or hard level then it’s 
foot to the floor time. 

The circuits start easy, with plenty 
of straight sections and nothing 
especially testing. The game is 
viewed from above and the style of 
the original is maintained as much as 
possible. You (and a friend if applica- 
ble) are represented by a coloured 
car. The computer cars (and there 
are a lot of them on most levels) are 
all white. 

To call Supercars 2 a race game 
would do it injustice because much 
of the game revolves around com- 


Buying weapons with the winnings can earn you money if you're a shrewd speculator 


Jump that bridge! You'll need a run up or 
else it's a sticky end 12 feet below 


bat. After each race you enter the 
shop (assuming you were placed in 
the top five cars) and the winnings 
from the race can be squandered on 
repairs for the car and extra armour 
and weapons to increase your 
chances of winning the next. 

In each race there are only two 
weapon types available to you, and 
they need to be chosen with care. 
The standard types are front and rear 
shooting missiles which are activated 
by pushing the joystick forwards or 
back respectively. In the shop either 
of these missiles can be exchanged 
for homing missiles (deadly and very 
accurate), spinning missiles that cir- 
cle the car for a couple of seconds, 
and land mines. 

Other add ons include armour 
(reduces damage to the car from 
deflections), a larger engine size and 
a battering ram which causes dam- 
age to the other cars when you col- 
lide with them head on. This may 
come in very handy when you're in a 
tight bunch. As you need to fight for 
positions, every dirty trick in the 
book will be useful. Don’t feel at all 
guilty because the computer drivers 


Scalextric on screen 


are not 


Addiction is simply not 
the word, though with 
only ten tracks per level 
I'd doubt that you'll be 
at the keyboard forever. 
Well worth laying out a 
pony for. 


will pull no punches, rest assured! 
Later levels feature everything you 
ever wanted from a Super-Deluxe 
Scalextric set. Jumps, lumps, 
crossovers, chicanes and opening 
and shutting gates as well as a 
choice of routes on certain levels 
makes for some really tough races. 
Playing with another Human play- 
er means you are vying for the top 
spot with one extra contender 
about, which makes things a bit 
tougher. Picking on each other will 
only mean dropping out of the top 
five though so avoid it at all 
costs.Supercars 2 is a very worth- 
while game. 
John Diglan 


Publisher: Gremlin Graphics 


CARS 2 


Price: £24.95 


The calm before the storm: glory, girls and hot machines 
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2nd place earns you 4 championship points 


“RACE RESULT 


gi time 


High quality RGB output for your Amiga 


The HAM-E system gives you high resolution pure RGB images on your standard 1084 RGB monitor. They are pure RGB, not smeary 
composite. No other graphics expansion device offers so much performance and costs so little! And all the software to run it is free. 
Even upgrades! There is not enough room to cover all of the advanced features of this system, so here are just a few. 


* Paint, Render, cvt ip s/w 5 * Custom Keashen use blitter * i ith CLUT 
* 18/24 bit "pure" modes * RGB,HSV.HSL,CMY Palette S; andard 

* 256/512 colour register modes 
* RGB pass through 
* Screen 


f the 12 different HAM- E 
format i i file types. 


¥sion n Only, be scaled and 


converted to 24 bit IFF files. 


i ati *"C" source code available fr 
* Upg Kt ao, swe 

: T compatible painting 
-* PAL & NTSC compatible olour stengils 
* Uses only RGB port * Matte/c 9: dr: * Image processing software 
* FCC Class B. UL Listed * Prints via re supplied provides edge 
* Works w/std Amiga monitors * Auto en palettes enhancement, blur, various 
* Does not use Amiga power * Writes IFF24,GIF HAM-E convolutions, and much more. 


BLACK 


Distributed Exclusively in the UK by Checkmate Digital Ltd 
80 Mildmay Park, London, N1 4PR, England 
Sales 071-923 0658, Fax 071-254 1655 


CheckMate Digital Ltd, 80 Mildmay Park, London, N1 4PR: Sales 071-923 0658 , Fax 071-254 1655 


sages SOFTWARE 


For The Commodore Amiga 


| AMIGA A1500 — £699.95 


Package includes A1500 computer with 
1 Mb ram, 2 drives, Deluxe Paint III, Works 
Platinum and 4 great games. 


Price includes VAT and 
Courier delivery 


A1500 plus 1084s colour monitor £929.95 
AMIGA SCREEN GEMS 


Includes Deluxe Paint II and 
4 Top games 
+ Free '/2meg memory expansion 
MJC PRICE £384.95 


a with Cumana 2nd Drive 


COMMODORE A590 


HARD DRIVE 
20Mb Auto boots from WB 1.3 
MJC PRICE £284.95 


~ Ilwith extra 1 Meg Fitted £319.95 


aia extra 12 ae nie £349, 36 


NAKSHA UPGRADE MOUSE 


280 DPI with FREE Mouse 
House + Mat 


MJC PRICE £21.95 


AMOS - The Creator - V1.2 
MJC PRICE £33.95 


Personal Finance Manager 


Best Selling Home 
accounting package 


add £60.00 } 


ie A very fast command based package now 


CUMANA CAX 354 DISC DRIVE 


Quality Brand name 3.5" second drive 
includes thru port, disable switch and 
No Hassle 1 year guarantee 


INCLUDES FREE VIRUS-X UTILITY 
MJC PRICE £61.95 


DISNEY ANIMATION STUDIO 


great new animation package 
MJC PRICE £74.95 


PHILIPS 8833 MK2 MONITOR 


including cable and delivery 
MJC PRICE £249.95 


MEMORY EXPANSIONS 


/. Meg internal expansion for Amiga 500 
Battery backed clock and disable switch 
uses latest 4 chip technology — will 
not invalidate your warranty 


in ils oll = 


PROTEXT Version 5 


with 110,000 word Collins Dictionary 
Mail Merge and up to 36 files open plus 
much more — call for details (1 Meg) 


MJC PRICE £99.95 


VIDI COLOUR SOLUTION 
Vidi Colour package — including Vidi 
Digitiser, Vidichrome and Photon Paint 


MJC PRICE £95.00 


i— 


RGB SPLITTER - for use with Vidichrome or 
Digiview. (includes PSU) 


MJC PRICE £64.95 
COMPLETE COLOUR SOLUTION 


Package includes Vidi Amiga, Vidichrome 
and the RGB Splitter for a complete colour 
digitising outfit. Note: For best colour 
pictures you require a video camera or 
perfect still frame VCR 


MJC PRICE £145.00 


ZVP VIDEO STUDIO 


Great Video Production package — call for 
details (requires 1 meg + 2 drives) 


MJC PRICE £89.95 
RENDALE 8802 GENLOCK 


Great value Genlock offering both 
Foreground and Background modes. 


MJC PRICE £159.95 
8802 MODE SWITCH BOX — £31.95 


MASTERSOUND AMIGA 


Great value mono sampler £29.95 


PROTEXT V4.3 ......ssssssseee £64.95 


—__]} 


MJC PRICE £22.95 


FUN SCHOOL 2 
jj Educationally based games — 8 programs per disc: 
|} Fun School 2 for 2-6 year olds 
? Fun School 2 for 6-8 year olds 
Fun School 2 for 8-12 year olds 
FUN SCHOOL 3 
5 educational games with great graphics: 
Fun School 3 for 2-5 year olds 


|] Fun School 3 for 5-7 year olds 


|| Fun School 3 for 7-12 year olds 


Learn to Read With Prof:- builds a complete 
reading course for 4-9 year olds 
PT 1. Prof Plays a New Game — includes audio tape & 5 booklets£19.95 
PT 2. Prof Looks at Words £19.95 


MAVIS BEACON TYPING TUTOR 


The Fun way to learn typing with games rhymes 
and custom facilities. (12+) 


MJC PRICE £19.95 


PRODATA AMIGA £59.95 


QUARTET AMIGA 


Synthesiser + 4 track sequencer £39.95 


KOSMOS SOFTWARE 
Answerback Junior Quiz — is a quiz based game containing 
750 genera! knowledge questions for 6-11 years £14.95 


Fact File Spelling — extra 500 questions pack for use with 
Answerback Quiz £7.95 
Fact File Arithmetic £7.95 


Answerback Senior Quiz — is again a general knowledge 
quiz for 12+ years £14.95 


Kosmos Language Tutors — useful as an aid to learning a 
language. Vocabulary of some 2500 words split in to 20 
specific groups. 

French Mistress (12+ years) £14.95 

German Master (12+ years) £14.95 

Spanish Tutor (12+ years) £14.95 

Italian Tutor (12+ years) £14.95 


Sesame Street - Letters For You featuring Digitised Sesame 
Street voices — fun way to learn the alphabet (3-6). £15.95 


DISNEY EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE - yes software from the 
world famous Disney Studios — with great sound and of course 
great graphics 


Mickey's Runaway Zoo — for 2-5 year olds — for eid ay 
learning numbers 9.95 
Donald’s Alphabet Chase — for 2-5 year olds for focus * 
alphabet 9.9 

Goofy’s Railway Express — for 2-5 year olds for learning ane 
and shapes £19.95 


LCL Educational Software — a well presented step by step 
method — developed by practising teachers. Features up to 35 
programs per pack 


Primary Maths Course (3-12 years) 
Micro Maths (up to GCSE level) 
Micro English (up to GCSE level) 
Micro French (up to GCSE level) 


£19.95 
£19.95 
£19.95 
£19.95 


Sesame Street - Numbers Count — digitised sound and a 
colouring book — for learning numbers (3-6 years). £15.95 


rnment orders welcomed. 
Se call or write for quotations. 
ect to ida wile ithout notice. E&OE 


X: 0462-670301 


Proprietor: M. J. Cooper 


We need you! 


_ So you think you're pretty mean with a joystick eh? Then why not prove it 


by sending in any cheats or tricks that you may have found for your 
favourite games. We're particularly interested in tips for brand new games 


_ such as those reviewed in this issue, so get writing. Who knows, you might 
even win something! 


Send your tips to: THE TIP SHOP, Amiga Computing, Europa House, 
Adlington Park, Adlington, Macclesfield Sk10 4NP. Come on, stop reading and 


JAMES POND 
The name’s Pond, James Pond. 
Licence to kill, 007. If you find my 
antics a little too much to manage, 
then type MR2 when the mission 
starts. A sweet little angel will appear 
and you'll now be completely inde- 
structible. Even ‘M’ couldn’t come 
up with a better cheat than this! 


E-SWAT 


Life’s tough on the streets, so this 
handy little cheat will come as a wel- 
come help. Pause the game and type 
JUSTIFIED ANCIENTS OF MU MU. 
The screen will then flash and you 
will have 99 credits. Something tells 
me the programmer is into the KLF! 


We all like to think that we're pretty 


get writing! 


— ees an = 


mean joystick wagglers, but even the 
best need a little help occasionally. 
Take a trip to The Game Zone Tip Shop 
with Jason Holborn 


TURRICAN 


Fancy 99 lives? If so, then get your- 
self onto the hiscore table and enter 
your name as BLUESMOBIL. If you 
then start another game, you'll have 
all those luverley lives, making it easy 
to reach the high socres again! 


HORROR ZOMBIES 


If the creepy crawlies are getting to you, then 
type in BOGEYMAN for infinite lives. 


To skip levels, type CHEATMODE during play 
and then press ‘F10’. You will then be taken 


straight to the next level. 


TURBO ESPRIT 


If you can’t quite handle the perfor- 
mance of Lotus’ sleek turbo street 
racer, then you can activate this little 
cheat mode which allows you to 
qualify for races without having to 
be in the top ten. In two player 


mode, enter player one’s name as 
FIELDS OF FIRE and player two's 
name as IN A BIG COUNTRY. Aren’t 
they U2 songs? (Nope, Big Country 
songs - Ed) 


ROBOCOP 2 


Robocop’s prime directives probably 
wouldn’t agree with cheating, but 
who cares anyway? Type in SERIAL- 
INTERFACE (with no spaces) on the 
title screen to access the cheat 
mode. You can now restore your 
energy by pressing F9 and skip for- 
ward to the next level by pressing 
F10. Your move punk! 


AWESOME 


It may be jolly pretty, but there’s no 
doubting that it’s pretty tricky too. If 
you need a little help, then press the 
plus symbol on your numeric keypad 
and press the fire button on your 
joystick. If you then start the game, 
pressing F1 will turn off your ene- 
mies, F6 will replenish your fuel sup- 
ply and 1 through to 10 (press the 0 
key for 10) will allow you to access 
different weapons. Go for it! 


LEVEL FUN TRICKY TAXING MAYHEM LEVEL FUN TRICKY TAXING MAYHEM 

01 - HCGOLONPDX | MFMCGKLNFO | NJMNLFELHX 16 CINLMDLQCQ | LMBIJOOOE} HMDLGKOMGT | IJHMEMGKIO 
02 IJLDNCCCN CMOLMGLQDJ | GMCOKLMOFY = | HMFJFINMHQ 17 CAJHLFLBDT KCCOMMLPEU | MELGCKLNGN NHMDIFALIV 
03 NJLDLCADCY CC)JLDMBEX MCANMMFPFO _ | MFHFAJLNHX 18 KJHGLBCDQ CKNLMDMQEV_ | DLGIJOMOGV HMDIFINMIO 
04 HLLHCIOECU IKHLDMCCEN CINOMGMOQFK — | FHFIJLMOHQ 19 NJNNHCCDDT | CCKHNNKBFR | LGENMMDPGU_ | MDIFAJLNIX 
05 LDLCAJNFCK OHNLIBADEP GEKKNMJBG} HFANLMFPHN 20 HLFLCNNEDW _ | IJJLGMCCFS GKNNOLHQGS_ | DIFIJLMOIQ 
06 DLCIJNLGCT IDLMCIOEEU KJILDLGCGU FINLMFHQHW 21 LFLCC|LFDN OHLFMCADFN =| GGKHNNHBHY | IFANLMDPIN 
07 LCANLLDHCO | LDMCCJNFEP NHNLJGCDGY FAJHLDIBIW 22 NHCKKONGDQ $| ILFMCKOEF} KJJLFNGCHK FINLMDIQIW 
08 CINNLDLIC} EMCIJMLGEW ILDLGMOEGN IJHLDIFCIP 23 LCCNMLFHDU — | LFMCEJMFFT NJLGNGADHW FAJHLFIB)} 

09 CEKHMDLJCO MCEOLLDHEW — | LDLGCJOFGV NHLDIFADIN 24 CINLLGLIDL GICKKOLGFK KNOHGOOEHL | IJHLFIFCJS 

10 MJHMDLJCO CMNLLEMIEP ENGIJNLGGO HLDIFINEIV 25 CCKHMGHJDM | MCGNMLFHFL | LFNGCJNFHJ NHLFIFADJP 
11 NHMLHCALCT — | CEKKOLIJEK LGANOLDHG} LDIFAJLFIO 26 JHOOHCKDM — | BKOMNFIIFO GNGIJLLGHP HLFIFINEJY 
12 JOLHCMOMCV | IKHMEMCKEX GKNOLDLIGU DIFIJLLGIX 27 NKMFLCALDV | CAJJMGMIJFS HFANLLFHHU LFIFAJLFJR 

13 MDLCAJLNCR OJOLICCLEN GAJIMMHJGX MGCNNLEHIO 28 HOOHCIOMDT | KKKOOICKFV FINLLFHIHN FIFIJLLGJK 

14 ELCIINMOCN HMDMCIOMEM | OKHMDNGKGT | FINLLDIIIN 29 OOHCGJLNDR =| OHMFMCALFW | FAJHMFHJHP IFANLLFHKX 
15 LCENLMDPCL MDMCGJMNEL | OIMELGALGK FAJHMDIJIP 30 GLCMJMMODT | HMGMCMOMFU}| IJHMFMFKHG FINLLFIIJQ 
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MEDIA DIRECT 


AMIGA MEGA PACKS 


PACK 2 


AS PACK 1 PLUS:- 
0.5 MEG RAM EXPANSION 


ONLY 357.95 


PACK 1 
AMIGA A500 COMPUTER INCLUDES:- 


0512K MEMORY 
OBUILT IN DISK DRIVE PLUS 
yx MOUSE MAT 


.0) 4096 COLOUR GRAPHICS 
0 4 CHANNEL STEREO SOUND ¢e MOUSE POCKET 
yx DUST COVER 


GKICKSTART 1.3 
yx 40 CAP DISK BOX 


© WORKBENCH 1.3 
OEXTRAS 1.3 AND TUTORIAL DISK 

¥ 10 BLANK DISKS 
we CLEANING KIT 


AMIGA MOUSE 
¥ QUICKSHOT JOYSTICK 


ALLFORONLY 329.99 


G POWER SUPPLY UNIT 
0 A500 KEYBOARD 


CUMANA 3.5" EXTERNAL DRIVE 
© VERY QUIET 
€9 SLIMLINE DESIGN 
€3 THROUGHPORT CONNECTOR 
: © ONOFF SWITCH ON REAR 
© LONG CONNECTING CABLE 
€3 830K FORMATTED CAPACITY 


© FITS ALL AMIGA'S 


ONLY 59. 95 


QUICKSHOT 130F 
vx ERGONOMICAL DESIGN 

yx 2 FIRE BUTTONS 

yr HIGH SPEED AUTOFIRE 

yx BIOGRIP FOR MAX.CONTROL 
yx 4 STABILIZING SUCTION CUPS 


"ony 9.95 


QUICKSHOT 131 
vx ERGONOMICAL DESIGN 

vx 2 FIRE BUTTONS 

+x BIOGRIP FOR MAX.CONTRO 


Ww 4 STABILIZING SUCTION 
CUPS 


ony 6.95 


3.5" HIGH DENSITY DISKS 5.25" DSDD DISKS 


Ob sneisvtenterires 8.95 
12.95 


(ALL DISKS 100% ERROR FREE 


‘ALL DISKS 100% 
aaa re od yooh lee INCLUDES ENV//LABELS) 


INCLUDES LABELS) 


3.5" COLOUR DISPLAY 
160 x 102 PIXELS 


4 CHANNEL SOUND 
64K MEMORY 
180° FLIP SCREEN 


Xx sb 3b HE HH HH 


GAMES CARTRIDGE 


ONLY 119.95 


4.0 Mhz MICRO PROCESSOR 
8 MEGABYTE GAME CAPACITY 


INCLUDES FREE CALIFORNIA 


PACK 3 


AS PACK 1 PLUS:- 
0.5 MEG RAM EXPANSION 
AND CUMANA EXTERNAL DRIVE 


ONLY 409.95 


AMIGA 0.5'MEG UPGRADE 


wx INCREASES MEMORY TO 1 MEGABYTE 
vx 16 BIT TECHNOLOGY 
wx REPLACEMENT FOR A501 EXPANSION 


32.95 


xx ON/OFF SWITCH 
ONLY 28.95 


CLOCK 
VERSION 


NAKSHA UPGRADE MOUSE 


© SIMPLY THE BEST 

€3 280 DPI RESOLUTION 

€3 ERGONOMIC DESIGN 

€3 SMOOTH PRECISE OPERATION 
© 2 YEARS GUARANTEE 

© FREE MOUSE MAT 


€3 FREE MOUSE POCKET 


Naksha_ ~ 22.95 


QUICKSHOT 129F 

ye SPACE AGE DESIGN 

yx 2 FIRE BUTTONS 

¥x HIGH SPEED AUTOFIRE 

¥x 8 DIRECTION THUMB CONTROL 

yx FLIGHTGRIP FOR MAX FREEDOM & 


ony 8.99 


QUICKSHOT 128 

ye REVOLUTIONARY DESIGN 

ye 2 FIRE BUTTONS 

Ye HIGH SPEED AUTOFIRE 

ye ARCADE TYPE CONTROL STICK 
yx SLOW MOTION FUNCTION 

yx 4 STABILIZING SUCTIONCUPS % 


ony 13.95 


5.25" DSHD DISKS 


(ALL DISKS 100% ERROR FREE 
INCLUDES ENV/LABELS) 


GAME CARDS 


SLIME WORL 
KLAX 
ROADBLASTERS... 
PAPERBOY 

MS PACKMAN... 
XENOPHOBE .... 
BLUE LIGHTNING... 


ELECTRO COP 19. 


COMP. PRO 5000 

yx SUPER SENSITIVE M/SWITCHES 
Ye 2 FIRE BUTTONS 

¥x STRONG STEEL SHAFT 

yx NON SLIP BASE PADS 


ONLY 1 1 95 
5 AUTOFIRE 1 3.95 


ZIPSTICK 
ye SUPER SENSITIVE M/SWITCHES 
ye 2 WSWITCH FIRE BUTTONS 
Ye STRONG STEEL SHAFT 
., % NON SLIP BASE PADS 


@ ow 11.95 
RAPID FIRE 1 3.95 


DISK STORAGE BOXES 


3.5" 100 CAPACITY.....5.95 
3.5" 80 CAPACITY......5.45 
3.5" 50 CAPACITY......4.95 
3.5" 40 CAPACITY......4.45 
5.25" 100 CAPACITY...5.95 
5.25" 50 CAPACITY...4.95 


veveve OFFER ve vevr 


DEDUCT £1.00 FROM THE 
ABOVE BOX PRICES IF 
PURCHASING A QUANTITY 
OF DISKS BELOW 75 AND 
£2.00 FOR A QUANTITY 
ABOVE 75 


5.25" OR 3.5" 10 CAP BOXES 
5 FOR 4.50 
10 FOR 7.50 


MEGA DEALS x 


AMAZING OFFERS ON 


HOW TO ORDER 
3.5" DSDD DISKS 


BY PHONE 
25 DSDD 135 tl sscccccinsaceinsniezetseseeveenssions 10.95 0782 208228 
50 DSDD 135 tpi ...ceecccccccsesseesseeseecsecsseeseeees 20.95 BY FAX 
75 DSDD 135 tpi cssoseeeesnneeeennnaceesnnseeeennnaseen 30.95 PROFESSIONAL 0782 281506 
100 DSDD 135 tpi .................ccceeesssseeeeeeees 35.95 (THE ULTIMATE BACKUP UTILITY) BY POST 
ALL DISKS SUPPLIED WITH LABELS AND ARE 100% ERROR FREE 2 FOR 1 GUARANTEE +x FLOPPY DISK BACKUP M FE DIA DI R ECT 
_ Qesesumousrogs, || COMPUTER SUPPLIES LTD 
volbeenesroees |] cocueemimrmeurunr 1) rauway ent centre 
CAN BE STACKED SE BACKSUPVIATUALLY. pie rently 
HORIZONTALLY AND VERTICALLY ALLKNOWN DISKS ST4 7SH 


THIS UTILITY IS RECKONED 
TO BE THE BEST ON THE 
MARKET 


ony 34.95 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT 


2.95 P & P PER ORDER 
9.00 NEXT DAY 
(UK MAINLAND ONLY) 


Access a 
= 
REMEMBER !!! 


WE ONLY SELL HIGH QUALITY 
DISKETTES,OUR 3.5" DISKETTES 
ARE MADE BY K.A.O AND OUR 
5.25" DISKETTES ARE MADE BY 
ATHANA.WE DO NOT SELL SUB 
STANDARD DISKETTES FROM 
THE FAR EAST. 


HOW TO FIND US 


THIS MONTHS 
SPECIALS 


veve OFFER 1 xxv 
200 3.5" DSDD + 
2 100 CAP BOXES 
295 64.95 


RAINBOW DISKS 


(RED,GREEN, YELLOW,ORANGE,BLACK,WHITE COLORS AND QTYS OF YOUR CHOICE) 
3.5" DSDD DISKS 5.25" DSDD DISKS 


weve OFFER 2 vex 


NAKSHA MOUSE+ 
MAT AND POCKET 


3495 22.95 


(ALL DISKS 100% ERROR FREE AND ARE SUPPLIED WITH ENV/LABELS) 


GENERAL ACCESSORIES 


QUALITY MOUSE MAT.....2.50 ATARI DUST COVER..........3.95 
vxvx OFFER 3 ixxk MOUSE POCKETG............. 1.50 AMIGA DUST COVER.........3.95 
3.5" CLEANING KIT........... 1.95 2 PIECE PRINTER STAND..5.95 


CUMANA EXT.DRIVE 
PLUS 512K RAM EXP. 
WITH CLOCK 


5.25" CLEANING KIT......... 1.95 MONITOR STAND.............. 12.95 


9290 87.95 RIBBONS 
WE STOCK A 
veve OFFER 4 xxx EES anes FOR 
CUMANA EXT.DRIVE peels 
PLUS XCOPY PRO CITIZEN 
9490 89.95 fn 
PANASONIC 
yeve OFFER 5 xxxk STAR 


AND MANY MORE 


ACCESSORY PACK 
MOUSE MAT 
MOUSE POCKET 
DISK CLEANING KIT 
DUST COVER 


2 7.99 


SWITCHES AND CABLES 


POSSO BOX 


HOLDS 150 3.5" OR 70 5.25" DISKS 
CAN BE STACKED 


HORIZONTALLY AND VERTICALLY 


ONLY 15.95 
TRADE GOVERMENT LOCAL AUTHORITY AND EDUCATIONAL ORDERS WELCOME 


WE STOCK A LARGE RANGE 
OF DATA SWITCHES AND 
CABLES 
PHONE FOR A QUOTE 


KCS POWER PC BOARD 
THE PC EMULATOR FOR 
AMIGA 500 


DUE TO RECOVERY OF DEVELOPMENT COSTS 


Only £199.99 ex VAT (£234.99 inc VAT) 


COMPLETE 


Run professional MS-DOS software on your Amiga 500 at 
a price you can't resist 


SPEED - OUTSTANDING (faster than many 286 AT's (Amiga 
Format Oct/90) now even faster with new 
software upgrade ver 2.0 


COMPATIBILITY - EXCELLENT (All the software | tried ran 
perfectly - Computer Shopper Feb/91) 


CONVENIENCE - A DODDLE (For a plain plug 'n' go pc 
emulator with no installation hassle there is 
no competition - Computer Shopper Feb/91) 


MEMORY - AMIGA IMB RAM + 512K RAM disk, 
PC 704 KB + min 192 KB ems 


DISK SUPPORT - Floppy 3.5, 5.25, H-D A590, (other hard 
drive support to follow - software upgrade) 


VIDEO SUPPORT - MGA - Hercules - GGA 16 col (dynamic) 
(EGA - VGA soon) 


ALL UPGRADES ARE SOFTWARE BASE 


VALUE 
JUST SEE FOR YOURSELF 


INCLUDED WITH KCS BOARD WORTH 
MS-DOS 4.01, GW Basic, Shell £80.00 
inc manuals (not GW Basic) 

Phoenix DOS help £55.00 
1MB on board memory plus clock £64.00 
KCS PC Emulator £30.99 
TOTAL £229.99 


"So what's the point in having a 'wizzo processor if it's no faster" 
(Amiga Computing Jan/91) - and invalidates your guarantee 


Compatibility is excellent but no-one can guarantee every single program 
available, therefore if your purchase depends on a particular program, 
please ask us first or send in a copy of the program. (With suitable S.A.E. if 
to be returned). Price subject to change without notice. 


Bitcon Devices LTD. 
88 BEWICK ROAD, GATESHEAD, 
TYNE & WEAR, NE8 1RS ENGLAND 
TEL: (091) 4901919/4901975 

FAX: (091) 4901918 


We welcome UK & Export trade 
Trade enquiries welcome - UK & Export 
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Amiga DAATAscan Pro 


DAATAscan Professional is a 
complete image capture 
package. Our scanning software 


has been developed over a RON 27 
period of 2 years on 16-bit BY 
machines and is widely is 


recognised by the computer press. 


The Amiga version has the 
following features: 

= 105mm scanning width 

g Real-time scanning display 

® 100-400 dpi resolution 

= Scans line-art or photographs 
= Zoom & pixel perfect editing 
® Clipboard: Cut, copy & paste 
= Crop, rotate, flip & invert 

= Supports IFF file format 

= Full printer support 


Software screen shot, 


DAATAscan Settings 


The DAATAscan Professional is an 
excellent partner for DTP and 
PAINT package applications, — 
DELUXE PAINT etc. 


Package consists of: "105" hand ar ee 
scanner, interface, psu & software. 


DAATAmouse is a silky smooth 360 
dpi high resolution microswitched 
_ teplacement mouse almost twice 

as fast as the Amiga’s own mouse. 


Cs | Bee 


All prices include VAT & postage. Please make all cheques 


cerns payable to PML. Send your orders to the address below. 


— | (cron CARD HOTLINE 0234 855666 
PML, 44 Singer Way, Woburn Road Industrial Est, Kempston, 
Bedford MK42 7AF. Fax: 0234 841331 


roWrite from New Horizons 
pP is the big brother of the 

QuickWrite wordprocessor 
we reviewed last month, and is now 
widely available in its latest version 
3.1 release. 

One of the US’s older wordproces- 
sor families, ProWrite has never really 
caught on in this country, but with 
its £129 price tag there’s no reason 
why it shouldn’t be competing with 
the likes of Protext 5. 

In common with packages such as 
Excellence! 2.0, ProWrite is intuition- 
based and designed for mouse users. 
There’s no need, therefore, to use 
the keyboard for commands and 
much of your editing work, but a 
comprehensive array of keyboard 
shortcuts is available to diehard 
rodent-haters and those to whom 
speed is essential. 


Hype-wrap 

For the beginner in wordprocess- 
ing, ProWrite should be a dream. It is 
easy to use, friendly in operation and 
appears to be almost bug-free. | 
found | needed to consult the manu- 
al only once during the creation of a 
document which included multiple 
columns, imported graphics, a vari- 
ety of fonts and styles, and headers 
and footers. 

| was eventually forced to open 
the manual by the packaging’s claim 


“Prorite 3.1.1 - © 1990 New Horizons Software, Inc. 
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P45 -handed -out -as 

entertainment -value-of 
lead-ins -plummets@ off 
dz q headline” ~ one 


Some merely 
feelings of drowsiness. 
Other readers, however, 
were found slumped face 
down in 
breakfasts, 
came close to drowning 
an their own cereals.# 


found ‘myself nodding 
when I 


“y 


but police refused to 


comment. 
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with Prowrite 


that it was possible to ‘wrap text 
around pictures’. This to me means 
the same as auto-flow, the facility 
whereby text is automatically fitted 
around any graphic, no matter how 
irregular its shape, and would 
amount to a major plus for a pro- 
gram in ProWrite’s price bracket. 

Despite a very close inspection of 
the otherwise helpful manual, how- 
ever, | couldn’t discover how this was 
achieved, and can only conclude 
either that the claim is misleading or 
the manual is incomplete. 

The only way to avoid text print- 
ing on top of a graphic is to set the 
margin marker by dragging it to the 
edge of the picture, and this is hardly 
a text wrapping facility. 

Apart from this gripe, ProWrite 
does everything that’s claimed for it, 
and has many useful features which 
make up for the hassle of finding out 
about the non-existent text-wrap- 


Words with 
a smile 


ProWrite v3.1 has many more pros 


than cons, as Stevie Kennedy found out 


oes 
ijexare ies 


Aa capable of 
tricks, but auto-flowing 
text around graphics is 


resort to measures 
such as this, where I 
simply peg dey 


continue. 
It does the job, but it is 
crude, time-consuming, and can 


ProWrite's 
graphics 
handling 
has its 
limits 


ping. Some of these, such as clicking 
on the bar at the bottom of the 
screen to move to any page, have 
apparently been borrowed from 
MicroSoft Word, and most of the 
others are new to packages in this 
price range. 


Quark Xpress it ‘aint 


New Horizons quite rightly avoided 
the use of the term ‘DTP’ when they 
set out the blurb for ProWrite. 
However, programs with fewer DTP- 
like features have lost no time before 
waving this particular flag, and 
ProWrite would cope reasonbly well 
with small DTP tasks such as club 
newsletters. 

Support for multiple columns and 
imported graphics allows the user to 
put together rather interesting-look- 
ing documents, although if you want 
to import text into a document 
whose layout you have just set, you 
have to open it as another docu- 
ment, then cut and paste it in from 
there. It’s the program approach to 
colour printers, however, which gives 
it an edge in the page production 
stakes. 


True WYSIWYG 


Instead of trying to cope with full- 
colour graphics on screen, which at 
first glance would have been a big 
selling point, ProWrite concentrates 
on the use of the same eight colours 
which the average colour dot matrix 
printer, such as the LC10, uses when 
it tries to reproduce a screen image. 

In this way, ProWrite offers true 
WYSIWYG, because when you import 
a graphic for use in your document, 
it is converted into a dithered image 
made up of the eight colours, and 
should be a very accurate representa- 
tion of what you will see on paper. 
The spell checker suffers from the 
same problems as the one used on 
QuickWrite in that a whole docu- 
ment is checked from start to finish, 
one word at a time, and there is no 


option to first sort the words into 
alphabetical order. The process is 
therefore a good deal slower than 
that used by Protext. 

As if to make up for the substan- 
dard spell checker, ProWrite offers an 
excellent Thesaurus which claims to 
include over 300,000 cross-refer- 
ences and works at great speed. 

The word list could perhaps be a 
little longer (it failed to recognise 
‘computer’ or ‘software’), but when 
used on standard English words, it 
was a joy. When given the word 
‘communicate’, for example, it 
replied with a list of 99 associated 
verbs! 


More macros 


For advanced users, and those lucky 
enough to be using Workbench 2.0, 
ProWrite makes good use of the 
ARexx multi-tasking language. If you 
already have this and are familiar 
with its use (Workbench 2.0 incorpo- 
rates it), then ProWrite offers an 
extensive list of macro commands 
which should enable very sophisti- 
cated operations to be tied down to 
a couple of keystrokes. 

The beginner will find this option 
rather inaccessible, so it would have 
been thoughtful of New Horizons to 
include the simpler ‘recording mode’ 
macros for the benefit of mortals. In 
an office environment, however, any 
number of machines could be con- 
figured to run ARexx with a pre- 
defined set of the most useful 
macros as requested by the users. 


Conclusion 


ProWrite is a wordprocessor which 
deserves to succeed, and should pro- 
vide some much-needed competi- 
tion for Protext 5. 


ProWrite is a product of New 
Horizons Software, Austin, Texas 
Available: Now 
Supplier: Silica Systems 
Tel: (081) 309 1111 
Price: £129.95 
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If there was 
an award for 
educational software, 
it should go to School 

Software Ltd. said ST Format 


THE BEST IN EDUCATION 
5 HOW TO ORDER 
1. Post your order. 
2. Fax your order. 
3. Ring credit card number. 
4. Ring for advice. 
5. Ask your dealer to order. 


Pupils will lose 5% in GCSE for 
poor spelling says Education 
Secretary 


Say BYE to bad spelling with 
BETTER SPELLING 


Available from all retailers 
and distributors 


—------ 4 


BEWARE CHEAP IMITATORS 


Stay with the professionals 


* Improves Reading 

* Scientifically developed 
* Uses modern research 
* Superb Reviews 

* Market Leader 


* Teacher Tested 


* Variety of programs 


* Not another variation 
of hangman 


Prices: 

IBM 51/4 or 31/2, ST & STE, AMIGA...........0 £22.95 
CPC, PCW, CBM (disks), BBC ...........eessesoe £16.95 
FREE CATALOGUE 

ORDER DIRECT TO: 


School Software Ltd., Tait Business Centre, 
Dominic Street, Limerick, Ireland. 

Tel: (U.K.) 010 353-61-45399. 

Fax Orders: 010 353-61-44315. 

Credit Card Hotline (U.K.): 010 353-61-45399. 
Others Tel: 010 353-61-45399. 
Access/Mastercard/Eurocard/Barclaycard/Visa No 
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he Amiga has always been a 
machine to which users 
have added extra bits, and 


as far as quality peripherals are con- 
cerned, they have been fortunate in 
the available choice. Since the Amiga 
began to take off in a big way back 
in 1988, third party manufacturers 
have been lining up to launch every- 
thing from hard drives to digitizers, 
and U.S company I.C.D has often 
been at the head of the queue. 

The company will be familiar to 
most A2000 owners, who have been 
enjoying the company’s add-ons for 
that machine for some time. A500 
users, however, have had to content 
themselves with ICD’s 6Mb trap- 
door-mounted AdRAM board. 

Sales of this unit have suffered in 
the price war because, although of a 
high quality, it is a lot more expen- 
sive than the popular 1.5Mb boards. 

ICD now looks set to make a push 


Stevie Kennedy 
checks out the lat- 
est kit from state- 

side peripherals 
wizards, ICD, and 

discovers techie 
heaven 


into the A500 market with its three 
most recent launches - AdSpeed, 
AIDE, and Flicker Free Video — all of 
which are aimed at the serious and 
hobbyist user, and all of which are 
attempts to solve a particular prob- 
lem. The approach is unimaginative 
but purposeful, and promises to 
bring success, if only on technical 
merit. 
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Fast and 


Hardware 
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Storage 


Not as much of a problem as it 
might have been two years ago, the 
A500’s storage needs have been met 
by progressively bigger and cheaper 
hard drives as the market has 
expanded. The drives we've seen, 
such as the A590 and the GVP units 
have been getting faster, but most 
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fulsome 
flickers 


have remained eyesores sticking out 
the side of the Amiga and eating up 
valuable desk space. 

Owners of A2000s or A1500s 
have a much neater time of it 
because their larger machines can 
support hard drives internally on 
card slots, but the A500 has not had 
this option until recently. 

The advance of miniaturisation 
brought about by the boom in the 
portable computer market has now 
made it possible to fit hitherto large 
amounts of storage into a very small 
space, and one result is the AdIDE 
interface and 20Mb hard drive. 

The ICD unit is neat, small, and 
incredibly cute, but for the life of 
me | can’t figure out who would 
want one. It fits quite easily into 
the Amiga’s case. It will auto-boot 
with reasonable access time and 
can kick up a bit of dust when 
pressed, but the whole ensemble 
smacks of a very desirable tech- 
nical answer to a problem no 
Amiga 500 owner has yet 
asked. 
The ICD engineers have 
managed to bring a 20Mb 
hard drive with a respectable 
25ms access time to A500 
owners, in a space that is 
about one tenth the volume 
of the A590 - the drive will 
literally fit in a cigarette 
packet - but the ICD mar- 
keting people appear to 
have identified a market of very 
small proportions. 

For those in need of an Amiga 
500 hard drive setup that is more 
portable than other combinations, 
and those whose desk space is 
extremely scarce, the AdIDE and 
hard drive is a timely offering. At a 
retail of £387, however, AdIDE is 
considerably more expensive than 
the A590 which, while being a little 
slower and a lot uglier, is still a solid 
alternative, and one which offers 
RAM expansion possibilities. 


Speed 


Speed! The word is on everyone's 
lips these days, as if life itself depend- 
ed on adding MIPS to your micro. It 
has almost become perceived wis- 
dom that the standard Amiga — the 
one the shop assistant told you was 
extremely powerful — is past it as far 
as advanced applications go. 

First of all, it has to be said that 
the ‘perceived wisdom’ is arrant non- 
sense. The Amiga’s 68000 processor 
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is a perfectly good piece of silicon for 
the tasks to which the home user 
puts it. Where it’s speed limitations 
show up are in areas for which the 
Amiga was never designed, and in 
which it has always looked a bit 
pedestrian. 

AdSpeed, at £173 (including new 
rate of VAT), is the cheapest accelera- 
tor so far released, but is also the one 


Hardware 


with the lowest specification. It con- 
sists of a 68000 processor exactly like 
the Amiga’s processor except it is 
rated at 14.33MHz, twice the clock 
speed of the original and an on- 
board ‘memory cache’ which speeds 
up routine processor tasks. 

The chip’s clock speed is nothing 
new. Faster-than-normal 68000s 
have been available for a while, but 


Dodgy Displays 


The Amiga has one particularly 
annoying drawback that is con- 
stantly being thrown in the faces of 
its users when in hot dispute with 
Mac and ST aficionados. Quite sim- 
ply, the standard non-interlaced 
Workbench screen modes are insuf- 
ficient for high-end professional 
uses such as CAD and DTP. 

The Amiga user can partly deflect 
such criticism by reminding his or 
her Mac-loving chum that with 
interlace, the Amiga can double the 
number of horizontal lines in its dis- 
play, and achieve a very hi-res dis- 
play. 

Unfortunately, if the user has no 
flicker fixer, those irritating 
Macophiles usually have the last 
laugh when they realise how 
abysmally painful it can be to oper- 
ate an Amiga in flickering interlace. 
This is where the flicker fixer comes 
in. 

ICD’s is one of the few flicker fix- 
ers available, and the first which will 
fit inside an A500. To fit it, you must 
remove the Denise display chip, 
mount it on the flicker fixer board, 
then plug the board itself into the 
vacant slot in much the same way 
as the AdSpeed plugs into the 
68000 socket. 

It means that fitting Flicker Free 
Video will invalidate your warranty, 
but this is a far more inviting option 
than permanent eye damage, the 
inevitable result of using interlace 
for any length of time. On the plus 
side the board gives a rock-steady 
display, and once fitted should be 
transparent to the user. 


Cathode cardiac! 


It is at this point the user discovers 
the overheads invloved in Flicker 
Free Video or any other flicker fixer, 
and the shock can be quite chilling. 
A decent multisync monitor, with- 
out which the card is useless, can 
cost up to £600, and there’s no way 
of getting round the necessity of 
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buying one. 

Even if you manage to find one 
of the discounted models in our ads 
(and there are some to be found), 
the total cost of Flicker Free Video 
and monitor could quite easily top 
the half thousand mark. Power 


a 


Flicker Free Video gives a rock steady display, and 


they have been impractical for gen- 
eral use because speed is a more 
complex matter than bare rate of 
knots. 

The Amiga system is designed to 
run with a processor at 7.16MHz, 
and if another speed is used without 
technical fixes, timings will be out of 
order, memory accesses will be out 
of sync, and all communications 


Computing are offering a bundled 
package of card plus NEC monitor 
for £510, but even with this dis- 
count the user will still have to blow 
a large hole in his or her bank bal- 
ance. 

The semi-professional or corpo- 


once fittted should be transparent to the user 


between the fast CPU and the slower 
custom chips will be put at risk. 


Switching in style 
To rule out as many compatibility 
problems as possible, AdSpeed has a 
‘fallback’ mode, controllable through 
both hardware and software. A 
jumper setting on the board itself 


rate user should find the price tag a 
little more comfortable, but even 
then it raises the price of a DTP- 
capable Amiga system to levels at 
which it would struggle to compete 
against the low-end Macs and 
386sx PC's. 


| ie 


a. 
(aul 


fe "®& iver 
: Ee ' 


ae 


"Mh ) te : 


Why does it flicker? 


A standard Amiga screen mode is output to a monitor 
or TV whose horizontal scan frequency (i.e the num- 
ber of times the scanning beam traverses the screen in 
one second) is 15.75KHz, and 50Hz vertically. This 
gives the standard 256 pixels high PAL screen. 

When this no longer suffices, the screen must be 
‘interlaced’ so that one full screen of scan lines is pro- 
duced every cycle, and another is shown half a scan 
line further down on the next scan. This produces a 
high frequency flicker because the two are never on 


the screen at the same time. 

Flicker fixers work by taking the two signals and 
combining them into one steady display. As this is 
impossible at the original scan frequency, flicker fixers 
must produce their output a twice the frequency, or 
31.5Khz. 

Unfortunately, the standard Amiga monitor will not 
‘sync up’ to this frequency, so an expensive high-quali- 
ty multiscan monitor must be purchased to make use 
of the flicker fixer. 


determines which mode of operation 
(7MHz or 14MHz) the board will 
boot up in, and a small program 
which you can run in the back- 
ground from your startup-sequence 
allows the user to switch between 
the two without having to re-boot. 

This is more useful than many 
boards, whose fallback modes incur 
a re-boot as the CPU used is 
switched from (for example) a 68030 
to the 68000. As AdSpeed uses the 
same processor for both speed 
modes, it is easier to switch speeds, 
and as even at the faster speed it 
uses exactly the same instruction set 
as a standard 68000, software 
incompatibility is almost non-exis- 
tent. If you find any problem soft- 
ware let us know! 

The 32k on-board memory cache 
is what gives AdSpeed its bite. The 
technique of mounting a small 
amount of high speed RAM on the 
processor chip, and dedicating it to 
the most time-efficient tasks has 
been used in 68020 and 68030 chips 
before now, but this is the first time 
it has been used on a cheaper 
replacement 68000. 

Basically, 32k of RAM is set aside 
as a data/instruction cache to hold 
common code loops and machine 
code instructions so that they can be 
accessed by programs in the shortest 
possible time. At 14.33MHz, 
AdSpeed can just dump things into 
the cache memory instead of having 
to wait for memory accesses or other 
chips to catch up, and can then get 
on with something else. 


DIY go-faster 


For the new Amiga owner with a 
morbid fear of technical activities 
(let’s not be shy — that’s a high per- 
centage of us!), AdSpeed is unfortu- 
nately one of those products which 
invalidates the machine's warranty. 
To fit it, the case must be opened 
and the original 68000 chip levered 
out of its socket, an idea which some 
of you might not be too keen on, 
but one which you'll have to live 
with if you want to upgrade your 
Amiga. 

Installation is otherwise a simple 
matter, and the card behaves very 
well once it’s in situ. As a no-fuss no- 
frills accelerator, AdSpeed works very 
smoothly and we've so far failed to 
find a single piece of software which 
doesn’t like the 14MHz mode. 

If it was selling for £50 less than 
its present retail price, AdSpeed 
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AdSpeed uses exactly the same instruction set as a standard 


68,000, so software incompatibility is almost non-existent 


would be an unmissable buy for the 
speed-hungry hobbyist. As is stands, 
however, it falls short of Blue Chip 
status on value-for-money terms, but 
only just. 


Hard Error! 


Unfortunately, there are two hard 
drive set-ups which don’t entirely 
work with AdSpeed. 

When you use a GVP drive that 
has extra memory on-board, it 
makes DMA (Direct Memory Access) 
calls to its own memory without 
telling AdSpeed, thus rendering the 
cache contents out of date. The 
problem only occurs when you use 
both the drive and the extra RAM, 
and GVP has promised to rectify the 
problem with a ROM upgrade. 

Users of Xetec hard drives will also 
encounter problems because the 


auto-boot sequence on these drives 
does not work properly when used 
with an accelerated processor. Again, 
this problem will eventually disap- 
pear when Xetex upgrade their soft- 
ware, and the user can always 
auto-boot in 7MHz mode before 
switching to 14MHz. 

Overall, compatibility with hard- 
ware and software is as good as 
could be expected, though users of 
either of the above systems might 
want to think twice about processor 
accelerators. 


Conclusion 


ICD has attacked two very real 
problems in the shape of speed and 
display enhancement, and one 
rather ethereal concern with A500 
internal hard drive storage. Their 
solutions are of a quality and level of 


A quart into a pint pot 


You can now fit a wide range of 
peripherals into the A500’s casing, 
but there is only so much room in 
there, and a large proportion of 
the peripherals are competing for 
the same living space. 

The 68000 slot is currently the 
place to be in a 500, with acceler- 
ator cards vying with hard drive 
interfaces for the prime spot of 
real estate. The various bits of 
hardware, however, do not have 
to compete directly to cause a 
clash. 

We found, for example, that 


neither of the large accelerator 
boards examined in our April issue 
would fit into an A500 which con- 
tained an ICD AdRAM board 
because the board connected over 
the Gary chip got in the way. Such 
restrictions on space serve only to 
highlight the fact that cramming 
peripherals into a 500 is mainly a 
crisis measure for those who 
would like to upgrade to a 1500 
or 2000 but can’t afford to get 
the cash together, or those who 
love expensive and very clever 
toys. 


technical competence to raise them 
above the products of many other 
companies, and all work very well in 
their own right. 

As consumer products, which is 
how they must be judged, the 
AdSpeed is the most desirable, with 
the flicker fixer coming second by a 
few lengths and the internal hard 
drive struggling along at the back. | 
suspect the first two will succeed, 
especially AdSpeed, but | would be 
surprised if too many punters were 
to be found in the act of jumping 
summersaults over the hard drive. 


Product 
Information 


AdSpeed, AdFFV (Flicker Free 
Video), and the AdIDE with 
internal hard drive are all 
products of I.C.D Inc. 
Available: Now 
Supplier: Power Computing 
(0234) 843388 
Price: AdSpeed £173, 
AdFFV £285 or £510 with VGA 
monitor, AdIDE 
and 20Mb internal HD £3 


AdSpeed 
Ease of use 


Implementation 


Flicker Free Video 
Ease of use 


Cee 


Value for money 


Overall 


AdIDE and hard drive 
Ease of use 


Implementation 


Value for money 


Overall 
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Are you confused by CLI? 
Frustrated by files? At las} 


AMIGA ! 


Please send me a WorkStation disk for the | 


ee ee ee ee 
A special offer price of £3.50 (incl. VAT and p+p). 9958 


i | wish to pay by: __!Cheque/Eurocheque enclosed made payable to Europress Direct I 
| Access/Mastercard/Eurocard/Barclaycard/Visa/Connect | 
I Expiry date I 
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Order at any time of the day or night 
PHONE ORDERS: 051-357 1275. FAX: 051-357 2813 
Don't forget to give your name, address and credit card number 
Oe — | 


Got a faulty floppy? When vital disks 
get damaged, you'll now have the 
chance to try the seemingly impossible 
mission of recovering all your work. 
Workbench's geriatric DiskDoctor can be 
sent into retirement by this super utility! 


Baffled by backups? 
+ your problems are over. 


‘TION is here! 


It's no secret that the Amiga is the most powerful home computer of them all. 
What has remained a mystery for most newcomers is how to make the most of its 
immense potential. Now Amiga Computing has produced a floppy disk that is 
packed with everything you need to take the hassle out of harnessing the inbuilt 
power of your Amiga. 
Many months of research and testing have resulted in a simple-to-use, single disk 
replacement for Commodore's Workbench which we're calling The WorkStation. 
This indispensable collection of utilities, including some outstanding shareware 
never before assembled together on one disk, is 
now available for just £3.50. 
_ It's too good < : 
to miss! —a 
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PLUS: PLUS! PLUS! Yaa 
As well as all these superb WN iaeaceee 
features The Amiga Computing : 
WorkStation also includes a wide range of 
programs designed to make life with your Amiga a whole 
lot easier. There are simple solutions to everyday problems, 
such as mouse utilities which display screen co-ordinates and 
give your rodent a much needed speed boost. 

@ You can even define extra pulldown Workbench menus that cut out 
the familiar icon clutter and let you really get down to business. 

@ In addition to all of these valuable new features all traditional 
CLI commands have been retained - for the old hands among you! 


Order NOW and start exploring your Amiga righ 


DEAL DIRECT @ DEAL DIRECTS 


AT LAST! 


A PREMIER TRADE SUPPLIER COMES DIRECT TO YOU — THE PUBLIC! 


2 i | 
Large or small users — we have the prices for you! "Slimpak" 


.5" (10 capacity box) 
.5" (10 capacity box) see through "Vision 10 
42p each .5" (40 capacity box) lockable disk storage box.. 
.41p each. .5" (50 capacity box) lockable disk storage box.. 
.39p each. 5" (80 capacity box) lockable disk storage box 
.36p each. 5" (100 capacity box) lockable disk storage box... 
35p each ; * (120 capacity box) lockable disk storage box 


37p each "'POSSO' stackable box (holds 150) 
“360 each. "'BANX' lockable/stackable (holds 80) 


.33p each. g j All disk boxes are anti-static, Amiga beige, contain keys, 
.30p each. dividers and rubber feet (with the exception of 10's) 


All disks are PIN numbered and carry a 100% quality control/no quibble 
guarantee. Disk labels supplied 


QTyY1 QTY5 QTY10 
Star LC24-10 Mono 
Amstrad DMP 2000/3000 
Amstrad DMP 4000 


Printer Stands (80 col) 
Printer Stand with tray (80 bol, 132 cols pelt het al oo 


Tilt 'n' turn monitor stands for Mies Brother HR15/20/25/35. 


4 Player Adaptor ... “3 Brother M1009/1109 . 

Data Switches (2- Wi ys ” : Citizen 120D/LSP10 
Mouse/Joystick extension vee Epson MX/FX80/85/800 

A4 Desk Top Holder Epson FX100/105/1000 
Mousemats (boxed 8mm) red, blue, grey Epson LX80/86 
Mousemats 5mm packaged Panasonic KXP 1080/81/82 
Mousebrackets 

Amiga printer leads Star LC10 4 colour. 

3.5" cleaning kits .... Star LC24-200 Mono 


Amiga Dust Covers... PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR LARGE RANGE. 


Star LC10 Dust Covers 
Roll of 1000 3.5" labole TELEPHONE FOR PRICING ON OTHER RIBBONS NOT LISTED 


1000 Tractor feed labels 
Mouse/Joystick Switch — Manua 
Mouse/Joystick Switch — Auto 
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COMPRISES: NO NEED TO 
Star LC10 Mono A500 Screen Gems SHOP AROUND 
Star LC200 Colour Printer... 4 1/2 meg additional RAM upgrade RRP. £679 
1 1/2 meg upgrade (with clock) Star LC24 200 Colour Printer 3.5" external disk drive ee 
Features include: ON/Off memory switch, Listing Paper 10 3.5" D/S D/D 135 tpi 

auto-recharge battery backed clock. 11" x 9.5" S.P. Plain 70 GSM Micro Perf. diskettes 

Pack of 100 1 (40 cap) lockable storage box 
Pack of 250 .. A 1 mousemat 
Pack of 500 .. 4 1 mouse A saving of £214.00 
Pack of 1000 r 1 mouse bracket 
Pack of 2000 .... 1 joystick 

1 Amiga dustcover 

PLUS the usual 4 great software titles 


1/2 meg upgrade (without clock) 
1/2 meg upgrade (with clock) 


Screen Gems 
Basic Amiga including 
modulator & mouse 


3.5" External disk drive for Amiga, 
Slimline design colour co-ordinated 
F throughport connector. Double sided with own Techno Se 
Fully compatible replacement PSU. 1 year guarantee Twin stiee ane ae Hietiy Lad Ss 
i Amiga. Pack includes: Cables, Power Supply, 
Power Supply for Amiga 500 Speakers and easy fitting instructions. Also 
includes two sonically sensational games 
(Corporation and Jumping Jackson) plus 
playable demo of "Lemmings". 


Quickshot 128F Maverick Amiga mouse, two button fully 

Quickshot II Turbo ass compatible as replacement 

Quickshot III Turbo .... 

Competition Pro Colour ad Naksha Mouse inc 2 Year Warranty, CHEQUES AND P.O.'S PAYABLE TO OMC LTD 
Quickjoy Superboard.... i Mouse Mat and AND SEND TO ADDRESS BELOW 
Quickjoy Jetfighter . A Mouse Bracket CREDIT CARDS SIMPLY TELEPHONE YOUR 
Quickjoy Topstar .. e ORDER ON 

Cheetah 125+ wed Geniscan GS4000 FAX FOR OUR IMMEDIATE 
Quickshot 127 Infra Red Remote Scanner ATTENTION 
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THE ORIGINAL MEDIA COMPANY LTD 
<x DEPT AC, MEDIA HOUSE, UNIT 14, ASHBY ROAD, 
COALVILLE, LEICS LEG 2LA 
TEL: 0530 813591 (8 lines) FAX: 0530 813595 Mobile No: 0860 922 436 


Trade a/cs welcome. All prices include VAT. Corporate, education orders welcome. Personal callers welcome. POSTAGE: £3.50 CARRIAGE: £8.50 


BDEAL DIRECT @ DEAL DIRECTS 
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The Amiga chips were designed in 
the mid-80s. What does the 
future hold? 


: There are constant changes. As a 


matter of fact there is a new 
chip set for the Amiga we’ve 
been working on now, | guess, 
for almost two years that should 
be ready this fall. 

And what will that provide? A bet- 
ter platform for the graphics? 


: More icing on the cake. More 


colours, more chip RAM and 
that sort of thing... You have to 
stay with the state of the art. 

So that’s the direction you’re tak- 
ing. You're trying to position the 
Amiga for when multimedia really 
takes off? 


: Amiga covers the full range. 


We'll give the consumer multi- 
media in the CDTV and the pro- 
fessionals or the offices - most 
offices and schools and every- 
body else - are going more and 
more towards interactive, true 
multimedia platform. 

How is it selling in the business 
area at the moment? Have you 
made many sales? 


: Very much so! It’s penetrated 


the market (which) so far is 
rather small, but you take North 
America where we’re not a 
major factor like we are in 
Germany. But if you take certain 
small markets... NASA uses 
Amiga. The Berkley Linear 
Accelerator, advertising agen- 
cies, TV studios, graphic artists... 
they’re all using Amigas. 

And the video toaster... 


: The video toaster enhances that 


once again. 
So it’s going for the leading edge 
market? 


: People who, instead of paying 


$100,000 to do something, can 
pay $5000 or $6000 and get the 
same performance. 

Which they thought was impossi- 
ble to do. 


: Exactly! 


Do you foresee licencing the tech- 
nology? Will there be Amiga 
clones? 


: | don’t think we are interested in 


licencing the technology for 
computers. We might be inter- 
ested in licencing the CDTV plat- 
form. 

But not the Amiga itself? Third 
party or something? 


: | don’t think so. | never like to 


use the word never... 
Presumably that’s because you 
want to keep the Amiga in-house. 


technology outside of the Amiga 
that you can do this with at a 


You want to be able to what they'll do for 


you. Otherwise 


IG: 


develop it the gon ne PE 


way you cou they’re just a door consumer price. 
want to devel- os: e tb stop. And that Q Off the shelf, and you don’t need 
op it. But, We wer means the appli- extra hardware... 
wouldn’t it be cations and the IG: And that box - we're not telling 
nice to have ‘ software. So anybody, but it’s a full computer 


somebody else 1 


you have to 


in there. There are many periph- 


support the same fe marry the two erals that will be coming for that 
platform? Make it a 00 together. To machine that will astound you. 
more “serious” do a certain type Q: How do you see the CDTV devel- 
machine? of software you have to have a oping? What's its next stage? 


Yes, but it all depends 

who your partner is! It is becom- 
ing a serious machine. 
Computers are only sold for 


platform of that power and the 
capability. That’s what makes 
CDTV what it is because there is 
no other platform, no other 


: (Shrugs his shoulders implying 


“anywhere”) Well, first of all the 
next stage will be full motion 
video. 
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What does Commodore 
have up its sleeve for 
the future? How will 
it meet the chal- 
lenge of Europe in 
1992? What hopes 
does it have 
pinned on the 
new CDTV? 
Donald Maple 
went straight to the 
top and asked Irving 
Gould, Chairman of 
Commodore International 


IG: 


IG: 


When would you anticipate that? 


: Let me make this statement. 


They're still trying to decide on 
the standard. 


either be the 
first or one of 
the first. 

It’s not even on paper yet, is it? 


: It’s getting close. But close 


doesn’t count. Only in horse- 
shoes and hand grenades... 
(Laughter) 

What kind of market do you see 
for CDTV? Who will buy that? 


: The consumer! 


Average consumer? Domestic? 


: Wouldn’t it be fun, instead of 


having jerky motion, to have full 
motion. If you get the proper 
compression techniques you can 
do actual movies. 

Would that be at an accessible 
price? 


: It has to be! Otherwise you’re 


not gonna get the volumes. And 
you know we're in an industry... 
unfortunately prices never go 
up, they only go down. So you 
wanna talk CDTV today and look 
two years out, you’re not gonna 
see it as high as it is today. 
That’s the nature of our busi- 
ness. 


: About networking. You an- 


nounced a special division last 
year... 

You need specialists. That’s a 
highly specialised area. It’s been 
implemented to a much greater 
degree today. We do have a net- 
working specialist division that 
we've set up in Denmark that 
handles our R&D. 


: About IBM. When Commodore 


decided to make PC compatibles 
it really bugged me... 

Whether we like it or not, or 
whether it’s the best or worst 
machine in the world, you can 
decide yourself, | have my own 
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invented 9 


opinion... But, you can’t fight 
City Hall... Most businesses 
throughout the world today 

have accepted MS-dos 


Whenever they Gould on the CDTV: with all its 
set the stan- dreariness 
dards we'll be and every- 
ve, Off lam oo Bes 
re you going 
es about CDTV as q <3 
develop your . P one to admit. 
own? consumer item it If Commodore 
: No, they’re 7 ‘ had been on 
talking the (aaa still the greatest the ball the 
JPEG — stan- . MS-dos 
dards. And as educational tool wouldn't be. It 
soon as JPEG D would -have 
is resolved | that's ever been been the PET 
can tell you standard. We . 
that we will were the first... 


We goofed... 

Q: Last year, after 
hearing how important Europe is 
for Commodore, | asked facetious- 
ly: When are you moving to 
Europe? I’m asking it seriously 
now. Don’t you think it would be 
wise to have some sort of R&D 
base here in Europe as well as in 
the States to reflect the actual 
number of users that you have 
here? 


IG: Well, we have always had some 


R&D development in 
Braunschweig (Germany) and 
we will continue to do it. 


Q: Even though | live in Europe I’m 


actually a Canadian... 


IG: So am I! 

Q: Are you really? 

IG: Of course! Canadian passport. 

Q_ Oh! A Cannuck! 

IG: “Oui”! 

Q: In terms of 1992 it would be very 


IG: 


IG: 


advantageous to have some sort 
of official R&D project here... 

We do! We've constantly had a 
group of engineers in 
Braunschweig married with our 
American (engineers) and we 
give them certain tasks. We 
intend to keep that. 


: Especially in terms of 1992. You 


must be aware of that? 

We are! That's why we're build- 
ing the new facility. 

That’s certainly good news since 
then you'll be considered a local 
company? 


: Commodore has always in 


Germany been considered a 
local company. 


: All Amigas sold in Europe are 


actually made in Braunschweig. A 
lot of people don’t know that! 


We haven't used everything said by Gould in 
the interview, because we wanted to concen- 
trate on what we believe our readers will find the most interesting 
parts. However, we simply couldn’t resist using the following 


Gould quotations: 


“.CDTV is television that you control, not television that controls 


” 


“all you need to use CDTV is its hand-held remote control”. 


“The Amiga for the first time allows (multimedia) at a reasonable 
price and that’s the exciting part. CD-ROM prior to this time was 


primarily a data base.” 


“It's always been my goal to develop a product that is powerful 
and exciting but accessible to people like me who find it difficult 
to use a computer. CDTV is the answer.” 


IG: 


Q: 


When you use the word “make” 
you have to use it loosely. 

What sort of company do you see 
Commodore being in five years 
time? 


: At my age? | don’t know! 


(Hilarious laughter all around) 
You tell me! | think we are on to 
a great thing. Even the CDTYV, | 
always said that if | gamble | 
always like to have one card 
bent (more laughter). What | 
mean by that is | like a bit of an 
edge. 

If for any reason - and | don’t 
think | am — but if | am wrong 
about CDTV as a consumer item 
it is still the greatest educational 
tool that’s ever been invented. 
That I’m sure of. It is the great- 
est governmental tool and cor- 
porate tool. Someone asked 
what you can do with a repair 
manual. You can have the pic- 
tures. It’s a real “how to”. 

It is also the greatest “point of 
sale” piece of equipment ever 
invented. Experiments have 

been going. on right now in 
Toronto, with Canadian Tyre. 

They couldn't wait for the 

CDTV so they've been using 

the Amiga knowing that 

CDTV is coming. But you 
put a touch screen on this 
and you do anything you 
want. 

Q: That's amazing consider- 

ing the type of people who 
go to a store like 

Canadian Tyre. They are 

not technically minded 

at all. 

IG:They have it in the 
sporting goods 
department. It'll 
demonstrate the 

equipment, it will show it... It’s a 

salesman! It's got the sounds, it’s 

got the pictures... 

A major US corporation that’s 
also in the retail - they brought 
their chairman over to look at it. 
They wanted very badly to sell 
at the retail level but they want- 
ed it internally for what it could 
do for them. So, you’re just see- 
ing the beginning of something 
here. 

And we're gonna have com- 
petitors. We're not in this world 
all by ourselves. 

But you have to be at the 
leading edge and that’s where 
Commodore is gonna get back. 
It’s not being a follower it’s 
being a leader! 


GUIDING LIGHT PRESENT: 


(NEERING 


THE ONLY THING WORSE 
THAN GOING TO HELL WHEN YOU’RE DEAD 
IS GOING THERE WHEN YOU’RE STILL ALIVE! 


0898 442 777 


Infernal Puzzles, Fiendish Riddles, Styglan Toads, Demonic Closets, Hot-Air Baloonists 
and a Diabolical Elvis Impersonator. All this and more when you enter the Inferno! 


ESCAPE FROM HELL OR ROT FOR ETERNITY - THE CHOICE IS YOURS! 


£100 


YOU THINK 15 HOURS OF TONY BLACKBURN JOKES IS HELL? 
WAIT UNTIL YOU VISIT:- INFERNO 


Full details of the competition rules, forthcoming games and all our 
other services can be obtained by dialling the above number. 


PROP: J.Wright, PO Box 54, S W Manchester, M15 4LS 


CALLS CHARGED AT 33p Min “Cheap” Rate and 44p Min at all othertimes. 


REPAIRS 


Just £44.95 inc 


* Commodore registered repair centre 

* Over 10 years experience with Commodore com- 
puters 

* 20 qualified technician engineers at your disposal 

* We will undertake to repair your Amiga 500 
computer for just £44.95 including parts, labour, 
VAT and post & packing 
Most computers will be repaired within 24 hours 
of booking in 
Prices include full service check, overhaul, soak- 
test and replacement of power supply unit if 
necessary 
Repairs to keyboard and disc drive also includ- 
ed. (£25 extra if these units are unrepairable and 
require complete replacements) 
All repairs covered by a 90 day warranty 


Switchable 0983 79496 Open 10am-7pm = 
voice/fax line Monday to Saturday = 
ACCOUNTS PageSetter 2 .....-cccsesnctene 
Arena Int. Accounts.........122.67  PageStream 2.1... 
Cashbook Combination.......51.23 a lbs sid The Works Platinum..........81.78  CrossDO6........ 
EasyLedgers Accounts.....153.46 ro Page Directory Manager .. 
Home Accounts. 24.44 — Structured Clip Ar MOLTEN 401.99 Disk Master 1.4... 
Personal Finance Mgr igaVision (CBM)... Doctor Ami. 
Service Industry Acc DUST COVERS 10 Lin Sit Hyperbook (Gold Disk).....59.22  p9g 9 9g 
SBA Xtra ; Amiga 500 Clear.............. PROGRAMMING Enhancer 1.3... 
System 3 Integrated... EDUCATION AMOS Basic.......... 37.60 ne Route Planner... 

Distant SUNS ...........sss0s000 D1. Benchmark Modula 2.......133.01 lavis Beacon Typing 

BOOKS 34 Lines Stocked, Fun School 3 (each) Devpac 2 Assembler........40.89 Quarterback Tools 
Assembly Lan ia 9 sees Mega Maths A Level, GFA Basic Interp................40.89 Weather Watcher..... 
Ami Osh 0 ~ ta95 Micro English (GCSE GFA Basic Compiler...........25.38 Your Family Tree 2.. 
9 cst Micro French (GCSE Hisoft Bas. Compiler...........51.23  X Copy Professional 


Office By Gold Disk...........101.99 — BBC Emulator... 
Starter Kit........... 51.23 Byte 'N Back....... 


Amiga C Beginners.............18.45 

Amiga For Beginners..........12.95 Wy Patz (GCSE) real i 1 arama Iss af NEC 

AmigaDOS Inside & Out.....18.45 the ey roadcast Titler 2MB........184.01 
Desktop Video Guide... 18.45 Primary Maths......... Resource Disassembler......66.27 Digi View Gold 4 101.99 
Disk Drives In/Out 27.95 EDITORS RIBBONS Hitachi Camera/Lens 

Hardware Ref Manual.........21.95  CygnusEd Pro 2 ......s..:0.61.10 CBM MPS1230 (6)..............4.23  Minigen Genlock..... 

Kids And The Amiga. 14.95 GRAPHICS CBM MPS1500 Cir. (3).......12.22 Scala Presentations. 

Libs & Devs; ROM Mnl......29.95 Animation Studi CBM MPS1500 (6).............5.17 Vidi Amiga Solution..........122 ‘67 
Mapping the Amiga...........22.95  Anmation Studio ... Citizen 120D (6) ..cscocsoranin 8.29 


C Light Ray Tracing 
System Progms Guide........32.95 Comic Setter 


CABLES 100 Lines Stocked Deluxe Paint 3 
023S-D15P NEC MS 3D...14.10 Deluxe Print 2 


WORDPROCESSORS 

SOUND Excellence 2....... 89.77 
AMAS Stereo Sampler........76.85  KidsType. 
Audiomaster 3 S/W.............54.99  Kindwords 2... 


025P-D25P 9W 2M Mod...11.28 — Deluxe Photolab... Deluxe Music. ues55.93 — MICTO TEXt .........ccsesecee 
D25P-D25P 25W 2M Ext....13.16 Deluxe Video 3... MasterSOund........ccccessose--.33.84  PenPal we 
025P-C36P 2M Printer.........6.58 — Digi Paint 3. . MIDI Plug fecano censeaneeee2D.38 — POtEXtS ..ecscssees 
DINSP-DINSP MIDI..............5.17  FantaVision............. Music X 1112.33 ProWrite 3+ 

Null Modem Cable 12.22 Imagine 3D Modellin Music X Wha v6.27 QuickWrite .... 

Gender Changers 7.99  Pixmate..... oe . . Scribble Platin 

Fast File Transfer................35.72 Real 3D R TransWrite 


Socket D23S & Hood...........5.17 Scene Generator........ at Wordperfect 
Switchbox D25S x2........25.38 poueted ) eee 4 Tiger Cub... «61.10 §PECIALS (phone contton 
COMMUNICATIONS Id€0 Titler................00s:00004 5 SH _ Battlechess 
PREADSHEET: 
~71.44 HARDWARE Advantage....... souunuT6,85 Deluxe Paint 3.. 

k tae eee 1.25.38 13 Kies ROM. 30.55 DG CAC ecoeeeeeeeeeess,,30.55 Popul 4 Eton ‘Lal 

5° Ext 500 Drive... SUPETPIAN...r.rrsseseneen 51.23 Sim City & Terrain “ 
COMPUTER AIDED DesicN 3.5" Int 2000 Drive ............61.10 ate Their Finest HOUF.........0:00 
Design 30 59.22 512k A500 RAM/Clock.......30.55 UTILITIES 
Professional Draw 2. 101.99 590 20MB Hard Drive....286.23  Amikit For Beginners........90.55 PLEASE SEND $.A.E. FOR 
ProBoardiNet PCB... 13959 A590 With 2MB RAM......357.67  ARexx. 33.84 INFO, SECOND HAND LIST 
X Cad Designer..........81.78 Amiga 1500 Mon & S/W..950.34 _B.AD. Optimiser 93.84 OR CATALOGUE 


Amiga 1500 & SW...........694.66 
DATABASE abiconaiay Amiga 1500........ . 

Bible Reader.....................46.06 — Amiga 3000 16/4 
INFOFIIE .nennennenn- 46.06 Citizen Swift 24 
Mailshot Plus ..................39.01 Citizen Swift 9.... 
Microfiche Filer .................54.99 Citizen 124D 24 Pin... 
Prodata.......... 96.40 Citizen Swift 24x. 
Superbase Personal 2 ......51.23 Fatter Agnus......... 
Superbase Personal...........35.72  Naksha Mouse..... 
Superbase Pro 3. 16 Podscat Gfx Tablet ... 
Superbase Pro 4... RAM Chip 256K CMOS... 
DESKTOP PUBLISHING Sharp Colour Scanner... 
Clip Art PO (7 Disks)..........15.51 PACKAGES 

Gold Disk Type (each)........33.84 — Appetizer............. 
Outline Fonts. ssc 101.99 Graphics Starter Kit. 


Richard & Angela Howe: Applied Research Kernel 
Corve Farmhouse, Corve Lane, 
Chale Green, Nr Ventnor, PO38 2LA, U.K. 


POST & PACKING (on items seighing less than 2KG): 
U.K. £0, Special Delivery £2.99, Securicor £7.82. 
EUROPE £5 ist item + a for each additional item. 
WORLD £12 ‘st item + £9 for each additional item. 
CHEQUES London Sterling to A.R.K. please. 
DESPATCH From stock 24 hrs, from supplier 48 hrs. 
EXPORT & BFPO Remove UK VAT (£/1.15) (NOT BOOKS). 
V.A.T. Prices include V.A.T. Books are zero rated. 

ICES Are necessarily subject to change. 
MEMORY Assume 1MB RAM required unless stated. 


Visitors are always welcome by appointment 


Upgrade your Amiga from 512k to 
IMb of memory for just £25 


SPECIAL EXCLUSIVE OFFER: 
If you submit your computer to ourselves for repair, 
_ enclosing this advert along with just an additional £25, 
we will supply and fit a512k memory expangsjon 
at no extra cost 


* How to take advantage of this exceptional offer: Simply send or hand 
deliver your machine to the workshop address detailed below, enclosing 
payment and this advert and we will do the rest. (If possible please 
include a daytime telephone number and fault description). 

* If you require 24 hour courier to your door, please add £5 or else 
your computer will be sent back by contract parcel post. 


(WTS reserve the right to refuse machines that in our opinion are beyond reasonable repair). 


WTS Electronics Ltd, Studio Master House, Chaul End Lane, Luton, Beds. LU4 8EZ 
anc Tel: (0582) 491949 (4 lines) | 


he heart and soul of the 
i WorkStation has to be SID 
and the host of utilities it 


allows you to access. The SID within 
the WorkStation is a much more 
powerful beast than the standard 
empty shell supplied by PD libraries. 

Our completely configured ver- 
sion not only handles disk manage- 
ment but goes on to do much, 
much, more. 

This is done by instructing SID to 
access all manner of external utilities 
which in turn perform miraculous 
tasks that the original Workbench 
disk can only dream about. 

Perhaps one of the most common 
requirements for most users is not 
the transferring of files from disk to 
disk, but rather to simply examine 
what's on them. This is sometimes 
not as easy as it sounds, but with the 
aid of SID you can examine the con- 
tents of a disk and either edit, read, 
run, view, or hear the contents as 
required. 

Often the file names on a disk 
give absolutely no indication as to 
what they may be. To find out what 
you're dealing with click the left 
mouse button with the pointer at the 
very bottom of the screen. This 
opens up a whole range of previous- 
ly hidden options which make prob- 
ing the hidden depths of your disks 
simple. 

As you can see there’s a complete 


WorkStation 


The WorkStation is an easy-to-use 
replacement for Workbench. In the 
first of several support articles, 
Paul Austin explains how to start 
making use of an invaluable friend 


set of options for each device. Size is 
the first option and the one most 
often used, being the format in 
which SID initially appears. Size for 
obvious reasons is the most conve- 
nient display when transferring files 
from disk to disk. 

Next in the line comes the Date 
option which details when the 


file was added to the disk. 
Combining the Date and Time 
options can be great for keeping 
track of old and new versions of the 
same files on various disks. It’s worth 
remembering that some commercial 
software can have very strange 
effects on the Amiga’s perception of 


Menus just waiting for the 


time, so check the internal clock is 
correct before saving files which may 
depend on the TIME option for 
recognition. Use the TIME icon in 
SID‘s control panel to check. 

After Time and Date comes BITS. 
At first glance this option appears to 
be a dull collection of jumbled let- 

ters. In fact it’s one of the most 

useful 

aspects of 

SID’s hid- 

den _tal- 

ents. By 

using the 

BITS option 

you can set the flags for 

any file or directory you wish. 

In simple terms this means you can 

decide whether a file is readable, 

writable, hidden, protected and so 
on. 

To alter the flag parameters of a 
file simply highlight it and click on 
the protect icon in the control panel. 


right mouse 


AS well as the hidden extras at the bottom of the screen 
there’s a whole selection of pull downs just waiting for 
the right click on your furless friend. Move the pointer 
to the top of the screen and click on the RMB. This 
highlights a selection of pull downs. Most of the options 
are obvious, giving various alternatives for SID’s infor- 
mation display. 

Along with the various format alternatives there’s the 
system menu which gives access to other utilities and 
areas within the Workstation, CLI, preferences and so 
on. Perhaps the most useful option in the various menus 
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is FIT. This calculates if the files highlighted will actually 
fit into the available space on the destination disk — 
great for reducing wasted time and Valium dependency. 

Well |’m afraid that’s about all that space will allow 
for this month, but SID will be further explored in future 
support columns so watch this space. When you've fin- 
ished delving into the innermost secrets of your disks 
click on the SHRINK icon on the top right and SID will 
do exactly that. When you're ready click on expand and 
he'll leap back to life. Wonderful! 

Until next month, bye for now... 


This brings up a requester displaying 
the flag options used with that file. 
For example, by altering the flags 
you could hide a file or directory 
from prying eyes, or perhaps protect 
it from accidental deletion. There's a 
whole range of options which can be 
applied to files and the BITS option 
gives a full description of each file 
and directory's current state. 

The NOTE option is another aid to 
organising your files. It allows you to 
read comments which have been 
appended to either-a file or directory. 
This is handy if you use files with 
only numerical differences — Pic.1, 
Pic.2 for example. When you first 
add files using this format it’s easy to 
remember which is which, but come 
back a day later and you won't have 
a clue. At this point the only option 
is to view file by file until you find 
the one you're after, yawn... 

This is where SID’s COMMENT 
and NOTE facilities come into their 
own. Whenever you need to add a 
few essential words click on the file 
followed by SID’s COMMENT icon 
and type away. 

This has no effect on the file, or 
on the way in which it’s treated by 
other programs, but it does make it 
instantly recognisable when viewed 
using the note option. 

Last in the list comes the DESC 
option. This is perhaps the most use- 
ful of all the available display for- 
mats. It gives a description of each 
file in the current directory list - 
whether it’s an IFF graphic, Binary 
file, executable file, an ASCII file and 
so on. 

This is great for searching through 
faceless disks for the samples and 
pictures you know are in there some- 
where. Of course I’m not trying to 
suggest you good people would 
poke around pinching other peoples 
juicy bits. Of course you wouldn't. 

@ If you haven't already got a 
copy of WorkStation, see Page 70 
for special offer. 
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M115 Music Utilities — By Scoopex 
M145 Midi Programs — All sorts 


U01 Powerpacker 2.3b — Renowned cruncher D03 Deadly Pursuits — Extremely good P03 Real 3D - Interesting demo M165 Med v3.0 — Updated version 
U05 Daves Demo Creator — 3 plus utilities D04/05 Kefrens Megademo — One of the best P05 Daz Dicishow — Excellent stuff M172Audiomagic — Tons of utilities 
07 D-Copy — Commercial quality utility D09 Rebels Candyland — Good P06 Forgotten Realms — My favourite M175Startracker — 8 track tracker 
‘f 2 y ‘ ‘ Sei aa 7 a Ks 
U09 Speedbench — Fast loading W/B D26 Hacking Pack — Juggling unicycle z 9 punclie’ i= eA? noes here M180Securiate — 9 tracks 
ty < Ss > > 
U10 Jazzbench — Enhanced W/B D51 Slipstream — One of the best ever By i aN : ee 4 RS 
U13 Dope Intro Maker — Very good D59_ Scoopex Cromium — Phenomenal graphics Pp 1 | = 1 Bone aa 
: : - § SA a _ shanre 21 Joe's I- ot 1. 
U16 Demolishers Mega Utils — Over 200 D126 Colour Cycling — Fantastic effect P23 Adams Family — All American family EDUCAT ION & GAMES 
U17_ Razor Tool Disk — 33 utils Di 40 Budbrain Il — Superb P25 Roger Dean — Absolutely superb G01/02/03/04/05 Ed Pack — Includes German tutor 
U19 Warriors Cruncher Disk — Lots of them D153 Optical Arts — Nice disk P28 Sunslide III — and more G00/07 Learn & Play — For younger kids 
U20 Master Virus Killer V2.1 (Kills 124. the best) D157 Computer World 17 — Vector drummer P32 Agatron6— T.R. stills G11/12 Game Solutions — To over 124 games 
U27/28/29/30/31 Clipart — Good stuff Dios Gelneibemos "Quite align P35 Agatron 8— and'more Ge The jae per : ith ct = —_ 
EEA Ree CVA ao Se ALE ee es ¥ G16 qe Jar — Good but difficult 
; 2 apse P40) Max's Art— Very nice x : 
U32 C-Light - Ex commercial ray tracer ANIMATI P4 mei > G17 Yelp— Very g 
U35 Darkstar 2— 47 utilities I ONS P41 Nemesis— Done with comic setter cig Retina to Fath S tcis rcial quality 
arkstar 2 - ; arth — rik E 
2 AO1 Juggler— One of the best P48 Psygnosis Slides — Breathtaking a ae — | - 
U36 Darkstar 3— 62 more utilities Nery a . . ‘ Tennis — 1 meg sorry 
¥ bs AQ4 Walker 1 — AT AT plus A100 P54 Sunconnection — The original G31/32 Star Trek — TR's 2 > Brill 
U37 Darkstar 4— Another 52 _ a P56 Nagel Pics — Plus utilities 331/32 Star Trek ~ T.R.'s game. Bri 
U39 Chet Solace— 1.5 MB of Utilities A05 Walker 2— AT AT plus Chopper ee Ng eles e G38 Frantic Freddie — Arcade Action 
U2 S ee 1 ne. CLL. Dead . A09 Shark — Very good Eee pans) ee More Vallejo G39 Flashbier — Brilliant arcade job 
2 Sic »— CLI. Dead easy . 6) otal Recall — Gooc 
? A10 Batman — Brilliant : RI 
U66 Ultimate Icons — Plus utilities All P InS >= Need I hit P65 Agatron 12—- Incredible BUSINESS & SE OUS 
i : uggs In Space — Need I say anything 4 : : : B02 Wordwright — Wordprocessor 
U67 Warriors Anti Virus — Extremely good Ki? Probe = ‘The most fimous P66 Flaxion Future Visions ~ Brilliant B03 Q.Base — Database & Spreadsheet 
: é 2 g 7 Ae = Begeeraelaeael 2-Bi Datahi z 
U9 Alpha Flight Demo Creator — Good A1l6 Fantanims — Demo of commercial pack P67 Agatron 11 — Extremely good BOO U-Edit — Excellent wordprocessor 
U70 Darkstar 5— Yet more AIS Startrek Anims — Half meg MUSIC BOT Flexibase — Powerful yet easy 
U71 Spacewriter— De bugged ghostwriter A19 Fleet Manoeuvres — Brilliant M09 Flash Music — Along a disco vein B10 Inventory & Memopad — Good 
U75. Intromaker — Two progs — Easy to use A420 Dry Dock — Again excellent M10 Jean Michel Jarre — Nice B16 Quick Base — Dead easy mail manager 
U77 Cartoon brushers — For D/Paint A23/24/25/26/27 Steves Anims — Cute and weird M14 Brunos Music II — Very nice disk AMOS 
ee 1 : Rn ' a D2 ¥ = as : : 
U85_ FSA utilities — Another good disk A31 Space Ace — Game demo, good M16 Audio X — By Crusaders. Brill APD21 Word Square Solver — Solve puzzles 
U90 Genealogy — Very good A34 Ind ionescs F Reordlienene M18 Amicadeus — Superb by Mr. Baxter APD52 Forms Really Unlimited — Utility 
ee | ° ‘| . oe indiana JONES = KAMOUS SWOr/SCENE M19 Classix 1 — Toccata & Fugue in D Minor APDO2 Arcadia — Brilliant breakout game 
tiie: - . se Peps ‘ 2 . 
U91 ST Emulator= Plus other utilities A40 Clothes Peg— O.K. M20 Classix 2— Canon & Gigue APDO3 Hackmagic Demo Creator — V. Good 
U93 Spectrapaint — Good P.D. paint prog A43 Agatron 2— F15— Good M27 Crusader Bacterium — Exceptional APD83 Amos Paint — Nice pack best 1MB 
U97 North C V1.3 — Latest version A49 Fractal Flight — Excellent 25 > IQ . APD135 Simon Says and Space Maths 
§ M35 APDL 28 — Midi utilities y I 
U121 Spectrum Emulator — and more A58 Walking Legs — Breathtaking M42/43 Soundtracker V4.0 (Two disks) = 
U122 Deskbench — Desk environment W.B. AOl Agatron 15—- My favourite M50. Timecircle — Very high quality I Bag 1 to 49 
U123 Deskbench Factory — Different bases A63 Juggler II — Extremely funny M51 Soundtracker — Several versions F. Fish 1 to 470 
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<* SCANNER ™, 
DISK MAGAZINE 


A MUST FOR THE DISCERNING AMIGA PD USER! 
GAMES ....... Train Set - Nightworks - Welltrix - 15 Puzzle Game 
UTS ......... Diskmaster 3 (Superb Disk Utility) 

D-Copy (As Good As X-Copy) 

Both with full Docs 
DEMOS ......Crusaders A90 - Cave Slow Vector 
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EXPRESS 


0800 252 623 
Or (051-924 0200) 
(24 HOURS) 


Or Post Free : 


UNBEATABLE PRICES, 
FREEPOST, LIVERPOOL, L23 0XH 


THEN WHY NOT TRY 


LETS COMPUTES 


WHAT BO YOU THINK OF 


DON'T SAY YOU'VE BEEN ABLE 
YouR NEW AMIGA ? 


To WRITE YouR OWN GAME 7/ 


GREAT, BUT 

| DON’T KNOW 

HOW To USE 7 
IT PROPERLY, 
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M22 WE WANT SOME PUSSY RAP 
M23 POPEYE MEETS THE BEACH 
GM1 HOLY GRAIL ADVENTURE* 
Sorry! Lightcycles, Slot, 


GM11 PSEUDO COP 
GM13 WELLTRIX 


GM14 DRIP 


WHY NOT SEND FOR A LIST 


M4 KEFRENS JUKEBOX 

M5 VANGELIS DEMOx 

M14 JARRE DEMO (Docklands) 

M28 DIGITAL CONCERT 6 

Kings Korner 
GAMES PACK # 4 


Golden Fleece, The Holy Grail, Castle 


FIVE FREE 


460 202 UTILITIES 


BUY TEN GET 
466 VIZ CALENDAR 


Tunnel Vision, Laser Strike 


Each 5 disk games pack costs £5.25 or £10.00 for any 


two or £14.75 for three or all four only £19.50 inc 


GAMES PACK # 2 


80p IF YOU SUPPLY THE DISK. 
Drip! Flaschbier, 


DISKS COST £1.10 EACH, 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE P&P 


IRELAND'S No. 1 


(3 DISKS) 
Cop, Crystal Caverns, Obsess-O- 


Matic, Mirrorwars, Dominoes, ATC, 


of Doom, Chess V2.0. 


Retaliator, 


490 C MANUAL (3 DISKS) 
Triclops, 


494 AMAZING TUNES 


474 BATMAN THE MOVIE 
485 A-GENE v3.0 (1 MEG) 


Hertfordsh 


Kings Road, Shepshed, 
Leicestershire LE12 9HT 


Telephone (0509) 508286 
SEND £1.50 
£2.00 PER DISK ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL PACKS 


ONLY 
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Word Search 
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U25 SEEK & DESTROY (Virus Killer) 
Star Trek (3 disk digitised version), 


G40 TRIP TO MARS 

G42 LUXO TEENAGER 

G52 JUGGETTE DEMO 

G54 DIGI-WHEELS 

G59 SPACE BUBBLES 

G62 FILLET THE FISH 

U7 PASCAL (FISH 339) 

U8 C. COMPLETE LANGUAGE 

U9 PASCAL TO C CONVERTER 
U20 8 TRACK SOUNDTRACKER 
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BRENLEE P.D,, & 
Loughborough 
Shoot Out, H-Ball, Yacthc 


PACKAGE 


FREE CATALOGUE DISK WHEN YOU SEND BLANK DISK AND S.A.E. OR 


Star Trek 
Kapothello, 


PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE 
200 CLASSICAL MUSIC 

366 LEARN & PLAY (2 DISKS) 
435 NOISETRACKER v2.0 
Computer Conflicts, Peter’s Quest, 


440 DEMO MANIA 4 
450 C-LIGHT RAY TRACING 


12K RAM EXPANSIONS 
447 PERFECT UTILITIES No. 1 
Overseas add £1.00 [a DY=1 


NOW IN STOCK 
G2 COOL COUGAR* 

G17 CREEP SHOW 

G18 AGATRON 14 

per pack P&P * 


G19 AGATRON 28x 
G27 FRACTAL FLIGHT 


G21 SPACE ACE DEMO 
G22 MILLER LITE AD 
G26 GHOSTPOOL* 
G30 WALKER DEMOx 
G31 WALKER Il DEMOx 
G36 PHOTOMONTAGE | 
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ournalism is a term that has to 
J: applied loosely on occa- 
sion. 

This slight dig only really applies 
to the newsletter side of the business 
- generally monthly subscriber sup- 
port disks compiled in-house by any- 
one who’s interested. As a result the 
usual journalistic standards don’t 
tend to apply. 

Now if someone will hold my 
horse I'll step down and explain 
these blatantly snotty statements. 

The lack of adhesion to journalistic 
standards doesn’t mean that these 
particular mags are necessary badly 
written or unpleasant to read, but it 
does mean they tend to be littered 
with various references to bodily 
parts and functions. You might not 
be too keen on the kids clapping 
eyes on some of them. 


17 bits Update 


A fine example of the Viz approach 
to literature is the regular offering 
from Seventeen Bit, one of the coun- 
tries largest PD libraries. 

Their Update disk mag is more of 
a newsletter than a true magazine 
and tends to throw a few demos, 
hints, tips and gossip about the 
world of Public domain, plus a 
healthy amount on the world of the 
authors and their latest acquisitions, 
whether it’s Cortina, a Lada or a por- 
tion of chips. 

It must be said that it isn’t the 
most informative offering around but 
it will certainly raise a smile. For 
example in the hints and tips section 
you'll find such classics as a tip about 
chips, not as you might expect a 
guide to upgrades but rather the 
solution to the pressing problem of 
portion control with the vegetable 
variety. 


Newsflash 


In defence of Seventeen Bit they do 
have an alternative 
publication under the 
banner of Newsflash. 
This is a very different 
bag of chips aimed at 
a much more serious 
side of the Amiga 
market. It has a far 
more professional 
approach and tends 
to deal more in utili- 
ties than scrolly 
demos. The editorial 
reflects the general 


Our cheap and cheerful PD person Paul Austin 
points his finger at the plastic press 


theme of user rather than watcher, 
so if you’re that way inclined give it a 
look. Both mags are available from 
Seventeen Bit on 0924 366982. 


Jumpdisk 
Jumpdisk is the old man of the flop- 
py press, being the first publication 
to cast off the chains of paper and 
printer and swap to the delights of 
the disk. 

The 58th issue is due to hit the 
streets at any moment, easily making 
it the grand old man on the Amiga. 
The disk is an American publication 
which boasts the biggest distribution 
in the states. 

With such an enviable pedigree, 
not to mention circulation, it’s obvi- 
ous that the product isn’t going to 
be duff and of course it isn’t. It has a 
nice selection of utilities and editorial 


and the occasional special additions 
with the odd silly bit thrown in for 
good measure. 

As well as the mag itself there’s a 
supplemental disk full of material 
offered with each issue. Each copy 
comes in it’s own little bag with a 
simple instruction sheet detailing 
what’s on the disk plus the almost 
obligatory advanced advertising. It's 
generally an excellent product that’s 
well worth a closer look. 


Megadisc 
This is the second mag in the GTS 
stable and in my humble opinion 
quite simply the best plastic mag in 
the business. The software is excel- 
lent and the editorial is easily on a 
par. The disk like many things in the 
British media is an Antipodean 
import that’s more of a blockbuster 


as opposed to soap opera we're all 
too familiar with. 

The Australian influence on the 
Amiga world has been rather limited 
to date but if this is a typical exam- 
ple of what's on offer there could be 
some serious pommie bashing in the 
near future. 

The real strength of the disk lies 
within its structure which leans much 
more in the direction of a true maga- 
zine than many of its rivals. Most 
disk mags find it very difficult to walk 
the fine line between being a maga- 
zine and becoming yet another PD 
compilation disk. Megadisc does 
exactly that by striking just the right 
mix between the two. 

A particularly pleasant feature is a 
section devoted entirely to hardware 
applications and how to tweak and 
solder your way to a perfect system. 

The editorial section is full of inter- 
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APD 140: 


APD 147: 
APD 148: 
APD 149: 
APD 150: 


AMOS PROGRAMS #7 


AMOS GAMES #2 
DEMOLITION MISSION 
GOBBIT & PONTOON 
AMOS PROGRAMS #6 


| CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 
| WITH ORDERS OVER 
| 


£10 


AMOS 


PCS 216: BARTMAN MUSIC AND ANIMATION 


PCS 221 AGATRON 33 KLINGONS 


PCS 222 AGATRON 32 STARWARE PROBE 
PCS 223 AGATRON 30 HYPERSPACE 


NEW AMOS PD PCS PD 

APD 96: AMOS UPDATER 1.23 PCS 200: AMAZING TUNES II (3 DISC) £4.00 
APD 138: SPANISH TUTOR : 

APD 139: MASTER RACE PCS 215: JAZZBENCH 


217: C-LIGHT 
APD 141: AMOS GAMES ANIMATION 
APD 142: PAIR CRAZY AGATRON ANIMATION 
APD 143: CYBERNETICS DEMO 1 AND SLIDESHOWS an TREK 
APD 144: ZENN SOUND BOX 
APD 145: D-REZ 4.7 PCS 219 AGATRON 29 STARWARS 
FEO AUERUPEMASEINE PCS 220 AGATRON 34 MORE STARTREK 


EACH DISC CONTAINS 4 OR MORE 
RAYTRACED ANIMATION 
PCS 230-235 DIGI CONCERT 1-5 THE SET £6. 


PCS 240: 
PCS 250: 
PCS 251: 
PCS 253: 
PCS 254: 
PCS 255: 
PCS 224: 
PCS 225: 
PCS 226: 
PCS 227: 
PCS 228: 
PCS 229: 
PCS 230: 
PCS 237: 


ARNIE SLIDESHOW 
TOTAL RECALL DEMO 


MADONNA SLIDESHOW 3 DISC SET £4. 


IRAQ DEMO 


BUDBRAIN 1 AND 2 3 DISC SET £4 

STEALTY MANOVERS 1 AND 2 2 DISC SET £3. 
DMOB MUSIC 2.5 4 DISCS £6.00 
NEIGHBOURS SLIDE SHOW 


ROBOCOP SLIDE SHOW 


GOOD MORNING VIETNAM 


BATMAN THE MOVIE 1MB 


GARFIELD SLIDESHOW 
SPACE ACE DEMO 
VIZ CALENDAR 


PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE 


132 Gunville Road, Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 5LH 
Tel (0983) 529594/821983 Fax (0983) 821599 


AMOS PD £1.50 per disk 
The following is a selection of the very best new AMOS PD available. They do not need AMOS to run. 

A103/4 (Game) PICK UP A PUZZLE (2 Disk Set, 1 Meg) An interesting floating piece, jigsaw type puzzle. 

A105/6 (Game) PICTURE IT (2 Disk Set, 1 Meg) A super jigsaw puzzle game, ideal for young and old! 

A110 (Game) CROSS FIRE (1 Meg) Great Game. Travel around a grid collecting objects, avoid the nastys. 
(Game) BALLOONACY (1 Meg) Fly your balloon over the skyscrapers and bomb them! Addictive. 
(Game) DEADLINE (1 Meg) Written using AMOS TOME map editor. 
(Demo) BOB MANIACS BY SYNTEX Unusually, a super demo with very good FX. 
(Game)THE WOODEN BALL (1 Meg) Good game. Knock the ball into your opponents goal. 
(Util) FAMILY HISTORY DATABASE (1 Meg) Easy to use. Plus another database. 
(Game) TILE TRAIL A reasonable sliding block puzzle game. 
(Educ) SIMON AND SPACE MATHS Simon is that old chestnut and Space Maths, a good maths program. 
(Game) FRUIT MACHINE & FRUIT CRUSH A fruit machine sim, with hold & nudge & a difficult puzzle game. 


Licenceware £3.50 per disk 
A proportion of this goes to the author. 
(Art) Colouring Book (1 Meg) Title says it all. great fun for the kids. 
(Game) Thingamajig (1 Meg) Simple jigsaw Puzzles written for children. 24 in all. 
(Game) Jungle Bungle (1 Meg) An icon driven adventure game, again, written with children in mind 
(Game) Pukado (1 Meg) A good game of good quality, and what Licenceware should be all about. 
(Game) 4 Way Lynx (1 Meg) Similar principal to pipemania but harder! 
(Educ) Work and Play (1 Meg) 3 educational games for children. Telling the time and maths. 
(Educ) The Word Factory (1 Meg) A spelling and memory game. Good reviews but I'm not impressed. 
(Game) Go-Getter (1 Meg) A good computer version of what would make a good board game. Worth a look. 
(Game) Hypnotic Land (1 Meg) Similar to Klax but balls not blocks. 
(Game) Jigmania (1 Meg) More jigsaw fun, inc construction kit. 


NBS, The No. 1 Official Distributor of AMOS Licenceware 
in February, our first month of stocking the disks. (figures 
courtesy of the Official AMOS Library) 


PCS INTERNATIONAL P 


THE NORTHWESTS BIGGEST PD LIBRARY 
SUPPLIERS OF AMOS PD AND LICENSEWARE, T-BAG, AMICUS, FISH AND.PCS PD 


33 CHAPEL GREEN ROAD 


HINDLEY 
WIGAN 


WN23LL 


0942 521577 


PCU 105, ANTI-VIRUS PAKII 


PCU 118, VIRUS KILLER COLLECTION 1 


PCU 142, LABEL DESIGNER 


PCU 183, COMMS DISK III 


PCU 193, ARENDER 

PCU 393, ULTIMATE ICON DISK 
PCU 663, BUSINESS CARD MAKER 
PCU 823, PRINTER DRIVERS 

PCU 1001, DISK MASTER V3. 

PCU 1032, N.COMM V1.9 


PCU 1043, THE MASTER VIRUS KILLER V.2 
PCU 1156, PRINTER DRIVER GENERATOR 


| FRED FISH 80-450 


| AMICUS 1-25 
| T-BAG 1-28 
| PCS PD 1-300 

1-150 


| AMOS PD 


AVAILABLE NOW 


PCU 1202, RED SECTOR DEMO MAKER 1MEG 


THIS IS ONLY A SMALL COLLECTION OF OUR VAST RANGE OF PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE 

IF YOU HAVE ANY PD DISCS THAT WE DO NOT HAVE WE WILL GLADLY SWOP ON A ONE TO ONE BASIS. 
WE HAVE DEMOS, UTILITIES, BUSINESS, COMMS AND ANIMATION. 

IF YOU WANT ANY PD DISC THAT IS NOT ADVERTISED THEN GIVE US A RING ON THE ABOVE NUMBER 
WE ARE SURE WE CAN BE OF SERVICE TO YOU. 
MODEM USERS!! WE ARE NOW ON LINE! 


Vall 


PO Box 15, Dept ACI, 
Co Durham. SR8 1NZ 


Tel: 091 5871195 9am-6pm. 


eterlee, igg 


| P.C.S. PRICES FOR PUBLIC 
DOMAIN ARE AS FOLLOWS 

| UK 

| 1-5 DISCS £2.00 

| 6-10 DISCS £1.75 

| 11-20 DISCS £1.50 
21+ DISCS £1.25 | 
EUROPE 

| 1-5 DISCS £2.50 | 

| 6-10 DISCS £2.25 

| 11-20 DISCS £2.00 

| 214+ DISCS £1.50 

| REST OF THE WORLD 

| 1-5 DISCS £3.00 

| 6-10 DISCS £2.75 | 

| 11-20 DISCS £2.00 | 

| 21+ DISCS £1.75 


PD 


we 


| Please note disks are 1.10p 
| each under 10 disks. 10 
disks or over 95p. Please 
add 50p P&P per order. 
A FREE disk of your own 
choice with orders over 
1 10 disks. Please make 
: | Cheques/POs payable to 


Play it Safe (1 Meg) A great idea for the kids. A fun way to learn about safety in the home. 

Shapes and Colours (1 Meg) Make objects out of coloured tiles. Apparently like ‘Fuzzy Felts’? 

Reversi 2 (1 Meg) A vast improvement on the Amos PD version, with patterned tiles, faster movement. 
Dogfight (1 Meg) Now this promises to be something special. Up to 8 players, and 2 Amigas can be linked. 
Touchstone (1 Meg) A ‘tiles’ game similar to Shanghi. 

LC10 Fonts (Independent Licenceware) Install more set fonts in your STAR LC10 printer! 


This is purely a selection of our AMOS PD. We have well over 1000 other PD disks. Including Demos, Music, Utilities, 


FISH, T-BAG, and an amazing Glamour selection. We also sell Commercial games and computer accessories. 
For full details, please send a Stamped, Self addressed envelope, and receive our PD Update 6 including 
the brand new supplement which gives full reviews on over 400 PD disks. 
Catalogue sent free with order. All NBS PD costs just £1.25 per disk. 


ORDERING DETAILS 
EN 


1 free disk (of same price range) for every 10 ordered plus free postage, otherwise please add 50p towards postage and packing. 


NBS... HERE TODAY... AND HERE AGAIN TOMORROW ° 


Please make Cheques/PO payable to NBS and send to above address. 


Or for instant despatch phone your order 
giving your credit card details. 


All NBS PD £1.25 AMOS PD £1.50 All Licenceware £3.50 


Now over 1400 disks in stock inc Fred Fish 1-450, Tbag 1-46, || Vally PD, or phone in your 
the Amos Library & the Amos Licenseware + our own library! || Credit card no (5 disks or 


All priced the same except Amos Licenceware (3.50) 


Demos & Animations 
Juggler & Walking cat! 
Vangelis demo: Superb! * 
Gymnast demo; Fab!* 
Newtons Cradle: Brill! 

2 Run anim: Brilliant!* 

5 Crionics demo + Madonna 
Crusaders Bacteria: Fab! 
Popeye meets Beachboys! 
Color cycling: Nice pics! 
Busy bee anim: Great!* 

487/88 M Python Lumberjack! 

518 Crusaders Space deleria + 

608 Dragons Lair II: Superb* 

614 Budbrain 2: Excellent! 

654 Evil dead demo: Kill em! 

674/5 Laurel & Hardy (2 disks) 

705 Crusaders play Genesis!* 

717/8 Mr Food: Hilarious (2) 

798 Superwoman animation* 

802 Simpsons demo: Bart +co! 

803 Groove in the Heart! 

825 Zeus bust anim: Good!* 

865 Beatmaster 808 state! 

Music & Music Utils: 

157/8 Soundtracker samples 2 

245 Mididisk Synth progs! 

246 Fish323 Casio CZ editor! 

248 Amiga chart 3: Black box+ 

317 Fish300 Pitch convertor! 

534 Dmob3: Superb dance disk 

562 Dead dance thrash: Metal! 

587 Amigadeus: Mozart great! 

599 Audio magic: Strackers! 

622 Mag fields chip festival! 

642 Banging Raves 2: Good! 

671 Med v2.13 music prog! 

854 Digital Debussy: Classical 

Fish 403 Kawai K4 editor! 


Business & Serious 

057 Chet Solace 26 utilities! 
117-20 TV graphics 3.50 (4) 
153 Jazzbench: Alt Workbench 
271 Rim Database: Good! 

272 Flexibase: Easy to use! 
273 Home utils: Wordwright + 
274 Analyticale: Spreadsheet! 
278 Uedit: Wordprocessor! 
286 DBW: Ray trace program! 
294 Amigafox: Wordprocessor 
297 FBM: Graphics convertors 
303-5 3 disk full of clipart! 
309-11 C manual on 3 disks! 
448 Powerpacker 2.3: Cruncher 
489 Graphics disk: Useful! 
544 Deopy: Good copy prog! 
600 A64: CBM 64 Emulator! 
601 Clerk Accounts prog! 

615 Cursor v1 Basic Compiler 
616 Pascal Compiler! 

617 Mcad: Cad design program 
636 Clight: Excellent ray tracer! 
669 Master virus killer kills105 
677 Amateur Radio: for Hams! 
694 Biorythms Starchart etc! 
698 Exile fonts: Coloured fonts 
720 Electrocad demo: Pcbs! 
771 Ultimate Icon disk V good 
805 North C Compiler V 1.3! 
808-814 7 disks clipart. 6.50! 
Fish 219 Deepsky v5 etc! 

Fish 343 Stockbroker & more! 
Fish 366 Print Studio! 

Fish 375: Textplus v2.2! 

Fish 382: Messydos+Crossdos! 
861 ST Emulator + utilities! 
862 Spectrum Emulator + utils! 
APD 83 Amos Paint: Good! 
APD 132 family history dbase* 


|| over) 


Games & Leisure: 

043 Holy Grail: Text adventure 
368/9 Star Trek Brill 2 disks! 
424/5 Learn & Play: for kids! 
451 Tennis game: good Img* 
582 Castle of doom: Adventure 
584 Frantic Freddie: Platform 
612 Monopoly & Cluedo! 

613 Pacman Retaliator + Sorry! 
625. Blizzard: Shoot em up! 
626/30 Education pack 5, 4.50 
658 Starfleet Shoot em up! 

721 Battleforce: Strategy game 
800 Yelp: good little game! 
APD62 Arcadia: Fab breakout! 
APD85 Snakestladders/reversi 
APD96 Pair it: Match the cards 
APF97 Dynamite dick good! 
APD110 Crossfire: kids game! 
APD135 Simon + Space maths 
Slideshows: 

044 Super ham cars: Stunning! 
067 Dynamic Hires: Amazing! 
097 Real 3d: Excellent pics! 
610 Nik Williams slide: Fab! 
775 NW Dynamic hires: Mega! 
Amos Licenceware: 

LPD1 Coloring book for tots! 
LPD2 Arc angel maths: fun! 
LPD4 Thingamajig: Jigsaws! 
LPDS Jungle Bungle: good! 
LPD6 Pukada + Sprites! 

LPD7 4 way Lynx: Puzzle! 
LPD8 Work+play: 3 to learn! 
LPD9 Amos assembler! 

LPD10 Word factory: Spelling 
LPD11 Go getter game! 

LPD12 Hypnotic lands: game 
LPD13 Jigmania: jigsaws! 


esting reviews and information on all 
manner of popular Amiga applica- 
tions. As you can tell I’m impressed 
and you're sure to be the same. 

For further details on both mags 
get in touch with George Thompson 
Services on 077 082 212 or Fax 077 
082 212. 


PD for the 
little people 


OK, that’s enough back slapping, it’s 
time to mount up and get back to 
get back to my moral crusade from 
earlier in the column. If you've got 
kids you'll be well used to the “can | 
have a go, please let me try, you said | 
could” syndrome. This is a common 
complaint that most computerised 
parents suffer every time they turn 
on the machine. 

Even the toughest parental tyrant 
cracks eventually and will hand over 
the apple off their eye to the franti- 
cally keen kid. If you're a PD parent 
this can be a risky business. Some of 
the software available is definitely 
not suitable for the smaller kids in 
the family. 

As a result an alternative collection 
is required and that’s exactly what 
the Chaps at A Bit on The Side have 
come up with. 


The Junior PD Club 


If you're looking for material and you 
want to be sure it's clean, The Junior 
PD Club could be the answer. 

The title may give slightly the 
wrong impression about the con- 
tents. The material is suitable for kids 
but not necessary aimed at them. 

The club guarantees the material 
to be clean rather than condescend- 
ing. A fine example of this is a classic 
sample disk containing immortals 
like Popeye meets the Beach boys. 

To be honest the collection isn’t 
that original as far as contents are 
concerned, with most of the material 


Please Make The Clock Say : 


Incredible! Eight tracks for MED 


The amazing Teijo Kinnunen does the impossible yet 
again and comes up with the next great step for the 
monster he’s created. 

OctaMED has arrived and somehow he’s managed 
to make it fully compatible with its predecessors. The 
new version will happily take on either eight or four 
track characteristics on demand. 

The new version isn’t PD but considering the great 
things Teijo has done for the domain in the past it’s 
only fair to give the guy a well deserved plug for his 
first commercial offering. It’s available for the patheti- 
cally small sum of £10 within Europe and £15 world- 
wide and this includes post and packaging. 

The new version has all of the abilities of our recent 
coverdisk giveaway plus the extra four tracks and a 
new and improved bug free Med player. As | men- 
tioned earlier Med has become a real monster and as a 
result the new version has a hard time squeezing into 


As a result Teijo has added a low res option to 
which it will be automatically defaulted when it’s run 
on a half meg machine. 

Amiganuts United hold all distribution rights for 
OctaMED and as a result Ray Burt Frost, one on the 
Amiga's finest nutters, has thrown down the gauntlet 
to the coding community and is offering a full licence- 
ware agreement to the first person to create a conver- 
sion program which will transfer tunes from the four 
to the eight track format. 

If you’re an AMOS expert there could be a separate 
licenceware goldmine waiting for the first person to 
provide an AMOS compatible MED player. To add the 
final icing to the cake of OctaMED a manual will soon 
be available to make life a little easier for owners of the 
eight track version of Teijo’s masterpiece. 

OctaMED is available exclusively from Amiganuts 
United. For further details contact Ray Burt Frost on 


the straight jacket of 512k. 


being available from almost any- 
where. 

The real advantage comes with 
the sure and certain knowledge that 
the fruit of your loins isn’t going to 
be subjected to scrolly demos that 
give graphic instructions on where 
exactly other coding teams should 
put their latest release. 

No bare breasts, no sexy stereo- 
types, or at least not that many, and 
every new member gets a badge and 
a Biro to pose with in the play- 
ground. If you're interested you can 
contact A Bit on The Side on 0302 
887332. 


Uncle AMOS 


An alternative for the PD parent 
could be the offerings of the Amos 
library. The AMOS library doesn’t 
claim to be squeaky clean but any- 
one who's used any AMOS material 
will be familiar with its very smooth 
and friendly front end which makes 
it ideal for children. 

This particular talent has already 
been spotted by most 
Amos authors and as a 
result there’s a huge 
range of material aimed 
specifically at the kids. 

There is a 
small price to be paid 
for the smooth and 
stylish Amos approach 
to PD and that’s its ten- 
dency to only offer one 
program on a disk, so 
compared to other com- 
pilation disks it can work 


0703 785680. 


Ait y 


5 


out a little expensive. 

Most of the larger libraries carry 
an ever growing supply of AMOS. 
The very best material tends to be 
licenceware available through PCS 
International on 0942 521 577 or 
alternatively from Amiganuts United 
on 0703 785680 


Classy compilations 


While I’m still holding the shovel | 
might as well heap a little more 
praise on the already overburdened 
GTS. 

As well as the series of mags sup- 
plied GTS also sent an excellent col- 
lection of compilation packs varying 
from utilities to games. 

Besides the quality of the compila- 
tions perhaps the most pleasing 
aspect of the packages is the packag- 


bananas cost 8p each, 


— can you buy for 


how 


36 p.7? 


a 


Sure 


ing. Most experienced PD fans are 
no doubt wondering: "What packag- 
ing does he mean - the envelope?" 

| know it’s hard to believe, but this 
stuff actually arrives nicely packaged 
in a plastic bag with a smart little 
card which documents the entire 
contents of the disks. 

My pet hate with PD is the infuri- 
ating habit which almost all the 
libraries have of supplying their 
wares with absolutely no way of 
identifying one disk from the next, 
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apart of course from loading them 
up. 

To the novice collector this partic- 
ular inconvenience is hardly noticed 
but if you’ve got a few hundred disks 
all from the same supplier it can be a 
nightmare to find exactly what 
you're after. 

| know what you’re thinking: why 
don’t you scribble on the disk label? 
Well, firstly, it looks a mess and, sec- 
ondly, most labels are already cov- 
ered with logos and phone numbers 
leaving little or no room for anything 
else. 

A nice convenient card wouldn’t 
cost the earth but would save a hell 
of a lot of wasted time. This alone 
was enough to make GTS an instant 
contender for the column. 

The packs have more of a theme 
rather than just being a collection of 
like minded material. 

For example the printer workshop 
collection doesn’t just give the usual 
collection of standard printer drivers 
but rather offers all manner of really 
useful printing-related utilities which 
combine to provide a solution to 
almost any printing predicament. 


If you've just read this month’s cover fea- 
ture you might well be strolling through 
the PD section for the first time. Usually this 
column is chock-a-block with reviews of the 
latest releases, but as a result of making PD 
our main feature this month's column has 
been designed to complement some of the 
issues the feature will no doubt raised. 


One of these issues is the plight of the 
new convert to the ranks of the Public 


Domain. If you’re a beginner the huge 
range of PD to choose from can be almost 
off putting. 

The first thing to do is contact a likely 
looking library and ask for their catalogue. 
This usually comes in the form of a disk but 
on occasion you might be lucky enough to 
get one in book format. 

These catalogues are rarely over a pound 
a time, and on occasion you even find a few 
programs thrown in to wet your appetite. 
It’s always worth searching through a few 
catalogues before you buy to avoid the 


almost inevitable duplication of certain ele- 
ments of your collection. 

If you’re particularly keen on a specific 
area of the Amiga's talents, Softville PD 
Services are one of the best.in the business 
when it comes to dedicated collections. If 
for example you're into graphic applica- 
tions they can supply clip art sets with as 
many as seven disks in each set all at a very 
reasonable price. 

If there’s a need, Softville usually have a 
collection to support it. Their disks aren’t 
quite as cheap as some of the opposition 
but that’s the price you pay for dealing with 
pros. 

All their collections can be found by 
strolling through their regularly updated 
book style catalogue. Contact Softville PD 
Services on 0705 266509. 

Well that’s it for another month. Next 
month I'll be back to the usual rundown of 
the best in the business, so watch this 
space... 


For Example 


A Fantastic P.D. Company with a 
FREE Catalogue Disc!! 


@ Ever wanted a P.D. company to take things seriously? 
Like their own fully machine coded catalogue disc with 
great music and intro’s included. 

@ Ever wanted a P.D. company with it’s own Demo group?? 
With self releases like the NEW-WAVE mega demo! 

@ Ever wanted a P.D. company with it’s own Bulletin Board 
system? (Online files). 


Ifso, LETS PARTY coz NEW-WAVE is here. 


(no hidden extras) 


41 ® Q9 (free catalogue) 


Because of the huge response we have slashed the 
prices, even Freddy would be proud at £1.99 a disc. 


Blank Discs 
£7.00 for ten 


Blank Discs 
£7.00 for ten 
Labelled and 
Boxed discs!! 


Labelled and 
Boxed discs!! 


AMIGA 


In stock we have thousands of Demo’s, Musak Programs, Graphic Slides, Animations, Utilities, Mega 
Demo’s, Shareware, and coming soon, Licenceware. 


If you would like to join our demo group, ring or send demo’s of graphics, musak and code. 


NEW WAVE, PO Box 199, Manchester M1 1JE 
Tel: 061 839 5378, Fax: 061 839 5379, BBS: 061 839 5381 Orders outside the UK send for details 


VIRUS FREE PD 


Amiga Public Domain Software 


OVER 1400 PD DISKS AVAILABLE 

PD SOFTWARE HELPLINE 

THOUSANDS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS 
OVER 100 DISKS ADDED EVERY MONTH 


BUY ANY TEN PD 
DISKS AT £2.00 EACH 
AND PICK ANOTHER 


5 FREE!!! 


MOST ORDERS SENT WITHIN 24 HOURS 
ALL DISKS DISTRIBUTED VIRUS FREE 


15 PD DISKS = £20.00 inc 5 FREE 
ONLY £1.00 FOR EACH SUCCESSIVE DISK. 


| EG: 
WET BEAVER TENNIS || 16 PD DISKS = £21.00 
P D STA RTE R PACK 2. RSI DEMO MAKER 17 PD DISKS = £22.00 
; MVK 2.1 . 20 PD DISKS = £25.00 
Only £5. 00 INC P& P TOCUE ace | Call for details of discounts on bulk orders. 
Official OVER 18 GAMES UTILITIES | 
oe 929. SICK 'N' SEXY 843. METAGALACTICLLAMA'S 659. ESSENTIALUTILS1 | EXCLUSIVE WARE. 
AMCGS PD _ 615. BEDROOMOLYMPIAD 1064. LETTRIX (GREAT) 1206. MANDLEBROT MAKER | 
Nicke 614. SEX VIDEO 1020. MASTER OF TOWN 1208. DATABASE WIZARD. «Ss CROSSED SYSTEM 
; 607. BRA BUSTERS 1204. WET BEAVER TENNIS 1078. ESSENTIAL UTILS 2. MEGA FAST SHOOT EM UP 
Now Available. 071. PARTY GAMES 849. THEHOLYGRAIL 1099.PROTRACKER1.1__ SILKY SMOOTH SCROLLING 
778. TWISTED DREAMS 850. BREAKOUTCONKIT 4202, RS! DEMO MAKER ee ae 
AMOS 672. TRIPLE PORN SHOW 830. QUIZMASTER 1146. ICON MAGIC 
vaesollabeieed 1045. PORNO MOVIES 670. MONOPOLY 1151. C-LIGHT ne een 
Licenceware. 1036. HOT GIRLS 595. CAVE RUNNER 1156. DRIVER GENERATOR | EXCLUSIVE TO US 
£3.50 adisk | {tos HoTGiLs2 632, AGATRONGAMES. /S88-SPECCY EMULATOR | Only £9.99 nc Pa 
1022. TOPLESS GIRLS 531. BLIZZARD ' eee 
DEMOS 1008. COMPU PORN 530. PACMAN MUSIC 
1365. PORKY PIGANIM 1004. EVERY INCHALADY 509. PARADROID 1320. SLABYS MUSIC —— - 
1339. COPPER DEMO 2 = 1080. LIFE'S ABITCH 1 MEG 1207.FRANTIC FREDDY —_ 1317, "19" 
1318. SYS VIOLATION 1084. SEXY SLIDES 1 505. DRIP 1308. VOGUE MUSIC COMP Do the Bart man 
1307. MAJOR DELIGHT —_ 1086. GREEN DILDO DEMO 255. FLASCHBIER 1303. IMAGINATION | A3 DISK VERSION OF 
| 
1306. EVOLUTION 76 1170. SEXY SLIDES 2 856. XENON 3 ETC 1322. FLASHING BYTES THE No.1 HIT SINGLE 
1305. PHENOMINA 135. BEAUTIES 1 117. MORIA RPG 1319. ORIGINAL RIPS 3 ; 
1300. FART &BELCH 1205. HORNY DOGANIMS 154. TRACK RECORD 1MEG 4399 MATRIXMUSIC3 «ONLY £3.00 inc P&P 
1297. CLOTHS PEG 1200. GIRLS GIRLS GIRLS 534. GAMES DISK 1 1304, BLOOD SUCKERS 
1173. PANIC 1196. DIRTY PICS 3 1179. CHESS ETC 1327 TRIUMPH MUSIC 11. | 2p ml 7 
1180. DISASTER 1367. THE PORN KING 1184. MASTERMINDETC 4399’ AMIGADEUS MASTER VIRUS 
1167. MOVIE DEMO 1366. PERVERTS DELIGHT 1334. THE BEATLES HITS 
1172. ENFORCEMENTS — 1356. STAG PORNO ANIMS | BLANK DISKS | 1338. TURN UP THE BASS KILLER 2.1 
1185. THUNDER CHILD 1354. BLONDE BEAUTIES : aa ee | C F 124. 
1350.GONGONGIRLS Branded 3.5" Disks | an now aetect 
1345. PORNO MOVIES 3 1353. THE BEST OF RAF Viruses/Bootblocks 
AMAZING ree INTE VENDETTA Only 35p each. 1348, HOT WIRED | = 
| TUNES 2 With any other purchase | 1217. EQUAMANIA 2 
| 30 FANTASTIC 100's MORE AVAILABLE 1181. TRUE ENERGY RED SECTOR 
| TUNES. FOR JUST £1.00 YOU CAN RECEIVE OUR HIGHLY PRAISED CATALOGUE DISK, DEMO MAKER 
GIVING DETAILS OF OVER 1000 PUBLIC DOMAIN DISKS. OR ORDER 3 OR 
_ 3 Disks, 1 Meg. MORE OF THE ABOVE AND RECEIVE IT FREE OF CHARGE. |__atlable NOW 
ms free] 
NOW AVAILABLE CLIP-ART VOLUME 2. 3 DISKS, ONLY £3.00 inc 


Catalogue Disk Available at £1.00 sent FREE with all orders 
Send Cheque or Postal Order to: 
VIRUS FREE PD (Dept AMC) 23 Elborough Rd, Moredon, Swindon, Wilts, SN2 2LS, England. 
Tel: 0793 512321 Fax: 0793 512075 


All Prices include P&P in UK. Minimum order of 3 Disks, Overseas orders welcome, but please send Euro cheque or 
Bankers draft with order. Please add £3.00 towards Postage and Packing. 


WIN! 


WIN! 


WIN! 


WIN! 
OVER £1000 WORTH OF PRIZES 


WIN! 


WIN! 


WIN! 
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COMMODORE CDTV 
0839-121236 


Basically an Amiga with a 
CD/Rom. Worth £600!!!! 


SOFTWARE SCOOP 
0839-121221 


Megadrive, Master, Nes, Lynx, 
Famicom etc. £200 to spend. 


SEGA MEGADRIVE 
0839-121222 


The awesome 16 Bit console 
and you can choose a game. 


WHAT-U-WANT 
0839-121223 


Whatever your heart desires 
up to £150. Absolutely anything! 


The more entries you make, the better your chances 


PLUS PLUS PLUS PLUS PLUS PLUS PLUS 


0839-121224 


could win you a 


SEGA GAMEGEAR 


All calls last approx. 4 mins. One prize per competition. 
Calls are charged at 33p per min. cheap rate and 44p per min. all other times. 
If you are under 18, please get permission to use the telephone. 


PLAY TO WIN, 159 STRATHMORE AVENUE, LUTON, LU1 3QR 
TEL: 0582 413943 


WE BUY/SELL/EXCHANGE ALL USED HARD/SOFTWARE 


WIN! 


WIN! 


WIN! 


WIN! 


WIN! 


WIN! 


CENTRAL SCOTLAND'S PREMIER PD. LIBRARY 


GAMES 

G048 Intact 

G046 Entropy 

G045 Dragons Cave 

G044 Snakepit 

G043 Stone Age 

G040 Star Trek Next Gen Trivia (2) 
G041 Cluedo Compilation 
G036 0.C.P.D. Compilation 
G035 Mayhem 

G049 Mechforce 3.71 

G002 Treasure Trap 

G024 Property Market Game 
GO009 Tennis 

GO001 Learn and Play (2) 


UTILITIES 

U090 M.E.D. 3 

U091 Workbench 2 Look a Like 
U082 Game Trainers Disk 

U101 Spectrum Emulator 

U088 Picture Format Convertor 
U050 Red Sector Demo Maker* 
U039 Catalogue Workshop 
U074 Business Utilities 


U078 Education Pack (5) 
U076 Grafx (2) 

U035 0.C.P.D. Compilation 
U031 Direct Action Animator 
U042 Mightflers Utilities 1 
U044 Mac Clip Art 

U020 Jazzbench 

U019 Amibase 

U017 Razor Toolkit 

U051 Video Graphics (4) 
U101 S.T. 58 

U102 S.T. 60 

U061 Genealogy” 


DEMOS AND MUSIC 

$011 Aliens Slideshow (2) 
$013 Images from Aquarius 
$014 Photomontage 1 

$015 Photomontage 2 

S016 Photomontage 3 

M031 Chaos and Megadeath 
M030 Follow the Sign 

M029 Iron Maiden (2) 

M028 "19" 

M024 Crusaders Does Genesis 


D070 Franklin the Fly 

D071 Tron Animation (2)* 

D074 Evil Dead Sight and Sound (2)* 
D076 Wild Copper Demo 

D066 Share and Enjoy Freestyle 
D068 Elvira Activity Disk* 

M015 Blues Brothers (3)* 

M016 Aliens Sounds (2) 

M014 Bagpipe Music 

S018 Gorezone Slideshow 
S019 Madonna Slideshow (2) 
$020 Hendrix Slideshow 

$021 Fraxion Divine Visions (2) 


LICENCEWARE (2.95 PER DISK) 
L001 Space Blob 

L002 Mr Dig 

L003 Q-Boid 

L004 Computer Conflict 

L005 Subculture 

We also stock other Fletcher Fonts 


AMOS PD 
A019 Microman Music Demo 
A020 Arc Angel Demo 1 


A021 Word Square Solver and Games 
A031 Screen Designer 

A033 Pink Goes Ape 

A034 Luke Millers Music 

A051 Weird Science Demo 

A052 Forms Unlimited 

A060 Hockey Pista Demo 

A062 Arcadia 

A063 Hacks Magic Demo Creator 
A083 Amos Paint 

A099 Benson Demo 1 

A103 Pick A Puzzle* 

A104 Pick A Puzzle Data Disk 
A135 Simon Says/Space Maths 
A136 Tile Trial* 

A012 Panthorus Mega Demo (2)* 
A096 Pair-lt 

A053 Curos and Stavros Demo 2 
A110 Cross Fire 

A109 Weird Science 2 

A130 Wooden Ball* 


GREAT HARDWARE PRICES 


Cumana External Drives 
1/2 Meg Upgrade with Clock. 32.95 


This is only a small selection of the hundreds of titles available from our 


Access 


rN 


or make your cheques or P.O.'s payable to 


Office Choice:- 
Suite 14, Avon House, Town Centre, Cumbernauld G67 1EJ 


constantly expanding library. Free disk catalogue sent with all orders. You can 
also call into our showroom and pick-up your software. Payment by Access/Visa 


Stevie Kennedy finds out CLI can 
be environment-friendly 


s last month’s focus on 

script files demonstrated, 

AmigaDOS is a surprising- 
ly flexible tool when used as a crude 
programming language. The Auto- 
Script file on May’s coverdisk was an 
attempt to show users a little of the 
system’s potential to cut out a lot of 
routine drudgery, but it was left 
intentionally deficient in its use of 
variables. 

This month’s column should give 
users a basic appreciation of how to 
use variables in their own AmigaDOS 
scripts, and will show how even a 
simple application such as Auto- 
Script can in this way be given a new 
lease of life. 

With AmigaDOS, we can separate 


variables into two groups — parame- 
ters and environment variables. A 
parameter is a value which is passed 
to a script file by the user when he or 
she EXECUTEs it, and is nowhere 
near as flexible as a true variable. 

Environment variables, on the 
other hand, are a bit more complex, 
much more flexible, and will be 
introduced in the second half of this 
tutorial. 

Let’s look again at Auto-Script. It is 
a script file which formats a disk in 
your extra drive, creates the essential 
directories, then copies the relevant 
system files across to make a system 
disk which will auto-boot. 

For the sake of simplicity, the 
script assumes that the second drive 


ECHO "I'm going to be really boring" 
ECHO “and just do a directory listing” 
ECHO "Try to contain your excitement” 


ECHO" 
ECHO "Ready?" 
DIR DFO: 


skey vart 

IF <var1> EQ "" 

ECHO "No drive specified" 
SKIP end 


ENDIF 


DIR g> 
LAB end 


is called df1: which is the case for the 
vast majority of A500 and A1500 
users. There are many A2000 own- 
ers, however, whose external drives 
are labelled df2: because on these 
machines only internally mounted 
extra drives can be called df1:. Such 
users would have found Auto-Script 
useless in its original form. 


Parameter Paradise 


With the use of a simple parameter, 
this sort of problem could be avoid- 
ed with ease. Take a look at 
Example1, a script which carries out 
a directory listing of df1:. As it 
stands, it is a pointless script because 
it does nothing you couldn’t do 
quicker and easier from CLI. Now 
take a look at Example2. 

Although this is still less than use- 
ful, it shows how a script can be 


changed quickly and easily to accept 
parameters. To run Examplel, you 
would type 


EXECUTE EXAMPLE1 <RETURN> 


but to run Example2, this would 
become 


EXECUTE EXAMPLE2 <drive> <RETURN> 


where <drive> is the parameter 
looked for by the script. The script 
knows it should expect to be passed 
a parameter because the first line 
defines a “key”. 

The key should always be the first 
line in a script and should always 
start with a period (or dot) and the 
word ‘key’ followed by the parame- 
ters. If there is more than one param- 
eter, a comma is used to separate 
them. 

Example2 knows, therefore, that it 
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must expect one parameter, and it 
will attempt to carry out a directory 
listing in accordance with the string 
it receives. If you type EXECUTE 
EXAMPLE2 DFO: the script will accept 
the string ‘df0:’ as its parameter and 
act accordingly. 

If you don’t pass a parameter, the 
IF test will detect that var1 is the 
empty string “” and print ‘No drive 
specified’, then SKIP to the end. 

You will have noticed that 
AmigaDOS places variables in angled 
brackets when they are being oper- 
ated upon. 

This is necessary simply to distin- 
guish them as variables and has no 
other technical significance. Try not 
to confuse them with the angled 
brackets we put around the word 
RETURN and others in examples of 
CLI commands. 


Value of variables 


If we turn our attention back to 
Auto-Script, it should be easy to see 
where improvements can be made. 
Instead of all those lines which 
refer specifically to df1:, such as 
COPY #? to DF1:c, we ought to have 
lines which refer to the parameter 
<varl>. 

These lines would look something 
like COPY #? to <varl>c. When 
A2000 users with external second 
drives want to use the script, they 
would then type 


EXECUTE AUTO-SCRIPT DF2: 


and Auto-Script would know which 
drive was to be used as the target 
drive. 

As long as you are using 
Workbench 1.3 or higher (and if you 
aren't I'd advise you to upgrade 
immediately) you can also test vari- 
ables and parameters using the VAL 
condition to the IF test. In Example2, 


«key vart 


IF VAL <var1> E@ 0 
DIR DFO: 

SKIP end 

ENDIF 

IF VAL <> EQ 4 

DIR DF1: 

SKIP end 

ENDIF 

IF VAL <var1> EQ 2 
DIR DF2: 

SKIP end 

ENDIF 

Echo "None s 


the IF tests <var1> to see if it is a 
blank string, but it would be just as 
easy to test its numerical value. 

Let’s say we wanted to be lazy 
when running the script, and instead 
of typing df1: we wanted to type just 
the number 1. The result would be 
something like Example3, and you 
would type 


EXECUTE AUTO-SCRIPT 2 


to carry out a DIR of df2:. 


Defaults 


Although, as we have seen, the 
default value of a parameter is an 
empty string if nothing is passed to it 
by the EXECUTE command, it is also 
possible to set a default value from 
within a script. This is achieved by a 
line of the syntax 


-DEF <variable> “default string" 


and sets the default for that variable 
or parameter for all succeeding oper- 
ations. In Example2, for instance, we 
could define the default for var1 as 
“No drive specified” and fix things so 
that this is printed when no parame- 
ters are specified. 

Alternatively, you can use a dollar 
sign ($) each time you use a variable 
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in order to specify the default value it 
should take at different points in a 
script. The line 


ECHO "<var1 $ I like variables>" 


tells AmigaDOS that you would like 
the string “I like variables” printed if 
the script has not been passed a 
value for var1. All text inside the 
angle brackets to the right of the 
dollar sign is treated as the default. 


Options 

As a final note on parameters, you 
should be aware that they can be 
either optional or compulsory 
depending on your needs. To make a 
parameter essential, you must add 
‘/a’ to it in the key line at the begin- 
ning of the script, so it would read 
-key var /a. 

If a value is not passed to a com- 
pulsory parameter, the script will 
grind to a halt with an error message. 
This feature would be of most use if, 
for example, it would cause a prob- 
lem when the parameter was given a 
nill value. FORMAT DRIVE DF<var1>: 
would cause a bit of concern to most 
people if it took a default value of 
zero and formatted their system disk! 

Optional parameters, to which 
AmigaDOS defaults, are defined by 
the adition of ‘/k’ on the key line, and 
can be passed values in the normal 
way. 


SETENV and GETENV 


Environment variables are the true 
AmigaDOS system variables, and 
since the release of Workbench 1.3, 
Amiga users have had an increasing 
amount of control over them. 

The two commands I’m going to 
look at in this brief overview of envi- 
ronment variables are SETENV and 
GETENV. 

SETENV is used to create a vari- 


able and/or alter its definition. It 
takes the syntax 


SETENV <variable> <string> 


where the string defines the variable. 

GETENV is used to retrieve the 
variable’s value or string and uses the 
syntax 


GETENV <variable> 


It will print the variable’s contents to 
whichever device the user specifies 
with a redirection (>) character, 
although it defaults to the current 
CLI window. If, therefore, you want- 
ed to keep a running tally of an 
important variable in a program, you 
could quite easily use the line 


GETENV >PRT: <variable> 


at various points in the listing to redi- 
rect output to the printer. 

When you define an environment 
variable, AmigaDOS looks for a logi- 
cal device called ENV: which is usual- 
ly set up in your Workbench’s 
startup-sequence using the ASSIGN 
statement 


ASSIGN ENV: RAM: 


to store all information concerning 
the variable in the RAM disk. Always 
either make sure you have this line in 
your startup or type it in before 
messing about with variables. 

Environment variables are the big 
brothers of the ASSIGN statements 
and bring a new flexibility to 
AmigaDOS. 

It’s all very well being able to 
ASSIGN logical device names as long 
and complex pathnames, but when 
you can use environment variables 
for absolutely any string of text, your 
script files are in danger of becoming 
true programs. 

We don’t have enough space to 
go further into environment variables 
in this column, but if there’s enough 
interest in the subject, we'll cover 
them in more depth at a later date. 
For the moment, we've received 
many more letters requesting infor- 
mation on more down to earth areas 
of AmigaDOS, so we'll be looking at 
them first. 


Next Month 


The difference between Shell and 


CLI, and how to get the most out 
of the extra features offered by 
SHELL 


=Virvo= 


DEVELOPMENTS 


Upgrade your Amiga 500 


512K extension with clock 


* Top-quality PCB and connector for total reliability SS LF 
* Latest 1 meg D RAMs for low power consumption Bagi 
* Auto-recharging battery-backed real-time clock MADE IN U.K. 
* Memory enable/disable 

* Compact design 

* Easily fitted in seconds. No risk to your warranty 


No frills or gimmicks. Just a quality £29 95 
. 3 . e 


product at the best price you'll find. 
inc VAT P&P 


Also available: 
* 512K extension without clock £25.99 * RAM chips per '/ meg set 
* Half meg card with clock (no RAMs) £15.50  * 1'/ meg extension with clock £79.95 
* Half meg card (no RAMs or clock) £11.50 * 1'; meg card with clock (no RAMs) £30.00 


Credit card hotline Same day dispatch 
24 - hour service 073 4 8905 88 12 - month guarantee 


Virgo Developments Ltd, Sapphire House, Fishponds Road, 


Wokingham, Berkshire, RG11 2QJ. 


Whether you’ve just bought your Amiga or 
whether you're already in training for Guru 
status, we’re sure you'll find JAM magazine an 
informative, entertaining and honest read. 


The articles, tutorials, reviews and commentaries 
in JAM are written by your peers — Amiga users 
with an almost fanatical interest in the machine. 

_ And it’s also a forum where you can have your 
own say —a place to get it off your chest, pass on 
something you've learned, find out what other 
users think of your ideas. 


JAM is typeset, laid-out and produced on an 
_ Amiga 500 and an Amiga B2000 — living proof. 
that the Amiga is ideally suited to serious pursuits 
J UST AMIGA MONTH LY other than playing games. JAM concentrates on 
_ the applications and programming side of the 
75 Greattields Drive, Uxbridge, UB8 3QN Be Ge he i a ce in derth when the 


Tel: 0895 74449 occasion calls for it. 


It’sa magazine written by Amiga users, for 
Yes! Rush me... m Amiga users. : 


The subscription rite for Just Amiga Monthly 
SUESERIETION TONAR | ¥/ is only £19.95 (Europe £29.95) for a years supply 
UK | £19.95 — that’s less than 40 pence per week. 


Europe | £29.95 But don’t take our word for how good it is, drop 
Overseas | £49.95 | us an order form plus a cheque or postal order for _ 
SINGLE ISSUE OF JAM Please post this order form (or a copy of it) £1.50 (Europe £2.25) and we'll send you an 
£1.50 plus your cheque or postal order made out introductory issue to check out. Naturally, there’s _ 


10 JAM to: Just Amiga Monthly (AC), no obligation to subscribe, but we know you'll be — 
75 Greatfields Drive, Uxbridge, UB8 3QN back for more! : 


Pentapod: Kevin Dunne 
‘menneren 


New look: Kevin Dunne 


the 
Is 


From the real to the surreal, the Gallery continues to attract the best 
from the rest in the world of computer art. Once again the Amiga's 
domination of this field is confirmed, whether it be ray tracing, enhanc- 
ing digital images, or the combination of hand and eye, it can't be beat. 
This month's collection shows excellent examples of all the afore- 
mentioned abilities. Keep them coming in! 


Clown2: Rod Summers 


Globe: Rod Summers 
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Stranded: Franklin 


Transformed: Franklin 


Porche convertible, 
Porche Avalanche and 
Amiga stamp pad: Steaven Heppener 
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821-79-919 
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Take a look! 


HOME COMPUTERS 


AMIGA A500 MICROSNIPS PACK 
(bought separately £489) 
SPECTRUM PLUS 2 ‘JAMES BOND PACK’ 
(usually £159) 
SPECTRUM PLUS 3 ACTION PACK 
(usually £199.95) 
ATARI 520 STFM DISCOVERY PACK inc 10 disks £299.95 
ATARI 520 STE TURBO PACK inc 
20 disks 
CBM 64 PACK (usually £179.95) 
SAM COUPE (was £249) 


BUSINESS COMPUTERS 
AMSTRAD PC1512 plus Software Pack, DD, Mono 


£399.95 
£149.00 


AMSTRAD PC1512 plus Software Pack, DD, Colour 
(was £599) 

COMMODORE PC10 STARTER PACK 
(usually £499) 


MONITOR S 
COMMODORE 1084 Stereo Med.Res.Colour 
PHILIPS 8833 MKII Med.Res.Colour 


(was £299) 
ATARI SM124 Hi Res.Mono (was £149) £119.00 


Pah ploy 29, Eb Roos: 


STAR LC-10 Mono (was £199) £179.00 
PANASONIC KXP 1081 (MRP £199)....... £179.00 
STAR LC-24/200 (MRP £349) £299.00 
PANASONIC KXP 1124 (MRP £399) £269.00 
STAR LC200 Colour Printer (MRP £299) £249.00 
CITIZEN 1200+ (MRP £169) £149.00 


P A P R 


BOX 2000 SHTS 60gsm PAPER (wood-free) £15.95 
BOX 2000 SHTS 70gsm PAPER 


MODEMS, SOUND 
A N D M io Det 


PRISM VTX5000 MODEM (SPEC 48/-++) 
COMMODORE 64 MODEM 


BARCLAYCARD AMER! 
SS LOMBARD 
EN es TRICITY 


(WALLASEY ONLY) 


£39.95 
£3 


BANK DRAFT 
MASTERCARD UP TO £50 
EUROCHEQUE £50-£99 


£100 Plus £10.00 Group 4 teas ASK FOR DETAILS 


CBM 64 CENTRONICS INTERFACE £3935 £29.95 
-AMIGA/ST/PC/CENTRONICS LEAD £10-35 £8.95 
AMSTRAD, +2a/+3 CENTRONICS 


£24.95 


DUSTCOVERS & SPARES 


AMIGA DUSTCOVER 

ATARI ST DUSTCOVER 

SPEC +2/+3 DUSTCOVER.. 

CBM 64 DUSTCOVER 

ZX MEMBRANE w £ 

SPEC+ MEMBRANE £1495 £9. 
%%* ALL COVERS STOCKED (CALL US) *** 


MONITOR ACCESSORIES 


AMIGA-SCART LEAD 

AMIGA-PHILIPS 8833 Mk2 LEAD. 

ATARI ST-SCART LEAD 

ATARI ST-2 PHONO (Composite Video) 
SPEC+2a/+3-SCART LEAD 

CBM-SCART LEAD . 
14” ANTI GLARE SCREEN FILTER ...£4+8-85 £17.95 
THING! COPYHOLDER : 

ATARI ST-MULTISYNC MONITOR CABLE 

ATARI ST-COL + MONO MONITOR CABLE £24.95 
TV/COMPUTER SWITCHING UNIT £4.99 


MAGNETIC MEDIA 


314," DSDD BULK DISKS 

5’, DSDD BULK DISKS 50 in 
lockable box 

TDK 314" DSDD DISKS ... 

TDK 51," DSDD DISKS 

3"/3'4” (state which) DRIVE HEAD 


20 for £15.00 


"10 for £11.95 
10 for £7.50 


R-E C OR DE RS 
AND ACCESSORIES 


DATACORDER inc +3 or 48k LEAD 

CBM LOAD 1T DATACORDER 

CBM 1530 DATACORDER 

CBM/SPEC/AMS HEAD ALIGNMENT 
(state which) 

+3 CASSETTE LEAD 


£26.95 
. £44.95 


CARRIAGE CHARGES 
£2.00 


aaa ae | om) I a 


DISK DRIVES & RIBBONS 


AMIGA Q-TEC 314" EXTERNAL DRIVE 
(was £89.95) 
ATARI Q-TEC 314" EXTERNAL DRIVE 
(was £89.95) 
CBM 1541 MKIl DRIVE inc 8 GAMES (worth 


AMS FDI 3” SECOND DRIVE (CPC6128 and +3 
(was £99.95) 

SAM COUPE DRIVE 

STAR LC10 MONO RIBBON 

STAR LC10 COLOUR RIBBON... Original 1 for £8.95 

PANASONIC KXP 1081 RIBBON 2 for £7.90 

CITIZEN 120D RIBBON 2 for £7.90 
**% ALL RIBBONS STOCKED - CALL US *** 


GRAPHIC DEVICES 
AND ACCESSORIES 
AMIGA, ST, AMS PC1512 Q-TEC MOUSE 


(was £29.95) 
DATEL 48k/+2a GENIUS MOUSE inc 


DATEL 128k/+2 GENIUS MOUSE inc 
ADVANCED ART STUDIO 


RIOR US 1 Pe CK eS. 


ALL TOP MAKES STOCKED 


Sa0 PPA W AL RE 


ALL CURRENT AND MANY OLD FAVOURITES 
STOCKED AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 


FREE PRICE LIST SEND A4 STAMPED SAE 27p. 


NEW STORES 


® BIRKENHEAD # 
25-29 GRANGE RD, WEST. 051-647 3377 


f WEST KIRBY 
2 ACACIA GROVE. 051-625 9199 


WALLASEY 
MAIL ORDER and PERSONAL CALLERS 
37 SEAVIEW RD, WALLASEY, 
MERSEYSIDE L45 40N. 
051-630 3013 / 051-691 2008 
FAX: 051-639 2714 


INSTANT CREDIT OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS WELCOME 


EUROPE: PRICES AS SHOWN. 
OTHER COUNTRIES: ADD 5%. 
(HEAVY ITEMS CARRIAGE EXTRA) 
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friendliest looking utility on the 

market. However, it’s nowhere 
near as complex as it first looks, and 
in fact it’s more of a musical dream 
than a technological nightmare. 

The massive range of abilities have 
always put it on a par with anything 
in the commercial sector but the lat- 
est additions to its repotoire make 
MED by far the best all round music 
utility in the business, regardless of 
price. 

99.99999 per cent of you already 
have a copy cf MED Ill thanks to its 
inclusion on the Amiga Computing 
May coverdisk. If you were abducted 
by aliens or were hiking in the 


| t’s fair to say MED isn’t the 


4 


Himalayas 

you might 

have missed it. If 
indeed you did, you 
could always order a 

copy of the December issue 

of Amiga Computing, when it 
featured on our cover disk. (See 
order form on Page 124). 

This was follwed in our January 
and February issues with a series 
describing how to get the best from 
MED. So check your back issues for 
hints and tips for the soundtracker 
section of the program which is still 
the same. 

This month I'll be concentrating 
on how to get the best from the all- 
new sample editor. 


Exciting 

The editor is by far the most exciting 
addition and it not only gives you 
the ability to manipulate samples 
you already have but you can also 
sample your own sounds. Using first 
generation samples is by far the best 
approach. Avoiding repetition in the 
music and the sounds is the key to a 
classic. 

It's not essential that you go mad 
and spend a fortune on a sampler, 
just go for something cheap and 
cheerful. The key to using cheaper 
samplers is to really apply some 
power to the input signal. 

The best way is to take your out- 


put from a headphone socket and 
then adjust the volume control on 
the amp until the signal is just below 
the distortion or clipping point. With 
MED you can monitor the input sig- 
nal and adjust it until the waveform 
fits perfectly before you sample the 
sound. 

All Amiga samplers are 8 bit units, 
and as a result even the best are far 
from perfect, so don’t worry about 
Hi-Fi quality but rather originality. 

Most samples tend to be ripped 
off from CDs, tapes and so on. 

Again this isn’t the most original 
method but it’s a lot better than 
using sounds which have been kick- 
ing around the Amiga scene for 


months. A useful asset of the MED 
editor is its ability to add and delete 
space within a sample. 

High levels of hiss between 
sounds often ruin an otherwise excel- 
lent sample. Minimising this hiss is 
what makes samplers like the Audio 
Engineer so impressive, not to me 
tion expensive. 

Even so with a little patience 
possible to make even the cheapé 
sampler sound a good deal more 
expensive. First copy your sample t¢ 
the copybuffer or preferably a floppy. 
This is always a good idea if you're 
about to do any form of editing. 

Next, mark out a range between 
two sounds within the sample, but 
make sure you leave some space 
between the range and the soun 
on either side of it. This spac 
become important later. 

Now click on the CLR gadget. A 
blank space should appear to replace 
the hissing silence of the original. 
Repeat this process right through the 
sample. 

OK, now play the sample. It’s 


First the classical format many a muso will be familiar with. In the background the shape of things to come! 


Paul Austin takes a closer look 
at the latest addition to 


mpl 
-ed-editor 


probably better than the original but 
the hiss has now been replaced by 
annoying clicks when each new sec- 
tion of the sample plays. The next 
job is to smooth the transition 
between the total silence of the new 
sections and the sounds themselves. 


Volume change 


0 this we'll use a gradual volume 
ge to fade the background 
p and down before and after 
sound. Click in the first window 
e VOL CHANGE gadget and 
press return and type 99. 


using the cursor keys. 
This is where the noise left at the 
eginning and end of the separate 
ounds come in useful. First mark a 
range that includes this section, with 
at least the same amount prior to it. 
Now click on the CHANGE VOL 
gadget. You should see the differ- 
ence between the original and the 
blank insert decrease. If you repeat- 


Teijo Kinnunen’s 
incredible music 
utility MED! 


edly click on CHANGE VOL the dif- 
ference between the two will 
become increasingly subtle. 

Repeat this process at the begin- 
ning of each sound in the sample. 
When you've done them all simply 
reverse the numbers in the CHANGE 
VOL windows and follow exactly the 
same procedure at the end of each 
sound. 

Now compare the original and 
the processed version and the results 
should speak for themselves. 

Teijo Kinnunen, the author of 
MED, obviously took a long hard 
look at Audio Master when designing 
the sample editor. As a result it’s very 
similar in many respects, boasting 
most of its features for a fraction of 
the price. 

To be fair the samples produced 
with MED aren‘t as good as Audio 
Master and it is trickier to use, but 
considering the editor is only part of 
the MED package it’s quite simply 
amazing. If you do become addicted 
please send some cash to Teijo - he 
deserves it... 
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3'/,." EXTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES 


AMAZING LOW PRICE ! 


£54.95 


including VAT & delivery 


PRICES INCLUDE DELIVERY 
AND VAT @ 17.5% 


Express Courier Delivery £5.00 Extra @ Very quiet 


@ Slimline design 

@ Suits any Amiga 

@ Cooling Vents 

@ Sleek, high quality metal casing 

@ Quality Citizen Drive Mechanism : ; 
@ On / Off switch on rear of drive AG ought 
@ Full 880K Formatted Capacity 40/80 Track Switchable 
@ Long reach connection cable Only £99.00 inc. VAT/delivery 


BUY WITH CONFIDENCE from one of the longest 
established companies in their field, with a 
reputation for good service and prices. We have 
invested heavily in a computer system to enable 
our Telesales staff to provide up-to-the-minute 
stock information, coupled with highly efficient 
order processing. Our fully equipped Workshop 
enables us to carry out almost any repair on our 
premises. We feel sure that you won't be 
disappointed if you choose Evesham Micros. 


HOW TO ORDER..... 


Call us now on 


0386 765500 


faze Lines open Monday - Saturday, 
9.00am - 5.30pm 

Send Cheque, Postal Order or 

ACCESS/VISA card details to : 


Evesham Micros Ltd 
Unit 9, St Richards Rd. 
Evesham, Worcs 
WR11 6XJ 


RAM/CLOCK 
UPGRADE 


ONLY £32.95 


including VAT and delivery 


512K x Direct replacement for the A501 expansion 512K RAM Expansion 


<x Convenient On / Off Memory Switch also available without 
Laon + Auto-recharging battery backed Real-Time Clock clock for only 
EXPAN c« Compact Unit Size : Ultra-neat design 


FEATURES : .« Only 4 low power consumption FASTRAMs £27.95 


SCOSOSSSSSHSSSSSSSSHSSSHSSHSHSHSHSHSHSHHSHHSHSHSHSHSHSHHSHSHSHSHSHHSHSHSHSSHSHHHHHHHHHHHHSHEHHHHHHHOO 


ACCESS / VISA £ 
Cards Welcome ~ 


Government, Education & PLC orders welcome 
Same day despatch whenever possible 
Express Courier delivery £5.00 extra 


Please note that 5 working days must be allowed 
for personal cheque clearance. 


[ Mail Order Fax: 0386-765354 | 


@eoeeeeoeeeeeeee e222 80200'8008 


RETAIL SHOWROOM 


All our Showroom outlets hold large stocks of most items and also 
supply from a far wider product range than advertised. Please do 
not hesitate to ring any of our showrooms and discuss your 
requirements with a member of our highly trained staff 


x Fully populated board increases total RAM in A500 to 2MB ! 

x Plugs into the trapdoor expansion, and connects to GARY chip 
x Includes Auto-recharging battery-backed Real-Time Clock 

«x Socketed FASTRAM ICs for accommodating up to 1.5MB RAM 


Unpopulated RAM board with clock 

RAM Board as above, with 512K FASTRAM installed .... 
RAM Board as above, with 1MB FASTRAM installed : i 
RAM Board as above, with 1.5Mb FASTRAM installed .. £ 89.95 oat, 


presets 


Unit 9 St Richards Road, Evesham 
Worcestershire WR11 6XJ 


B 0386 765180 
fax : 0386 765354 


Open Mon-Sat., 9.00 - 5.30 
Corporate Sales Dept 


N.B. : The expansion board requires Kickstart 1.3 to operate - Kickstart 1.3 
upgrade available from us for £29.95 


5 Glisson Rd, Cambridge CB1 2HA 


B 0223 323898 
fax : 0223 322883 
Open Mon-Fri, 9.30 - 6.00 
and Sat., 9.00 - 5.30 
Corporate Sales Dept. @ IBM dealer 


COMMODORE A590 HARD DISK AMIGA 1500/2000 


Good quality Commodore Hard Disk unit, including its own PSU and built-in cooling fan. UPGRADES 
Features sockets for up to 2Mb of on-board FASTRAM expansion (see below). 80ms 
Access time, with up to 2.4Mb/sec. transfer rate. Autoboots when used with Kickstart 1.3 HARD DRIVE / RAM 


Commodore A590 Hard Drive ( 20Mb Hard Disk ) £ 279.00 UPGRADE BOARD KIT 


FNCU =Y EE A590 RAM Upgrades are fitted free 512K Upgrade ... £ 31. Kits comprise of full size hard disk controller 


7 1MB Upgrade .... - cards incorporating unpopulated SIMMS 
of charge when bought with an A590. Pp g unpop 
UPGRADES 9 9 2Mb Upgrade .... £ 99.95 RAM expansion sockets for accommodating 


= = up to 8Mb RAM; PLUS high speed, fast 
We currently support specially upgraded versions of the A590 access NEC SCSI hard disks. 


incorporating NEC high capacity, fully autoparking SCSI drives 40MB HARD DRIVE 

(25ms access time). SCSI interfaced hard drives offer a & INTERFACE / RAM CARD... £ 399.00 
substantial performance increase over conventional units. 400MB HARD DRIVE 
We are also offering the NEC mechanisms separately, either cased for & INTERFACE / RAM CARD..... £ 599.00 
those who wish to ‘chain on’ an additional hard disk to their A590, or on PLEASE NOTE: These are unpopulated RAM sockets 
their own for internally replacing their existing A590 2OMb mechanism. - Add £119.00 per 2Mb of RAM required 


A590 upgraded with fast 40Mb NEC SCSI Disk .... .. £479.00 
A590 upgraded with fast 100Mb NEC SCSI Disk .. .. £669.00 8MB RAM EXPANSION 
A590 with 40Mb NEC SCSI Disk, CARD WITH 2MB FITTED 
PLUS 2MB RAM FASTRAN fitted .. £559.00 Offering maximum flexibility on RAM 
NEC 40Mb SCSI Drive cased with PSU upgrade, this card is supplied with 2Mb 
to directly add-on to the Commodore A590 .. £349.00 factory-installed, upgradeable in steps to 
NEC Drive cased with PSU as above, 100Mb version .... £549.00 4Mb, 6Mb and 8Mb - quickly and easily 
NEC 40Mb SCSI Drive mechanism on its own ...... £ 249.00 using 1Mbit D-RAM chips 
NEC 100Mb SCSI Drive mechanism on its own .... .. £449.00 ONLY £149.95 


1762 Pershore Road, Cotteridge 
Birmingham B30 3BH 


B 021 458 4564 
fax : 021 433 3825 
Open Mon-Sat., 9.00 - 5.30 


@ 0386-40303 


Monday to Friday, 9.30 - 5.30 


12 MONTHS WARRANTY 
ON ALL PRODUCTS 


All details correct at time of press 
All goods subject to availability, E. & O.E. 


Please note: Prices that include On-Site Maintenance 
(On-Site Warranty) are UK Mainland Only. 
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NEW! ZY-FI 


amplified stereo speakers 


REALISE THE 
TRUE SOUND 
POTENTIAL OF 
YOUR AMIGA 
WITH THIS PAIR 
OF FULL RANGE 
SPEAKERS ! 


Your Amiga produces fine quality hi-fi stereo sound. 
Enjoy quality stereo sound reproduction to the full 
with this specially designed, great new twin speaker 
system! Features reflex ported speaker design with 3 
separate drivers in each unit, and incorporates a 
built-in amplifier with adjustable volume control. Runs 


from PSU (supplied) or from batteries (not included). 
Dimensions 248x93x 125mm (HxWxD) 


ONLY £39.95 'Nctuoine vat 


AND DELIVERY 


VIDI-AMIGA 


VIDI-AMIGA 
Widely regarded as the best in its 
category, VIDI-Amiga video digitiser 
enables you to - 


VIDI-CHROME AMIGA 
Colour grabbing upgrade 
enabling production of Red. Green 
and Blue elements when using a 
black/white camera, by use of fillers 
(Colour recorder 
users - see below) 


VIDI-RGB 
Automatically separates Red. Green 
and Blue colour signal from video 
recorder or camera, enabling easy 
production of colour pictures 


VIDI Chrome.... 
£110.00 VIDIRGB 


frame 


* Have pertect freeze frame from 
any video. in up to 16 shades 

%* Grab real time 3-D images 

% Store & replay action sequences 

% Generate digitised colour images 

%#* plus much, much more 


camera/video 


VIDI-Amiga is compatible with all 
video standards. eg colour, B/W. 
VHS, Beta, PAL, NTSC etc 


VIDI Amiga including 


VIDI-chrome 


[MINIGEN Genlock Adapter oo... .. £ 95.00] 


WE GUARANTEE that this is the 
smoothest, most responsive and 
accurate replacement mouse you 

can buy for the Amiga. Excellent 
performance, amazing low price ! 


£ 1 7 9 SATISFACTION 


GUARANTEED 


a ) 


GOLDEN IMAGE OPTICAL MOUSE Amiga/ST compatible - 
excellent travel & accuracy assured 


GOLDEN IMAGE HANDY 


SCANNER & TOUCH-UP 


Outstanding quality, excellent value for money - this 
package includes a 100-400dp! scanner with dither options, 
plus the amazingly powerful TOUCH-UP software 
package which drives the scanner directly. Scanner 
includes viewing window & backlight for accurate 

scans every time. Scan either line-art or grey 


~\ images up to 400dpi. Many image 
wy "4 enhancement & special effects available 
AS from within Touch-Up. A sensible 


investment for Desktop Publishing work. 


INCLUDING VAT 
AND DELIVERY 


£179.00 


With its dedicated monitor input, this 
model combines the advantages of a high 
quality medium resolution colour monitor 
with the convenience of remote control 
Teletext TV - at an excellent low price ! 


£269.00 


Including VAT, 
delivery & cable 
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|_~@ LOOK WHAT ELSE YOU GET 


» AMIGA 


SPECIAL DEALS 


AMIGA 500 SCREEN GEMS PACK 


Top-selling package includes Amiga 500 now 
includes 1Mb RAM, plus 1Mb Drive and TV 
modulator, a/so ‘Night Breed’, ‘The Beast 2’, ‘Back 
to the Future 2’, ‘Days of Thunder’, ‘Deluxe Paint II’. 


A500 1MB SCREEN GEMS PACKAGE £ 369.99 


A500 Screen Gems Package 
PLUS Evesham Micros 3'/," External Drive .. £ 419.99 


AMIGA 500 CLASS OF THE 90’S PACK AMIGA 1500 STARTER PACK 


Pack features A500 computer plus A501 512K RAM Upgrade Includes A1500 computer (1Mb RAM, 2 x 3'/2" Drives, 8 
TV Modulator. 8 software titles, 10 Disks, mouse mat & more expansion slots), Commodore Hi-Resolution Colour 


Monitor, plus Software including: ‘Deluxe Paint III’, ‘Battle 
CLASS OF THE 90’s Package £549.00 


Chess’, ‘Sim City’ and ‘The Works’ (business software) 
Class of the 90’s Pack plus 3'/2" Drive .. £ 600.00 A1500 STARTER PACKAGE £949.00 


a WHEN YOU BUY AN AMIGA 
FEATURE PACK FROM 


Evesham Micros 


r 1 
THESE FABULOUS GAMES: 


Tracksuit Manager 90 
Block Alanche 

Battle Squadron 
Nigel Mansell 


Jaws 
Lost'N Maze 
Diet Riot 
Subbuteo 


Treasure Trap 
Discman 
Tank Battle 


Features a Genuine UK version 512K Commodore 
Amiga 500 computer with 1Mb Internal Dnve, TV 
Modulator. Mouse, Power Supply. Kickstart 1.3, etc 


Amiga 500 Base package.............:csseesseesseneteeees £ 307.49 
A500 Pack as above, with 512K RAM/Clock fitted.. £ 337.49 
A500 Pack with External 3'/." Drive. «=, £349.99 
A500 Pack with External 3'/2" Drive an 
512K RAM/ Clock Upgrade fitted 


AMIGA 500 
COMPUTER 
BASE PACK 


(Note: Does not include extra software package as 


with other packages above) £ 379.99 


NEW! VIRUS PROTECTOR # NEW! olivetti DM124C 


BANISH VIRUS PROBLEMS! Outstanding 24 Pin COLOUR Printer 


ak ren our amg tn pcing ated! sy \\ PROFESSIONAL QUALITY 
A : 
AS 24-PIN COLOUR 


and external drives from boot block viruses. Incorporates a 
PRINTING NOW 


disable the protectin | ONLY £9.95 
AVAILABLE - AT AN 
REPLACEMENT A500 PSU AFFORDABLE PRICE ! 


facility. Top value ! 
Genuine Commodore Amiga A500 Combining the advantages of advanced COLOUR output with the 


superior quality of Olivetti Professional 24-pin printing, the new 
pe r wer S 
‘VE eplacement Po = cue DM124C represents excellent value for money! Consistent high 
Unit. Good quality ‘switch mode 


quality is assured every time, with no ink excesses or pale tines at 
1" type. Super low price! 


any speed. Peace Of Mind for trouble-free use is Guaranteed, with 


Olivetti's 12 Months On-Site Warranty cover | 
Fast 200 cps output in draft, 50 cps in Letter Quality mode 
4 7 Colour output; Graphics resolution up to 360 x 180dpi 
GET CONNECTED ! 
Our tully compatible, high quality MIDI interface connects directly with the Amiga 
serial port and provides IN, OUT & THRU ports for good flexibility Features LED 


4 Parallel Interface, Tractor & Single Sheet Feed as standard 
4 Complete with cable & 12 MONTHS ON-SITE WARRANTY 
daosic punoses swe> | ONLY £19.95 
STEREO SOUND SAMPLER 


compact design 
S-S-S-SAMPLE THIS ! 


Offering full compatibility with almost any Amiga audio digitiser package, our 
Sound Sampler features excellent circuitry, yielding professional results. The 
main A/D converter gives a digitising resolution of up to S0KHz, with a fast slew 
fate. Two phono sockets are provided for stereo line input, plus an option for 
microphone. Adjustable gain is achieved with built-in control knob. Complete 


consnng sand sroins | ONLY £29.95 


Olivetti DM124C Normal RRP: £ 389.95 inc. VAT 


Evesham Micros ONLY £269.00 


Special Offer Price inc.vat, Delivery & cable 


- Automatic Cut Sheet Feeder available for only £ 79.95 - 


Prices include VAT, 
delivery and cable 


PRINTERS 


EVESHAM MICROS SPECIAL OFFER ! 
All STAR Printers include 12 months On-Site Maintenance 


Star LC 10 Best-selling 9-pin printer, 144/36cps..£ 159.00 
Star LC 200 9-Pin Colour, 4 fonts, 180/45cps ... £ 209.00 


containing sound sampling 


applications / utilities. |Star LC 24-10 24-Pin, 4 fonts, 180/60cps ......... £215.00 
|Star LC 24-200 24-Pin, 5 fonts, 200/67cps........ £ 249.00 

NEW! TRACKBALL Star LC 24-200C 7 colour version of above....... £ 289.00 

a Star FR-10 9-pin including Colour Upgrade..... £ 309.00 


Excellent new high performance trackball, 
directly compatible to any Amiga or Atari 
ST. Operates from the mouse or joystick 
port. Super-smooth, accurate and 
versatile - you probably won't want to 
use a mouse again after using this 
Trackball ! Total one-handed 

control. Top quality constructio! 

and opto-mechanical design 

delivering high speed and accuracy every 
time. No driver software needed ! 


ONLY £29.95 


Seeerrrrrrrrrrrrerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrerrrrrrrrrririrrree 
AT-Once Hardware PC Emulator featuring CGA and 
Hercules emulation, support for hard disks and extended 


Star XB24-10 24-pin including Colr. Upgrade.. £ 459.00 


Citizen Swift-24 24-Pin COLOUR Printer ..........................£ 279.00 
HP Deskjet 500 3 pages/minute, 300 DPI inkjet printer ..... £ 399.00 
| Olivetti DM100S 200/30 cps 9-pin, inc.12 months O/S/M... £ 115.00 
|Panasonic KXP1123 excellent value 24-pin printer £199.00 
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NEW! 3'/." DRIVE with 
LED Track Display 


High quality double-sided 


memory. No soldering needed for installation iaasbaspataasantedy £179.00 3.5" floppy drive 
KCS Powerboard Hardware PC Emulator with its own offering the full 
1Mb of RAM on-board, 512K useable in Amiga mode ... £229.99 880K formatted 
Kickstart 1.3 Upgrade ... ees PRONTO NTT £ 29.95 i a 
Amiga 500 Dust Cover 5 ce £ 4.95 capacity per 3.5 


disk. Features a 

special LED display 

which accurately shows the 

current track being accessed 

‘2 during any disk drive activity. 


ONLY £74.95 


Music-X 1.1 “ Ee 
AMOS 

HiSoft Lattice C 

GFA BASIC V3 

GFA BASIC Compiler 
Devpac 2.15 

Disney Animation Studio 
Roger Rabbit 


£110.00 
£37.50 
£ 179.00 
£39.95 
£34.95 
£44.95 
£69.95 
£ 9.95 


SOFTWARE 


Kind Words 2 £37.50 
. £119.95 
£23.95 
£59.95 
£59.95 


Protext V5 

Digita Home Accounts 
Deluxe Paint 3 
Deluxe Video 3 


Peer Ceeereeeererer reer eee ee ree ee ree 


All disks guaranteed virus free! 
..£1.99 
10 disks + file box .. £15.99 
20 disks + file boxes ++-£24.99 
Prices are inclusive, nothing to add! 


AG.01 Star Trek; superb game based on 
TV series. Featuring superb digitised 
graphics and sound! (2D-MB-3 disks) 
AG.02 Various; Gravwars, Jackland, 
Paman, Othello, Empire, Hanoi... 

AG.03 Star Trek (Agatron); Strategy 
game by Tobias Richter, Germany's No. 1 
Trekker! English version (2D-2 disks) 
AG.04 Monopoly; full version of the 
classic property trading game! 

AG.05 Pacman 87; Multi level version of 
this addictive arcade classic 

AG.06 Various; Cosmoroids, Amoeba, 
Crazy Eights, Blackjack, Backgammon, 
Daleks, Yahtzee, Stone Age, Ratmaze, 
Klondike, Keno... 

AG.07 Board and Card games; Cluedo, 
Othello, Klondike and Cribbage 

AG.09 Puzzle Maker; jigsaw puzzles from 
IFF files. Plus puzzle pro 

AG.10 Space Invaders: Arcade classic 
version! Plus: Lander, Amoeba... 

AG.11 Tennis; excellent shareware sports 
simulation. (MB) 

AG.14 Flascheiber; Boulderdash style 
game. Almost commercial quality! 

AG.15 Paranoid game; Arkanoid style, 
including a screen designer 

AG.16 Castle of Doom; Adventure game 
with graphics - beginners level 

AG.17 ST Bash; superb Space Invaders 
inspired shoot-em-up where the aliens are 
Atari ST related sprites! 

AG.18 Golden Fleece; Superb Infocom 
standard adventure. Train; design a railway 
with 2 trains! Tron; 2 player light cycle 
game. Plus: Star Fleet, Kamikaze Chess, 
Tumbling Tots... 

AG.22 Return to Earth; Elite style space 
trading game with excellent graphics and 
digitised sound 

AG.24 Drip; Arcade quality game with 
digitised sounds and smooth sprites! Plus: 
China Challenge, Super Gridder, Frogger, 
Air Traffic Control Sim., Mutant, Ping 
Pong... 

G.26 Zerg; Ultima style role play. Plus: 
World; Infocom type adventure. Daleks, 
Callisto, Puzz, Pontoon... 

G.27 Star Trek (USA); Space strategy 
game. Captain the USS Enterprise and 
repel Klingon attacks! (2D-MB-2 disks) 
G.28 Quattro; Tetris style. China 
Challenge; Mah Jong based puzzle game 
breaker; Breakout style with screen 
designer. Plus Asteroids version... 

G.29 Chess; Superb multi featured version 
with variable level of play. Tiles; unusual 
Shanghai version. Battleships; great 
implementation of the classic pencil and 
paper game. Tetris Two; 2 player puzzle 
game 


AH. HELP! 


AH.01 Adventure Game Solutions; 
More than 100 including: Dungeon 
Master, Future Wars, Ultima | to 5, 
Sierra, Infocom, Bards Tale, Zak 
MacKracken, Maniac’ Mansion, 
Rainbird...Every adventure players 
dream! (2 disks) 


TOP QUALITY DISKS - SENT BY RETURN OF POST! 


A 


THE BEST OF THE PUBLIC DOMAIN! 
DISK PRICES AU. UTILITIES SND. SOUNDTRACKER ETC 


AU.01 Jazzbench; Workbench upgrade 
with many indispensable features! 
Includes: show hidden files, show as text, 
show devices, alphabetise... 

AU.02 UEdit; Excellent file editor, a vast 
improvement on Ed! 

AU.03 QL Emulator; plus 2 data disks 
packed with files. Superb! (3 disks) 

AU.04 Amiga Spell; Spelling checker, 
compatible with most word processors. 
AU.08 Various; Starchart: 600 stars & 
galaxies. TXED: editor/word processor 
Persmait: personal file manager... 

AU.09 Midi Tools: Midi keyboard; five 
octave, mouse operated keyboard... 
progchanged; change midi channels etc 
AU.10 Graphic Utilities: Fontfixer, IFF 
convertor, palette convertor... boot utilities: 
bootext, bootup. Plus: Memcheck, 
Disksalv, dragpack 
AU.11 Starchart; Astronomy program 
giving positions and movements of all 
major constellations! 
AU.13 Visicalc; Superb full featured 
spreadsheet with manual on disk 
AU.14 Various; Amcat, cataloguing 
system, Icontype; change icon type, 
recoverable RAMdisk, spell checker, black 
book; memo pad. DX synth voice library. 
Classic Cave adventure. 
AU.15 Dope Intro Maker; create demos 
with this user friendly package 
AU.17 D Copy; excellent disk copier, 
similar to the full priced X Copy, very 
effective in Nibble mode! 
AU.18 North C; complete C environment 
for the Amiga! Amazing value! 
AU.19 SID; Workbench replacement with 
easy file handling, improved DMouse 
window control and many more features 
AU.20 K.O. The Virus; virus detectors and 
killers! Includes; Virus x 4.1, Berserker, 
BBChampion, Red Alert... 
AU.21 Avoiding CLI; lots of useful utilities 
otherwise only obtainable through CLI; 
FixDisk, QuickCopy, PopDir, DiskOpti... 


AC. CLIP ART 


AC.01 Deluxe Paint; lots of quality 
pictures in low, medium & high res. 
AC.02 Pagesetter Art; Animals, food, 
computers, fantasy, holidays, music, 
people patterns... 100's of pictures 
AC.04 IFF Alphabets; 30+ screens of 
professional quality character sets plus 
marble and wood surfaces. Ideal for 
headings, logos, titling... 
AC.05 Animals, Anatomy, Buildings, 
Christmas, Construction... 

AC.06 Cartoons; Comic pictures of 
people, animals, funny objects... 

AC.07 Holidays, home, flags, flowers, 
miscellaneous... 

AC.08 Music, people, places, school, 
religion, symbols, weddings.. 

AC.09 Signs; titles, logos, headings, 
sports, athletics, bowling, boxing, cricket, 
racing, football, fishing, horses, skiing... 
AC.10 Teddy Bears; cute pictures - ideal 
for present labels, greetings cards of just 
for fun 

AC.11 Nightclub, clowns, dancing, vintage 
cars, bikes, boats, office, computers, 
industrial... 

AC.12 Colour; occasions, transport, signs, 
electrical, architecture... 


BYTEBACK 


SND.01 Soundtracker; Four versions of 
this favourite music creation program. 
SND.02 Soundtracker 4; alternative 
version + instruments disk. (2 disks) 
SND.03 Sound Monitor; 20 demo scores + 
instructions in this superb sound package! 
Extra RAM and drive useful. Plus: 
Soundtracker file converter! Plus: 
Instruments disk. (2 disks) 

SND.04 MED Music Editor; Soundtracker 
style music creator! Easy to use! 

STI.01 to STI.08 Instrument samples for 
Soundtracker or compatibles, 8 disks 
packed with 100's of digitised samples! Buy 
any one disk or all 8 for only £9.99 

STS.01 Sampled sound effects to use 
instead of instruments! 

STS.02 Longer samples, many from films, 
Star Wars, 2001, Raider: 


AE. EDU IONA 


AE.01 Blackboard Maths, Concentration 
Colourpad, Cat & Mouse, Galactic Worm 
Animated Pointers, Shark...(Age 5+) 

AE.02 Spellquiz, Wheel of Fortune, Tug 'o' 
Word, Flower Garden, Stepping Stones, 
Maths test, Puppypix (Age 5+) 

AE.03 Fractals, Desktop Calculator, 
Function plotter, Evolution (Age 11+) 

AE.04 Gravitywell, Weatherman, Gravsim, 
Airfoil...(Age 11+) 

AE.05 World data bank; CIA world map with 
political boundaries, view from anywhere, 
any height! Plus: 3D Plot, Calendar Factory, 
Sherlock (Age 11+) 

AE.06 Talking Spelling Tutor, Speech Toy, 
German Language Test, Study File Card 
System, Globe, Elements, Geotime, Text 
utilities (2 disks) (Age 11+) 

AE.07 Educational graphics; Technical 
illustrations; Art. Biology, Geology 
Astronomy...some animated like a pumping 
heart in the Biology section. Includes 
viewing programs. Or load into Deluxe Paint 
etc. (Age 9+) 


AF. FO 


AF.01 Cosmopolitan; Rangers, Peignet, 
Avant Guard, Aldous, Celtic etc... 

AF.02 Fancy; Hollywood, Park Avenue, 
Broadway, Camelot, Courier, Ham... 

AF.03 Publishers; Helvetica, Akashi, 
Andover, Bookman, Boxie, Times... 

AF.04 Various; Unusual, videofonts, large 
and small fonts..Plus: various font utilities 
etc... 


AW. WORKBENCH 
UTILITIES 


AW.03 Icons; Music, RAM, naughty, jet 
icons. Plus: utilities, colourbench 

AW.04 Icon Development; design your 
own icons with Deluxe Paint! Example icons 
included. Showpic; slideshow. 


AS. SLIDESHOWS 


AS.01 Boris Vallejo 1; professional 
quality graphics in interlaced HAM! 
AS.03 Forgotten Realms; 13 digitised 
pictures with a fantasy theme 

AS.05 Exodus Real 3D show; 9 very 
impressive ray traced pictures 

AS.06 Swimsuits; great pictures from 
the U.S. Sports Illustrated mag. 

AS.12 M.C. Escher; Animated slideshow 
of Eschers paradoxical artwork... 

AS.17 Agatron 4; 16 ray traced pics 
including one of the USS Enterprise that 
took 38 hours to render! 


Cheque, postal 


DELIVERY 
SERVICE 


...and the keenest prices 


AD. DEMOS 


AD.01 Walker 1; digitised animation of 
Star Wars Imperial Walker (Mb) 

AD.02 Walker 2; digitised animation of 
Walker and helicopter! (Mb) 

AD.04 Probe Sequence; incoming 
video pictures from an interstellar probe 
landing on an alien planet! Amazing! 
AD.12 Boing Machine; it's Ray Traced, 
it's incredible, it's impossible... 

AD.13 Walking Cat; amazing revolving 
digitised animation of walking cat! 

AD.16 Ghost Pool; stunning animation 
of a playerless pool game... 

AD.18 Puggs in Space; extremely 
funny cartoon involving an alien creature 
landing on Earth and exploring! 

AD.21 Busy Bee; amazing Sculpt 3D 
animation of a large flying bee! (Mb) 
AD.22 Democreators. Create your own 
demos with: Bootwriter, Bootmaker, 
Bootboy, Boot generator, etc... 

AD.23 Ship and Sphere; super smooth 
Ray Traced film of space ship flying 
round a glass ball. Masterpiece! (Mb) 
AD.24 NewTek Demo Reel 3; incredible 
demo of NewTek range featuring some 
of the best sampled sounds, digitised 
pictures and animations you will see 
anywhere! Stunning!!! (Mb-2 disks) 
AD.25 The Run; Outrun style 3D film of 
a Lotus weaving through motorway 
traffic with police car chasing (Mb) 

AD.26 Starline Mega; smooth hi-res full 
screen scrolling pics, crystal clear hi-fi 
sound samples, enormous scrolling text - 
highly recommended! 

AD.28 Stamp Collector; amusing film 
involving a ghostly magnifying glass 
examining some naughty stamps! 


AD.29 Predators Megademo; brilliant j 


demos including some truly amazing 
animation and 2 games! (2 disks) 

AD.32 Vision Megademo IV; superb 
digitised music and sound effects plus 
large graphics. Brilliant! 

AD.35 Robert the Mercenary; amusing 
animation sequence including a game 
where you can shoot some aliens! 
AD.36 Kefren's Megademo VIII; 10 
demos including; Kill the Beast (Shadow 
of the Beast meets Xenon 2), Walkman, 
Kill Victor, Vectormania..(2 disks) 

AD.37 Gymnast Demo; Ray Traced 
animation of a gymnast performing a 
high bar routine. Recommended! 

AD.39 Agatron Animations; 3D film of 
the USS Enterprise attacking USS 
Reliant. Plus walking Robot 

AD.40 Luxor Teenager; Variation on 
this classic involving 2 anglepoise lamps 
and a large red ball! 

AD.41 RGB; Badgekiller competition 
winner! Produced with Director (Mb) 
AD.42 Comic on a Disk; whole graphic 
novel, page by page, on screen! 

AD.44 Laurel and Hardy; Digitised clips 
from various films! (2 disks) 

AD.45 Star Trek, Dry Dock demo; the 
highly praised Ray Trace masterpiece! 
AD.46 Stealthy Manoevre II; cartoon 
style Stealth Fighter animation. 

AD.47 Walker Demo; the incredible 2 
megabyte animation (2Mb-2 disks) 


To order any of the above disks 
simply quote the required disk 
numbers. 

For a complete list of our PD 
software ask for a FREE 
catalogue! 
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What should you do 
if your Amiga’s heart 
stops beating? 
Paul T Whiteley 
takes his bedside 
manner to a sick 
machine 


HE Amiga is a well specified 
idiosyncratic machine. 
Commodore bought it from 


a team of designers who wanted to 
set a standard instead of following 
an existing one. The Amiga shares its 
68000 series main processor with the 
Apple Macintosh, Atari ST, the 
Sinclair QL and One per Desk 
machines. 

The main processor chip is where 
similarities end. At this point you 
enter a different plane. The hardware 
on the Amiga allows 4096 colours, 


stereo sound, sampling, MIDI, and a 
whole host of features brought by 
the foresight of a dedicated chip set 
and open architecture. 

The 1000 was the first Amiga, but 
the majority of machines in the UK 
are 500s. Together with a sprinkling 
of 2000s, a few 1500s and 3000s 
and not forgetting some interesting 
hybrids like the Checkmate 1500 and 
the Bodega Bay. 

With such a highly specified and 
complicated machine you could be 
forgiven for thinking that there’s 


nothing user friendly inside. Take 
care however and you could learn a 
lot about the Amiga ...and maybe 
even save yourself some money. 


Guaranteed to annoy 


Like all computers and electronic 
products, your Amiga comes with a 
stern warning. “Open me up and 
kiss your warranty bye bye.” 

If all you want to do is play 
games, (which is no bad thing to do) 
then leaving your Amiga intact prob- 
ably won't be any great loss. 

But if you want to repair or trou- 
bleshoot inside the machine, you'll 
have to forget the warranty or wait 
until it’s run out. 

If the machine is in warranty and 
it’s ceased to proceed, it's probably 
the responsibility of Commodore or, 
more likely, your friendly computer 
dealer to make it work again. If you 
are completely silly and are devoid of 
a functioning brain cell you'll still rip 
your Amiga open anyway. However if 
you have problems with a relatively 
new machine, get it fixed by the 
people responsible! 


Preventive medicine 


No matter what you do to protect 
your Amiga from the rigours of 
human foibles there will come the 
day when a clumsy labrador chews 
the cables or it meets some other 
catastrophe that results in loss of 
function either partial or total. 

Although the Amiga is a tough 
cookie, it will only take so much. And 
while we are talking about repairs 
and problems surely it makes more 
sense to treat your computer with 
care and respect. 

Do not spill anything near it, or 
on it. Remember when you attach a 
peripheral of any kind to the 
machine, secure all fastenings. If you 
don’t you could be gazing at an 
invoice. 

Those little thumbscrew things 
on the printer cable are not only for 
decoration. They secure the cable to 
the socket, thus making it more diffi- 
cult for a snagged cable to damage 
the socket. 

The same rule applies for every 
cable or connecter. Peripherals which 
attach to the multiway connector on 
the side can be a danger so if possi- 
ble secure them in such a way that 
they cannot move in relation to the 
work surface. 

A simple tip is to place a sheet of 


Amiga Computing 99 


wood or similar laid flat on the work 
surface. Mark out the position that 
your machine covers including all 
cables and peripherals and attach 
batons to the sheet. This will prevent 
the machine and its peripherals mov- 
ing around in relation to each other. 

Another way of avoiding costly 
repair bills is to make sure that all 
cables are secured in such a way that 
they cannot be snagged. 


Make mine a short 


One of the commonest problems 
with the Amiga or for that matter 
any home computer is live or dead 
short circuits caused by strain on 
cables. 

A dead short is the least harmful 
but sometimes the most difficult to 
track. This is caused when a cable, 
wire or track on a printed circuit 
board is broken by a sharp tug or 
strain. 

Normally, the net result is a mal- 
functioning computer that can be 
repaired by re-soldering or tracking. 
The live short is more dangerous. 
This is caused in the same way but 
instead of a line, wire or cable break- 
ing, two or more touch together. 
Because the circuit remains live, this 
can damage other components. 

The knock on effect of a live short 
is that several components may be 
unserviceable. In a bad case a live 
short can cause sparking and burn- 
ing. If this happens, insulate yourself, 
and remove the plug from the wall. 

By depriving your machine of its 
power you have assured that the 
damage cannot continue to get 
worse. 

If your problem is within a moni- 
tor and you intend to open it up and 
attempt diagnosis or repair, remem- 


Toolbox 


If you want to do your own repairs and fault finding you'll need these tools. 


Pliers 

Screwdrivers 

I/C inserter-extractor tool 

Multimeter 

Soldering iron 

solder 

Assortment of pieces of wire, sockets etc 
Rolls of insulating tape 


Solder pump or desoldering braid 
Multicore cable 

Wire cutters/snippers 

Bottle of Tequila 

Salt 

Lemon 

Anadin 

Alka Seltzer 


if you think that repairs are as important as your Amiga and want the ulti- 
mate posing tool for a technical anorak, you could spend £400 on an oscil- 
loscope confident that no one else would know how to use it either. 


ber that a monitor can carry a Jot of 
‘stored’ power and even when not 
plugged in can give you a shock big 
enough to stop your heart. If in 
doubt, leave well alone and call a 
professional. 


Bits and pieces 


If your job requires replacement of a 
component or an integrated circuit 
(chip), a few simple rules will make 
the job pass without problem. Work 
with plenty of light so that you can 
see what you're doing. 

Always keep plenty of open con- 
tainers around for screws and other 
bitties to avoid them ending up on 
the floor. Get any documentation or 
other paperwork into a place where 
you can 
easily refer to it. 

Prepare and label the components 
ready for replacement. This may 
sound a little silly but if you've two 
identical processors on the table how 
do you know which is faulty by look- 
ing? 

Do the job one step at a time, 
take notes and label everything that 
you have saying what it is and where 
it came from. If it’s possible to fit it in 


more than one way as in the case of 
an IC, describe its position. An IC 
won't work if it’s in backwards. 


Gone to war 


Work with the premise that you may 
be dragged away for a few months. 

When you get back you should be 
able to refer to your notes and con- 
tinue as if you hadn’t left. 

If there are any bits left when 
you've finished (and there will be) 
find out where they’re from and 
replace them. Manufacturers worry 
too much about money for any of 
those spare screws not to have a use. 
They do matter and should be 
replaced. 


And finally... 


Being able to work on your machine 
can be a useful skill and one to 
develop. Know your limitations and 
only take on jobs that you can either 
finish or ask a friend to supervise you 
through. If you open up your Amiga 
while there’s still warranty, it will be 
invalidated. If you start a job and it 
gets too much, bring in a profession- 
al. Better to look a right prat than 
wreck a good computer... 


SESE BE EWGoEsE S&S 


If you’re determined to try a few repairs or 
upgrades, don’t take on a job that’s beyond you. 
Most importantly, start with simple tasks that can 
be checked before you blow up your Amiga. 

Leads are an ideal initial repair job. You can fabri- 
cate or repair a monitor lead and test it without 


plugging it in. The important thing with a lead is to 
check continuity and be sure that there are no live 
shorts. This can be done (but it’s a fiddle) with a 
battery and flashlight bulb, a couple of wires and a 
pair of probes made from a steel needle and a mini 
crocodile clip. 

Each line on the lead can be checked and cross 
checked to be sure of the signal integrity. Another 
useful way to learn your way around the inside of 
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your machine is to fit an internal peripheral such as 
the Power Computing internal A500 hard drive, a 
large internal RAM expansion or the Vortex AT 
Once board. 

The AT Once is a good example as it comes with 
instructions that offer a step by step guide through 
the fitting of the boards illustrated with pho- 
tographs. 

The process involves opening the machine, 
removing keyboard and cover and removing the 
central processor and the gate array (GARY) from 
the board. There isn’t any soldering so it’s a job that 
requires manual dexterity and a little thought but 
no potentially destructive processes. In the mean- 
time happy hunting. 


Safety 
first 


Although your Amiga uses low 
voltages don’t work with the 
power on. A live short that you 
don’t know about could kill you. A 
read through the coroners reports 
of any town will confirm that lots 
of dead people knew better. 


Get a professional 


There’s no substitute for knowl- 
edge. Although you may think 
that you can tackle the occasional 
job on your machine, it's good to 
know that there are services avail- 
able that can do the work quickly 
and efficiently. 


FMG 


These are the people Commodore 
trust with servicing all Amiga’s sold 
in the UK. If your machine goes 
“pop” during the warranty period 
it will end up at their workshop. It 
is worth remembering that their 
expertise is available at a reason- 
able cost after your warranty 
expires. Commodore trust them, 
so you can too. 


Simpson Electronics: 

Supplier of parts and components 
for the Amiga. The firm will under- 
take most jobs and offer help and 
advice if you're going to attempt it 
yourself. 


Ladbroke: 

Initially an ST specialist, Ladbroke 
was quick to notice the potential 
of the Amiga and has technical 
staff able to undertake all kinds of 
Amiga repairs service and 
upgrades. 


Tandy: 

Chain store specialising in tools 
and components. Annoyingly they 
don’t seem to stock the unusual 
23D Amiga connectors but they 
generally have everything else that 
you need. 


Maplin: 

Catalogue company specialising in 
electronics. Catalogue on sale in 
WH Smith for £2. Worth getting 
for interesting projects. 
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did all this... and much more! 


WHERE 


Westar 


Cartoon Capers: Hilarious paw to claw 
fighting game with attention-grabbing 
digitised sound effects [Available soon} 


AMOS Paint: A feature-packed art pro- 
gram with fast zoom function and amaz- 
ing flexibility [Available soon] 


Mouthtrap: Super-fast and — super- 
playable arcade-style game with cleverly 
animated cute graphics [Available soon] 


Reversi: A stunningly presented Public 
Domain version of the classic Othello 
game with smoothly rotating counters. 


Music By: 
Design 
+ 


Bu: 
Code 


Jukebox: Plays a selection of music files 
with colourful, animated Vu-meters and 
spiralling logo [Public Domain] 


Xerxes’ Revenge: Adrenalin-pounding, 
fast-action horizontally scrolling shoot 
‘em up game [Now free with AMOS] 


With UK sales racing past the 25,000 mark since its launch 
in June, AMOS - The Creator has to be the biggest-selling 
non-game package ever for the Amiga. 

Every day new programs flood into Mandarin’s office: 
Games, educational programs, musical jukeboxes, 
scrolling demos, font definers — and all are a tribute to the 
sheer power and ease of use of AMOS. Its graphical power 
brings an unprecedented level of professionalism to even 
the most elementary programs. 

With AMOS it is simplicity itself to display pictures in 
any graphics mode (including HAM and overscan); add 
copper list rainbows; write text using any Deluxe Paint 
font; overlay windows; add pull-down menus; send soft- 
ware and hardware sprites spiralling round the screen; and 
add atmospheric music created in Soundtracker, Noise- 
tracker, Sonix or GMC. 

But AMOS also has a more serious side too: Amiga 
owners are creating icon-driven databases, in-company 
training programs, home finance packages, CDTV applica- 
tions and so on. 

AMOS is so successful that the independent AMOS 


Treasure Search: A Public Domain edu- 
cational coordinates game for over 5s 
with amusing digitised speech. 


Pukadu: Cute arcade-style strategy game 
with that professional touch to keep you 
playing [Shareware] 


list backdrops [Public Domain] 


Club already has more than 1,000 members (contact: The 
AMOS Club, 1 Lower Moor, Whiddon Valley, Barnstaple, 
Devon EX32 8NW). 

There’s also a rapidly expanding Public Domain 
library with more than 50 discs available (contact: Sandra 
Sharkey, 25 Park Road, Wigan, Lancashire WN6 7AA. Tele- 
phone: 0942 495261). 

With all this enthusiasm and support, AMOS is the 
perfect package to unleash your creativity and design pro- 
grams beyond your wildest dreams. 


AMOS is yours for only £49.99 


“Worth every penny — get it now!” 
— Amiga Format 


ANDAR 


SOFTWARE 


SkateTribe: Super-fast vertically scrolling 
skate game with bags of playability and 
captivating music [Available soon} 


Rainbow Warrior: A very impressive edi- 
tor which enables you to create copper 


ECLA 


Arcadia: Breakout at its best - with a 
colourful copper list backdrop and a 
built-in level designer [Public Domain]. 


trees 


Fun School 3: Beautifully animated fol- 
low-up to the number one best-selling 
Fun School 2 [Out now: £24.99} 


NEW! 


Version 1.2 
with extra 
features! 


Please send me: 
AMOS - The Creator 
and FREE Extras disc 


C1 lenclose a cheque for £49.99 payable 
to Mandarin Software 
P&P free in the UK. Add £2 for Europe. 


L} Please debit my Access/ 
Visa/Connect card number: 


HUH QU0U O00 OOO 


atabase Direct, FREEPOST, 
Ellesmere Port, South Wirral L65 3EB. 


24-HOUR ORDER HOTLINE: 051-357 1275 


WE WILL BEAT THAT 
PRICE UNTIL IT HURTS 


WE WILL BEAT THAT PRICE 
UNTIL IT SCREAMS 


MON] 


PUTER SYSTEMS 


LTD 


KI, Commodore & Philips computer products and peripherals, we will match any 
lower quoted price from any of our competitors and give you an extra £5.00 off. This 
ae only to genuine U.K. stock. Our staff will smile even if we lose money. 


NEW | 
4Mb bas K * sag 
AMIGA AMIGA 
AMIGA 500 MEGA PACK 
INCORPORATING 
AMIGA 500 + 


” 512K RAM * Three Manuals 


* {Mb Disk Drive * Operating System 
* 4096 Colours * Built-in Speech 

* Mouse * T.V. Modulator 

* Extra 512k RAM with Clock 


ony £285.00 


WITH 


8833 MK II Colour Monitor 
ONLY £449.00 


AMIGA 500 SKILL PACK 
INCORPORATING 


AMIGA 500 + 
” Disk Storage Box * Three Manuals 
” 4Mb Disk Drive * Operating System 
* 4096 Colours * Built-in Speech 
* Mouse Synthesis 
| * T.V. Modulator * EXTRA 512k RAM 
* Dust Cover * Mouse Mat 
“ 10 3.5" Disks * Dpaint Il 


*DIAMOND MEGA 10 GAMES* 

Chess Player 2150, Daiastorm, Dungeon Quest, 
E-Motion, Grand Monster Siam, Kid Gloves, 
Rick Dangerous, RF Honda, Shufflepuck 
Cafe, Soccer + Joystick 


onty £309.00 
WITH 
8833 MK II Colour Monitor 
ONLY £475.00 


Pack 


AMIGA 500 MEGA PACK 
INCORPORATING 

* Three Manuals 

* Operating System 

* Built-in Speech 


* 512K RAM 
* 1Mb Disk Drive 
* 4096 Colours 


* Mouse Synthesis 
* T.V. Modulator 


* MEGA PACK 20 GAMES * 

Chess Player, Datastorm, Dungeon Quest, 
E-Motion, Grand Monster Slam, Kid Gloves, 
Rick Dangerous, RF Honda, Shufflepuck Cafe, 
Soccer, Golden Axe, Hard Drivin, Phobia, North + 
South, Silkworm,Shockwave, Continental Circus, 
Turrican, X-Out, Ninja Warriors + JOYSTICK 


onLy £309.00 
WITH 
8833 MK II Colour Monitor 
ONLY£475.00 


Pack 


AMIGA 500 NINJA PACK 
INCORPORATING 
AMIGA 500 + 
” Disk Storage Box * Three Manuals 
* 1Mb Disk Drive * Operating System 
* 4096 Colours * Built-in Speech 
* Mouse Synthesis 
“ T.V. Modulator * EXTRA 512k RAM 
* Dust Cover * Mouse Mat 
* 10 3.5" Disks * Dpaint II 


*DIAMOND MEGA 10 GAMES* 
Golden Axe, Hard Drivin’, Phobia, North & South, 


Silk Worm, Shockwave, Continental Circus, Turrican, 


X out, Ninja Warriors + Joystick 


ony £309.00 
WITH 
8833 MK II Colour Monitor 
ONLY £475.00 


All prices exclude VAT 


NZ 
NEW Pack NEW 


AMIGA 500 AXE PACK 
INCORPORATING 


* Three Manuals 

* 1Mb Disk Drive * Operating System 
* 4096 Colours * Built-in Speech 

* Mouse Synthesis 

* T.V. Modulator 


* 512K RAM 


*140 GAMES * 

Golden Axe, Hard Drivin’, Phobia, 
North & South, Silk Worm, 
Shockwave,Continenta!l Circus, 
Turrican, Ninja Warriors 
+ JOYSTICK 
onLy £285.00 
WITH 
8833 MK II Colour Monitor 
ONLY £449.00 


pack 


EDUCATION PACK 
FROM DIAMOND 


* AMIGA 500 * Dust Cover 
* 512k RAM board * Funschool 
* Mouse mat 


ONLY £299.00 


INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS 


AMIGA MADE EASY part 1 
ONLY £13.00 
AMIGA MADE EASY part 2 
ONLY £13.00 


Diamond Retail Outlets 
Around The United Kingdom 


@ Dorset @Southampton 

© 0202 716226 © 0703 232777 

@Bristol @ London 

© 0272 693545 © 081 597 8851 

@Manchester @ Warwickshire 

© 061 257 3999 ® 0926 312155 
@ Edinburgh 


© 031 554 3557 


= FOR BUSINESS 


At DIAMOND COMPUTER SYSTEMS we can provide you with expert advice on all your business 
requirements. We always have a large range of computers and software in stock. In addition 
to our desktop range of both Amigas and PC compatibles, we also carry a wide choice of 
laptops and personal organisers. 
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Word 


THE v 


PACK 


PIN P 
QUALITY Pac '&DTP ate, PAC apts PacK 


COLOUR 


OMb RAM 
2Mb RAM 
4Mb RAM 
6Mb RAM 
8Mb RA 


For Details of Mr. Diamond’s Incredible A2000 Part Exchange Deals, See Page 3 Of This Advertisment 


For a very limited pe 
is virtually ¢ 3 


on Quest £4 TREE. AL SEE Een eee er eee 


ru ublishing..........Pa cae Bae TIE 


Blood Money 4.2. 


_ - 


ES = 


A = =| 


SWAP IT ar 
FOR ONLY —q 
£299.00 


GREAT AMIGA DEALS FROM DIAMOND 


B revision 


48Mb HD 
£789.00 


AMIGA 
A 1500 1Mb RAM, 
3.5" floppy disk drive, 
base machine with 2x 3.5" floppy disks 
and software pack £559.00 The NEW 


Commodore AMIGA 


all above + Monitor £735.00 


AMIGA 3000-25-40 25Mhz, 40 Mb hard di 
£1995.00 


with XT Bridgeboard £835.00 


WORE e SOU sal AMIGA 3000 sete expansion 
oe . : i 
visit Mr. Diamond and discover what £299.00 


your A500 is worth in part exchange 
This machine is a veritable workstation; it comes with 
Workbench 2.0 - The new Commodore Multi-tasking 


XT Bridgeboard 
5.25" floppy drive £129.00 


multisync monitor without having to fit a flicker fixer. It c: 


for professional use in the 1990's. 


AT Bridgeboard with either 
3.5" or 5.25" floppy drive £499.00 


IVS TRUMPCARD for AMIGA 1500 & 2000 
The IVS” Trumpcard is the top selling SCSI hard drive controller” Representing the 


AMIGA 3000-25-100 25Mhz, 100Mb hard disk 


Operating System - It can run the normal video monitor or a 


even run under UNIX. This is the machine to set the standard 


sk 


an 


If you have reached the limits of the A500 
then take advantage of the Diamond Part 
Exchange Upgrade Option. Swap your 

1Mb A500 for an A200 for ONLY £299.00 


Mr. DIAMOND AMIGA 2000 PACK 
A2000 Rev. B 48Mb Autobooting Hard Disk, 
28ms average access ONLY £789.00 
With Colour Stereo Monitor ONLY £959.00 


A2000 base machine £399.00 
Ex-demo A2000 


PC XT & AT Compatibility for AMIGA 
XT Bridgeboard 
5.25" floppy drive £129.00 
AT Bridgeboard with either 
3.5" or 5.25" floppy drive £499.00 


£549.00 


HARD DRIVE UNITS 


48Mb 28ms £199.00 
60Mb_ 20ms £239.00 
83Mb 20ms £285.00 


84Mb~28ms £239:00 
111Mb.15ms £449.00 
142Mb 15ms £499.00 
177Mb 15ms £599.00 
211Mb°15ms £629:00 


44Mb 28ms removeable 
cartridge drive. £539.00 


IVS. Trumpcard for above add £99.00 


latest in technology directly from the USA, it will fit in either the A1500 or A2000. It is ST157N-1 
the only controller which will support IBM, Amiga and Apple MAC partitions on one ST177N-1 
hard disk. This allows you to run software for the three main hardware platforms in one ST1096N 
machineNo-more*compatibility problems; only one’computercando'this: ST296N 
ST1126N 
ST11262N 
Memory Upgrades for your High Res AMIGA pal cal 
Amiga 1500 & 2000 with the 1024 x 768, 0.28 dot pitch 3.5" external 
SUPRA 8Mb RAM board Multisyne Monitor |) bie | svauest 
Bare board £69.00 £295.00 5 
2Mb populated’ £59:00 : : 
4Mb populated £117.00 To get those flicker free high res 
6Mb populated £175.00 modes, use the FLICKER FIXER 
8Mb populated £233.00 video card. ONLY £259.00 


Installation and formatting 


£25:00 


| Speed Up 
_ your'1500;°2000;'3000 witha 
Co-processor.Board 


Phone for details 


PHILIPS 


only £199 


VW 8833 MkII colour monitor 


C= 


D501 512k RAM card + clock 


D501 512k RAM card + 


ONLY £25.00 Disk Drive ONLY £69.00 
CHIPS & DISKS MONITORS PRINTERS & RIBBONS | 
We only sell new chips ALL PHILIPS U.K. MONITORS STAR 1c200 COLOUR £163.00 | 
A590 Memory chips HAVE 1 YEAR ON SITE CITIZEN 124D £162.00 
0.5Mb £15.00 OKIDATA LASER 400 £599.00 
1.0Mb £30.00 seca dy PHILIPS mns 1432 £99.00 
2.0Mb £59.00 CITIZEN SWIFT 24 P.O.A. — 
A590 2Mb Populated £279.00 NW/, WITH COLOUR P.O.A, | 
PANASONIC kxp/1123 £159.00 | 
8UP BOARD & CHIPS =a i OKIMATE 20 £130.00 — 
Bare Board (OMb) £69.00 STAR Lc MONO £119.00 
Bet Gost of Hear your eoearonter aig in sound STANT GEES coe 
specification oe wi | 
2Mb +£59.00 bills pimeered voven RIBBONS QUANTITY EACH | 
4Mb +£117.00 uy : 6 43 
6Mb +£175.00 ; d OKI 20 coLour £7.00 £6.50 £6.20 | 
8Mb +£233.00 RISMOND: Mulisyne Monnet OKI 20 BLack £6.60 £6.20 £6.00, 
SOLAS one a, PANASONIC kxp/1124 £7.50 £7.00 £6.50 | 
KXP 2 £3.95 £3.80 £3.60 
DISK CONTROLLER CARDS Only £189.00 oe ean Gian Ree 
The GRANDSLAM, new SCSI controller COMMODORE 1084/SD Monitor ts pieces ea 
from IVS. Extra Parallel port - space for Only £199.00 M.TALLY mreo £9.50 £2.70 £2.50 _ 
8Mb on board RAM 2 STAR Lc10 £3.95 £3.70 £3.50 | 
STAR LciocoLouR £6.50 £6.00£5.50 | 
ee Sa ce DISKS STAR Loza/to £6.50 £5.90 £5.50 | 
RBs Se sL pate lek coor lai iain: FOR A LIMITED PERIOD WE ARE EPSON Lxeoo £2.50 £2.10 £1.90 | 
Boece tor eb on Peat ae SELLING HIGH QUALITY 3.5" SONY AMSTRAD pmp4ooo £3.85 £3.70 £3.40 | 
ONLY £175.00 BULK DISKS AT ONLY £0.30 EACH an 
APPLICATIONS VIDEO SECTION AuDIO MUSIC aupio 
PAINT FRAMEGRAB All bbe Pesci len best audio and music 
m Mr. Diamond at the 
Rae ine, a coe Deluxe Paint Ill £49.00 DigiView Gold 4.0 £75.00 ee keenest prices 
atinum Works! d ne wy hy 
: Digipaint III £50.00 Rombo Vidi £69.00 Sas i 
ho Sse dha ae Photon Paint Il £20.00 Disney Animation MusicX ver 1.1 £59.00 
ProDraw 20 £69.00 Spritz £3.00 Studio £70.00 Perfect Sound £39.00 
Superbase 4.0 £99.00 Icon Paint £3.00 Audio Engineer £149.00 
Hyperbook £29.00 Comic Setter £20.00 MasterSound £25.00 — 
Descartes Maths £19.00 Quartet £33.00 
VIDEO TITLING MIDI I/F £26.00 
Video Studio £99.00 Keyboard £25.00 
LHC Microsales ( YW ( y ( ) NW Diamond Computers Ltd 
121 Regents Street H BE RDER 84 Lodge Road 
Leamington Spa - Warks Simply telephone through your order, giving your Access SOUTHAMPTON 
TEL 0926 312155 or Visa card Number or send a cheque or postal order to TEL 0703 232777 
FAX 0926 883432 your Local Dealer. FAX 0703 232679 
VY OPEN ON SUNDAYS ¥ All prices exclude VAT unless otherwise stated. : 
. aA Next Day Courier Service Delivery £10.00 
ee Diamond Computers Ltd » eat 27 DUCT: SEPVIEG SP OMEN) ae Diamond Computers Ltd 
144 Ferry Road Please allow 5 working days for cheque clearance. NW 406 Ashly Road 
° Reaiabureh Bankers drafts clear on the same day POOLE - Do 
ee in urg e All prices are correct at time of going to press but may change without notice, i rset 
rs Scotland o TEL 0202 716226 
rs TEL 031 554 3557 o FAX 
A OPEN ON SUNDAYS A THE 
é Diamond Computers Ltd Diamond Computers Ltd 
1022 Stockport Road D I A M O N D V 227 Filton Avenue 
Manchester Bristol 
FAX 061 257 3997 © in the extremely unlikely event that you are able to FAX 0272 693223 
find a better price on any goods currently available 
through Diamond, then we will match that price; and NW LAN Computer Systems 
on Commodore & Philips products we will not only 1045 High Road 
match the price of our competitors, we will even give you Chadwell Heath - 
£5.00as well? Romford 


This does not apply to sales or special prices 
and only applies at the time of purchase. 


TEL 081 597 8851 
FAX 081 590 8959 


THANK (2:25 
T'S FRIDAY! 
April '91 saw the launch of 


an electronic enferfainment 


magazine with a difference 


= if comes ouf every week! 


@ Massive £20,000+ software © The best quality coverage in 

giveaway compo! full colour from the biggest 
editorial team on any UK games 

@ More coverage of the games magazine! 

scene than any other magazine 

- over 140 editorial pages per © Available every Friday 

month! priced 60p from just about 


every newsagent in the UK! 
@ Coverage of every games 
machine on the market © The first news, the latest 
including: Amiga, Atari ST, C64, reviews, the telling interviews - 
Spectrum, Sega, Nintendo etc buy it every week! 


ee) | oS 


Probably the world’s most exciting weekly guide to games 


hen the time comes to 
add extra beef to your 
Amiga, there are some 


fairly obvious areas that deserve 
attention. Most people soon realise 
that an extra half meg of memory 
and an external floppy drive would 
be nice. The next stage is normally 
to add a better mouse or a monitor. 

So what next? In this concluding 
part of "Expand and Deliver" we set 
our sights a little further afield and 
investigate networking modems, 
genlocks, emulators and all those 
other bits of kit that people seem to 
buy, and then find a use for... 


Data sharing 


Do you feel lonely when you use 
your Amiga? If so, then a modem 
could be the answer to your dreams. 
Made famous by such scare-monger- 
ing movies as ‘War Games’, the 
modem will let you communicate 
with other computer users by linking 
your machine to the standard tele- 
phone network. 

Using a modem costs money, so 
it’s worth investing in the fastest 
modem you can afford, although 
you must also be aware that many 
on-line systems cannot cope with 
certain speeds. Some on-line systems 
support 4800 baud modems, but the 
vast majority won’t support anything 
faster than a 2400 baud modem. 

The price of modems has dropped 
considerably in the last two years or 
$0, so getting on-line is not quite as 
expensive as you might believe. 
Typically, a fairly well endowed 2400 
baud modem can be picked up for 
around £180. 

Closer to home, it’s also possible 
to connect together several Amigas 
in a network, therefore allowing 
them to share programs and periph- 
erals (hard drives, printers etc). In a 
professional environment, network- 
ing can cut the cost of upgrading 
several Amigas by a considerable 
amount — instead of having to buy 
such things as hard drives for each 
machine, you can buy one 
large drive (which usu- 
ally works out 
cheaper) and 
share it 
between 


several machines. Several companies 
now produce network systems, 
although it's worth checking out all 
the options available before splash- 
ing out. As the old rule stipulates, 
don’t buy the first that you see - you 
may live to regret it! 

Working along the same lines as a 
modem, you can also set up your 
Amiga to send and receive facsimile 
(fax) messages. Currently two such 
systems exist - Michtron’s FastFax 
and Applied Engineering’s DataLink 
system. Michtron’s product is per- 
haps the better of the two, but it'll 
set you back £600 (a real fax can be 
picked up for just £400!). 


Video visuals 


Video graphics are an all-important 
aspect of Commodore's marketing 
strategy, so it comes as no surprise 
that the video hardware market has 


been flooded with innovative prod- 


ucts ranging from gen- 
locks and flicker 
fixer cards, to 24- 
bit frame buffers 
which offer near 
broadcast quality dis- 
plays. 

Genlocking is one 
application that really sets 
the Amiga apart from its 
closest rival. For little more 
than a £100, you can overlay 
computer graphics onto a com- 
posite video source to create 
titles and special effects for your 
home movies. | won't go into too 
much depth about the kind of fea- 
tures you should be looking for - 
you'll find these within my Desktop 
Video column elsewhere within this 
issue. 

Moving into the realms of profes- 
sional video graphics, the last six 
months have seen an explosion in 
the number of 24-bit graphics cards 
available for the Amiga. Most are a 
bit on the pricey side (£1500+), but 
several companies in the States have 
started to market budget 24-bit 
cards that costs little more than 
a couple 
of hun- 
dred 
pounds. 

Most 
promising of 
all these is the 
HAM-E 24-bit 
RGB card from 
Black Belt Systems. 
Their card runs on all 
Amigas and sells for just 


Expand 
and deliver 


Jason Holborn uses his peripheral 


vision to conclude Amiga Com 
expansion quie 


$300. 
It offers full 
compatibility with a 
range of 24-bit file formats 
including 24-bit IFF, Targa, GIF, 
Dynamic HiRes and SHAM formats, 
plus a load more besides. It comes 
complete with 24-bit paint and ren- 
dering software, making it an excit- 
ing proposition for anyone interested 
in Amiga graphics. Expect a full 
review soon, 

Interlacing may be a real pain on 
the eyes, but it’s just the ticket for 
video work. However, if you've tired 
out the old interlace hop, then you 
can rid your machine of it forever by 
fitting any one of a number of flicker 
fixer cards. These ingenious devices 
convert the Amiga display to a rock 
steady. picture that would put a VGA 
PC to shame. Unfortunately, you also 
need to buy an expensive multisync 
montor, so they're very much 
restricted to the more affluent Amiga 
users amongst you. 

On the horizon is the most excit- 
ing video peripheral yet. Currently 
only available in NTSC format, 
NewTek are hard at work on a PAL 
version of their ground-breaking 
VideoToaster effects system. It com- 


puting's 


broadcast quali- 
ty genlock and effects 
system, with 24-bit graphics 
capabilities. Don’t expect it for a fair 
old time yet, though. 


Hard drivin’ 


Floppy drives are all well and good, 
but they have a number of distinct 
disadvantages. For starters, they are 
soooo slooow — even relatively small 
files seem to take an eternity to load. 
Secondly, even the Amiga’s fairly well 
hung drives just can’t handle enough 
data. They're ok if you're using your 
Amiga for nothing more than a bit of 
word processing, but you'll soon 
start to feel held back once you start 
messing around with 24-bit graphic 
and PostScript files. 

Of course what you really need is 
a mass storage device, the most 
common of which is the hard drive. 
If you've never used a hard drive- 
based Amiga, then you simply won't 
even be able to comprehend what a 
difference such a device makes to 
the Amiga. Suddenly everything 
becomes so much smoother and so 
much faster. No more do you have 
to mess around with disk swapping — 
everything is there on a single high 
speed storage device. 

Hard drives come in a range of 
different sizes, starting at about 20 
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Mbytes and moving up to multi- 
gigabyte in size. Most cheap Amiga 
hard drives offer 20 Mbytes of stor- 
age, but it’s worth spending a little 
more for a higher capacity drive — 
preferably at least 40 Mbytes. You 
may think that 20 Mbytes sounds 
like an awful lot of storage, but you'll 
be surprised how quickly it'll get 
filled. 

With the imminent launch of 
Commodore's CDTV system, another 
storage device worth considering is 
that of CD-ROM. You can’t directly 
write to a CD-ROM disc (you'll need 
a £3000+ WORM drive for that!), but 
they have one very major advantage 
over hard drives — their sheer size. A 
single CD-ROM disc can store over 
600 Mbytes of data, which is over 30 
times that which Commodore's 
A590 can handle. 

Commodore have announced 
that they will be producing an exter- 
nal CD-ROM drive for existing 
Amigas later this year, but US-based 
Xetec have beaten them to it. 
Xetec’s drive is fully CD-TV compati- 
ble, so you'll still be able to take 
advantage of CD-TV software once it 
is made available. 

To keep you going, Xetec actually 
include a free ‘Fish & More’ CD- 
ROM disc which contains the entire 
Fred Fish collection of PD disks — all 
360 of them! 

If you're using a hard drive, things 
can go wrong - read writes errors 
are a regular occurance, but by far 
the worst fear of hard drive users is 
the dreaded head crash which usual- 
ly results in you losing everything on 
your drive. 

What you need is a backup 
device. If you're using a high capaci- 
ty drive, then a good bet is a tape 
streamer, a sort of glorified tape 
recorder which backs up an entire 
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micro, or even an ST.... 


Spectrum 48k! 


into a fully functional clone of 
an Apple Macintosh, 
therefore allow- 
ing your 
Amiga 


hard drive onto dedicated tapes that 
look not unlike those of the audio 
variety. 

Once again, Xetec also produce a 
tape streamer which they sell for 
about $500. These come in two sizes 
— 60 Mbytes and 150 Mbytes - and 
are bundled with all the neccessary 
software to get you started. 

If you can’t quite afford a hard 
drive, then a high density floppy 
drive may just be the thing your 
looking for. Applied Engineering pro- 
duce a 3.5in high density drive 
which can pack a whopping 1.52 
Mbytes of data onto a single high 
density floppy. This can be bought 
for about £130. 


Modes rule OK! 


The Amiga 500 is a pretty se 


versatile machine as far 

as expansion possibilities 

go, but it’s still not as 
expandable as its big brothers, 
the A2000 and A3000. 
However, spotting a gap in the 
market, several manufacturers 
have come up with ‘expansion mod- 
ules’ which allow the Amiga 500 to 
use hardware devices designed 
exclusively for the high end-Amigas. 


With little more than an inexpensive piece of 
hardware and some clever software, you can trans- 
form your Amiga into a clone of just about any 
major computer you can think of. There are emula- 
tors for all the major 8-bit micros — the BBC, the 
C64, the QL (yes, the QL is an 8-bit!) and even the 


For the poseurs amongst you, it's even 
possible to transform your Amiga 


Undercover Amigas 


Question: When is an Amiga not an Amiga? 
Answer: when it’s a Mac, a PC, a Unix system, a BBC 


to take advnateg of the vast range of quality pro- 
ductivity software (well, DTP software, actually) 


available for Apple's baby. 


St 


» 


market. 


The first to arrive was the A1500 
from London-based Checkmate 
Digital. For £230, Checkmate’s 
expansion console is a solid replace- 
ment casing for the A500 that makes 
the machine look more like its big 
brother, the A2000. The keyboard is 
brought out of the A500 casing to 
live in its own external steel casing 
which is attached to the main system 
unit via a curly cable. It provides 
space for two drives internally, plus 
an extra kit is available to allow A500 
owners to move the A590 hard drive 
inside the A1500. 

Checkmate are still hard at work 
on an extra ‘OverRider’ module 
which promises to add A2000 
expansion slot-compatibili- 
ty to the 


Things really start to hot up when it comes to 
emulating a PC compatible - there are now no 
fewer than four different hardware 

PC emulators available! For the 


A500, the best is undoubtedly 
, Bitcon’s KCS Power PC Card, 
® although SDUL's ATonce is still 
mK worth a look just because 
, of its multitasking capa- 
bilities. 
For those of 
you with megabucks 
to spare, then 
-, Commodore's 
new Unix card 
for the A3000 
is well worth 
checking out. It’s a 
complete Unix system on a 
card that's based around the lat- 


* est release of AT&T's multitasking, mul- 
. tiuser operating system. You may not have 
heard a great deal about it on the home computer 
scene, but Unix is big business in the corporate 


A1500. This has been in the pipeline 
for over a year now, but Checkmate 
recently revealed that the kit is finally 
reaching completion. 

More promising still is the Bodega 
Bay modular expansion console from 
US-based hardware manufacturer, 
California Access. Unlike the 
Checkmate unit, the Bodega Bay 
offers full 2000-card compatibilty as 
standard, split between four A2000 
100-pin slots (for RAM expansions, 
hard drives etc) plus three overlap- 
ping XT/AT-compatible slots. The 
Bodega bay can handle the 
acclaimed Bridgeboard PC emulator, 
plus there’s an option to have an 
A2000 video slot fitted (for such 


SES things as genlocks etc). 
—— 
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Explore the wide, wide world 
of communications with 
your computer... : 


Connect your EuroLink modem to your computer and telephone and you're ready 
to go — to explore the rapidly-expanding world that lies beyond your keyboard. It 
turns your computer into a COMPLETE communications centre...a telex machine, 
a fax machine, an electronic mail terminal. It lets you keep up to date with the 
latest news, sport and weather. It becomes a retrieval tool that lets you search out 
and store data from the world's leading electronic libraries. It enables you to 
download a wide variety of free software, from productivity packages to leisure 
programs. With your EuroLink modem you can access 

leading information services such as the UK's Prestel/ ONLY 
Micronet and Telecom Gold, a multitude of bulletin boards, 


and the biggest of them all, the world-beating CompuServe. +VAT 


What the EuroLink modem offers 


ICH SPEED Mone a 


EXTRA! 


Every purchaser of a EuroLink modem will be 
given FREE membership of CompuServe — the 
world's largest online information service. You'll 
be sent your own personal ID number and 
password, a copy of the monthly CompuServe 
magazine, and $15 FREE usage credit. 

You will also find out how you'll be joining 
700,000 other members in more than 100 countries 
all round the world, about the hundreds of special 
interest groups, including some dedicated to your 
Own computer so that you can chat online to 
people with similar interests to yours. You will be 
told about the 1,400 plus databases you can reach 
through your keyboard, and the vast library of 
nearly 30,000 public domain and shareware 
programs you can download straight into your 
computer. 

And CompuServe, plus your EuroLink modem, 
also turns your computer into a 24-hour fax and 
telex machine! 


It's all you need to become 
art of a very friendly and 
helpful online community! 
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O eae : ORDER FORM i 

@ Four speeds — including 2400 baud : i 
e | Ili " lled Please send me a EuroLink modem with power supply and lead to connect to my computer 

ntelligent microprocessor controlle I for the special offer price of £263.35 (incl. VAT and p+p.). Also send me my FREE ! 

@ Autodial, Autoanswer, Auto redial H CompuServe membership pack. : 

@ Automatic baud rate scanning |__| wish to pay by: (J Cheque/Eurocheque enclosed made payable to EuroLink I 

@ Auto terminal baud rate sensing ; _] Access/Mastercard/Eurocard/Barclaycard/Visa/Connect Expiry date : 

@ Easy-to-understand built-in Help pages Peo hi LILI LEI LEE I Leb / 1 

@ 32-number telephone directory - eis SnA6d : 

@ Six progress-checking LED indicators St pus ee, a. H 

e fe SS danas ga cea ate wasmennasainacianws deca aiewan taste vveeaa ee waca moan cutvends aaeebsaenetaaa cnsakannmewesceniuuwaevnaeseearaess 

@ Software-controlled pulse/tone dialling : : 

a External plug-mounted power supply I ae Prereeerer eee rer rere tree tere ee eee aap See eeeeeeeeeesesees I 

@ Built-in 'watchdog 1 circuitry : Daytime telephone number in case of quieries .. : 

@ Internal loudspeaker APPRO sai l MY COMPULCD IS aivrsesrisscessesseserenventyisssiaseemusesaeeaaerecnanccnuuayetsd State gata and model I 

@ Fully Hayes compatible telecomm s specified | Send to: Eurolink, Europa House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP. I 

a ee P bay oes aro PHONE ORDERS: 0625 878888. FAX ORDERS: 0625 9966 1 

@ Fully BABT approved Ni eae oe oe 
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THE THREE BEARS (5 - 10) 
IBM, ST, CPC, AMIGA. 
Superbly reviewed educational 
adventure. Develops reading and 
imagination. 


MAGIC MATHS (4-8) 

IBM, PCW, ST, AMIGA. 

Highly rated ey maths 
rams. Selection of games. 

Add and Subtract. 


MATHS MANIA (8 - 12) 

IBM, PCW, ST, AMIGA. “The best 
primary programs | have yet seen.” 
Multiply, Divide, Maths Skills. 


BETTER SPELLING (8 - 18) 
IBM, ST, PCW, AMIGA, CPC, 
BBC, CBM (D). Highly acclaimed 

tutor. Receiv excellent reviews. 
Chalnone. 
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~ Outputting of your Amiga files to our 
LASER PRINTERS at 300 dpi 
or to our LINOTRONIC 300 at 
1200, 1600 or 2500 dpi, sais 
onto paper or film. 
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JUNIOR TYPIST (4 - 10) 
IBM, ST, AMIGA. Keyboard trainer 
which helps spelling. 


THE BEST IN EDUCATION 


HOW TO ORDER 


3. Ring credit card number. 

4. Ring for advice. 

5. Ask your dealer to order. 

Prices: 

IBM 514 or 31/2, ST & STE, AMIGA £22.95 
CPC, PCW, CBM (disks) ___ £16.95 
FREE CATALOGUE 

ORDER DIRECT TO: 

School Software Ltd., 


call far free aay 


Tait Business Centre, 

Dominic Street, Limerick, Ireland. 
Tel: (U.K.) 010 353-61-45399. 

Fax Orders: 010 353-61-44315. 
Credit Card Hotline (U.K.): 

010 353-61-45399. 

Others Tel: 010 353-61-45399. 


BETTER MATHS (12 - 16 GCSE) 
IBM, PCW, ST, AMIGA, CPC, 

CBM (D). Very comprehensive 
coverage of all the major aspects of 
maths for this age group. Excellent 


.7.F or CGF EMes praise 


Ll ——« 
843 WESTERN BOULEVARD 
NOTTINGHAM. NG8 SEG 
TELEPHONE 


£0602 420528 


eS Onany 


CALL FOR INFORMATION AND DEMO DISK 


0530 411485 


ASTGOW 


Cites 
VISA 


0530 411485 


YOU NEED 512K NOW 
HOW MUCH WILL YOU NEED 
TOMORROW? 


THE NEW ASHCOM RAM EXPANSION IS EXPANDABLE 


T01.8Mb 
GIVING YOU 2.3Mb OF AUTOCONFIGURE SYSTEM RAM 


FEATURES: 

Real Time clock/calendar with high 
capacity Nicad battery backup 

* Memory disable switch 

* Low power consumption 

* Buffered Data Bus (Essential for high 
capacity Ram boards) 

Plugs in as A501 NO SOLDERING!!! 

* 12 Months warranty 

* Configures to 1 Mb chip ram when 
FATTER AGNUS is enabled 

* Works with 1.2 and 1.3 kick start 
All prices include VAT and delivery. 


8372A 
FATTER AGNUS 
£59.00 


1.3 KICKSTART 
ROM 
£28.00 


ONLY £59.955 for 512K version. 

Expander Board £15.95. 

Expanded to 1Mb £99.95 

Expanded to 1.5Mb £128.95 

Fully expanded to 1.8Mb only £154.95 

ASHCOM 512K RAM EXPANSION WITH REAL 

TIME CLOCK/CALENDAR AND DISABLE SWITCH 

ONLY £39.50 


WITHOUT CLOCK £34.50 
Gives 1Mb chip RAM with Fatter Agnus 


NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW 


BOOT SELECTOR Selects DFO or DFl as boot drive and 
£30 | |WITH ANTI CLICK § @liminates that annoying click when 


ONLY £41 9.95 drive is empty. 


Easy to fit - just plug in! 


READ THIS 


FREE REGISTRATION WITH THE 
ASHCOM USER CLUB 


Fill in the coupon below to register 
with the Ashcom User Club and 
receive exclusive information on new 
Ashcom products. With each free 
mailshot you will receive a massive 
10% discount voucher. 


10% discount off any order received 
with registration. No more endless 
sifting through adverts for a good 
deal. 

r eee eee a | 


Name 


Address l 


Postcode | 


LY? obligation to order when registering 


Only from ASHCOM, 10 The Green, Ashby-De-La-Zouch, Leicestershire, LE6 5JU 
2222,, §elephone: (0530) 411485 Fax: (0530) 414433 


| 
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Cc 
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This mega compilation includes four full- 
length games PLUS a designer T-shirt! 

@ Chambers Of Shaolin, Warp, Leavin’ Teramis 
and The Seven Gates Of Jambala represent 
Thalion’s first year of blockbusting releases. This 
amazing package has something for everyone 
from martial arts to humour and from fun to sus- 
pense. You will be swept along in the adventurous 
journey which will keep you amused for hours. 


And when you subscribe to Amiga Computing this 
whole package can be yours for free! 


Oo M 


GASTEINER 
MOUSE 


Essential kit for all aspiring desktop 
publishers, graphics artists, spreadsheet 
operators and anyone who takes their 
computing seriously. 

@ The Gasteiner mouse is a top quality precision 
product that we're making available at an unbeat- 
able price — exclusively to our subscribers. 


UBSCRIBE NOW! TO 


UK ONLY 


INCARCERATED BY THE ¢ 
YOU HAVE ONLY ONE MEANS 


CORPORATION 


With Corporation you play the role of an 
agent commissioned from the ZODIAC 
agency to infiltrate the headquarters of 
a multi-national conglomerate sus- 
pected by the Government of producing 
dangerous life forms for sale to un- 
friendly foreign arms dealers. 

@ Use of the lift allows you access to 16 floors 
which are loaded with security cameras, infra-red 
beams, damage repair spiders and a whole host 
of man made cyborgs hell bent on your destruc- 
tion. It's offered free to Amiga Computing sub- 
Ss 


Subscription orders received before May 21 will commence with the July issue | 


a | 


I Please tick the appropriate box 
| 12 months’ Subscription 


New Renewal are | 
UK £34.95 a5 ee Payment: please indicate method (W) , 
Europe/Eire £39.95 = 9598 |__| 9599 Cheque/Eurocheque made payable to Interactive Publications Ltd —— i 
ee ce et 7 
Reger enaal ghee oa ge Access/Mastercard/Eurocard/Barclaycard/Visa/Connect ‘Date |_ 


Subscription Offers (choose ONE only) 


eee eae, 


Gasteiner Mouse £9.95  [— 9502 q 
ee Soe Bee Wes Send to: Europress Direct, FREEPOST, Ellesmere Port, _ 
South Wirral L65 3EB (No stamp needed if posted in UK) | 
Name —_Signed 
Order at any 
Address 


time of the 


By fax: 051-357 2813 
General queries: 051-357 2961 


Post Code 


day or night 


Don't forget to give your name, 
address and credit card number 


j Daytime telephone number in case of queries 


Looking for a professional DTP 
package? Saxon Publisher comes 
bounding in with boxfuls of delight, 
but it's not for the faint-hearted, as 
Richard Williams found out 


The 
Saxon 


rames and boxes with little 
| you can grab hold 

of with your mouse pointer 
are well-known to users of desktop 
publishing systems. 

With their bounding boxes, the 
developers of Saxon Publisher, 
Canadian company Saxon Industries, 
claim to have gone one better. 

Before revealing the delights of 
the Saxon boxes, and describing 
some of the package’s other features, 
one or two of which might lead the 
easily-frustrated to use a few choice 
Anglo Saxon phrases, | offer for the 
uninitiated a few words of explana- 
tion regarding boxes and frames in 
desktop publishing. 

They are the containers for the 
material - text and graphics — that 
goes into a myriad of publications 
from professionally produced maga- 
zines like this one (I have to say this 
to please the editor) with full colour 
separations output to a very high 
resolution phototypesetter, to the 
humble parish magazine printed on 
a mono 9-pin dot matrix machine. 

With frames and boxes, you con- 
trol the flow, position, shape and 
angle of text and graphics, and usu- 
ally quite a lot more besides, 
depending on the power of the 
package you are using. 

One excellent feature of the 
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Saxon’s bounding box is that, unlike 
some packages, there is no distinc- 
tion between text and graphics 
boxes. The law according to Saxon 
could be stated as “a box is a box is 
a box”. 

This makes for less option select- 
ing and also allows you to mix text 
and graphics in the same box with- 
out hassle. 


The real magic 


Although it may seem like a restric- 
tion at first, there are sound reasons 
for all printable elements being 
attached to bounding boxes - yes, 
that’s right, without them there’s 
absolutely nothing you can place on 
the pages of your earth-shattering 


publication or document. 

You see, the real magic of a pack- 
age like this is that the boxes can be 
manipulated in many ways to alter 
the representation of the items they 
contain. 

It really is very easy to rotate, 
scale, skew, flip, expand or compress 


objects in just a few seconds. The 
Saxon box definition requester — one 
of the several dialog boxes asking 
you to specify parameters — shows 
you a representation of your box 
which changes angle as you select 
different rotation angles, a neat little 
trick which shows you fairly precisely 


Tagging along... 


One of the most important functions provided by any 
DTP program is the formatting of text blocks. In most 
documents, textual components will be the primary focus, 
the graphics elements serving as a secondary highlight. 

For maximum effect, text blocks must be well laid out 
with proper spacing, sizing and highlights to differentiate 
titles, headings and body text. 

And, of course, once you've created one or several 
styles, you don’t want to have go through the same pro- 
cedures again every time you create a document. 

A type style, fairly easily created through the medium 


of Saxon’s requesters — boxes which pop up asking you to 
select or write in options — is a complete definition of 
parameters for rendering a paragraph, containing all the 
information about font, type size, texture and spacing. 
Once a type style has been defined, you give it a name 
and it appears in a list on Saxon’s sidebar. 

The great advantage is that paragraphs can be for- 
matted and reformatted simply by highlighting them and 
clicking on an available tag style. All style tags can be 
saved and retrieved for later use in any document. 

In other words, you never have to create a style twice. 


abel 


[Try] 


The result you 
sould achieve if 
you work 
through Saxon’s 
basic tutorial 


what you're going to get. Having 
this large measure of control over 
boxes helps the typesetting process 
from both the user’s and the com- 
puter’s perspective. 

Incidentally, not all boxes need to 
be rectangles. You can create free- 
hand boxes with any number of cor- 
ners. 


Hardware demands 


Before we go any further, some 
words of caution for the unexpanded 
and the slightly expanded. You either 
won't be able to run the program at 
all, or at least you'll find it very diffi- 
cult. 

Saxon is a powerful program, not 
intended for the fickle or faint-heart- 
- ed, and that applies to the hardware, 
too. You really need a minimum of 
two 3.5in drives, although the man- 


ual says you can “theoretically” make 
use of the program with a single 
drive, but “at great inconvenience”. 

Unless your system has a hard 
disk, at least two floppy drives are 
needed to make working copies of 
the program. For those producing 
large and/or complex volumes, a 
hard disk is highly recommended. 

Oh, and you'll need at least 1 
megabyte of memory. 

Although Saxon works properly 
with any standard Amiga display, a 
high persistence monitor is recom- 
mended to reduce the flicker caused 
by the highest resolution mode, 
which is what Saxon runs in. 
Unfortunately, long persistence phos- 
phor monitors come very expensive 
compared with standard NTSC 
colour monitors. 

The alternative is to use a flicker- 
fixing device. An inexpensive 
polarised screen can improve the sta- 
bility of the display dramatically. 

The review copy of Saxon version 


1.1 that | used provided direct sup- 
port only to PostScript compatible 
printers and phototypesetters. 
However, I’m assured the released 
version will provide dot matrix sup- 
port as well. 

Well, if that lot hasn’t put you off, 
you must either have the bee's knees 
in hardware or be prepared to spend 
a good deal of money, and also want 
to produce quality documents or 
publications. At any rate, this will be 
the assumption for the rest of this 
review. 

The best way to learn about 
Saxon’s excellent facilities, and its 
few niggling bits, is to work through 
the Basic Tutorial in the manual and, 
if you survive that, the Advanced 
Tutorial which follows it. 

Enter the first niggling bit — there 
are NO illustrations at all in either 
tutorial to show you what you 
should be achieving as you draw and 
manipulate your boxes, import your 
text and graphics and create your 
type styles and templates. The 
author seems to assume that you've 
read and remembered all the other 
parts of the manual. 

| did eventually realise, however, 
that the the results to which the 
tutorials should lead you are includ- 
ed on disk, and you could, of course, 
print this out before you begin. 
Unfortunately, the bounding boxes, 
the sidebar containing your tools, 
filenames of imported text and 
graphics etc, are NOT on the fin- 
ished job, so there’s still no easy 
answer. 

Take a tip from one who's suffered 
- make sure you read the 
Fundamental Concepts and 
Operating Parameters sections of the 
manual before going through the 


Lots of control over pretty colours 
and shapes thanks to Saxon’s 
drawing and bounding box facilities 
and other advanced features 


tutorials. The 20 minutes this will 
take will pay handsome dividends. 

If you still have the occasional 
problem identifying what’s on 
screen, look it up in the Specific 
Reference, Sidebar or Menu Strip 
sections. 


The four modes 


Apart from their lack of illustrations, 
the tutorials adequately demonstrate 
the features of Saxon. There are four 
modes of operation. 

All manipulations to text and 
boxes are performed in Cursor 
Mode, when the pointer, or arrow, is 
the active tool. In this mode, all 
screen display parameters, including 
colour, are in force and it does seem 
to take an age on occasion for the 
screen to redraw itself after a 
change. 

In Paragraph Mode, you perform 
all operations relating to type styles, 
as well as formatting of paragraph 
styles. Drawings created within 
Saxon Publisher itself, bounding box 
outlines and onscreen colours don’t 
appear in this mode, since they are 
not required for text formatting. 
Things happen a lot faster as a con- 
sequence. 

Text Mode allows you to manual- 
ly enter characters into bounding 
boxes. You could write the publica- 
tion you are working on in this way, 
though the idea with Saxon, as with 
all DTP packages, is that you import 
pre-prepared text and graphics, with 
only the odd headline, standfirst and 
caption to be written in directly. You 
also have the full range of facilities 
for editing and formatting text. 
Again,-the display is a simple one in 
this mode, to keep things moving 
quickly. 

Finally, Drawing Mode allows the 
creation and manipulation of struc- 
tured drawings within your docu- 
ments. A good range of tools 
includes line, bezier curve, connect- 
ed line, rectangle, ellipse, polygon, 
and smooth line (similar to connect- 
ed line but the angles where lines 
meet are converted to smooth 
curves). Rectangle, ellipse and poly- 
gon have filled versions as well for 
those who want to put textures into 
their drawings. 

Drawing mode only affects draw- 
ings generated within the program. 
Externally generated drawings can 
only be manipulated while in cursor 
mode. 

When Saxon first loads, the main 
area of interest onscreen is a panel 
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down the left side of screen, called 
the Sidebar. 

This contains gadgets for selecting 
the four modes as outlined above, 
text style gadgets (plain, bold, italic 
and underline), and the screen posi- 
ton gadget showing the portion of 
the document currently displayed on 
screen (magnifications of 30 per cent 
to 300 per cent are available). 

The sidebar also contains the tag 
list. In paragraph mode, this contains 
the names of any text or graphics 
files which were generated externally 
and imported into your document or 
publication. 

One of the delightful features of 
Saxon is that you can import files at 
any stage, right at the start of docu- 
ment creation, if you like, without 
having so much as placed a bound- 
ing box on a page. 

What happens is that the name of 
the file - the tag - sits in the list in 
the sidebar until you've created a 
box or several boxes for it. Then, 
simply click on the tag and the text 
or graphic appears in whichever box 
is selected. If it’s text which needs to 
be run into several boxes, clicking on 
the next box to select it, then click- 
ing once more on the tag will flow 
the text on from the precise point at 
which it ended in the previous box. 

As you continue to run in text in 
this way, it flows over or around any 
graphic elements according to the 
parameters you have given in the rel- 
evant requester to the boxes con- 
taining them. 

In paragraph mode, the tag list 
displays a list of style tags. The 
“New” gadget at the bottom of the 
tag list enables you to create a new 
style tag, which initially will be the 
same as whichever tag was high- 
lighted when you clicked on “New”. 


Add some texture 
Objects in Saxon Publisher can be textured in a variety of ways. Every 
page, box, style tag and internally generated structured drawing has a 
user-definable texture associated with it. 

Options include bitmapped backgrounds, outlining thickness, transpar- 
ent and solid colours. 

As far as text is concerned, outlines, backgrounds and drop shadows 
can have any solid colour hue associated with them. 

In the texture requesters associated with any particular document ele- 
ment, users can specify colour as a combination of red, green and blue. 
The Colour Display Window provides a graphic illustration of the selected 
colour. 

Alternatively, you can use the facilities for selecting colours as Printer’s 
Ink, giving a more accurate representation of printed output, or CMYK val- 
ues. This latter allows you to to specify exact ink density (as a percentage) 
of each colour separation (cyan, magenta, yellow and black) which comes 
off the output device. 

Texture and colour are close partners when it comes to creating breath- 
taking effects in your documents. Experiment and enjoy is the name of the 
game. 

A goodly range of ready-made pre-set textures is provided with Saxon 
Publisher. The range includes effects such as gradients, stonebricks and 
drop shadows. 


Textore Definition 


Basic Texture 


The texture requester. The 
range and styles of textures 
and the control you have over 
them are excellent features of 
the Saxon package 


Make the required changes and give 
the style a new name in the relevant 
requesters. 

In drawing mode, the only entry 
in the tag list is the word 
“Retexture”. When this is selected, 
the texture requester appears, allow- 
ing you to define the outline thick- 
ness and colours as well as the 
background textures for all struc- 


Packed with features 


As you would expect of a DTP package aimed at professionals, Saxon 


Publisher is packed with features. 


Apart from those mentioned in the main part of this review, the notable 


ones include: 

® Page sizes up to 20 X 20 inches 
are supported. 

@ Page backgrounds rendered in 
any user-defined solid colour or 
one of 21 bitmapped textures 
(still more textures can be 
ordered from Saxon Industries). 

® Easily created column guides to 
assist with layout. 

@ Screen angles and densities 
defined to four decimal places. 
® Ability to variably scale the final 
output scale of any document. 
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@ Routines to double or quadruple 
output resolution of bitmaps 
without sacrificing sharpness or 
detail. 

@ Text sizes from 3 to a staggering 
2000 points. 

@ Support for downloadable fonts. 

@ Facilities to directly import and 
print 24-bit images without need 
for conversion utilities. 

@ Support for Encapsulated 
PostScript (EPS) and PorVestor 
files. 


tured drawings attached to the 
active bounding box. 

Style transfer gadgets are also 
provided, allowing you to impose 
the style tag of the currently high- 
lighted paragraph onto an entire sec- 
tion of text appearing either before 
or after it, either within the active 
box only, or for all boxes in whichev- 
er direction is selected. 

The remainder of the sidebar con- 
sists of bounding box definition gad- 
gets (rectangular or freehand are the 
two options); depth arrangement 
gadgets allowing you to change the 
current layering arrangement of 
overlapping boxes by moving the 
active box to front or back; and the 
self-explanatory delete box, delete 
contents, box moving and graphic 
filling gadgets. 

The menu strip, which runs across 
the top of the opening display, is 
invoked in the usual Amiga fashion 
with a click of the right mouse but- 
ton, and gives full control over docu- 
ment, importation of external files, 
pagination, bounding boxes, type 
styles, editing facilities like cut, copy, 
paste, search and replace, and pref- 


erences such as page view and ruler 
(inches, metric or pica/point rulers 
are available). 


And in conclusion... 


The two tutorials in the manual will 
quickly get you up to speed with 
Saxon Publisher. After completing 
the second one, | guarantee you will 
be ready, nay positively itching, to 
produce something of your own. 

| don’t altogether like Saxon’s 
more complex requesters. There’s 
not much depth to the little boxes 
you need to click (you should have 
remembered to bring your specs - 
Ed) and the type style requester in 
particular looks very cluttered. 

However, now that we're so close 
to the end, | have to confess to more 
than a passing acquaintance with the 
likes of Quark XPress, Aldus 
Pagemaker, Ventura Publisher and 
even the package specially written 
for the OS/2 on the PC, DeScribe. 
Some of those packages have been 
out quite a few years now, and have 
had a chance to metamorphose into 
something nearer perfection. 

My initial impression of Saxon is 
that it is good - very, very good, in 
fact, for those who can afford it and 
its rather hefty hardware require- 
ments. 

It’s bound to improve with subse- 
quent versions. With a few more 
things like some more fonts and the 
odd cosmetic improvement, Saxon 
Publisher will make the grade as a 
first rate, professional DTP package. 

I'm certain, however, that it will 
see far more business than home 
use. 


Saxon Publisher is a product of 
Saxon Industries, 14 Rockcress 
Gardens, Nepean, Ontario, Canada 
K2G 5A8 (613) 228-8043 


Availability: Version 1.2 (with more 
features than version 1.1 under 
review, plus dot matrix printer 
support) available now 


Supplier: Surface UK 
(081 566 6677) 
Price: £199 
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axon Publisher 


and finally... 


Saxon Publisher - The inevitable product of development with 
efficiency foremost in mind. Its quality has made it the first desktop 
publisher to be certified compatible under Workbench 2.0 while its 
advanced capabilities have attracted a loyal following of satisfied 
customers. 


POWERFUL FEATURES 


Currently available is Version 1.2, a substantial improvement to an 
already exceptional program, incorporating such new features as 
Pantone and CMYK colour selection, variable tabs, point and pica 
measurement, automatic hyphenation and intelligent approach to manual 
kerning, Saxon Publisher now has full dot matrix and Compugraphic 
support, an integrated text editor and proprietary PostScript compression 
routines for faster output. With Saxon Publisher, even the most complex 
operations can be conducted in a matter of a few seconds. Drop shadows, 
for example can be created with a few clicks of the mouse pointer. 


They can be rendered in any user defined colour, and can be offset in any 
direction. Saxon Publisher features the ability to rotate, scale, skew, flip, 
expand and compress both text and graphics. Though the use of 
transformation matrices, these highly complex operations can be 
conducted in a matter of a few seconds. No other program offers all these 
capabilities let alone the speed at which they can be accomplished. 


EXPANDING YOUR SYSTEM 


Saxon Publisher's overall superiority over other desktop publishing 
packages is not simply based on the number of individual features that it 
possesses. It goes beyond this to encompass every programming and 
design element found in this program. Saxon Publisher is a testament to 
our company's commitment to providing our 
customers with high quality products. 
However, depending on your previous 
experience with self-proclaimed professional 
programs, you may have found it hard to 
believe some of the assertions that were made 
in this article. We realise that professional 
productivity software is often an expensive 
investment, and would like a further 
opportunity to show exactly how remarkable a 
product Saxon Publisher is. 


Saxon Publisher is a professional quality 
desktop publishing program created for the 
Amiga family of personal and business 
computers. With its highly intuitive user 
interface and its extensive capabilities, it 
easily represents a benchmark in page layout 
software for the Amiga. 
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Surface UK Limited 
5 Rockware Avenue, Greenford, Middx. UB6 OAA 
Tel: 081-566 6677 ~— Fax: 081-566 6678 
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Percent Amiga Action 


he only magazine for the serious Amiga game 

player. With features such as the amazing Super- 

League scoring system, definitive games reviews, 

informative news and mega coverdisk you can’t go 
wrong! If you want the top coverage for your 
Amiga then buy the best, Amiga Action. 

100% Amiga 100% Action 

Available at all good newsagents, now. 


Not so Fast 


I'm in possession of a revision 6 A500 with 
0.5Mb expansion. Some time ago | modified the 
motherboard so | could have 1Mb of Chip RAM. 

The problem now is that the MS-DOS emula- 
tor Transformer doesn’t work, and when | pull 
down DPaint III's anim menu, it is ghosted out so 
that none of the options are available. 

Could it be because there’s no fastmem any 
more or is it because of a hardware fault? 

If | buy another internal expansion board with 
1.5Mb or more, can | then use my Transformer 
and animate in DPaint Ill and still have 1Mb of 
chipmem? | would really appreciate it if 
could give me the answers to my quest 
Keep the good work going - | think you're 
is the best there is. 

J Hoogendoorn, Berkel-Enschot, Holland 


As you guessed, the problem lies in your 
machine no longer having access to fastmem, 
at least in the case of the DPaint anim menu. 
I'm not so sure of the Transformer problem, 
but it is more than likely to be the same. 

You can rule out hardware faults - if your 
DIY conversion had any detrimental effects on 
the motherboard, especially the dedicated 
chips, the results would be a lot more obvious 
than they are at the moment. 

Anyone with expanded memory can use 
NOFASTMEM to turn off their fastram and 
then try DPaint III’s anim menu. It won’t work 
on a machine with no fastram, so you can rest 
assured that your Amiga isn’t damaged. 

The addition of a bigger memory board 
should allow you to use the full 1Mb of chip- 
mem along with some extra fastram as long 
as you don’t reverse the motherboard conver- 
sion. Your problem will then disappear. 


Try before you buy 


| am considering a hard drive for my A500, possi- 
bly the GVP. However | have a few uncertainties 
as regards hard drives, and | would be grateful if 
you could clear them up for me. 
@ How prone is a hard drive to magnetic forces? 
Mine would be sitting near my mini-speakers and 
television. 
@ Are there often any procedures to carry out 
during power on/off? (i.e head parking etc) 
@ What may usually cause a corruption of the 
disk? 

Brett Buckley, Huddersfield 


The GVP series 2 drives are fast and efficient, 
if a bit pricey, and you'll find a review of them 
in our February issue. As for your concerns: 

@ Hard drives are quite safe from normal elec- 
tro-magnetic fields of the kind generated by 
TVs and such like. | have a GVP sitting three 
inches from a monitor and ten inches from my 
A500 power supply at this very moment. 
There’s no harm in taking precautions against 
EMP, but don’t get paranoid. 

@ You won't have to park your drive heads 
during normal use. The only time this is neces- 
sary is when you move them from one loca- 
tion to another, risking heavy jolts or 
vibrations. Many hard drives these days, 
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Printer out of puff? 
Computer cracking up? 
We're here to help! 
Write to Amiga Computing, 


Europa House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP 


including GVP drives, will auto-park in any 
case. 

@ Corruption can be caused by many things, 
and although hard drives aren't as prone to 
physical corruption as floppy drives, they still 
go wrong occasionally. 

Dust and coffee can affect you mechanism, 
but the most common problems come about 
through mangled files and disk validation 
errors. FixDisk 1.2 from the March coverdisk 
will sort out most of these. 


Suffering Seagate 


Due to a fair amount of gross stupidity on my 
behalf | find myself without any software to get 
my hard drive going. | know-that | should have 
made several back-ups and all that, but we all 
make mistakes. 

Why didn’t | just write to the manufacturer? 
Yes, you've guessed it, I’ve lost the address. The 
drive is a Seagate ST-225N and the interface is 
manufactured by a company called C Ltd, model 
SCSI-500 Serial No. 85 1L 595 Rev 1.2. 

| can’t find the manufacturer’s address or any 
trace of them. Does anyone out there know their 
address or even know of any software that can 
get my drive going? 

SM Smith, Manchester 


Where did you buy that interface? | can’t find 
the company either, but Seagate are easily 
contacted - phone (0628) 890366. 

You should also contact the shop which 
originally supplied you with the SCSI interface 
- there should have been some hard drive 
tools with it. To get the drive up and running, 


you'll have to carry out a low level format. 
Seagate’s tech support bods tell me they usu- 
ally try memory addresses C800 and CC00 to 
activate the routines for this operation. 

The process involves using an assembly 
debug program to find then address the cor- 
rect memory location, so if you’re not into 
machine code things could get sticky. 

If you're lucky, the drive might already have 
been prepped and treated to a low level for- 
mat. If this is the case, just turn to pages 5-3 
and A-2 of the Workbench 1.3 enhancer soft- 
ware manual for the scanty information sup- 
plied with your machine. 

If you can construct a mountlist entry and 
FORMAT the drive, it should be easy enough 
to MOUNT it and carry on from there. If this 
isn’t sufficient, please send more information 
on your set-up, and the name of the supplier 
in particular, and I'll try to get you a more 
exact answer. 


Picture-popper 
A friend and myself have just started to do a ref- 
erence program using the Workbench set-up. 
The program is self-booting, but what we’d like 
to do is load a picture then have it disappear 
before Workbench loads up. 

We have designed a loading screen and called 
it Manson, but we would be grateful if you could 
tell us the commands to get the screen to work 
during our startup-sequence. 

B Johnson, Rhyl 


There are several IFF viewer programs avail- 
able to do what you want. The most common 
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» is probably Vilbm, which will display any IFF 


format, including HAM, and will even display 
text. One of the most compact is PPShow, 
which will display files crunched with 
PowerPacker. 

The forthcoming WorkStation disk will 
include PPShow and an example of what it 
does in the startup-sequence, but if you want 
just a viewing program, most PD libraries will 
be happy to supply one. 

They all work in a relatively simple way. For 
example, to use Vilbm in your startup- 
sequence, simply include the line 


VILBM <PictureName> 


and the picture will be displayed until a key is 
pressed, then startup will continue. 


Memory Game 


| was interested to read your article on CLI in the 
March issue of Amiga Computing. | have an A500 
with a full megabyte and | shall probably buy an 
extra drive. 

At the moment | am interested in making bet- 
ter use of the RAM extension. 

Games such as Monty Python seem to make 
extensive use of disk access, which is quite time- 
consuming. If you could explain how to run 
games in RAM disk rather than the floppy drive 
you would save me a lot of time. 

Peter Tingle, Kingston upon Thames 


I'm afraid | haven’t much good news. The RAM 
disk is fine for a lot of uses, but you can’t copy 
commercial games into it. 

Apart from being illegal, it is usually impos- 
sible, as their copy protection does not usually 
allow for simple AmigaDOS operations. | 
mean, if you could copy a game into the RAM 
disk, you could copy it onto another floppy, 
and that would be piracy. 

It should be easy enough to copy PD games 
into your RAM disk, but as many of these load 
completely into memory, you won’t save much 
time by doing this. 


Kind words for KindWords? 


I've bought KindWords which | am now using, 
but not to the full extent. | cannot access any of 
the available fonts because | don’t know how to 
go about setting the correct printer driver in the 
Preferences. 

It’s supposed to read EpsonX.PRN. By the way, 
| use an A500 with an extra drive and 0.5Mb 
extra RAM. 

Zbigniew Pawlowicz, Hereford 


When you load up the KindWords program 
disk, you should find the Preferences icon in its 
window. Double click on this to open the 
Preferences window, then click on the Printer 
icon. 

This will bring up a screen with all your 
printing options. For the purposes of setting 
your printer driver, simply select Parallel or 
Serial, then click on the two arrows in the top 
right quarter of the screen until the EpsonX 
printer driver is highlighted in the central bar. 
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RAM revisited © 


1am a relative newcomer to the world of Amiga 
Computing, having bought a Class of the 
_ Nineties pack about two years ago, and have 
been using my A500 mostly for domestic pur- 
poses. : Le 
About a year ago, | bought a Microbotics 
M501 RAM upgrade and an extra drive. | have 
recently been trying to use the Amiga for adding 
titles and graphics to our video films via a 
Rendale 8802 genlock and DPaint Ill. 
However, | have run into memory problems - 
it seems that my 1Mb is not up to the job. 
To add to the problem, | recently purchased 
_ the Broadcast Titler 2 program, which | found 
requires a minimum of 1.5Mb to run. 

Please could you help a green newcomer 
with some advice on upgrading RAM, especially 
as more and more of it appears to be needed to 
run the increasingly complex Amiga applications. 

| have considered buying a hard drive, but 
understand that this would mean | couldn’t run 
my existing programs, and would require an 
upgraded power supply. | would appreciate any 

help given in simple terms. 
J R Russell, Uxbridge 


As you seem to have the money to spend on 
reasonably expensive kit (the Rendale 8802 
and BT2), | would advise you to go for one of 
the larger and more expensive A500 RAM 
upgrades. The ICD AdRam board fits in the 


Now click on OK, then on SAVE when the next 
screen appears, and your preferences will be 
set to the correct printer - always assuming 
that your printer is working in standard Epson 
mode. 

If it is a Star LC10, Panasonic KX1081, or 
one of the other popular 9- or 24-pin models, 
it will almost certainly be Epson compatible 
and should be perfectly happy with the 
EpsonxX driver. 


Xasperated music lover 


| am a keen music enthusiast who tries desperate- 
ly hard to write music using my A500 (with v1.2 
ROM), MusicV 1.1, and MIDI synth. To add to my 
problems, | have found that strange things hap- 
pen when playing back samples through MusicX 
and PD player programs. 

The samples seem to play at the correct pitch 
most of the time, but every now and then MusicX 
plays a sample at what seems to be a random 
pitch. 

As you can guess this makes them virtually 
unusable for producing music. I’m not sure 
whether this is a hardware or a software problem, 
although | can’t recall having the same problem 
with Sonix. 

Richard Hobson, London 


The samples are playing at a funny pitch 
because they were sampled at a different rate. 
If you use a disk of PD samples, the chances of 
all of them playing at the same pitch are slim. 
What you need to do is change the sample 
play rate and therefore the pitch, and the tech- 


Amiga’s trapdoor and can be expanded to 
6Mb. As such it is an attractive add-on, espe- 
cially as it enables the full 1Mb of chip RAM 
with a simple solder connection fully 
explained in the helpful manual. Contact 
Power Computing on (0234) 273000 for more 
details. : 

Alternatively, there’s the Cortex system 
from Memory Expansion Systems on (051) 
236 0480. This is a large box which fits into 
the expansion bus on the left hand side of the 
A500 and can be expanded to 8Mb. — 

It is a quality product, and has a ‘though- 
port’ so that other devices, such as the hard 
drive you're thinking of buying, can still be 
attached to the Amiga. 

As for hard drives, if you are going to put 
the Amiga to serious use, a hard drive is 
essential. It doesn’t matter so much how big 
or fast it is - any hard drive is infinitely better 
than a floppy-based system. 

Your power supply will be put under an 
increased strain by the memory upgrade, so 
you may indeed have to purchase a beefier 
unit from one of our advertisers. 

Before doing so, however, give your new 
system a try. | use an A500 with a 6Mb 
AdRAM board installed. The power supply is 
an original Commodore unit, and works well 
enough, though | do on occasion suffer more 
gurus and crashes than my fair share. 


nique required is transposition. Your problem 
has already been solved for free! MED v3.00, as 
found on last month’s coverdisk, includes a 
sample editor which is capable of transposing 
any sample. 

Simply load in the sample, change the peri- 
od rate, then save it out and the sample has 
been transposed. The Sample Editor document 
on the disk gives full details and provides a 
table of values to set for whichever note you’d 
like the sample to play at. 

If you don’t have MED v3.00 you can get it 
from Amiganuts PD on 0703 785680, or you 
can buy a commercial product like Aegis’s 
Audio Engineer. 


TV trouble 


| have recently upgraded from a Commodore 64 
to an Amiga 500. With my C64 | used a Ferguson 
TX television which has a seven pin din RGB 
input. | was wondering if | could use this capabili- 
ty with my Amiga as it would greatly enhance the 
picture and sound quality. 

; Martin Tomlinson, Wokingham 


It should be easy enough to connect your 
Amiga to such a TV - all you need is the cor- 
rect lead. Whether the RBG input is TTL or lin- 
ear, and | wish you'd specified which it was, 
your local dealer will have a lead to connect 
the Amiga’s 23 pin video port to an RGB din 
socket. 

Quality will not be as high as with a full 
SCART connection, but it will be a lot better 
than using a TV with a modulator. 


WE MUST BE MAD 


Due to massive bulk buying and low cost advertising 
we can offer you high quality European manufactured 
disks at these extremely low prices 


3 Hl" DSDD 31 INC VAT 

«J DISKS p + LABELS 

250 + @ 29p each; 500 + @ 28p each; 1000 + @ 27p each 
ALL DISKS CERTIFIED 100% ERROR FREE 


SONY 3 Hl 38 3.5" DSHD 65p 

p 5.25" DSDD....19p 

' 5.25" DSHD....36p 
DSDD BULK 

100 Capacity Disc Box....3.75 50 Capacity Disk Box .....3.25 


Mouse Pockets............. 1.50 Mouse Mat................. 1.75 
Printer Stand............... 3.75 Amiga Dust Cover......... 2.50 
Posso Box 15.00 Atari Dust Cover.......... 2.50 


Amiga 512K RAM Expansion with clock 
Amiga/Atari External Drive 


THIS MONTHS 200 3.5" DSDD DISKS 64 95 
SPECIAL OFFER + 2 x 100 CAP BOXES 5 


Please add £2.85 p&p/next day £7.50. Cheques/POs to | 


PLC COMPUTER SUPPLIES (Dept STU) aa 
: TELESALES HOTLINE fae 
Newcastle, Staffs ST5 4EY. LUA: 4rara: Val) am 


g Your computer is 
Base the only teacher 
which YOU CONTROL s 


Whatever your age, whatever your subject 
- let your computer help you learn. 
Subjects include ... 

French, German, Spanish, Italian, English 
History, Geography, Science, General Knowledge, 
Football, First Aid, Sport, England, Scotland, 
Natural History, Junior Spelling and Arithmetic 


Available for most popular * = 
home & business computers 


x) 


Kosmos are specialist producers of Educational 
Software designed to help you enjoy learning from your 
computer. Our programs even allow you to add your 
own lesson material. 


Write or telephone for a FREE 20-page BROCHURE 


of our Educational & Leisure software 
Please state your computer type 


Kosmos Software Ltd, FREEPOST (no stamp needed) 
DUNSTABLE, Beds. LU5 6BR 


NEW ULTRA-LOW 


/ 110 L VA NOISE DESIGN 
512, Kb MEMORY itt? eas 


arranty 
Our Incredible TOTAL 
price includes the clock 
/date oe & 5 year easily 
replaceable battery. ee 


I TOTAL PRICE INCLUDING POSTAGE AND VAT | 


A totally NEW DESIGN from the makers of Britain’s best selling 
Amiga expansion board. The AMRAM513 is smaller, and has 
higher safety margins than any other product. What’s more 

it is designed to accept a further 1Mb low cost USER Upgrade. 
With a TWO year guarantee from Britain’s long established 2 
memory board specialists, who would consider anything else £ 


Brand New Production 
| 4 “ ICE wir FREE Modulator A500 
ST & S$ our A500 price only 
. Securicor extra 
4 f 


Yes, our price does Indude 
17.5% VAT, but we must 


asmall surcharge. 
IFpald by Credit Card, 


i sit a the 

- |, eXtra features 

oo you need:- 
Thru’ Port 
Memory Saver 
Switch 


S Extra long lead 


INCLUDING POSTAGE & VAT (cam-.30pm Mon-Sat 
° We take VISA, ACCESS, SWITCH & STYLE Cards. 
Inpholink Ltd. Front st. west, BEDLINGTO J 


TON 
Northumberland NE22 5UB ~ Order Line (0670) 827480 


(PICTUREWARE® 


ON.J.N. Williams 1991 


| Commodore Amiga IS HERE!) : 
ONLY AVAILABLE FROM, UND Legg a | 
ES | ingle 
BROADCAST] 4 dvalablein 
| COMPUTER ; “at 
| PICTURE : 


RAR when ordering One disk £4.99 
aoe | FOR PUL Dera |Upto tve asks S1P&P 
0702 470503 |_PLEASE SEND SAE UR fe(spost ee | 
Give your Paint Package a treat! A stunning photograph to work from! Put 
life into your DTP/DTV: wonder at the quality, let your imagination run wild!!! 
See before you buy!!! . Catalogue disk No.1 is 90p & 50p P&P and 
forms part of our 3 disk demo set which is £3 post paid. Please specify 
IFF or HAM demonstration disks. Single demo disks also 90p & 50p P&P. | 
On Pictureware© Catalogue Disk One Are:- __ 
People Disks 1&2 We can accept African Animals Disks 1&2 | 
Children Disks 1&2 Access Silverback Gorilla Disks 1&2 
African Famine Disks 1&2 Visa Views of Vietnam Disks 1&2 
The Nude Disks 1&2 African Pygmies Disks 1&2 | 
Edwardian Photo's Disks 1&2 Cheques Motorbikes Disks 1&2 
Att In Photography Disks 182 postal Orders Fim Crew On Location Disks 182] 
| During Pictureware’s© Eveoen we've created pictures in all sizes and 
formats. bilied a them for your fun and entertainment on SPECIALLY | 
| PRE-FORMA ED FLOPPIES. £9 for 10 disks, post free! No guarantees 
on this exceptional offer, if you like the pictures use them, if not delete them | 
(much quicker than a disk format), and use the disks as blank floppies!!! 


With every order of six_Pictureware© disks 
|F REE OF F. ER!!! we are giving away FIVE FREE SPECIALLY 
eae aa 
| 
"YOUR GRAPHICS WILL NEVER BE THE SAME!!!" | 


Orders by post to:- Nik Williams Broadcast, Aspect House, | 
21 Brynmill Crescent, Brynmill, Swansea, SA2 OAL. 
Please allow 21- 28 days for delivery, ‘phone for urgent orders. | 


| 24Hr Credit Card Phone/FAX Hotline 0792 645946 
L 


(When oraeHo” by telephone please wait for FAX tone to finish, 


at which point you'll be connected to our telephone system. 
Ss ST SS Ss 


== — a ees ee Baa sina 


COMMUNICATIONS 


Comms Disc 
Comms Pro6 

Star Term 

BBS Amiga 

Star Term 

Amic PD Term Beta 


GRAPHICS 


Amiga MCAD 
Mandel Brot Explorer 
Mac View 

Dkbtrace 

Vdraw 

Graphic Utilities 
FBM 


BUSINESS 


Vendit 

Vc Spreadsheet Calc. 
Word Wright 
Analyticalc 


PROGRAMMING 


Mobed 

Gwin 

Spritemaker 

Dez Hexbin 
Stoneybrook Prolog 
PDC 

ZC 

PCQ 

PZC 


Shareware Programs require extra payment to 
authors if found useful 


SHAREWAR 
CATALOGU 


EDUCATION 


German 

Draw Map 

EVO (Lution) 
The Weather 
World Database 


GAMES 


Clue 

Battle Mech 
Empire 
Gravity Wars 
Monopoly 
Tunnel Vision 
Hack 
Pacman 
Tennis 
Dragon Cave 
Holy Grail Adventure 


E 
E 


| 


Credit Cd 


see! UTILITIES 
Dir Util 
MSH 
Akore brings you the most ae 
comprehensive choice of top shareware The Champions 
programs available. To order your free Total Utilities 
catalogue call free on 0800 252221 ARP 
now or to place your order by credit card Pl Line 
telephone 0602 500544. 
For either of the above fill in the tear-off 
slip below and send it to: 
FREEPOST, AKORE SHAREWARE, 
= NG1 1BR. JY 
Please send me the following programmes and my FREE copy of 
the AKORE SHAREWARE CATALOGUE. 
No. Of Discs PRICE 
| 
| Prices 
| | 1 — 2.49p 
10+ — 1.99p 
POST & PACKAGING | 1.95 
TOTAL| | 20+ — 1.75p 
i 50+ — 1.49p 
Na Disc S 3.5 [ |5.25 
6 ee | | 100+ — 1.29p 
Address | ; . 
Price per disc 
| (including VAT) 
Postcode Telephone Post and Packing 
I wish to pay by Cheque/P.O. (type) ! 1.95p extra 


Exp. Date{ | | | Card No.| | | | ag 


| 1 


Ever looked through a PD 
catalogue and been unable 
to decide which disks you 
want to buy? 


Let Amiga Computing take those 
tedious hours of indecision 
away by delivering an entire 
Public Domain library direct 

to your door! 


To celebrate our third anniversary 
we've got together with those 
awfully nice Seventeen Bit people 
to bring you the biggest ever 
Amiga Public Domain 
competition. 


Over 1,400 floppies cram packed 
with the best utilities and latest 
demos could be 

providing you with 

hours of inspiration, 

education and 

entertainment. 


RULES 

1. The 37th correct entry drawn from the 
sack at 2pm on Wednesday, June 19th will 
win the entire 17bit Public Domain library. 
36 runners up will receive other prizes. 

2. Employees of Europress Group of 
Companies or 17 Bit Software are not 
allowed to enter this competition. 

3. The Publisher's decision is final. 


Entering couldn't be easier. To get your hands on this 
huge collection of quality PD software all you have to 
do is use skill and judgement to estimate how many 
disks will be in the Seventeen Bit library at 2pm on 
the day we do the draw from our magic sack 


There are two things you need to know. Firstly, the 
draw takes place on Wednewday 19th June 1991. 
Secondly it won't be the first correct entry out of the 
sack that takes the booty. Instead the postman will 
be knocking twice on the door of the 37th correct 
entrant drawn. The reason? Take a look at the issue 
number on our spine! The 36 entrants drawn before 
the ultimate winner will each receive a superb 
runner-up prize. 


Once you have guesstimated the number of disks in 
the library, write your answer together with your 
name, address and daytime phone 
number on a postcard or the back of 
a sealed envelope and pop it in the 
post, to arrive no later than 
Monday 17th June 1991. 


Send your entry to: 

PD Competition 
Amiga Computing 
Europa House 
Adlington Park 
Adlington 
Macclesfield SK10 4NP 
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EE 70 orate Flght 
eens § Sinulator for your 
: Amiga and Atari §/ We ao 


Fuel up, weapons loaded...let's fly... ...target spotted...try your cannon... 


and the Reviews ... 


r, 


Some comments from 
ProFlight Customers 
“The best simulator on the ST by far. 


Very well done, the only flight 
simulator that gets it right! Thanks. 


«Well done!!! It is real!” 


Superb - without exception the best on 
the market.” 


Very impressive - brilliant manual.” J ae 
“At last - a real flight sim for the purist.? mM RATED 


Your usual high standard of software. 


Excellent.2 ST Action, March 1991. 


“For realism, beats anything | have ever 
seen ona home computer.” 


Good fun & makes me nervous when 
flying dangerously - 10 out of 10.% 


Brilliant manual, brilliant simulator.% 


Another HiSoft winner!” 


These are all unsolicited comments from 


users of the Atari ST version of ProFlight. Atari ST User February 1991. 
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...change to missiles...locked on... ... heat-seeking missile launched... ...larget destroyed...back to base... 

HiSoft is delighted to announce the immediate availability of ProFlight for the Atari ST and Amiga. . 

ProFlight; a supremely accurate simulation of the Panavia Tornado military aircraft, a plane that is the 
fastest aircraft in the world at ground level (Mach 1.2) and one of the fastest at any level (Mach 2.2) with ] oO 

advanced swing-wing technology that gives it a truly multi-role capability. ProFlight uses complex and 

exact flight equations that allow you to fly this powerful fighter just like its pilots. High Quality Software 


Everything is there ... you can fly peaceful reconaissance missions or roar into full attack with cannons, 
bombs, heat-seeking Sidewinder and radar-guided Sky Flash missiles. 

ProFlight comes complete with a professional 170-page, ring-bound flight manual which details every 
aspect of flying this exciting aircraft together with a pull-out specification sheet of the Tornado. 
ProFlight is available from all good computer stores and costs only £39.95 inclusive (UK only); if you 
have difficulty locating your copy, please call HiSoft on 0525 718181 and ask to speak to Julie. 


a A complete drawing board in one simple unit. 
With a rolling ruler you can draw: 


* Horizontal parallel lines 

* Vertical parallel lines 

* Perfect right angles with ease 

* Any other angles from 1° to 359° 


* Clever circles 
Available in two sizes, 22cm (8in) and 30cm (12in), this great offer 
gets you both rolling rulers for just £5.95 (RAP £: 99) 


| Its innovative design gives the new rolling ruler the ability to draw 

\ vertical and horizontal lines without lifting it off the paper, parallel 

| lines, angles, circles, musical staves and graphs with ease, making 
it ideal for the home, the office, schools, workshops and 3D design 
S work 


A Dabhand Guide 


is a comprehensive guide to the Commodore 
Amiga’s Disc Operating System (Version 1.2 and 


1.3). It provides a unique perspective on this £ 
powerful system in a way which will be welcomed ; 


It's Amazing! 
It's Radical! 


Reader 


Two rulers 
for only £6.50 


Please use the Order 
Form on Page 124 


| WHY LET YOUR FINANCES BE A WORRY? 


Personal Finance Manager 


FOR THE AMIGA 
Personal Finance Manager provides an easy way of looking after your bank 
account, building society account, credit cards and so on. Its WORKBENCH 
interface allows transactions to be entered or altered as easily as filling out a form 


Full mouse control of PFM’s window environment means a really user friendly program. 
PFM for the Amiga appears and runs exactly the same as our top selling PFM program 


by the beginner and the expert user alike. for the Atari ST. 

Rather than simply reiterating the Amiga Pp Automatic Standing Orders means that regular payments are never forgotten, whilst the 
manual, this book takes a genuinely different ROVED REA DI graphic display will help you manage your account more effectively. 
approach to understanding and using the Amiga ING Personal Finance Manager will even attempt to match your statements by automatically 


identifying transactions that haven't yet been cleared. 


@ The number of entries is limited only by the size of the memory 

@ Full Workbench interface 

@ Account entries are automatically placed in date order 

@ Selectable date formats 

@ Automatic standing orders 

@ Auto balancing against statement 

@ Graphic analysis including: Balance plot Budget comparison. Spend pie charts 

@ Windows are moveable and re-sizeable 

@ Graphics are self-scaling to fit windows ee 
@ All windows can be displayed at the same time RRP PRICE 


and contains a wealth of practical hands-on ee 
advice, hints and tips. MARK 
SS 


The many features of this book include: 


@ Full coverage of Amiga DOS 1.3 functions 
@ Filing with and without workbench 

@ The Amiga’s hierarchical filing system 

@ Pathnames and Device names 

@ The Amiga’s multitasking capabilities 


@ The AmigaDOS screen editor 

e AmigaDOs commands @ Account print option £29.9 5 
@ Batch processing @ Full multi tasking — allows multiple account access INC. VAT 

@ Amiga Error code descriptions 

@ How to create new systems discs OUR PRICE PRICE 
@ Use ofthe RAM cscs ¥ Michiron % £24.95 
@ Using AmigaDOS with C 


Thanks to a breakthrough by Rombo Productions in 
frame-grabbing technology, you can now produce 
good colour images quickly and cheaply with Vidi- 
Amiga and the VidiChrome colour software. 

@ Take snapshots in 16 shades live from video 

@ Multiple frame store FULL PAL 
@ Dynamic cut and paste SCREENS 
@ Full palette control 


@ Hardware and software control of brightness and contrast 
@ Compatible with all video standards 


signal and separates it into the three primary colours, allowing each to be digitised. Replaces the need 


“Also available - Vidi-RGB Colour Splitter. The splitter is an electronic filter which takes a colour video 
for a conventional filter set and ideal for use with Vidi Amiga and VidiChrome Amiga’. 


Vidi-Amiga/ "Vidi must be one 
Vidi Colour Splitter VidiChrome Amiga of the most 


RRP £61.95" RRP £129.95" exciting 
OUR PRICE OUR PRICE peripherals you 
£79.95 £119.95 can buy for your 
a ig ae Amiga" -— Amiga 
Bee eid Computing, March 
SAVE £18 nae P1990 


Bargain bundle 
Six issues of Amiga Computing (Dec-May) £17.00 9961 bes] 
Add £3 Europe & Eire/E12 Overseas 


Rombo Vidi - see Page 123 E NEW 


Vidichrome plus Colour upgrade £119.95 9891 4 
RGB Splitter £61.95 9964 


Protext Version 4 


Feature packed Word Processor 


£79.95 9530 Liseal 


Hi Soft Basic Compiler + Library 


Battery charger 
£19.95 9861 


Plus post and packing £1.50 


NW] 


Rolling Ruler - see Page 123 
£6.50 9965 ES] 


Amiga Music - see Page 134 


Soundblaster £47.95 9959 
Quartet £39.95 9913 
Master Sound £34.95 9914 


Package of all three £104.95 9960 


Amiga DABhand Guide - see Page 123 


A comprehensive guide to the Amiga’s disk 


operating system (version 1.2 and 1.3) £14.95 9866 Ez] 


Send to: Europress Direct, FREEPOST, 


Ellesmere Port, South Wirral L65 3EB 
(No stamp needed if posted in UK) 
Products are normally despatched within 48 hours of receipt 
but delivery of certain items could take up to 28 days 


ORDER at any 
time of the 


day or night 


Don't forget to give your name, iries: Ei 
I address and credit card number es ENS Oe 
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Harness the Power of your Amiga £69.95 9896 iar 
Photon Paint 2 
Paint in 4096 Colours £39.95 9945 ae 


ee COMPUTING READER OFFERS | 
Back Issues Mail Order offers : 
December 1990 £3.10 9730 Publishers Choice £79.99 9867 

January 1991 £3.10 9731 Home Accounts/Day by Day £34.90 9857 
February 1991 £3.10 9732 ArgAsm £54.95 9858 1 

March 1991 £3.10 9733 Flight Simulator £35.95 9868 
April 1991 £3.10 9734 Pair of Scenery Disks £31.90 9872 l 

May 1991 £3.10 9735 Lotus Esprit £19.95 9946 
All these back issues include cover disk. James Pond £19.95 9947 l 
Sma Jane Seymour £19.95 9948 | 


Amiga Computing = OFFER OF THE MONTHE = 


Co ver Disks (Misc. selection) 


Extra disks (set of 5) £5.00 9962 5 
Extra disks (set of 20) £17.50 9963 
Disc Bargains 
Chess Simulator £19.95 9932 
Welltriss £19.95 9933 
American Dreams £17.95 9934 
Future Dreams £17.95 9935 


Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing 
RRP £29.95 Our Price £22.95 9953 


Personal Finance Manager - see Page 123 
£24.95 9942 cy 


Joysticks & Mouse 


Comp Pro Glo Green £14.95 9954 = 
Comp Pro Extra Joystick £13.95 9955 
Gasteiner Mouse £19.95 9956 
Dust covers 
£4.95 9507 Pe 
Mouse mats 
£4.95 9508 ES 
Binders 
£5.95 9509 ea 
Disc boxes 


£4.95 9860 ea 


Addition for postage: Europe & Eire add £3 
Overseas add £5 
Unless otherwise indicated 


LU 


“11> 18> 11> 18> (1 111 > TOTAL 


LJ Cheque/Eurocheque made payable to Europress Direct Expiry 
Date: 


LJ Access/Mastercard/Eurocard/Barclaycard/Visa/Connect 


ges Bea Bea st Es Ks a 


Payment: Please indicate method (/) 


Names eseee tnacrecevce eet aecsesnees SIQMGC sirscsaecceerscecsecusascosocuveotanseesese 
PHAR SS cece tecsesceeccsccuevestcpscavcsctcsos cb Sosue necnen cattuetayes taccsncccenvectavarenyevscennesatsearses veces 
Esiaseeea devty iturur sok cocsayesaneenaueesobanenesaeetccauenevaenener rnatevess Post Code .........csescees 
Daytime telephone number in case Of QUETICS..............scscseseeteteresestenesteteetstereenees 
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In the first of our Almanac Insight series, 
Paul Austin presents an in-depth look at a new 
music package — Sequencer One 


Jason Holborn becomes a budget conscious 
executive producer in his search for affordable 
Desktop Video . 


MACHINE CODE..................... ey 


Let Margaret Stanger help you get to grips with 
the Amiga's graphics. See Bitmaps from a new 
Viewport after reading her column 


Not to be outdone by Paul Austin, our other 
music maestro Jasen Holborn brings you the 
low-down on the Amiga music scene 


COMMUNICATIONS.............4..135° 


Eddie McKéndrick goes off-peak to stop his 
bank manager §oing off-celour. Saving money is 
the name of the game this month 


A dirst peek at the Amos Compiler and Amos 3D 
are just two of the treats that ‘our expert Peter 
Hickman has in store i eek * 


CODE CLINIC..................°.... 


Margaret Stanger hélps you,make the most of . 
*your intuition. Join hef on the playfield as she 
takes a look at ae displays . 


| sea Vi iecccieionnensicieieeg a 141 


DTP enthusiast Jottn Walker illustrates the 
ingportance of design in DTP and shows how a 
little planning.can go a long way 


» .#£ 
- ae 
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a credible alternative to MusicX 
and the rest has finally arrived. 

Sequencer One is the latest 
release from Gadjits Music Software, 
the company gradually beginning to 
dominate the field of Amiga music 
processing. They've done it by keep- 
ing a close eye on what's happening 
with some of the big names in the 
business. 

Last year, Roland, the instrument 
people, spotted the gaping hole in 
the Amiga market and as a result 
combined with Commodore to push 
their CM and D series synths and 
modules into the arms of waiting 
Amigans. 

To support the move, Gadjits have 
followed up Roland’s lead with patch 
editing software to support the 
needs of the new musos. As a result 
of the collaboration between Gadjits 
and Roland CM and D-series users 
will find Sequencer One particularly 
well suited to their set up. 

This isn’t to say it wouldn’t suit 
any arrangement of equipment, and 
for those new to the idiosyncrasies of 
Midi and sequencing in general it 
could be an ideal introduction to 
the art. Gadgits have taken a refresh- 
ing look at the needs of the average 
Midi musician and developed the 
product with their requirements tak- 
ing priority. 

As a result Sequencer One is not 
an all singing and dancing mega 
music utility. It is however a dedicat- 
ed sequencer which does exactly 
that and with the minimum of fuss. 
MusicX, the market leader, tries to 
be everything to everybody and as a 
result tends to fall a little short in cer- 
tain areas such as the Library and 
Protocol pages, both of which are 
great in principal but difficult in 
practice. 

The Gadjits alternative doesn’t 
support either of these functions, but 


i t's been a long time coming but 


Just a few of the options cama 
from the pull downs 
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Notes Qn: 
Notes Off: 


310 tt 2 13 4 


all you nee to know to ieee track oF things 


version two of the planned 
Sequencer trilogy will support both 
fetching and dumping. The 
prospects of imminent upgrades will 
no doubt make Sequencer One seem 
slightly less appealing, but don’t 
despair — the chaps at Gadjits have 
seen the potential problems and 
promise upgrades to registered users 
at very reasonable rates. 


What's on offer 


The software consists of three 
screens, each giving you an individu- 
al view of your creation. The track list 
is the first of the three and has a 
maximum of 32 tracks available for 
either playback or storage. 

As you no doubt know Midi supports 
a maximum of 16 channels of simul- 


TY LEY YL 


Select Area: Left button = Ok, Right = Cancel. 


taneous playback. Nevertheless the 
remaining tracks are very handy for 
storing alternative tracks and those 
slightly dodgy bits you're not quite 
ready to throw away. 

Switching between individual 
tracks is simply a matter of clicking 
the mute icon on or off. Selecting 
channels for recording is just as _sim- 
ple — just click on the track and the 
red record icon appears. 

From then on the channel's select- 
ed. Pick a voice and hit the record 
button and you're off. This makes life 
easy for the beginner and blisteringly 


fast for the expert. If you’re a reason- — 


able pianist you can create a multi 
timbral sequence in minutes and all 
recorded at 192 PPQN. 

Recording can be done in both 
standard and overdub formats and 
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The track list screen, playing 
a very strange song 


Sequencer 


with optional auto rewind. Any mis- 
takes are easily rectified with the 
undo last edit feature, which is great 
if, like me, you need ten attempts at 
even the simplest sequence. Each 
track can be separately marked for 
easy editing and drum machine style 
loops can be applied, saving a lot of 
time and tricky editing. 

Perhaps my favourite aspect of 
the Track list is its potential on 
mixdown. When you've created 
the next Aggadoo Euro pop 
hokee cokee classic it still 
needs to be mixed and 
the Track List is 
excellent for adding 
the important finish- 
ing touches to the sound. 

Once a track is highlighted with 
the record icon the volume of an 
individual track can be altered with 
the data volume control on your 
synth. Combine this with the ability 
to mute any or all of the tracks and 


Oversee your masterpiece and ge 


lown to some serious cut and paste 


If your finances aren't quite up toMi 
equipment there is an alternative 


Note Information 


Note: D3 
Velocity: 088 


On tine: 60003;01.000 
Length: 00000, 086 


you have an instant digital mixing 
desk — marvellous! 

The second screen is the Step 
Editor and as the name suggests this 
is where you can take advantage of 
the power that a decent sequencer 
can provide, removing notes you 
don’t want and adding the really 
clever run that you could never man- 
age live. It’s this editing ability that 
makes the Keep Music Live lobby 
physically sick, but it also makes cre- 
ating music accessible to almost any- 
one. 

The editing screen takes the now 
familiar piano roll format. The zoom 
feature varies between full or quarter 
bar magnification which | found 
slightly limiting on occasion. For 
example, when editing drum pat- 
terns it’s sometimes a little tricky to 
alter individual notes at the first 
attempt. 

The info option is particularly 
pleasant and allows you to click on 
any note and receive all the informa- 
tion concerning its pitch, duration 
and so on. These various elements 
can then be altered by simply typing 
in a new number for each character- 
istic. 

The delete icon has an obvious 
function and allows the individual 
deletion of notes. If you want to 
remove larger sections of a track 
you'll probably need to use the block 
option which lets you manipulate 


large sections of the track far in 
excess of the scope of the screen. 

The block option is best activated 
by entering the start and end posi- 
tions into the appropriate window. 
This can then be deleted, copied, cut 
or pasted as required. 

Blocks can also be set on screen 
by simply clicking and dragging with 
the trusty rodent. Most operations 
involve the rodent with the occasion- 
al bit of typing as you add various 
start and stop positions. 

It's also possible to use step entry 
via the KeyB icon, this brings up a 
miniature keyboard which displays 


is If you want 
quality results 
quickly and 
simply you could 
do a lot worse y 


various notes as they're depressed. 
The characteristics for these notes 
can be altered as required. 

This is a particularly useful option 
if you're not an ivory tickler by trade 
as it gives you the option to work at 
your own pace. The only problem 
with this method is its tendency to 
lead to rather mechanical end 
results. 

In general editing is reasonably 
simple with the block options being 
a particularly pleasant element. 
When this is combined with the 
overdub function and the tape deck 
controls, editing becomes a little 
more of a pleasure and a little less of 


a pain. My a 
the rather s 
software's o 
delete single 
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and the bar 


want to cut 
the charts. 
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and pasting. 
from here as 


options are a’ 
you can no 
plicated scre 
It’s these 
the software 
ty to com 
Musicx. It’s possible | 
alter all kinds of seq 
tion varying from Midi import and 
export control, to block functions 
and the option to work with either (0 
& 1) Midi formats. This gives a high 
level of compatibility with many 
other Midi packages. 


The Hit Kit 


For a limited period, Gadjits Hit Kit 
software is being bundled with every 
Sequencer One sold. It usually retails 
at £25 a time but for now it’s free. 
The Hit kit is basically a collection of 
various sequences divided up into 
numerous styles with a number of 


options for each. For example, you 
could load a drum pattern from the 
Jazz section followed by a separate 
bass line, middle, lead and so on. 
These are all available in single bars 
but can be pasted in any number 
and combination. 

As a result you can build com- 
pletely new if less than original songs 
by mixing the various component 
parts. I’ve got to admit it’s great fun 
sticking all the bits together, but to 
be honest the end results are a bit 
predictable, not to mention slightly 
silly. 

Having said that though the num- 
ber and quality of the drum patterns 
make the Hit Kit a godsend for even 
the most serious musos. The patterns 
alone make the Hit Kit well worth 
having and the various riffs in the 
many and varied styles can only help 
beginners learn a few tricks of the 
trade. 

As | mentioned earlier Sequencer 
One is ideal for the beginner and to 
cater for that market the Amiga’s 


‘internal voices have been well sup- 


ported within the software. Even a 
separate sample palette has been 
added to make life a little easier. 


Final thoughts 


If you're new to Midi but not neces- 
sarily music, Sequencer One could 
well be ideal, featuring a good com- 
bination of ability and ease of use. To 
support such a sweeping statement | 
can only quote my own experience 
which consisted of creating a com- 
plete piece in a day without a glance 
at the short and sweet manual. 

This alone should be praise 
enough for any software dealing 
with an area as complex as Midi. | 
doubt | could have done the same 
with MusicX and if I'd dropped the 
manual while trying | would proba- 
bly have been in plaster for a month. 

Sequencer One does not have 
some of the subtleties and skills of 
MusicX but if you want quality 
results quickly and simply you could 
do a lot worse than investing in 
Gadjits latest gadget. 


Gadjits Music Software 
1-Mex House 
40 Princess Street 
Manchester 
M1 6DE 
Tel 061-236 2515/4 
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D i { | t| D { 
Cleverly written and always favourably reviewed in the press, 
Digita produces a range of powerful, low cost software for the home 


and business user. 
DGCALC MAILSHOT FINAL ACCOUNTS 
The fastest and most powerful spreadsheet available in this Ifyou ever need to send out mailings or print labels, you The program will take information prepared by Cashbook 


price bracket, with 512 rows by 52 columns, giving you up to know how fiddly and time-consuming it can be making sure Controller and produce a complete set of accounts including: 
26624 cells. As with all Digita products, the operation of the all the labels are printed correctly. Well now all that’s a thing * Trial Balance * Trading and Profit and Loss Account 
program is clearly thought out. Being either menu, mouse or of the past. Because Mailshot actually shows you the labels * Balance Sheet * Notes to the Accounts 

command driven you'll be able to start using it within minutes onscreen, you can type names and addresses in exactly the * Full Accounting ratios. 

~ even if you've never used a spreadsheet before. Some of correct place. But more than that, the labels are animated on —_Alll reports may be produced at any time, with 


the features which make it such good value are the exporting screen as a continuous sheet, allowing you to scroll comparative/budget figures if required. The facility to 
of ASCII files for integration with other programs, adjustable backwards and forwards, to search for particular keywords or —_ produce these documents quickly, accurately, and regularly 
column width and text overflow, programmable function keys _to edit entries with the minimum of fuss. Facilities include is of enormous help in running any business, large or small, 
(macros), and a unique windowing facility, so that you can searching, detection of duplicate labels, sorting (even since one shows the true profitability achieved, and the other 
look at different parts of a sheet at the same time. surname!) 9 labels across, 999 copies of any label. This has the exact strength of the business in terms of assets and 
£39.95 to be the simplest and most effective method of creating a liabilities. 
mailshot available. £29.95 
£24.95 


Do you ever have to print names and addresses at awkward Escape from executive stress with the classic space invader 


places on envelopes, or do you ever need to fill in tricky 
forms or invoices where the text has to be in exactly the right 
place? Usually you have to do it by hand, or get your trusty 
old typewriter out of the cupboard and dust it off. Well not 
anymore. The Emulated TYPEwriter transforms your 
computer and printer into a fully fledged typewriter, < 4 
supporting bold, underline, italic and other type-styles. coding, dating and adding messages to each label 

Because it can display and printtext INSTANTLY youcanline different layouts available for horizontal and vertical 

up your form, press Return and Space a few times to move to justification. £49.95 
the correct place, ‘and then start typing. Alternatively you can 5 
switch to line-by-line mode, which offers word-wrap, 

justification and proportional spacing, so that you can edit 


each line before it's printed. £39.95 CASHBOOK COMBO 


Money saving combination pack featuring both Cashbook 


PERSONAL TAX PLANNER Controller and Final Accounts — Save £10.00. £69.96 


Are you absolutely sure your taxman is doing his job 
correctly? Plan your own tax with ease, this menu-driven 
program will calculate your income tax liability (4 tax years 
included) and provide pertinent facts about your tax position. 
You can perform ‘what-if?’ calculation to discover ways to 
minimise your tax liability. In fact, the program will advise 
you on things such as, if you are a married man, whether it 
would be advantageous to have your wife's income taxed 
separately or not. At this price who knows, you will probably 
find that PTP will pay for itself in tax savings the first time you 
use it! 

** STOP PRESS ** 

July '89 - PTP user receives tax refund of over £2,000! 


£39.95 


_ DAY-BY-DAY 


An excellent way to get organised. With it you'll be reminded 
of birthdays and other anniversaries, meetings and 
appointments, phone calls to make and so on. As with all 
Digita products, inputting information is simplicity itself and, 
once entered, you can search for keywords or for particular 
events such as birthdays to see when one is coming up. 
Includes month/week/day planner, automatic reminders for 
overdue appointments, month and week summary at a 
glance. For less than £30 this is the ideal way to make sure 
you never miss that important occasion again! 

£29.95 


CLASSIC INVADERS 
MAILSHOT PLUS 


game. 
Advanced version of Mailshot for the business user with the £1 4.95 
following extra facilities: 
* integration with other software (using ASCII files) 
* column/tabulated summary (ideal for telephone lists, etc) 
* 4extra memo lines per label (with defaults) * system for 


Available 


If you're budget | 
then Jason Holbo 
some good news 


e Amiga may well be the 
machine to own for all things 
desktop video, but there’s no 


doubting that pulling together even 
a half decent DTV setup can be an 
expensive affair. 

Even at the most basic level, you'll 
need at least two video devices — one 
to provide the source video signal 
and another to record it - plus a 
genlock. 

The video sources aren’t too 
much of a problem. After all, you can 
hire such things for little more than a 
few pounds a month these days, so 
this is hardly going to break the 
bank. 

The most expensive thing you'll 
probably have to invest in is the 
device that makes it all possible 
(excluding the Amiga, of course!) - 
the Genlock. These can set you back 
anything up to £2,000, but a fairly 
decent genlock can be picked up for 
around £250. 

For the really skint amongst you, 
Applied Engineering’s ‘MiniGen’ is 
about the only real option. There’s 
no doubting that it's cheap, but its 
features are nothing worth writing 
home about. Picture quality is poor 
and there are no options for such 
things as fading and dissolving 
between video sources. 

There's very good news, though. 
Silica Systems have announced that 
they intend to take on distribution of 
a meaty little genlock from the States 
called RocGen. 

This little unit boasts many of the 
more sophisticated features that 
you'd expect from a genlock costing 
£500+, but all this power can be 
yours for just £117! 

For your money, you get a 
Genlock that will allow you to over- 
lay Amiga graphics onto any com- 
posite video source and then record 
the resulting mixed signal to video 
tape. 

You can feed it a source video sig- 
nal from just about any video device 
that can output a composite signal, 
including video cameras, VCRs, cam- 
corders and laser disk players. 

It can be powered either by the 
Amiga itself or via an external power 
supply for those of you who already 
have a large number of add-ons con- 
nected to your A500. 

Unlike most genlocks, the RocGen 


features AutoVideo passthru which 
allows the signal from the Amiga or 
external video source to pass 
through the RocGen to the monitor 
or VCR even if either the Amiga or 
external video source is powered 
down. 

But what really lifts the RocGen 
above ‘budget’ genlocks such as 
MiniGen is its powerful fading and 
overlaying effects. Using a tuning 
knob on the front of the genlock 
hardware, you can adjust the degree 
of both the fade and overlay. 

Fade mode allows you to adjust 
the screen so that it fades from solely 
a computer graphic display to solely 
a video image. In overlay mode, the 
video image is pernamently 
displayed, but you can ‘fade in’ (and 
out) the Amiga graphics. 

These effects alone will allow you 
to produce much more professional- 
looking presentations. 

This feature alone makes the 
RocGen one hell of a bargain. Very 
few genlocks below the £500 mark 
offer fade and overlay controls, espe- 
cially through a hardware control 
knob. 

The RocGen is available now from 
Silica Systems on 081 309 1111. 
Expect a full review next month. 


tors, text § 
3-compatil 
and even 


Genlock for pros 


At the other end of the pricing spec- 
trum comes Magni Systems’ new 
Model 4005 PAL genlock for the 


both icon-driv- 
en operation| i] 


and (for the 


the Laltiqrapher 


Memory Available> 8136496 


Work >Gold¢98> 
Source>No Active Source Font 


Pattern>No Active Pattern 
Stule No Active Stule 


Colour fonts can enhance your video presentation considerably. 


purists among you) a powerful 
scripting language. If this sounds like 
the kind of thing you've been look- 
ing for, then contact Eschalon on 
0101 604 520 1543. 


Fonts galore 


If you need some new colour fonts, 
then there are plenty of new releases 
on the horizon. By far the most com- 
mon source of these fonts is America, 
where such companies as Zuma and 
Kara have been producing both 
mono and colour fonts for several 
years now. 

A new company on the scene is 
Miami-based CV Designs. They've 
just launched a new three-disk set of 
colour fonts in a number of different 
point sizes upto 85 point. 

They're completely compatible 
with packages such as TV*Text Pro, 
DPaint 3 and Calligrapher, mak- 
ing them ideal for people who 
wish to produce stunning text- 
based displays without having 
to put in too much effort. 
Each disk costs approx 
£15. CV are on 0101 617 
391 9224. 

Closer to home 
comes the news that 
\ Checkmate Digital 
ALtd (they of the 
A1500 expansion 


“e | : console for 
EDD the A500) 
have taken 


on distribution of the Olo range of 
colour fonts from Swedish company 
Artovinjett. 

As soon as they are made avail- 
able, you can expect a full review in 
this column. Stay tuned until then, 
but in the meantime, you can find 
out more by contacting Checkmate 
on 071 923 0658. 


Next month 


As well as the review of Silica’s 
new RocGen genlock, I'll be 
bringing you a comprehensive 


look at what the PD libraries have 
to offer the Amiga desktop video 
enthusiast, including video titlers, 
presentation systems and 
slideshows. 
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PHONE ANYTIME FOR FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE 


FREE WITH EVERY AMIGA 
PURCHASED 16 DAY HOLIDAY 
ACCOMMODATION FOR TWO 

PEOPLE - CHOICE OF 250 HOTELS 


AMAZING AMIGA SPECIALS 
NO HIDDEN EXTRAS - THE PRICE YOU 
SEE IS WHAT YOU PAY 


AMIGA COMPUTER 

A500 AMIGA 512K RAM Computer - Built- 
in 1Mb Disk Drive, Mouse, A520 TV Modu- 
lator and Power Supply, Workbench 1.3, 
Extras and Tutorial Disks ONLY 


AMIGA ONE MEG PACK 

A500 AMIGA 512K RAM Computer - Built- 
in 1Mb Disk Drive, Mouse, A520 TV Modu- 
lator and Power Supply, Workbench 1.3, 
Extras and Tutorial Disks. SUPPLIED WITH 
EXTRA HALF MEG 

EXPANSION PACK ONLY 


SCREEN GEMS 


2, Knight Breed and Days of Thunder, 
Deluxe Paint II Art Package. Plus FREE 
HT SHIA cw sidasasinesocccnarcee £49.99 


ASTRA GAMES PACK 

Ten Top Amiga Game Titles 

Worth nearly £230.00. 

DataStorm, Dungeon Quest, Grand Monster 
Slam, Powerplay, Microprose Soccer, RVF 
Honda, E-Motion, Tower of Babel, Kid 
Gloves, Shufflepack Cafe. 

Special Pric 


Cover, 
Special Pric 


AMIGA CLASS OF 90'S 
EDUCATION PACK 
AMIGA A500 with 1 MB U 
Educational Software 


ALL NEW AMIGA 1500 

For Home, Business, Education, Design & 
Leisure Fitted with 1Mb RAM, Twin Disk 
Drives and Separate Keyboard and CPU 
case as A2 

SOFTWARE pack includes 

THE WORKS - PLATINUM EDITION 
Spreadsheet, Database, Word Processor 
and Comms Package DeLuxe Paint Il Art 
Package and 1 Mb Seg Games: 
Their Finest Hour, Battle Chess, Sim City plus 
Terrain Editor, Populous plus Promised 


Model incl Leads... 
PHILIPS CM8833/lIl New Model High 
Resolution Stereo incl Leads. .......... £2 


GENLOCK 
RENDALE 8802 Genlock 


DUST COVERS 
TOP QUALITY AMIGA COLOUR DUST 
COVERS TAILORED, MONOGRAMMED 


CITIZEN Swift 9/24-124D 
AMIGA Monitor MKI . 

AMIGA Monitor MKIl 

AMIGA 1500 All in one Cover 


PANASONIC KXP1124 Printer 


PRINTERS 


We are CITIZEN SUPER DEALERS 
and Authorised to Offer their 
FULL 2 YEAR GUARANTEE ON ALL 
CITIZEN PRINTERS 


FOR THE MONTH OF MAY ONLY - 
THE AWARD WINNING CITIZEN 
SWIFT 9 AND 24 COLOUR PRINTERS 
WILL BE SUPPLIED AT MONO PRICES 
CITIZEN 120D + Serial or Parallel Interface 
Please State which when ordering ..£134.99 

CITIZEN 124D Lowest Cost 24 Pin 

Letter Quality Printer 

CITIZEN SWIFT 9 MONO as above except 
Mono until Colour Kit Fitted ‘ 
CITIZEN SWIFT 9 COLOUR High Spec.9 Pin 
with 4 Fonts and 240 x 240 dpi Colour 
Graphics. i 

CITIZEN SWI 


CITIZEN SWIFT 24 COLOUR High Spec 24 
Pin for Perfect Quality Text and 360x360 
dpi Colour Graphics. ............:::++++ £319.99 
SWIFT 9/24 COLOUR KIT easily fitted 
converts SWIFT 9/24 Mono printers into 
Colour Versions 

PANASONIC KXP1124 24 Pin 

STAR LC 10 MONO 

STAR LC-200 COLOUR 

STAR LC24/200 MONO. 

STAR LC24/200 COLOUR. ........... 

All Printers are Supplied with Ribbon, Connect- 
ing Cable and Plug and Ready to Go to Work. 
Please Ring for Prices of Printer 

Ribbons - Full Range Stocked. 

CASPELL RE-INK 

Ribbon treatment 


MIDI EQUIPMENT 
DATEL Midi Master Interface............£29.99 
Midi Leads Per Pair £5.99 


CUMANA CAX354 
DISK DRIVE... 
The Best Amiga Drive There Is. 


RAM EXPANSIONS 

512K RAM Expansion, Clock and Switch 
(Total |Mb Memory Capacity) 

Very easy to fit and does not invalidate 
warranty. 

Made by CORTEX - 3 Year Guarantee. 
Can be fitted and tested FREE of charge if 


purchased at same time as Computer. 


EXTRA SPECIAL DEAL 


BUY BOTH FOR 110 £85.99 


KCS PC POWER BOARD 

Run Professional MS DOS Software on the 
Amiga A500. 

Easy to Fit in Trapdoor underneath Amiga. 
No Loss of Guarantee 

Adds 1Mb Extra Memory to your Amiga 


BS Includes £130 worth of Software 


Supports A590 Hard Disk 


EXCLUSIVE! 
THE AMIGA TUTOR VIDEO 


For new and not so new Amiga Users - shows in clear grape detail all 


you need to know to become proficient in using 


SUBJECTS COVERED INCLUDE: 

@ Setting-up Monitors - Mouse Expansion 
@ Workbench Customisation - Copying - Renaming - Formatting 
@ Notepad - Menus - Fonts Saving - Printing 
@ Icons - Clock - Sizing - Moving - Scrolling Windows 

@ CLI Directory Structure - Start-up Sequence - Multi-Tasking 
@ Printer Set-up - Preferences 


@ Virus Protection 
For the cost of a game a wil 


to come. Ma 


ie Amiga 


| learn techniques that will entertain you for years 
e sure you get the best from your expensive investment 


£ BD. DB @ inc POST & PACKING 


Features: Excellent. . . a great help . . . sensibly it teaches you about the most practical areas - the ones 
you will need. Range of topics covered over an hour and a half is wide and, above all, practical . . . Put 
together by people who know a fair amount about the Amiga . .. AMIGA FORMAT - January 1991 


Excellent . . . simple answer to many tricky problems . . . well worth the asking price . . . if only such a 


thing was available in my formative years . 


ACCESSORIES 

Quality Soft Mouse Mat 
Mouse Bracket (to Hold Mouse) 
3.5" Disk Drive Head Clean. Ki 


PREMIER CONTROL CENTRE — Sits over 
Amiga as Monitor Stand & Second Disk 
Drive Holder. Colour Matched to Amiga 
and supplied with extension Plugs and 
Sockets to bring Ports forward to front side. 


TWIN Joystick/Mouse Extension Lead £5.99 
JOYSTICK/Mouse "Y"' Lead. £6.99 
JOYSTICK/MOUSE Switch Box .......£14.99 
3 METRE JOYSTICK Extension Leads ..£5.99 
AERIAL SWITCHING BOXES fit in TV lead 
to eliminate constant disconnection and 


SURGE Protector Plugs 

PRINTER Cables... : 
STEREO AMPLIFIER & SPEAKER SYSTEM 
for Great Sound from your Amiga ...£22.95 
Optional Mains Power Supply 


DISKS - DISKS - DISKS - DISKS 


. AMIGA COMPUTING - February 1991 


FULLY GUARANTEED DSDD BULK DISKS 100% Certified - either SONY, TDK or 
MITSUBISHI UNBRANDED - ALL INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED & WITH LABELS 
DO NOT CONFUSE WITH INFERIOR UNCERTIFIED 

: £5.49 Box of 50 


Pack of 20 


v£9.49 Box of 100 


Pack of 20 in Our Top Quality Lockable 40 Disk Holder 
Pack of 50 in Our Top Quality Lockable 80 Disk Holder 


10 Flip Top Disk Holder 
AO Disk Holder Lockable Top Quality. . 
80 Disk Holder Lockable Top Quality.......... 


POSSO BOX - Stackable Drawer Type Box - 


DISK LABELS 
Four Mixed Assorted Colours - 60 for 


SOFTWARE 
EDUCATIONAL & CHILDRENS 


Fun School 3 - Under 5.. 
Fun School 3 - 5 - 7 Years 
Fun School 3 - 7 and Over.. 
Junior Typist. ......0:.++006 
Micro English (GCSE). 
Micro Maths (GCSE)........-.. 


“Holds 150 Disks... 


Mega Maths (GCSE) 


Primary Maths............. : 
Reading & Writing 3-8 Years, LCL... 
Things to do with Numbers a 
Things to do with Words .. 


AMIGA BOOK SPECIALS 
Advanced Amiga Basic 
3D Graphics Programming in Basic. 


og! 
le and Out 


9 Amiga DOS - A Dab Hand Guide 
©) Amiga DOS Quick Reference Guide 


Amiga for Beginners. ... 


») Amiga Graphics Inside & Out 


Amiga Hardware Reference Manual 


F Amiga Machine Language 


Amiga ROM Kernel Librari : 
Amiga System Programmers Guide......£28.99 


© Amiga Advanced Systems Prog. Guide.£25.49 


Amiga More Tricks and Tips .. 


) Computes First Book of the Amig H 
©) Computes Amiga Programmers Guide £15.99 


Kids and the Amiga-Kids 
Programmers Guide to the Amig 
Using Deluxe Paint 2nd Edition . 
Amiga Desktop Video Guide . 

Amiga Desktop Video Workbool 
Amiga Printers Inside & Out + Disk. 
Making Music on the Amiga + Disk .... 


Scribble Platinum 
Pen Pal. 
Protext V4.2... 


Disney Animation Studio . 
Digi-View Gold...... 

The Works - Word Processor, 
Spreadsheet, Database etc 
GB Route... 


ZIPSTICK Superpro Auto 
VOLTMACE DELTA 3A Analogve...... 


These prices are Mail Order fal 
Refer to it if telephoning your order 
or bring this advert with you 
if shopping personally 


Lets Spell Out & About... 

Puzzle Book Vol 1 . 

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing 
Answer Back Junio: 

Answer Back Senior.. 

Kosmos - The German Master. 
Kosmos - The Spanish Tutor 
Kosmos - The Italian Tutor... 

Fact File 500 - General Science . 
Fact File 500 - 20th Cent.History 
Trivial Pursuit 


AUDITION COMPUTER SERVICES 


9a, St. Peters Street, Stamford, Lincs PE9 2PQ 
Send cheque or phone credit card details for same day despatch 


or come and browse in our shop. Minimum order £15.00 
prices include VAT and Delivery 


All 


VISA 


Telephone 0780 55888 Shop Hours - 0780 720531 out of hours 


Margaret Stanger goes : 
primitive to create a graphics 
display using Assembler 


ast month’s Code Clinic dis- 
if cussed the video display in 
great detai, so | will skip 
some of the preamble and concen- 


trate on creating a Graphics 
Primitives display using Assembler. 


Graphic description 


The colour of each pixel is related to 
the value of one or more data bits in 
memory. To create multicoloured 
images, the system must be told 
how many bits are required per 
pixel. 

In my first Viewport (blue), | have 
used 8 colours and 3 bitplanes, and 
the system retrieves one data bit 
from each bitplane. 

For each pixel data bits in the 
same horizontal and vertical position 
are combined by the system to cre- 
ate a binary value. 

This determines the display color 
for that pixel. The system uses a 
bitmap structure which contains the 
height, width, depth and location of 
the bitplanes. 


My view 

The display is created from a set of 
instructions in the view structure., 
This structure is initialised using the 
command InitView, and linked to the 
first viewport. 

Each viewport is initalised with 
default values, and its own para - 
meters are added later:- 


lea myview,al 
jsr _LVOInitView(a6) 
lea myview,a5 
move.l  #vpblue,d0 
move.t d0,v_ViewPort(a5) 


Each Viewport needs a RasInfo 
structure containing a pointer to the 
bitmap with the bitplane infor- 
mation. If the viewport has 
dual playfields, the first RasInfo con- 
tains a pointer to the next RasInfo, 
which has a pointer to the second 
bitmap. 

The picture in memory can be 
larger than the screen image, by cre- 
ating a bitmap larger than the view- 
port area. 

The Rasinfo structure has the off- 
sets for the relative position of the 
display to the complete picture. 

In this example the bitplanes are 


the same size as the viewports, and 
the offsets are zero. 


lea myview,al 

jsr _LVOIni tView(a6) 
lea myview,a5 

move. #vpblue,d0 

move. d0,v_ViewPort(a5) 
lea vpblue,a0 

jsr _LVOInitVPort(a6) 
lea vpblue,a5 

move.w #320,vp_DWidth(a5) 
move.w #48,vp_DHeight(a5) 
move.w #0,vp_Dy0ffset(a5) 
move.Ww #0,vp_Dx0ffset(a5) 
move.l #vpredandgrey,vp_Next(a5) 
move. #riblue,d0 

move. d0,vp_RasInfo(a5) 


Highly coloured 


Left to itself the system will use 
default colours. There is a command 
GetColorMap which will allocate 
space for a colourmap and return a 
pointer to it. 


move.l #32,d0 

jsr _LVOGetColorMap(a6) 
movem.l d0,colourmap 

move. d0,a5 

move.l cm_ColorTable(a5),d1 
movem.l d1,colourtable 


The colourmap has a pointer to 
the colourmap’s colourtable, and the 
desired colours can be copied into 
this data structure. 


move.  #31,d0 

lea colours,a5 
move. colourtable,a4 
colourloop: 

move.w  (a5)+,(a4)+ 


colours: 
dc.w 
dc.w 
dc.w 
dc.w 
dc.w 


$0,$00f ,$00e,$00c 
$00a,$008,$006,$004 
0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0 
0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0 
0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0 


d2 
— _LVOInitBitMap(a6) 


lea BMblue,ad — 

move. #2,d5 

lea bm_Planes(a5),a4 
bluerasters 

move.t  #320,d0 

move.l  #48,d1 


jsr LVOALLocRaster(a6) 
tst.l  d0 


beq abort! 

move.t d0,(a4)+ 

dbra d5,blueraster 
Flicker free 


Now that all the data structures are 
complete, the command MakeVPort 
asks the system to make a set of dis- 
play instructions (or copper list) from 
the structures in the Viewport. 

This has to be done for each 
ViewPort. The command MrgCop 
merges these copper lists into a sin- 
gle instruction list. 

LoadView turns on direct memory 
access (DMA) and the display will be 
shown on the screen. Any flicker can 
be reduced by waiting for the beam 
to reach the top of the frame. 


remakedisplay: 
lea myview,a0 
lea vpblue,al 
jsr _LVOMakeVPort(a6) 
lea myview,a0 
lea vpredandgrey,a1 


jsr _LVOMakeVPort (a6) 
lea myview,a0 

lea vpgreen,at 

jsr _LVOMakeVPort(a6) 
lea myview,al 

jsr _LVOMrgCop(a6) 
jsr _LVOWaitTOF (a6) 
lea myview,al 

jsr _LVOLoadView(a6) 
tts 


Each area can have its own set of 
drawing instructions, or 
RastPort structure. 
InitRastPort puts in default 
values. When the RastPort 
has been linked to its bitmap it is 
possible to use the Graphics Library 
drawing commands. 


Getting the picture 


The listed program first saves the 
address of the old view using the 
gb_ActiView offset from the graph- 
icsbase. The view is initalised and 
three viewports. 

The first viewport is 48 lines high 
with 8 blue colours and three bit- 
planes. The second viewport is 100 
lines high with dual red and grey 
playfields. The third viewport is 48 
lines high with 32 green colours and 
5 bitplanes. 

The drawing routines have been 
used to produce a series of rectan- 
gles on the screen. In the second 
viewport the grey playfield is domi- 
nant except for transparant areas of 
colour zero. 

There is a short delay before the 
first 8 colours of each viewport are 
cycled, and another delay before the 
program releases the allocated mem- 
ory, replaces the old view and exits. 
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There’s mounting alarm about the appalling standards of spelling 
among Britain's schoolchildren. MPs, teachers, parents and 
employers are all stressing the vital importance of being able to 
spell correctly. 

Yet most homes have what could be the ideal means of teaching 
spelling — the computer. 

Instead of zapping aliens it could be turned into the best weapon 
of all to deal a body blow to bad spelling. With the help of a 
brilliant new software package that not only makes practising 
spelling painless but also loads of fun as well. 


In a Flash: Read the word as it flashes on the screen, then type it in. 
For practice runs, the word is left on the screen as it is typed. 


Rocket: Hidden words have to be discovered in this hi-tech version of 
the old favourite Hangman. If they are guessed correctly the rocket will 
blast-off. Fail and all that's left is a load of scrap. 


Lunar Buggy: Type fast for fun. The aim is to key in the word as it's 
pulled across the screen by the buggy. It has to be completed before the 
letters drop down a crater. 


All Mixed Up: Jumbled letters have to be sorted out to find the 
scrambled word. To help beginners - and anyone else who is stuck - 
clues can be obtained at the press of a key. 


Conveyor Belt: Words pass by on the 
screen and have to be remembered. Then 
they must be typed in - spelt correctly. 
This is a challenging test of both spelling 
and memory. 


All the programs have several 
options for extra flexibility - like 
a timer with on/off option to 
add that extra challenge. 


Please send me a SPELL! 
package for my computer 
(Tick as appropriate) 


| wish to pay by: 
_} Cheque or postal order payable to Database Publications 


Passing an exam... 
applying for a job... 
whatever you want fo do in 


SPELL! is unique. It lets the user learn at his or her own pace. 
They can take as long as they like — or take on the computer in a 
high-speed challenge! 

And this one package is ideal for everyone — with the lowest age 
group suitable for under-5s, while the more advanced words will 
stretch even the most able students. 

It includes five different tests, each making use of more 
than 5,000 words - so much variety that you'll never 


get bored. 


SPELL! only costs £8.95. It is now 
available on disc and tape for six of the 
most popular home computers and can 


be ordered on the form below. 


NAN scsvseccsscansisesccscnsicsuesgnuconsiisasssxiasdeaseabussesesstscastuxssaesvvas eodtnisurribsasieeeTieatesetetths 
SIQNO ssisstessscssvsiasssutecsasszsascessevsnssstusscoocecvstesuvveaysacatcsssiatosneasseteucsbneststeiyosisenepeassanoens 


POSS ssessssessutesssscsanskssi cieinaticaaeianaitocraascasidresetm nha ouinieantwiaitenasassitertaseaeistess 


Exp. date 
/ 


LPL LI LE 


Daytime phone number in case Of QUEFIES.............sssssecsssessneesseesnesssneesnnesssesssnestes 


(] Compact/Archi/Elk (3.5" disc)  (_) BBC/EIk (5.25"40T) |] BBC/EIk (6.25" 80 T) 
3612 3610 3611 


I 

I 

I 

i] 

I 
= 
l L] Credit card No: 
I 

I 

I 

I 

| 


BBC/EIk (tape) {1 Amiga (disc) 1 ST (disc) 
3617 14 3613 


7 PC(35") © PC(5.25") 
3616 3615 


36 


Jason Holborn brings you the latest 
gossip from the Amiga music scene. 
Miss this at your peril 


ans of Demonware’s 
acclaimed game music cre- 
ation system TFMX will be 


pleased to learn that a major 
upgrade will be with us really soon. 

Demonware have listened to 
many of the criticisms which were 
levelled at the original release, 
updating and adding features to 
TFMX 2. 

The new program boasts many 
new features including comprehen- 
sive editing tools and full support for 
Midi, making TFMX 2 one of the 
most powerful sound chip composi- 
tion systems yet produced for the 
Amiga. 

Probably the most major new fea- 
ture is the inclusion of support for 
Midi communications. TFMX can 
now be operated via Midi-compati- 
ble devices such as synthesisers, 
mother keyboards etc. 

Obviously the most immediate 
use is for the input of performance 
data by playing it directly on your 
Midi keyboard, but TFMX also fea- 
tures powerful Midi synchronisation 
options. These allow TFMX to tran- 
form the Amiga into a dedicated 4- 
channel Midi sound module. 

Editing was particularly poor with- 
in TFMX 1, especially if you were 
used to the more traditional method 
of music composition. Thankfully, 
Demonware have taken notice of this 
obvious omission with the inclusion 
of an all-new Pattern Editor which 
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Here it is— an aathacive: picture of Teijo's new 8-channel music eidtor, OctaMed 


allows TFMX sequences to be edited 
in a graphical form, much like those 
editors employed by Midi 
sequencers. 

Sampled instruments may sound 
realistic, but they have one major 
failing - they eat memory, lots of it. 
For those of you with extravagant 
tastes but not enough memory to 
satisfy them, TFMX now has a com- 
prehensive synthesis module which 
allows you to create analog-like 
synth sounds that fill only a few 
bytes of your precious memory. 

You can create realistic (and very 
trendy) acid-like squelchy bass 
sounds and sweeping analog tones. 

TFMX is now a complete one-stop 
music creation system. Not only can 
you arrange scores, but you can now 
create your instruments without hav- 


Music-X 2 bites the dust 


Yes, the unimaginable has hap- 
pened - Microlllusions have killed 
off what is undoubtedly the most 
important Amiga music product in 
existence. 


s within the music industty 


WUSIC-X_ Perf: Tears, Perf 
SEGIN END CEL CE CUE3 CES SET 


4 > PlnY >> erecoro CEng 


ere’s no doubting that with- a 
ave Joiner’s acclaimed Midi 
sequencing system, the Amiga 
would never have achieved the — 
see the light of day. 


that it is now enjoying. According 
to a source close to Music-X pro- 
grammer Dave, he has ceased 
development of Music-X in favour 
of products for Commodore’ Ss 
forthcoming CD-based Amiga, the 
CDTV. Despite considerable inter- 
est from users, it seems that 
Music-X version 2 may now never 


The new release promied to 


| add many of the features that 


MusicX users have been crying out 
for — full score editing, drum edit- 


sing, plus a whole lot more. Unless 
_a third party developer decides to 
fill the gap left by David's decision, 


it looks as if MusicX users will be 


left high and dry. 


ing to first load a dedicated sample 
editor. 

If you've got a sampler connected 
to the parallel port of your Amiga, 
you can even grab samples from 
directly within TFMX and then clean 
them up Using its comprehensive 
sample editing tools. 


Med goes pro 


Hot on TFMX 2’s heels is a brand 
new release of Teijo Kinnunen’s 
acclaimed PD music editor, Med. 
After putting the finishing touches to 
Med version 3 (it’s on the 
coverdisk!), Teijo is now beavering 
away on a new felease which is not 
only more professional than previous 
ones, but has one major feature that 
leaves most of the competition 
standing — it is 8-channel. 

OctaMed is fully compatible with 
previous releases, but Teijo has 
pushed the Amiga’s sound hardware 
to its very limits to allow a maximum 
of eight different sounds to be 
played simultaneously. Although not 
an original idea (Oktalyser has been 
doing it for months now), OctaMed 
sacrifices nothing in the sound quali- 
ty department. 

Editing has also been tidied up 
substantially. OctaMed will include a 
powerful MusicX-like bar editor 
which employs a sort of ‘semi-stave’ 
approach to allow you to view your 
musical creation in a more familiar 
format than the usual vertical row of 
numbers. 

Teijo had intended to sell 
OctaMed as a commercial product 
for about £50 to £75, but in a fit of 
generosity this price has been 


slashed to just £10. Teijo hopes that 
by selling OctaMed at such a low 
price, many more Amiga users will 
be able to afford what will undoubt- 
edly be a major Amiga music release. 
For more info, contact AmigaNuts 
United on 0703 785680. 


More Music-X 


The news isn’t all bad for MusicX 
owners, however. Microlllusions have 
revealed that a number of new add- 
on modules will soon be released. 
Although they are far from being 
major, they further extend the edit- 
ing power of Music-X. Here’s what is 
on offer :- 

DEFLAM - Nobody can record a 
complex keyboard part into Music-X 
without a few mistakes creeping in. 
Quantization can correct all the tim- 
ing errors, but what about all those 
little extra notes that seem to appear 
whilst your hands zip around the 
keyboard? You need Deflam. Deflam 
will automatically remove any notes 
shorter than a specified length. 
SCATTER - Sequenced music has 
always been critisised for being too 
‘rigid’ and perhaps even too ‘per- 
fect’, but you can now inject feel 
(timing errors!) into your music to 
make it sound more human. Scatter 
achieves this by adjusting the param- 
eters of a selection of randomly cho- 
sen notes. 

PRINTEVENT — You don’t need a 
brain the size of a planet to guess 
what this does! Put simply, 
PrintEvent er,... prints events. It 
allows you to get a hard copy of the 
sequence data displayed within the 
Music-X Event Editor. 


Books for 
musicians 


Prolific author RA Penfold has 
released a new book that may 
be of interest to Amiga musi- 
cians. Published by PC 


Publishing, the new book is 
called Advanced Midi Users 


Guide, the follow up to 
Penfold’s previous Midi book, 
the Practical Midi Handbook. PC 
Publishing can be contacted on 
0732 770893. 
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Make the most of your Amiga’s superb 


sound capabilities by linking it to Sound- 
blaster’s high quality stereo amplifier and 
speakers. 

Using the latest microchip technology, the 3 
specially designed amplifier can deliver an 
ear-shattering five watts of music power. Bo 
Twin controls provide complete control over 
volume and balance. 

The 50 watt speakers consist of a woofer, 
a mid-range and a tweeter for the highest 
possible sound quality. Thumping bass, 
crisp trebles: You'll hear them all with 
incredible clarity. 

The Amiga Soundblaster comes complete 
with mains adaptor and full instructions. No 
alterations to your computer are required 
— just plug in and switch on to re-discover 
sound on your Amiga. 


ost your computer's sound with an 
AMIG OUNDBL STE 


sound aster 


Capture any sound you hear 
and replay it in seconds 


It’s so easy to use: Simply connect the sampler to your 

Amiga, load the software and immediately you have the 
- ability to capture sounds with amazing accuracy. 

Connect your compact disc player or personal stereo 
and digitise sounds to incorporate into your own games 
and tunes. 

The supplied software provides complete control over 
the sampled sounds: Cut and paste them, flip and fade 
them and you’re still only using a tiny fraction of the sound 
processing tools available. 

Best of all, the comprehensive instructions will soon 
have you creating your own public domain demo disks 
complete with IFF picture files. 

It’s the perfect sound sampling package for beginners 
and experts alike. 

Master Sound is a complete hardware and software 
sampling system for only £34.95 


“Is it real or is it Master Sound?” 
— Amiga Computing, May 1990 


See order form on page 124 


Quartet is a stunning sequencing package that will allow 
you to compose anything from a jingle to a symphony. 

Making full use of the Amiga’s unique four channel 
stereo sound system, Quartet is equally at home playing 
Depeche Mode or Debussy. Quartet comes complete with 
full instructions, a disk full of sound samples and full 
source code to allow you to intergrate your tunes into your 
own programs. 

What’s more, Quartet is MIDI compatible, so you can 
connect a suitable keyboard or synthesiser to enter notes 
directly. 


— Amiga Computing, August 1990 


Is getting online getting to your 
finances? Eddie McKendrick helps 
calm your bank manager down 


ever else Comms may be, it is 
not one of the cheapest hob- 
bies known to man. 

Countless people catch the 
comms bug, only to spend more 
cash than they can afford. Huge bills 
mean huge hassle, taking the fun out 
of getting online. 

There are two factors to consider 
when trying to keep costs down; dis- 
tance and time. Using the right soft- 
ware it is possible to get more out of 
comms while putting less time and 
money in. 


| t cannot be denied that what- 


Down the local 


With the advent of digital telephone 
networks it is as easy to get a good 
connection to the USA as it is to call 
a board three doors down the road. 

International calls are not cheap, 
even at cheap rate. The bulk of 
downloadable software tends to 
migrate over to the UK fairly quickly 
and messages go global via the vari- 
ous mail networks. 

If you are going to call a foreign 
board, ask yourself if it is really worth 
it before spending loads of money 
downloading or reading something 
you could probably have sourced in 
the good old UK. 

It is possible to become even 
more canny, if less adventurous, and 
try to restrict long bbs calls to those 
within your dialling code area. 

Just as messages and files find 
their way into the UK from abroad, 
they will find their way to a local 


board given a little time. Some peo- 
ple would argue that the whole 
point of comms is to get your key- 
board out and about and explore the 
world with the aid of your trusty 
modem. It’s all very noble, but a file 
is a file is a file, no matter where it is 
downloaded from. 


Clock Watching 


With comms perhaps more than any 
other hobby, time truly is money. 
The less time your modem is hooked 
up to the line, the lower your tele- 
phone bill will be. 

You can stop the online timer get- 
ting to dizzy heights by using the 
cleverest comms packages and utili- 
ties you can lay your hands on. 

If you regularly download files it 
makes sense to use the fastest trans- 
fer protocol you can. Most decent 
boards support Zmodem, as do most 
respected comms packages for the 
Amiga. 

If waxing lyrical at length is more 
your cup of tea, it is possible to use 
offline mail readers to download, 
read and reply to messages at your 
own pace. It’s amazing how much 
more intelligible people become 
when they have time to think before 
they type in messages. 


The time, the place 


Another obvious tip which tends to 
be lost on most comms buffs is to 
use the telephone lines when it is 
economic to do so. BT have three 


charging bands for calls within the 
UK. Peak rate is between 09:00- 
13:00. This is when it will cost you 
more to “make that call”. 
Moderately cheaper, but still by no 
means a bargain is “Standard” 
rate. This is operational 
between the 
afternoon 
hours of 
13:00- 


18:00 and gut 
also x hal - 
odd hour in ge" 

the morning, ses 


between 08:00- 
09:00. 

BT's bargain 
basement hours are between 18:00 
and 08:00 Monday-Friday and all 
day Saturday and Sunday. This is the 
only time you should really entertain 
going online for any degree of time. 
Make no mistake, “Cheap” rate isn’t 
really cheap at all, but it is the best 


inuniclios 


deal you can expect from BT's pied 
piper. 
If you go in for long distance 
communicating and you 
are fortunate enough to 
be hooked up to a 
digital exchange, 
you should get 
Mercury at your 
first opportunity. 
The Mercury 
Communica- 
tions network 
cannot handle local 
calls but it can save you a 
fortune on national and more impor- 
tantly international ones. 
Subscription to Mercury is less 
than £9 a year and using it can save 
around 25% on national calls and 
14% on international ones, provid- 
ing you use the service off peak. For 
more information on hooking up call 
their information line on 0800 246 
000. 


Noise on the Net 


Following las 
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Plot 


PostScript 
Graph plotting 
for the Amiga 
£75.00 Inclusive 


SciTech Software 


23 Stag Leys 
Ashtentl . 
Surrey 
England 


KT21 2TD 
(0372)275775 


Information available on request. Dealer enquiries welcome. 


NEWSAGENTS ORDER 


Please reserve a copy of Amiga Computing 
magazine every month until further notice 


AMIGADOS, 
Release, 


ANALOGIC COMPUTERS (UK) LTD 
152 Latchmere Road 
Kingston-upon-Thames 

Surrey KT2 5TU 


Telephone: 24 hrs 
7 days a week 
081-546 9575 
Tel/Fax: 081-541 4671 


__| I will collect 
|_| I would like it delivered to my home 


Amiga A500 Class of the 90’s Pack 
3'/." External Disc Drive.............- 

512K Ram + Clock ....... 
That’s A MOUuSE......0..cccsssecccccovssossvecssccesevsoncnsecsoncossassensenesevevscnesencoseveroussace 


REPAIRS 
Fey Gish on eeree  emamee Mapes Ba Ne his £39.99 


* All Prices Exclude VAT & Delivery 
* Please call for a quote on other Commodore Products as well as for best 
prices on Sale/Repair/Upgrade of Atari Products 


Note to Newsagent: Amiga Computing should be 
available from your local wholesaler. If not contact 
Carolyn Wood on 0625 878888 
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AMIGA BOOKS 


Amiga for Beginners ......ssssseeee£ 12.99 
Amiga Machine Language ..............£14,95 
Amiga System Prog. Guide.............. 
Amiga DOS Inside & Out... 

Amiga C for Beginners 

Amiga Desktop Video Guide... 

More Tricks & Tips 

Making Music on the Amiga... 

Amiga Kernal ROM: Libs & Divs 

Amiga Hardware Ref. Guide............ 
Advanced Amiga BASIC 

AmigaDOS: A Dabhand Guide 

Getting the Most from Amiga. 

First Book of Amiga 


Amiga BASIC Inside & Out..... 

Amiga 3D Graphics in BASIC........... 
Advanced System Prog Guide......... 
Amiga Disk Drives Inside & Out 

Amiga C for Advanced Prog. ......... 
Amiga Graphics Inside & Out......... 
Amiga Printers Inside & Out.......... 

Best of Tricks & Tips vain 
Amiga Kernal ROM: Includes............£28.95 
Mapping the Amiga... 19.95 
Amiga Assembly Language Prog .....£12.95 
Amiga DOS Quick Reference. 

Becoming an Amiga Artist.........s.0 
Second Book of Amiga 


MILTON KEYNES (0908) 677176 
Amiga 500 


Tutorial Video 


For those who find the Amiga hard to get on 
with or those who haven’t quite mastered the 
Workbench Environment. 


This video runs for more than two hours 
showing in superb detail how to connect all 
peripherals. 

Duplicate, Rename, Formatting of disks, 
Menus, Windows, Preferences, 
Loading, Saving and many other topics. 
Also with a unique index system to get straight 
to the topic you need. 


Send your cheque for only £12.00 inc P/P. 
Payable to: Pennylane Video 
42 Leopard Drive, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks 


Trade Enquiries Welcome 


Elementary Amiga BASIC sai 
Amiga Desktop Video Workbook. 
Inside Amiga Graphics 


£29,95 (d) 
£14.95 
Programming the 68000 (Sybex).....£22.95 


Leisure Suit Larry Story eee 195 
Jack Nicklaus Computer Golf...........£10.95 
Official Book of Kings Quest.............. £9.95 


Kids & The Amiga 

Amiga Companion........ 

AmigaDOS 2 Companion 
AmigaDOS Ref Guide 3rd Ed. 

F15 Strike Eagle Handbook... 
Falcon Air Combat....... 

Gunship ACadeMY.......ssccsseessseene 


(d) - includes disk — Send SAE for our new descriptive catalogue 


Free delivery in UK and Europe and surface mail worldwide. 
Add 30% for airmail outside Europe. Access & Visa accepted 


DTBS 


18 Norwich Avenue, Rochdale, Lancs 0L11 5JZ Eee 
Tel/Fax 0706-524304 ; 


Peter Hickman wit 


for getting hundreds 
without incurring spe 


hew... What a month! The 
Jo ssc: Compiler has finally 
arrived, and it’s pretty nifty. 

On my B2000 it compiles the 
average program (about 60k of 

) source code) in eight seconds! A full 
review will appear soon. 

Also in the final stages of comple- 
tion is the long-awaited AMOS 3D, 
which should be available within 
days of reading this (well, maybe a 
couple of weeks). 

The 3D system comes complete 
with an editor which allows you to 
create just about any type of object 
you could want simply by glueing 
different shapes together. 


Smooth moves 


The AMOS Public Domain Library 
now has over 190 disks in its cata- 
logue. Give Sandra Sharkey a bell on 
0942 495 261 for more info about 
prices and availability. 

The last piece of news is that 
Mandarin have changed AMOS for 
the German and American versions. 
Instead of being released with the 
Castle AMOS adventure game's the 
package will now contain a simple 
card file program called Dataflex 
(which by the way was written by 
me!). 

AMOS handles animation very 
well, and the theory behind creating 
and moving smooth cartoon-like 
objects in AMAL is very simple (we 
covered this in an earlier AMOS col- 
umn). 

Of course there are limits to the 
power of AMAL and you really can- 
not have more than about 16 large 
objects animating without things 
slowing down. 

Have you ever wondered how to 
get hundreds of objects on a screen 

without incurring the speed penalties 
that you might expect from any of 
the usual animation methods? 
| The answer is simple — page flip- 
: ping. This is a technique where you 
draw objects on different screens 
and then jump between each screen 
) to create the illusion of movement or 
animation. It’s a bit like drawing little 
: matchstick men in the corner of a 
book, each one in a different posi- 
tion, and then flicking through the 
pages to create your own little 
movie. 
On the cover disk you will find a 


= 


SURFACE (2-1! 
OETAIL 


sprite file called MEN.ABK, load this 
into AMOS from direct mode and 
then go back to the editor. 

First we hide the mouse, and set 
up two variables. SPNUM is the 
number of the BOB we will draw 
onto the screen and MXSCREEN is 
the number of screens (+1) we will 
use to do our page flipping. 


Close Editor 

Close Workbench 
Hide On 
MXSCREEN=6 
SPNUM=1 


Next we must open up all of the 
screens that we will use in the demo. 
Half meg owners should just about 
have enough memory to open seven 
screens if they don’t have an external 
drive (if you do switch it offl). 


For I=0 To MXSCREEN 
Screen Open 1,320,200,16,Lowres 
Flash Off 
Curs Off 
Cls 0 
Autoback 0 
Get Sprite Palette 
Screen Hide I 
Next 1 


Now comes the interesting bit - we 
first draw a man, flip the screen, 
draw another man (in a slightly dif- 
ferent position), flip the screen etc. 
We change the BOB we will use by 
incrementing the variable SPNUM. 

When the Amiga bleeps just press 
a key and you will see the next piece 
of animation drawn. 


For T=0 To MXSCREEN 
Screen Hide SCR 
Add SCR,1,0 To MXSCREEN 
Screen Show SCR 
Screen To Front SCR 
Screen SCR 
Paste Bob 120,70,SPNUM 
Add SPNUM,1,1 To 7 

Bell 

Wait key 

Next T 


Now we should have seven screens 
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screens 
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like the Fun School 3 menu does) 
you sometimes need to close all of 
the screens currently opened. 

Unfortunately you do not always 
know what screens have been 
opened by a previous program, so to 
close every screen just use the fol- 
lowing lines of code 


While Screen<>-1 
Screen Close Screen 
Wend 


If no screens are opened then the 
function SCREEN will always return 
the value -1, otherwise it will return 
the number of the currently chosen 
screen. Simple huh? 

Ok, that example was interesting 
but let's face it, one man running 
about and taking up seven screens in 


memory is hardly impressive is it? So 
how about a few more, 32 more in 
fact? 

The next program follows the for- 
mat of the previous one except that 
in the middle you will notice that it 
draws a lot more men on each 
screen! 


Hide On 
NXSCREEN=6 
SPNUM=1 

' 


' Open screens 
' 


For 1=0 To MXSCREEN 
Screen Open 1,320,200,16,Lowres 
Flash Off 
Curs Off 
Cls 0 
Autoback 0 
Get Sprite Palette 
Screen Hide I 
Next 
' 


' Generate screens 
' 
For T=0 To MXSCREEN 
Screen Hide SCR 
Add SCR,1,0 To MXSCREEN 
Screen Show SCR 
Screen To Front SCR 
Screen SCR 
For LOP1=0 To 160 Step 70 
For LOP=0 To 250 Step 25 
Paste Bob LOP,LOP1,SPNUM 
Next LOP 
Next LOP1 
Bell 
Wait Key 
Add SPNUM,1,1 To 7 
Next T 
' 


' Do swaps 


For LOP=1 To 500 
Screen Hide SCR 
Add SCR,1,0 To MXSCREEN 
Screen Show SCR : Screen SCR 
Wait 5 

Next LOP 

' 


" Close screens 
' 


While Screen<>-1 
Screen Close Screen 
Wend 


Nifty or what? We've run out of 
room for this issue but on the cover 
disk you will find a few more exam- 
ples, including movement combined 
with page flipping (and my head!!). 

Have a play around with the rou- 
tines and see what you can achieve, 
it’s great fun. 

Oh and by the way, the graphics 
for that geezer we have been experi- 
menting on were drawn by a whizz 
of a graphics artist named Stuart 
Cambridge. Thanks Stoo! 
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Cc commodore 


Mi Amiga A3000/100, 25Mhz 6MB £2995 
A1500 from £645! =f Amiga A3000/50, 25Mhz3MB £2795 


Wi Amiga A1500 latest UK model £645 
A ~ . plus DPaint3, Works Platinum etc 
Prices Include VAT, delivery & warranty. Il Amiga A1500 with A2088 PC-XT £849 
Please add £15 for overnight delivery. bridge board & 5%” disk drive 
£895 


All systems are tested before despatch. [J Amiga A1500 with 20MB 
On-site maintenance options available. autoboot hard disk 


mmm B2000 + XT Bridge Board + 20MB autoboot hard disk £1195! 


HA RAM for A590, per MB... 

Wi SCRAM for A3000, per MB... 
WA KCS PC Power Board 

i Supra Modem 2400 Plus MNP 


Wi Supra Modem 300-2400 baud 
WA A2630 card 25MH2/FPU/4MB_ £1295 ym supra 240021 internal modem 


WHA2286 PC-AT board & 53" drive £675 gy multiscan monitor 14" 1024x768 

WH A2088 PC-XT board & St’ drive £225 wy az320 Display Enhancer for above£ 249 
WHC2058 8MB Board, 2MB installed £196 weup deskJet 500 inkjet, 300 dpi |= £475 
MRAM for above, per 2MB £72 whup PaintJet colour inkjet 180 dpi £875 
WA2232 Multi Port Serial Card £199 wy Rendale 8802 Genlock £169 
W Quantum ProDrive 40MB tims £275 gy Rendale Pro Genlock £575 
Wi Quantum ProDrive 100MB tims £425 ga rrameGrabber 2 all colour modes £495 
W Quantum ProDrive 200MB 11ms £725 & overscan, up to 640x400 resolution 
WA2091 card for ProDrive, 2MB 0K £189 MM SuperPic Genlock/Digitiser £495 
WERAM for above, por MB (max 2M8) £36 Il SketchMaster 18x12 dwg. tablet, ¢495 
W External Drive unit for ProDrive £95 1000 Ipi, with stylus & 4-button cursor 


PERIPHERALS 


mmm =©B2000 + 40MB Quantum + A2630 4MB Accelerator £2295! 


Why not enjoy the free Teletext databases 
with the MicroText Teletext adaptor... Fully 
programmable, with Fastext facility, instant 
access to last 16 pages, double page view, 
telesoftware loader, auto-start/background 
operation... Pages can spoken, printed as ASCII or graphics, saved as ASCIl or IFF files... 
And it turns your 1081/1084/8833 monitor into a digital TV! Available now for only £144! 


TELETEXT 


mmm Amstrad FXO9600AT Fax + Printer + Copier + Scanner £115 off! 


M@ SAS/Lattice C v5.10A £159.95 
WM A/C Basic v1.3 109.95 
A/C Fortran 179.95 
Wl APL 68000 Level Il v7.30 299.95 
@ Dos-2-Dos 34,95 
@ Workbench 1.3 Enhancer 12.95 
W SuperPlan Pro spreadsheet with business graphics, time planner 39.95 
WM SuperBase Personal 2 Relational database power, without programming! 39.95 
Wo" Professional 3 "The Rolls-Royce of Amiga databases” (NCE) 144.95 
Mm =" " Professional 4 Much enhanced and with many new features 349.00 
M@ Advantage v1.1 Fastest Amiga spreadsheet with WP & Co-Pro support 89.95 
@ C64 Emulator v2 Don't throw your C64 software away! 49. 
Mi Doctor Aml Guru stopper... disables bad disk blocks and RAM! 

Mi Disk Mechanic Tune-up, backup, salvage, plus new CLI commands 

@ Excellence 2 New improved version... Word Perfect with graphics! 94.95 
M@ Pagestream 2.1 Many major new features incl. Agfa/Adobe fonts 139.95 
WM Professional Page 2.0A Now with WP, 24-bit & Pantone colours & more 174.95 
M@ Professional Draw 2 Improved version with auto-trace, curved text & more... 89.95 
CG Outline Fonts 35 Agfa CG fonts for ProPage, ProDraw 2, PageSetter 2 89.95 
Pen Pal v1.3 Rev 14 £67.95 Ml Pagesetter 2 49.95 
M TransWrite Gold Disk 34.95 ll Professional Page Clip Art 34.95 
@ Works! Platinum Edition 59.95 lll Professlonal Page Templates 34.95 


PRODUCTIVITY 


aan ALL PRICES INCLUDE DELIVERY AND 173% VAT ann 


B AmigaVision v1.53G £79.95 
Ml Digiview Gold v4.0 94.95 
Turbo Silver v3.0A 89.95 
Wi De Luxe Paint Il 24.95 
Wl De Luxe Paint Ill 54.95 
@ SpectraColor 64.95 
Powerful new version of popular CAD program 69.95 
Real broadcast quality titling with 4-level anti-aliasing 154.95 
The ultimate in video presentation, titling & effects 154.95 
Choice of 5 sets of 4 anti-aliased fonts, per set... 89.95 
i TV-Text Professional Latest full-feature video titler, includes Zuma fonts 74.95 
@ TV-Show v2.02 Video presentation, special effects & transitions 54.95 
Bl Video Effects 3D v1.2a Smooth playback, unlimited 3D effect combinations 129.95 
Wi The Art Department £54.95 Ml Digipaint 3 59.95 
@@ Art Department Professional 129.95 Ml De Luxe Video 3 89.95 
@ 3D Professional v2 249.95 Mi Walt Disney Animation Studio 89.95 


MM IF YOU WANT IT TOMORROW... CALL US TODAY! ON 081-546-7256 BM 


Prices are POST FREE & include VAT. 


Order by phone with your credit card, Bases 

orsend cheque/PO or your credit card aa 

number. We welcome official orders. 

Software sent same-day by 1st Class 

post, but please allow five days for aa lote 


hardware delivery, unless overnight. 
LAKESIDE HOUSE, KINGSTONHILL, SURREY, KT27QT. TEL 081-546-7256 


CREATIVITY 


Bi Introcad Plus 

® Broadcast Titler 2 
i Pro Video Post 

Bi Pro Video font sets 


Prices subject to availability. Ref. A78 


VOLTMAGCE 


ANALOGUE JOYSTICKS 
NEW ZOOMER, DELTABASE A, DELTA 3A 


To run Flight Sim II, F19 and MIG-29 FULCRUM and PD software AIRWARS. Coming 
soon more analogue software like F15 Strike Eagle II from MICROPROSE. Several 


DELTA 3A JOYSTICK (ANALOGUE) 


F19 STEALTH FIGHTER 
MIG 29 FULCRUM 
FLIGHT SIM II (SUB LOGIC) 


other major software companies are ready to include analogue joystick routines. 
NEW ZOOMER YOKE (ANALOGUE) 11" x 11" - sprung return to centre yoke joystick 
with trimmer controls and a digital mode for ordinary use. £59.95 


DELTABASE A YOKE JOYSTICK (ANALOGUE) 
DELTA 3S SWITCHED JOYSTICK (HAND HELD) 
AMI-CAT MOUSE ELIMINATOR JOYSTICK 


SCENERY DISCS (WESTERN EUROPEAN, HAWAIIN ODYSSY ETC.) 
EXTERNAL 3.5" DISC DRIVE (THROUGH PORT & DISABLE SWITCH) 


GUARANTEED 3.5" DISCS £4.00 FOR 5, £6.00 FOR 10 INC P&P 
PRINTER RIBBONS RE-INKED £1.50 EACH 


DELTA 3A JOYSTICKS ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH YOUR LOCAL DEALER OR 
CAN BE PURCHASED DIRECT FROM US. ALL PRICES ARE FULLY INCLUSIVE. 


Unit 9, Bondor Business Centre, London Road, 
Baldock, Herts, SG7 6NG. Telephone (0462) 894410 


£16.95 
£34.95 
£16.95 
£34.95 
£24.95 
£27.95 
£29.95 
£14.95 
£59.95 


AUTHORISED DEALER FOR * AMIGA * STAR * 


AMIGA (UK MODELS ONLY) 
Amiga 1500: B2000 + 1084SD + Twin 

Floppies + The Works! Plat 

DPaint 3/Battle Chess/Sim City/Populous 
Their Finest HOUF.........ssssssecssssseees 938.00 
As above without Monitor ..........ssssscessesssssee679.00 
WHY NOT ENHANCE YOUR A1500 WITH ONE OR 
MORE OF THE FOLLOWING 

Supra 48/80Mb A’ boot Drive Card..............319/399 
SUPRA DRIVES INCLUDE EXPRESS COPY 
BACKUP & CLIMATE S/W 

XT Bridgeboard + 5.25" Drive + 

MSDOS 4.01 .... : evi sensseent 99.00 
AT Bridgeboard + 5.25" Drive + 

MSDOS 4.01 ... ee ...639.00 
Supra 8Mb RAM Board Pop 2Mb sessseeeeeed 79,00 
Supra 8Mb RAM Board Pop 4/6/8Mb.....279/379/479 
Hi-Res Video Card (Flicker Fixer)...........::s+++219.00 
A500 First Steps Education Pack 539.00 
A500 Screen Gems Pack including 
512K RAMICIOCK........sessssssssssssseesseseeesssssseneeee879.00 
A500 Base Pack. esseoenee 19.00 
Commodore 64C Night Moves Pack ..........+....149.95 


DISK DRIVES 
A590 Autoboot 20Mb. 
A2000 Internal 3.5” .... (p&p £2) 69.95 
A500 Replacement Internal 3.5" (p&p £2) 69.95 
Roctec Super Slim Amiga Ext 3.5" 
Metal Cased (p&p £2) 59.95 


MONITORS 
Commodore 1084S Stereo 
Philips 8833-II Stereo Colour... 
Interquad Hi-Res Multi-scan 0.28mm 
Super VGA 


PRINTERS 


Citizen 120D+... 

Star LC-10 

Star LC-200 Colour........... 

Star LC24-10 

Star LC24-200 

Star LC24-200 Colour... 

Star XB24-10 24 pin INC COLOUR 


MISCELLANEOUS 
KCS PC Board for A500 inc. 
MSDOS 4.01 .....ssssccccssssseeeees (p&p £2) 219.00 A 
A500 RAM/Clock 512Kb with 
Disable Sw (FREE p&p) 39.00 PM 
RAM Chips for A590/2091 
per 512Kb 
A500 Compatible Power 
Supply 
Kickstart V1.3 ROM for 
A500/2000 .......ssssseeccesssees (FREE p&p) 29.00 
1Mb Fat Agnus 8372A.......(FREE p&p) 75.00 A 
CIA Chip 8520 3 
Vidi-Amiga PAL Frame 
Grabber inc filters 
RGB Composite Video 
Splitter (FREE p&p) 69.95 
Surge Protector 4-Way Block/ 
13A Plug (p&p £2) 16.95/12.95 9 | 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE 17.5% VAT 
CARRIAGE £5 (EXPRESS £10) 


Prices subject to change without notice. E. & O. E. 


8 Ruswarp Lane, WHITBY, N. Yorks YO21 1ND 
TEL/FAX: 0947 600065 (9am-7pm) 


Margaret Stanger 


uses her Intuition and 


goes for a scroll... 


y previous article des- 

cribed how to create a 

screen display using rou- 
tines from the graphics library. A 
view and several viewports were 
defined, and some simple drawing 
done in each one. 

Each Intuition screen also has a 
viewport. Once the viewport address 
is known the primitive graphic rou- 
tines can be used on a screen and its 
windows. 

Each viewport has a RasInfo struc- 
ture containing a pointer to the 
bitmap with the bitplane infor- 
mation. If the viewport 
has dual playfields, the 
first RasInfo contains a 
pointer to the next 
RasInfo, which has a 
pointer to the second bitmap. 

The picture in memory can 
be larger than the screen 
image, by creating a bitmap larger 
than the viewport area. The RasInfo 
structure has the offsets for the rela- 
tive position of the display to the 
complete picture. 

It is possible to link an Intuition 
custom screen to a custom bitmap 
when opening the screen. In this 
example the bitplanes (640 x 400) 
are larger than the viewport (320 x 
200), and the offsets are zero to start 
with. 

If the x and y offsets are changed, 
the viewport ( or the window) dis- 
plays a different part of the bitplane. 

A very smooth scroll can be pro- 
duced by increasing or decreasing 
these offsets up to four pixels at a 
time, and updating the display 
instructions. 

If the offset is i, and the Rasrinfo 
structure rired : 


scrollx(i) 
long i; 


rired->Rx0ffset=i; 

/*tupdate the x RasInfo offset*/ 
RemakeDisplay(); 

/*Intuition updates the display*/ 
} 


scrolly(i) 
long i; 


rired->Ry0ffset=i; 

/tupdate the y RasInfo offset*/ 
RemakeDisplay(); 

/*Intuition updates the display*/ 
} 


Every time the RasInfo offsets are 


changed the display needs to be 
updated using the commands 
MakeVPort, MrgCop and LoadView. 
The command MakeVPort asks the 
system to make a set of display 
instructions (or copper list) from 
the structures in the viewport. 

The command MrgCop merges 
these copper lists into a 
single instruction list. 
LoadView turns on 
direct memory access 
(DMA) and the display 
will be shown on the 
screen. Any flicker can be reduced 
by waiting for the beam to reach 
the top of the frame. 

When using windows and 
screens, the Intuition Library has a 
very convenient RemakeDisplay that 
updates the display in just one com- 
mand. 

The program produces the display 
by opening a SUPER_BITMAP win- 
dowon a screen with its CUSTOM- 
SCREEN and CUSTOMBITMAP flags 
set.It could have been written as in 
last month’s CODE CLINIC using 
graphics primitives only, without the 
Intuition Screen. 


struct NewScreen TheNewScreen = 


0,0,320,200,3, 

1,3, 

NULL, 
CUSTOMSCREEN|CUSTOMBITMAP, 
NULL, 

NULL, 

NULL, 

&BMred, 

}; 


struct NewWindow TheNewWindow = 
{ 

0,0,320,200,0,1,0, 
ACTIVATE|SUPER_BITMAP, 

0,0,0, 

0,0, 

64,20,320,200, 

CUSTOMSCREEN, 

}; 


Both the screen and the window 
are linked to the bitmap (BMred) 


ince : 


Pe] Li sting ae “SDE ar) 


pigs 


#include ‘e 
#intlude 
#include 
#include 
#include raphd 
Finclude ‘intuitio 


lone litraries=6; 


which is lapger than the screen: 


viewport=(Stnuet ViewPort *) 
ViewPortAddress(thiswindow); 


/*save the viewport address*/ 


rired=(sipuet RaSintO *)Viewport= 
>RasInfog 
/*save the RasInfo address*/ 


The drawing routines have been 
used to produce a series of red Verti- 
cal and horizontal stripes on the 
screen. 


stripes() 


/*tind the RastPort address*/ 
redrastport=thiswindow->RPort; 
for(i=0;i<34pit#) 

/*draw solid vertical stripes*/ 

{ 

SetAPen(redrastport, 148); 
RectFill(redrastport,20*1,0,32+20*1,400 
); 

} 

for(i=0;1<20;1++) 

/*draw spaced horizontal stripes*/ 
{ 

SetAPen(redrastport, i148); 
RectFill(redrastport ,0,20*1,639,10+20*i 
); 

} 

} 


The display scrolls right, up, left 


\ 


Soup yard ablesk’ 


etructur 
E ctructurek, 
cInto pointer®s 


Sethe co) ourst’ 


and down with a short delay in 
between. 


scroll() 


Delay (100); 
for(iz0;i<100;i++) — scrollx(i); 
/*scroll right*/ 
Delay(100); 
for(i=0;i<100;it+) — scrolly(i); 
/*scroll up*/ 
Delay(100); 
for(i=100;i>-1;i8) 
/*scrol 
Delay (100); 
for(i=100;i>-1; if) 
/*scrol 


scrollx(i); 
left*/ 


scrolly(i); 
down*/ 


} 


After the scrolling the program 
closes the window and screen, frees 
the bitplanes and exits. 

The program uses graphics library 
routines, and also includes intuition 
library routines and the Delay routine 
from the dos library. Summaries of 
these libraries were included on the 
support disc in earlier parts of this 
series, and the routines are described 
in full in the ROM KERNAL MANUAL 
- Libraries and Devices. 


@ NEXT MONTH: Reading IFF pictures and 


decoding compressed picture files. 
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Tel: 6 Lothair Road 
0533 440041 Aylestone 

Fax: manda dg Leicester 
0533 440650 ALTERNATIVE IMAGE LE2 70B 


TH BIG ALTERNATIVE SCROLLER 


20 Fonts © Choose from a variety of typeface styles. 

4 Defineable colours © Up to 4 colours (chosen from 4096) can be displayed on screen. 

Drop shadow © BAS has the capacity to create drop shadows in any font. 

High resolution with full overscan @ Crisp text right up to the screen edge. 

Horizontal and Vertical scrolling @ Your text can enter your screen from right to left 
or scroll from bottom to top . 

© Change speeds instantly whilst scrolling text 


Minimum requirements - a standard A500 with 1MB of RAM. 


9 Speeds 


A VHS tape demonstrating the scroller genlocked over live video footage is 
available at a cost of £5.00 - refundable on return of tape or on purchase of... 


THE BIG ALTERNATIVE SCROLLER 
£51.00 (incl. VAT) plus £1.00 p+p 


MAKE YOUR AMIGA EARN! 


Yes making money with your Amiga becomes incidental when you know how. 
Your micro is, if only you knew it, a gold mine. The size and make is irrele- 
vant. Make the initial effort. NOW by starting your own 
HOME BASED BUSINESS. 
This may be the most important move you will ever make! 


REMEMBER: You'll never get rich by digging someone else's "ditch". Anyone 
in the country, including YOU, can become very rich in a relatively short peri- 
od of time just by doing a few basic things! It's more rewarding than playing 
games. The benefits are many and varied, Full or part time. For FREE details 


send S.A.E. to: 
HOME BASED 
BUSINESS 
31 PILTON PLACE (AM25) 


KING AND QUEEN STREET 
WALWORTH, LONDON SE17 1DR 


3'/" DISKS inc LABELS 
These disks are 100% error free and fully 
guaranteed with a 2 for 1 replacement. We're 
sure you will order from us in the future. 


KYC SOFTWARE — PHONE FOR DETAILS 


P&P: 50 disks & over £2.50. Under 50 disks only £1.50 
All prices include VAT. Send cheques or Postal Orders to: 
HOP NOW 


pel, KYC Disks 


Dept AMC, 9 Barmouth Road, Wandsworth, London SW18 2DT. 
Tel: 081 877 3738, 081 870 0469 or 0860 763576 
Open Mon-Sat from 10am-7pm 


CALLERS 
WELCOME 


AMIGA REPAIRS & SPARES 


SPARES: Rom V1.3... 


8520 CIA 
8371 Fat Agnus 


5721 Buster.. 
8372 Fatter Agnus... 68000 MPU.. 


5719 Gary ....... £24.00 41256 RAM.. 
8364 Paula...... £40.00 LES 7 cscecccs 
MSM 6242 Clock. £12.00 8362 Denise . 
6570-036......... £19.00 414256 RAM 
ROMIVA2 a cccnsasssaese H 8373 Denise 


Many other spares available 
A500 Internal Drive 


ACCESSORIES: 


Amiga A500 Screen Gems Pack...... £370.00 
Cumana CAX354 3.5"... ..£80.00 A500 PSU ........ 
External Drive 3.5" £70.00 Amiga Mouse .. 


All prices include postage and packing 
Fixed Amiga Repairs £40.00 - pee not cover keyboard or drive faults) 
3 months warranty, 1 week turnaround 


| ACE Repairs, Dept AC, Outways Farm, Pelynt, Looe, 


Cornwall PL13 2NW 
®@ (0503) 20282 


AMIGA CONSOLE UNIT 


Monitor console and keyboard unit 
Mousehole and second drive space 
Keeps cables tidy 

Non-magnetic aluminium 

High quality texture finish 

Plenty of ventilation 

Easy to clean 

Installed in minutes 

Designed specifically for the A500 
Colour co-ordinated 


YOUR AMIGA Available directly from: 
LIKE THIS FOR ONLY KONTAX COMPUTERS 
£29.95 + £4.00 P&P DPT AC6, lla Waldeck House 

Waldeck Road 
Cheques and Postal Orders only 


Maidenhead 
Allow 28 days for delivery a po 


0628 773212 


Dealer enquiries welcomed 


Why buy an ordinary sound sampler - when 
you can buy a recording studio? 


TECHNOSOUND 7:::50 


SOUND SAMPLING SYSTEM FOR 
THE AMIGA 


* Song sequencer 


* Midi sequencer 

* Variable digital delay 
* Variable cut buffer 

* Full multi tasking 

%* 57 recorded samples 


State of the art true stereo cartridge 

Over 100 interactive functions 

Simple to use tutorial and user guide 

Stunning real time effects include: Echo, Reverb, 
Hall, Voice Synthesis, Phaser and Vibrato 
Extensive editing and looping facilities 


Upgrade available to 
existing users for only 
£6.00 + £1.00 p&p 


BROOKLANDS HOUSE £3 1 99 


BRYNGWYN 
+ £1.50 POST AND PACKING 


Nay 


DIMENSIONS 


RAGLAN 
GWENT NP5 2AA 
0291-690933/690901 
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The design of a page is all-important. And, no, we don't copy our design from somewhere else! 


owever carefully you 

typeset the words, write 

the headlines, choose 
the typefaces and illustrations, the 
result can still look a mess if you 
ignore the design of the page, which 
is not necessarily dependent on any 
of these. 

The easiest way to design a good 
looking publication is to find some- 
thing similar that you like the look of 
— and copy it (a technique not 
unknown to professionals). 

Reproducing professionally 
designed work will help you appreci- 
ate its qualities. It does need to be 
something similar though. It’s no 
good producing a newsletter for 
plumbers in the style of Vogue, or a 
job application in the style of Viz. 

The best way is to grasp the fun- 
damental principle that underlies 
most modern professional designs. 
The basic concept is that of a grid. 
Once that is mastered (and it 
shouldn’t take more than a couple of 
lifetimes), you can approach any DTP 
job with confidence. 

As its name suggests, a grid is 
nothing more than a division into 
measured units of your page. The 
vertical units are set by the margins, 
the columns that will contain your 
body text (that is, the main text of 
your publication excluding head- 
lines) and the spaces between the 


columns. These are measurements 
set automatically by DTP programs 
from a requester box, which simply 
require you to enter the size of the 
margins and the number and width 
of the columns, when they will be 
shown on-screen. 

Horizontal units will not be shown 
automatically. But DTP programs do 
include an option for a grid to be 
drawn on the page, which can be set 
at whatever measurements you 
need. 

| use a grid of an inch square (or 
its equivilent in centimetres or picas, 
the other normal units of measure- 
ment). 

A grid provides a structure on 
which you can build your design. 
The first decision to make is the 
number of columns to a page. Once 
that is set, the other elements - 
headlines and illustrations — slot into 
the overall design. 


Cartoon capers 


A page within which text is set in 
three columns automatically provides 
you with a choice of running your 
graphics or headlines over one, two 
or three columns, depending on the 
prominence you wish to give them. 
The grid structure enables flexibility. 
For example, in a three-column grid, 
you could also run an illustration 


over two- ith 
the captio er 
half-colu 

Indeed a 
dynamic o- 


ing out of their : space a 
part of a neighbourin : 
Comics (or graphic novels, if you 
want to be fancy), which adhere to 
the grid approach more strictly than 
most publications, use a similar tech- 
nique by having figures stepping out 
of their frames to suggest movement 
or violent action. 

But it is as well to master the more 
formal approach before breaking the 
conventions. The body copy or text 
provides the rigid structure of the 
design since it is normally placed on 
the page within columns of an equal 
size. 

The text columns provide an over- 
all and basically unchanging shape. 
Variety is provided within the 
columns by using type in different 
sizes, styles and more than one type- 


Our guest columnist John 
Walker edits the Amiga area on 
Micronet. This article is part of a 


series on DTP which can be 
accessed by keying *AMIGA# 
online. 


eon Pub 


face. The density of the columns of 
type is lightened by the addition of 
sub-headings, which remain within 
the column setting. 


Vision in Blue 


Designers have usually worked up 
their layouts on special pages printed 
with grids in blue, which will not 
show up when the finished layout is 
photographed. You can follow the 
tradition by printing blank pages 
marked with a grid and designing 
your layouts on them. but it is quick- 
er to do it on-screen with DTP pro- 
grams. 

You can specify the columns you 
want, import text, which at this 
stage can consist of anything (| keep 
a file of 1,000 words in Latin for this 
purpose) and have tinted boxes to 
represent the graphics. Using 50% 
magnification in Professional Page 
and PageSetter or the Show Full 
Page option in Pagestream will 
enable you to see the whole page 
on-screen. 

With PageStream, | usually work 
on the Show Facing Pages option, 
which displays two pages side by 
side. It’s better to see both, since 
that basic unit of design of a book or 
newsletter or similar publication is a 
spread of two pages, which need to 
balance one another. It’s a source of 
irritation that neither of Gold Disk’s 
DTP programs yet provide this facili- 
ty. 

You can alter on screen the 
dimensions of graphics and play with 
the balance of text, illustrations and 
headlines far more easily than you 
can an on paper, where every 
change requires a fresh sheet. 

Both Professional Page and 
PageSetter provide space next to the 
displayed page where you can store 
the various elements of the design 
while you move things around. In 
PageStream you can keep clip art 
and other elements in a separate 
window. 

Obviously there’s no room here to 
go into the basics of design in detail 
but the concept of the grid is easy 
enough to grasp. It is an enormous 
boon to beginners since it provides a 
firm structure and disciplined 
approach to any type of publication. 
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AART MICRO 


Set 1: Borders (73 clips) £29.95 


Set 2: Transport, Road Signs, Maps and Misc (121 clips) 
COMPUTER CONSUMABLE SPECIALIST Set 3: Wedding Bits, Menus, Shop Signs and Sports (126 clips) Per set 


3.5 Bulk DS DD Disks INK JET TO T-SHIRT 


.5 Bulk HD Disk 
ae 5 Disk tabek TRANSFERS TO T-SHIRT IN GLORIOUS FULL COLOUR 
: With our special paper you can transfer your artwork to fabric, caps, ties, 


3.5 Disk Cleaner canvas, even your car 
3.5 40 Cap. Lockable Disk Box Simply print and iron on. 


3.5 80 Cap. Lockable Disk Box 4 x A4 SHEETS £7.00 inc. VAT & p.p. 


> Od EOP SOERANIE DISK BOF ; PRINT BUREAU SERVICE AVAILABLE 
3.5 80 Cap. Stackable Banx F 


Cumana CAX 354 External Drive ae : THE COMPLETE PALETTE 


Mouse Pad 3 16 palette screens with all 4096 AMIGA colours for perfect matching of out- 
Mouse Pocket as a : put to screen £27.45 inc VAT & p.p. 


4 Player Games Lead 


lomieisebRubead XEROX 4020 DRIVER 


oystick Ext Lead 3M .... . ” ; : 
Joy Enhanced driver gives full control over densities, colour correction algorithm 


ie sag oe bead gives blues instead of purples. £27.45 inc VAT & p.p 


Seal 'n' Type Thru Cover : 
Quickshot Python Turbo Ill... os a . At last, inks at a price you can afford. 
Quickshot Maverick ate sok 4: Why pay £1000 per litre? Our specially formulated inks have been tested for 


Quickshot Flightgrip . over a year to give superb results 
30ccs £8.50 inc VAT & p.p 


11 STONALD AVENUE, | Access, Visa, PO's, Cheques welcome (no cash please) | 
WHITTLESEY, PETERBOROUGH 1A HINCKLEY ROAD 


Sales Hotline (0733) 350242 LNB a aia 
qo Oy 


Opening hours: 7am-7pm / 7 days LEICS. LE9 7NG 
All prices include postage & packing BA CONPUOTBERS (0455) 840106 


WHO ELSE CAN OFFER YOU THESE PRICES? 


MHK PRODUCTIONS 


COMPUTER ACCESSORIES HI QUALITY FUJI BULK DISKS S AVE MONEY ORDER NO V ) 
Mouse Mats 6mm... ‘i £1.95 3.5" DS/DD 3.5" DS/HD ; . 
ibe ec ee. weitere al 7 40x3.5" £4.75  10x3.5"HD......£9.15 A-10 Tank Killer.............. £26.99 LemmingS.............+ seeeeeE 19.99 
3.5" or 5.25" Disc Labels eoesneane 2513.5" ee pal age Colossus Chess 4.......... £19.99 Line of Fire ........... +-£18.99 
3.5"/5.25" Lib C £0.95 mS: : a: Cay i 
ainisiae? Choate ia oon B03 400x3.5"......£35.00  100x3.5"HD £77.00 Eagles Riders................. £19.99 M1 Tank Platoon............. £23.99 
PC AT Dust Cover................. £4.95 500x3.5".....£161.50  500x3.5"HD £359.00 ECO Phantoms .............. £19.99 MIG= 29 iessvsascsusavsecaanveccaexs £26.99 
PC XT Dust Cover... £4.95 INCLUDES LABELS imi 
80 GoliPrinterGaven $2.95 Eliminator Nebulus 2............. + £16.99 
132 Col. Printer CoveF......ccsssssseeee £2.95 . a vee — Reale ns EDIG ccsccsrsicvents costvccneveesd ; North and South.............£16.90 
x: wenacns sasdeata x: Faery SM 
HIGH QUALITY RIBBONS 30X5.25" £8.75  30x5.25°HD......15.50 F-16 Falcon PANG -.sssseeersseecesees £17.99 
Amstrad PCW 8512........£320 Epson LX800 £2.85 50X5.25"...... £14.00  50x5.25"HD......£24.50 F-19 Stealth Predatoh 2... sscescssvavessaavs £18.99 
Amstrad PCW 9512 Epson LX80 £2.00 100x5.25".........£25.00  100x5.25"HD....£46.00 z : 
Anstad Due aan ta P HAPIOBY £96 500x5.25".......£117.00  500x5.25"HD....£225.00 : 29 floral . Powermonger Sriperennnncen £19.70 
tt 1 AV XP 1124. 2.90) 
Boer MOC 28) kK oa The ahove disks contain Labele, Envelopes errari Formula 1 wit O: Pro Tennis Tour .-£16.99 
Citizen Svilt 24 £3.85 e ribbon you require is nat and W.P's. 100% certified to error free and Flight Command............. Rick Dangerous 2........... £16.99 
Citizen 1200 £3.35 listed please call: 0273 90022 are quarameed: FIIGKt SHIM 2 is ccscssvccevsennnaed : ROBOCOP 2.5.5 ssessisssieszaad £18.70 
LOCKABLE DISKBOXES BRANDED DISKS & DATA CARTRIDGES Fruit Machine. Sherman M4............000 £16.90 
3.5"X40 Capacity oo... £3.50 “Branded Disks*** oc Cartridges" ” Future Tank ... Speedball? scsi £16.75 
3.5"x80 Capacity wire LAOS Sony 3M ett ‘ 
3.5°X100 Capacity .annnnnnennnn£5.95  35°D800 8582 DEGIDA £14.38 Strider 2... £16.90 
3.5°X120 Capacity ocecennsennnnenennn £6.50  35°DSHD 175 1.75 PCOS cea Super Off Road £18.85 
5.25"x50 Capacity .. casino 5.25" DSDD 58 58 4mm Cartridges £15.40 Team Suzuki................... £16.99 
5.25"X100 Capacity... £4.75 5.25'DSHD 1.07 1.07 gmmCartridges «£14.66 
All above boxes contain two keys and dividers Minimum Order 100 Disks Carlisle IBM 3480 £3.90 Teenage Turtles.............. £19.99 
Tennis Cup . 16. 
COMPUTER PAPER/LABELSILASER SUPPLIES 5 Cup apap 
Total Recall........... £19.99 


**Computer Paper*** SUX Wigan 
11 x 9.5 60gsm PLAIN/MR........£12.95 31/x 15 
11x 14.5 60gsm MR/PERFS ...£18.50 4X 115/16 .oocesssccsssssssseeseeee 
Exact A4 L/Paper 80gsm.........£23.00 2 ACROSS LABELS 


Above prices are per box BX 1 5/ag save £2.95 Canon/HP Series II Toner...£77.00 
of 2000 sheets BX 18g sone 


von £3.40 
Ad Copier Paper 80gsm ae Canon/HP Series IIP Toner.£79.50 
500 Sheets per ream..........£2.60 gy 47 . “3.95 Epson GQ3500/5000.......... 


***Computer Labels*** DX 15/6 cesssstessessseessssseeesssseeeG.00 Panasonic KXP4450........... 
1 ACROSS LABELS All above prices are per 1,000 
23/4 X 17/161 ACFOSS...........04+ £3.40 Sheets. Minimum Order 1 Box. Panasonic KXP4420........ 


£3.40 ***Original Laser Supplies*** 


Kings Quest Ill Pack.......£36.99 = Turrican 2.0... 
LASENIN A 2icccssisivcerscetcset 20 Tower of Babel................ 


£5.50 Canon/HP Series | Toner....£77.00 


ask for more : 
JK on orders over c‘urope add £2 per item. 


2 = - Please send Ch PO to: 
ALL ABOVE PRICES INCLUDE fae. % Coe euene saad 
_ VAT @ 17.5% ABBCO (Sussex) LTD 
ati te 3-5 Day £3.95 Unit 2, Park Farm, Hundred Acre Lane, Wivelsfield Green, 
ext Day £12.00 Nr Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 7RU. 


E&OE All goods subject to availability. All ) E 
prices subject to change without notice. | Mec Tel: 0273 pepe Line) 


MHK PRODUCTIONS 
3 FURLONG ROAD, LONDON N7 8LA 
Tel: 071-607 0882 


Speccy emulator 


| am writing in reply to the letter headed 
‘Commodore Speccy’ in the letter pages of issue 
35 of Amiga Comuting. 

The Spectrum Emulator is available from our 
PD Library at a cost of £1 for the disk plus £1 P&P. 

The emulator has a range of features including 
the facility to load games from tape via a sound 
digitiser, which means that your old Spectrum 
games can be transferred to the emulator without 
trouble! 

A complete listing of our offline PD library can 
be downloaded from our bulletin board on 0293- 
884117 (300 - 2400bd) or by post from Runway 
A500 (PD Sales), The Hope, Vicarage Road, 
Crawley Down, Sussex RH10 4J]. 

| hope this information is of help to readers 
inquiring about the emulator. 

Steve Sheldon, Sysop Manager, Runway A500, 
Crawley Down, Sussex. 


How's this for starters? 


Judging by some of the recent letters and com- 
ments, a few of your readers want to know how 
to start in assembly language programming. 

I've wasted quite a few quid on over-technical, 
assume-you-know-the-basics type books, and 
have finally found a good, entry level 68k pro- 
gramming book - 68000, 68010, 68020 Primer, 
by Kelly-Bootle and Fowler, published by Sams, 
ISBN 0-672-22405-4 (£20). 

Although not specifically for the Amiga, it is an 
excellent book for beginners. 

Keep up the good work on a truly excellent 
magazine and, no, | don’t have an interest in the 
book company! 

Michael Ferrier, Louth, Lincs. 


| want to be transformed 


Do any of your readers know of anyone who still 
sells ‘The Transformer’ PC emulator? | know it is 
slow and is text-based, but most of my PC pro- 
grams are text-based anyway. Can you help? 

L F Jones, Fordingbridge, Hants. 


Is there anybody out there who can advise? 
Call us or write to us, and we'll be happy to 
pass on any glad tidings. 


The creative urge 


| would like to buy AMOS The Creator. However, 
my brothers tell me it is almost impossible to 
learn and start to wave their hands about to indi- 
cate the size of the manual. 

Personally | reckon | could cope with the 300 
page manual, the only problem being the time | 
would have to spend going through it. 

Are they right in saying it is extremely hard to 
get to grips with, or are they just being sexist? Do 
you know of any demos of AMOS | can get hold 
of to try it out before | buy it? 

Kate Hall, Wisbech, Cambs. 


Buy it and prove them wrong, Kate. There is 
some work involved, as with all applications 
which fall into the more serious category, but 
if you're keen enough to succeed, you'll win 


Write to Ezra Surf, Amiga Computing, Euroa House: Adlington Park, 


through. Demos of AMOS? Contact Sandra 
Sharkey at the AMOS Public Domain Library, 
25 Park Road, Wigan, WN6 7AA, Tel (0942) 
495261. 


Grovelling pays off 


Congratulations on the best Amiga magazine by 
far: the others are only worth a casual flick 
through in the local newsagents. Amiga 
Computing is the only one worth buying. 

| have only had my Amiga 500 for a short 
while but | am already very interested in DTP 
applications. | am contemplating buying 
Pagesetter II, but would like to know more about 
it before | spend my hard-earned money. 

In the March issue | noticed a about in the 
‘International Rescue’ section about an article 
reviewing this program in April 1990. 
Unfortunately | also noticed an item in the same 
issue saying back issues are not available. 

Surely someone at Amiga Computing must 
have a pile of back issues in their personal stock 
because | can’t believe such important contribu- 
tions to Amiga literature would be thrown away, 
certainly not by such intelligent people! (is that 
enough grovelling?). 

Please, please, PLEASE could someone send me 
a photocopy of this article? | know it will be an 
objective and thorough review, and | promise | 
will buy every issue in future. 

Simon Snewin, Stoke-on-Trent 


Back issue availability is unfortunately restrict- 
ed to the last six issues at any one time, and it 


Macclesfield SK10 4NP- 


would be an administrative nightmare for us 
to start a general photocopying service. 
However, Simon, because you've grovelled so 
well, and so long as you keep your side of the 
bargain, you will be receiving a copy of our 
objective appraisal of Pagesetter II in the post 
any day now! 

Incidentally, those back issues for the past 
six months should be ordered from Database 
Direct, FREEPOST, Ellesmere Port, South Wirral, 
L65 3EB. Back issues include the cover disk and 
the cost is £3.10. Postage is, of course, free if 
you're in the UK. See our Reader Offers near 
the back of this issue for full details. 

The best solution is to place a regular order 
or become a subscriber, then there’s no chance 
of missing anything! 


Sexism takes a bashing 


@ Stevie Kennedy's article calling for an end to sex- 
ism in computing in the February issue of Amiga 
Computing obviously struck a chord with the writer 
of the following letter. 

Just to fill you in on the background, F. A. Mari 
has written to another Amiga magazine, Amiga 
User Intnernational, part of Maxwell Specialist 
Magazines (with which we have no connection) 
complaining about an article plugging an apparent- 
ly overtly sexist computerised jigsaw puzzle. 

In that letter, she says she is “appalled that you 
evidently felt it worthwhile to celebrate this waste of 
time and intelligence on the part of the (doubless 
male) programmer, and with a picture, too,” and 
adds: “It really is about time that some thought was 
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given to the raison d’etre of computing. Would 
YOU like your son/brother/father to buy this jig- 
saw? Do you think it likely that your daughter/sis- 
ter/mother would buy it? Would you like your 
daughter/sister/mother to have been the model for 
this jigsaw?” 


Her letter to us is as follows: 

| enclose a copy of a letter | have sent to Amiga 
User Internatiol, following your back page article 
in the February 1991 issue of Amiga Computing. 

This letter expressed my views on sexist soft- 
ware and also on wider issues. Sexism pervades 
the entire computer industry and the possible 
purchase of sexist software is the END of the line, 
rather than the beginning. 

Who sold you your machine? Who have you 
spoken to on the phone about your machine? 
Who writes the majority of both letters and arti- 
cles in the magazines you read? Who opened up 
your ‘box’, if anyone ever has? Who are the peo- 
ple YOU consider to be most computer literate? 

As you say, Stevie, until this issue is addressed 
by public debate these very serious problems will 
proliferate and girls and women will have less 
and less influence on the very fabric of the soci- 
ety of which they are a legally equal part. 

| regret that neither of my letters are on 
Amiga readable floppies but | am in fact a PC 
user! (Doesn't stop me having views, though!). 

All the best. 

F A Mari, Kingsbury, London 


@ Do you have a view on sexism in comput- 
ing? If so, why not help to keep the debate 
going by dropping me a line? 


Top of the zaps? 
While browsing through the magazines on the 
shelves of my local newsagent, | had an idea 
which, if adopted, could change people’s views 
on computer games. 

My idea is the creation of a television pro- 
gramme, much like Top of the Pops, but to do 
with computer software. 

The programme could include features such 
as: 

@ Top Ten Games — a list of top games for all for- 
mats 

@ Interviews — conversations with top program- 
mers and graphic artists etc. 

@ Previews - in depth view of games currently 
being developed. 

@ News - information like game prices and 
release dates 

| believe such a programme would be warmly 
received by the punters. However, perhaps the 
computer magazines - yourselves included - 
may see this type of television series as a threat 
to your livelihood as gamesplayers would not 
have to pay to receive up-to-the-minute comput- 
er game news. 

What are your views? 

S N Hardy, Sheffield 


| love your idea of a computer games TV pro- 
gramme. It would probably be best suited to 
Channel 4, which bravely caters for many dif- 
ferent interests and groups. It might be an 
even better idea if it covered not only games, 
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Chaos and Megadeath... 


| bought my Amiga 500 second-hand about 
three months ago, and for a while everything 
worked perfectly. | received many games with 
the computer which were all copied. When | 
loaded up one of the disks, a message 
appeared on the screen reading: “Chaos and 
Megadeth present another cool spread ——- 
does this bootblock offend you?? If so then call 
me (find my number and its usage will be 
stopped). 

Examining the bootblock more carefully 
with Killdavirus III | found the phone number 
but when | dial it | get the unobtainable tone. 

Examining some of my other disks, | found 
that one was infected with the AIDs virus and 
another with the Northstar virus. | tried con- 
tacting the person from whom | had bought 
my Amiga but he has moved away. 

Now, for the same reason, | can’t save any- 
thing, or copy or initialise any disks, and thus 
can’t move the viruses. 

Sometimes, after the computer has been on 
about 20 minutes, it crashes and a guru medi- 
tation message appears on the screen. 

Please help. 

Gregor McCarthy, Dundee. 


You are suffering because of the stupidity of 
your machine's previous owner, I'm afraid. 
Using “cracked” software has its price. 

So what can yo do now? A good start 
would be to consign all your pirated games 
to the formatting pile. If any of your com- 
mercial software has been damaged run it 
through “Killdavirus”. It may salvage the 
software. It may not. Try to keep these 
infected disks away from your computer and 
it should be fine. 


but some of the other interesting applications, 
too. 

Would we see such a programme as a threat 
to our livelihood? | seriously doubt whether a 
show lasting half an hour or so could ever rival 
the range of coverage we give in Amiga 
Computing. We estimate that to cover all 
aspects of the Amiga like we do would require 
a programme lasting the best part of a day! 
And then, what about the formats covered by 
other magazines? 


School for computer fliers 


| caught Amiga-itis last November when | had 
Sublogic’s Flight Simulator 2 demonstrated to me 
at a friend’s home. 

A few day’s later, my friend helped me spend 
around £600 on an A500 and accessories so that | 
could also experience the mysteries of this com- 
puter and satisfy my craving for flight simulation 
programs. 

| am fortunate that, some years ago, | held a 
licence to fly small fan-driven aircraft and also 
gliders. So it was not too difficult for me to get 
these programs airborne and back down on the 
ground in one piece. 

Some of the less flight-experienced people 
who also own Amigas and have flight sim pro- 
grams seem to get disheartened quite quickly 


after a few crashes. So my question is to pro- 
grammers: Why has there not been an instruc- 
tion program written to teach budding computer 
pilots to fly? 

| feel sure it could be done, with instruction 
prompts flashing on the screen, ‘talking’ the 
trainee around the circuit and then letting one 
'go solo' when sufficient experience has been 
gained. 

Has there ever been a glider, sailplane pro- 
gram produced for the Amiga? If not, why not? 
The challenge of one’s solo 'Cs' then progressing 
to bronze, silver, gold and the diamonds would 
make an interesting program. 

As with FS2, if scenery disks could be added, 
one could soar over the Alps in wave in an 
attempt to reach record altitudes. The potential 
challenge is almost endless. 

Malcolm Jay, Chingford, London 


Sounds like you could become a real high flier 
in the software world, Malcolm. All you need to 
do is learn how to program! Failing that, why 
not present your ideas to some of the software 
companies? Be very businesslike and make sure 
you don’t end up parting with an outline for a 
sim program for little or no reward. 

As for glider/sailplane programs for the 
Amiga, we don’t know of any existing ones. 
Does anyone else? 


No show for the Scots? 


Can anyone tell me when there will be a com- 
puter exhibition that will be open to the general 
public in Scotland? 

In Glasgow recently there has been a trade 
only computer exhibition. | am sure the comput- 
er hardware and software companies would find 
it to their advantage to have an exhibition that is 
suitable to everyone, similar to those held in 
Wembley in December or Hammersmith in 
January. : 

Why is it that all these public exhibitions are 
only in the London area? Come on, computer 
companies — there are other areas for you to 
show your merchandise. This also applies to the 
computer press. 

| am sure the readers of Amiga Computing 
and other computer magazines will agree with 
me on the above. 

Robert Dalgleish, East Kilbride. 


Yes, Robert, I’m sure they do! Especially the 
many thousands of Scottish ones. The show 
you refer to, which took place in Glasgow at 
the end of February, must obviously be the 
Scottish Computer Show. Unfortunately, this is 
the only major Scottish show we've had any 
details of in recent times. Can anyone advise 
us of any others in the pipeline? We'd be glad 
to print details on our news pages. 


E.M.P.D.L. 


Amiga/ST P.D. Liprary. OPEN 6 Days 9am - 9PM 


EMPDL. STARTER PACK. A 3 disk collection of the most useful utilities 
includes Word Processor, Text Editor, Database, Spreadsheet, Etc. 

EMPDL. BUSINESS PACK. A 4 disk collection of utilities with the small 
business user in mind. Includes Accounts/Stock Control Etc. 

HOME MANAGEMENT PACK. A 2 disk set of the most useful utilities for 
home use. 

TV GRAPHICS. A 2 disk set of backgrounds and fonts for video enthusiasts. 
VIDEO APPLICATIONS. A 2 disk set of video utilities to accompany TV 
Graphics. 

SMOVIE. A utility to display a text file on video in many ways. 

FLEXI BASE. The most versatile database around. 

DADDYKINS 7. Disk salvage DFO-DF1. Plus virus checkers and boot 
utilities. 

DADDYKINS 8. Probably the only word processor disk you will ever need. 
MASTER VIRUS KILLER. The latest and easiest to use Virus Killer. 

LEARN AND PLAY. A 2 disk set for the younger members of the family. 
STAR TREK. TOBIAS RICHTER VERSION. The very best version available. 
AMERICAN STAR TREK. Excellent but needs 1 Meg and 2 drives. 
CHECKERS. The draughts game plus much more. 

DRAGONS CAVE. A brilliant 1/2 Meg game using the "Dungeon Master" 
graphics. 

FISH GAMES SET. A 5 disk collection of the best games from Fred Fish. 
TBAG GAMES. 1 disk with 8 of the best games from the TBAG collection. 
BILLY THE KID. 1 Meg 20 minute animation. 

CHAOS ROCK. Brilliant 1 Meg demo from Brazzle Atkins. 

CHAOS IN MOTION. Fantastic 2 disk demo from Black Dog Productions. 
KYLIE MINOGUE. A 2 disk demo of Kylie's best liked records. 

STUDIO MUSIC. Now a 13 disk set for the all in price of £20.00. 

ANARCHY SYSTEM VIOLATION. The latest and best demo from Anarchy. 
THRASH DEMO. A very good demo for all the Thrash fans. 


ALL OUR DISKS ARE VIRUS FREE AND DESPATCHED BY FIRST CLASS 
POST ON DAY OF RECEIPT AT THE INCLUSIVE PRICE OF £2.50 PER DISK. 


Cheques & P.O.'s payable to: 
E.M.P.D.L. 
54 WATNALL ROAD, 
HUCKNALL, NOTTINGHAM, NG15 7LE. 
0602 630071 


~ C¢ 
M yo* Matrix 


The Matrix is a source of data for the computer musician. Musicians can access 
text, score, coloured graphics, musical performance and NEW INSTRUMENTS for 
their SYNTH from their computer. We currently support the following instruments — 
KORG M1, KAWAI K1/r/m, Roland 'D' Series, Yamaha FB-01, PSS Series, Casio 
CZ & CT and supply new voices, editors & librarians for many others. 


NEW Korg M1 Data Disk — 500+ voices WITH software 
that lets you transmit & receive ALL DATA from M1 to disk only £30. 
ALSO Kawai K1 rm Data Disk — as above for £30. Amiga or ST. 
Amiga Matrix issues 1-3 are available now. Issue 1 has Korg MI] SAMPLES in 
IFF format + 8VST software. Issue 2 has 250+ voices for Roland D5/10/20. 
Issue 3 has FB-01 Editor. From Issue 2 Music-X sequences and Oktalyzer. 
Songs are included 
The Matrix is available for the ST & AMIGA for £10 per issue. 
Or you may buy ANY FOUR ISSUES for £35. 


Prices include P&P costs WORLDWIDE. Please spi computer when ordering. 
Music Matrix 14 Main Street East Wemyss SCOTLAND KY1 4RU 


VISA PHONE (24hrs) 0592 714887 ACCESS 


*® COMPUTERWISE 


Rt BRIGHTON 


- AMIGA SPECIALISTS 


WE HAVE 100s OF SOFTWARE TITLES (MANY ARE NOW 
DISCOUNTED), BOOKS 
AND PERIPHERALS IN STOCK AT ALL TIMES. 
CALL IN TODAY FOR YOURS 
£1000 INSTANT CREDIT AVAILABLE 


@ 0273 674 626 


OPEN 10 AM TO 5.30 PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
44 GEORGE STREET, KEMPTOWN, BRIGHTON 
OPPOSITE THE AMERICAN EXPRESS BUILDING 
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17 Bit Software ..... 


Ace Repairs 
Alternative Image 
Amiga Nuts 


Analogic 
Applied Research Kernel 15 
AMO lcci: csccoeisnssaessvecatstacrenss I.F.C. 
Ashcom 


Office Choice 
Orbital PD 
Original Media 


ee Pandaal 
Checkmate Digital 


Computerwise Brighton 


Penny Lane Video 
Perfect PD 

PLC Computer Supplies 
Play to Win 

Rainbow 
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Games Domain PD.... 18 
George Thompson 
Golden Image 
Goldstar 


Silica Shop 
SK Marketing 
Softmachine 


Strictly PD 
Surface 
Telescan 


Home based Business 
Inpholink 


Intraset Valley PD... ; 


Virgo Developments 
Virus Free PD 
Voltmace 
Waterfront Design... 


Over the past few months we have wondered how parents felt about their children and indeed themselves joining a PD library 
and possibly receiving unsuitable material . . . i.e. Glamour Pics/Offensive language etc . . . so we decided to set up a sub- 
sidiary club where all the disks have been carefully vetted as suitable for all. It is simply going to be called THE JUNIOR PD 
CLUB and is for any age although the Club will be orientated towards the younger end. We have specially compiled a catalogue 
containing about 200 PD titles, 2 demos and a PD game. 
We also have some Pens and Badges with the club name on them, we will send a Pen FREE to all new members. For the under 
16s we will send a Pen AND a Badge FREE of charge. 
What we have to offer is the following: 
@ Only top quality branded disks used.  @ Again, no commitment, No minimum order. 
@ First-class postage/same day despatch. @ All disks £1.75 each. 
We have the following joining offers: 


OFFER A 
Catalogue Disk Plus 
Free Membership Plus 
Free Pen/and Badge 
PRICE: £1.75 


BIT ON THE SIDE 


Public Domain Software 
8 Thorold Place, 
Kirk Sandall, 
Doncaster DN3 INU 


OFFER B 
Catalogue Disk Plus 5 Extra Disks 
Containing Demos, Games & 
Animations + Free cone Badge 
PRICE: £9.0) 


ms 


Tel: 0302-887332 
Fax: 0302-887332 


Access/Visa 
Welcome 


used to announce winners of our 
new monthly competitions and 
offload all that trivial stuff that some- 
how doesn’t fit into the rest of the 
magazine. 

We will also be offloading the 
contents of our magic cupboard to 
any readers who can be bothered 
entering downright pointless compe- 
titions 


Over the last three years we have 
had intermittent trivia sections going 
by various names. First there was 
“Guru’s Haunt” and then the infa- 
mous “Last Blit” 

With so many down-right quirky 
things happening out in Amigaland 
now is as good a time as any to 
introduce a down right silly page. 
Thus you are now reading Rock 
Lobster. We don’t aspire to the dizzy 
depths of other magazine trivia 
columns -- Rock Lobster will be silly 
but not stupid This page will be 


Caught in 
the act! 


In the best tradition of trivia, 
here is the first of many 
Rock Lobster Caption 
Competitions. 

The photo shows freelance . 
genius Nik “Green” Veitch caught in the act 
with horror-star cum computer game celeb Elvira. 

The best caption wins a stunning prize. Any references to silicon valley will 
be laughed at, then disqualified. 

Entries to: Caught in the Act, Rock Lobster, Amiga Computing, Europa House, 
Adlington Park, Adlington, Macclesfield SK10 4NP. 


Now you NTSC it, now you don’t! 


Apologies to our thousands of poor ol' American buddies who have been hav- 
ing problems getting our CoverDisk to co-operate. The reason is a smart little 
utility called ONLYPAL1 which is part of the disk's startup. Its sole purpose in 
life is to reset the Amy if it chooses to boot up in NTSC mode rather than 
Britain’s trusty PAL system. Being American, most USA Amigas take great 
offence to PAL and refuse to boot up in it. This means that our disk just keeps 
rebooting continuously, causing much burring and clicking and little else. 

We will be making alternative arrangements from next month onwards. 
For the moment, if you are a US reader boot with your normal Workbench 
disk. Making the CoverDisk “NTSC friendly” is a simple matter of editing the 
Startup-sequence file in the S: directory and removing the reference to 
ONLYPAL1. 

All you techno-junkies might be interested to know what the PAL and 
NTSC acronyms actually stand for. 

PAL represents Phase Alternate Line, the 625 line TV system used in the UK. 
Most narked American telly junkies will try to persuade you it means Picture 
Always Lousy 

NTSC is the American 525 line system. It's described by most UK TV tech- 
nicians as Never Twice the Same Colour. The true origin of NTSC is the 
National Television Standards Committee. 
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Loopy on Lemmings 
20 Things you probably 


| didn’t want to know 
about Lemmings! 


1 The Oxford Handy Dictionary 
defines a lemming as a small 
arctic rodent reputed in migration to 
rush headlong onto the sea and 
drown. 

2 The original idea for 
Lemmings was a 
Dpaint animation 
drawn by DMA pro- 
grammer Mike Dailly. 

3 The song Syncronicity 2 by the 
Police has a line “Packed like 
Lemmings into shiny metal 
boxes,” 

4 Ideas to include tunes such as 
Mission Impossible, A-Team, 
Scooby Doo, Addams Family etc. 
knocked on the head due to fear of copyright 
problems. 

5 When ST Programmer Brian Watson first saw a lemming exploding he laughed 
so much he fell off his chair! 

6 The first cover drawings for Lemmings proved to be too alien and unfriendly 
looking, so designs were altered to the cute furry creatures in the blue jump 
suits we have come to know and love. 

7 The next word in the dictionary after Lemmings is "Lemon". 

8 The game will probably never be converted to the 2X81. 

9 One level carefully designed by Dave Jones to be extremely hard, turned out 

to be so easy it was considered stupid to include it in the game. 

Trying to sample high pitched squeaky messages that are easy to understand 

is very difficult. Everyone also felt stupid trying it! 

11 The first person to complete the game was a chap in the States who complet- 
ed all the levels in a 20 hour marathon stint. 

12 Contrary to popular belief, Lemmings do not appear in the film “High Noon”. 

13 No Lemming has ever become President of the United States of America, yet. 

14 There are over 330 animations of the little guys. 

15. The enamel Lemmings badges have become a much sought after commodity. 

16 There is a special level in each of the four sections of the game. These are all 
from other Psygnosis games, and should be easily recognisable to most Amiga 
owners. 

17 DMA Design are now working with Amiga 3000’=s as their development 
machines. These are truly excellent machines dudes. 

18 Watch out for the Lemmings band demo coming soon to an Amiga near you. 

19 Lemmings are not cannibals and do not smoke. The guys on the cover of the 
box are only pretending. 

20 Lemmings is undoubtedly the best game ever written for any computer any- 

where, probably. 


Win a Lemming! 


Do you crave your very own cutesy Lemming to float proudly next to 
your monitor? Would you like to win one of the much sought after 
Lemming's enamel badges? Do you have a space on your wardrobe for a 
“Save the Lemmings” sticker? Act now and all your wildest dreams could 
be realised! 

The first 20 people to have their postcard or a sealed down envelope 
float from the mirky depths of the magic sack will be getting some 
Lemmings in the post. 

Send your begging letters to: Lemmings!, Rock Lobster, Amiga 
Computing, Europa House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP 
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Repairs 


FREE 


SOFTWARE 


If something is wrong with your Amiga 
500 or C64, who better to turn to than 
the Commodore National Repair 
Centre. 


For all repairs to your computer, one low 
payment covers diagnosis, repair 
(including parts and labour) and delivery 
back to you. 


And, as a special bonus, you can receive 
a free piece of software if you contact us 
before 4th June 1991. 


The experience and expertise of our 
technicians ensures that your computer 
is repaired to a high standard at a low 
cost. And each repair will be carried out 
within 12 working days! 


To schedule a repair and claim your free 
software, simply call Michelle or 
Matthew on 0733 391234. 


Please be ready to give your name, 
address, computer type, serial number 
and the type of fault. 


The cost is £49.95 for an Amiga 500 
and £39.95 for a C64. Payment can be 
made by cheque, postal order or credit 
card. 


And remember, if you call before 4th 
June you can claim a FREE piece of 
software. 


Commodore National 
Repair Centre 


0733 391234 


FMG House 
Newcombe Way, Orton Southgate 
Peterborough PE2 OSF 
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£49.95 
COVERS 
ANY 


REPAIRS 


Get the most out of your Amiga by adding: 


“The Complete Colour Solution” 


The Worlds ultimate creative leisure product for your 
Amiga. Capture dynamic high resolution images into 
your Amiga in less than one second. 


Images can now be grabbed from either colour 
video camera, home VCR or in fact any still video 
source. The traditional method of holding three 
colour filters in front of your video camera is certainly 
a thing of the past. Because Vidi splits the RGB 
colours electronically there are no focussing or 
movement problems experienced by some of our 
slower competitors. Lighting is also less of an issue 
as light is not being shut out by lens filters. Put all 
this together with an already proven Vidi- 
Amiga/VidiChrome combination and achieve what 
is probably the most consistant and accurate high 
quality 4096 colour images ever seen on the Amiga. 


The colour solution is fully compatible with all 
Amiga’s from a standard A500 to the ultimate A3000. 
No additional RAM is required to get up and running. 


You will see from independant review 
comments that we are undoubtedly their first choice 
and that was before the complete solution was 
launched. If you have just purchased your Amiga 
and are not sure what to buy next, then just read 
the comments or send for full review and demo disk. 


@ Full Palette control. 


PRO tt Fe BEATER PR LIRA 
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*Actual unretouched digitised screenshot* 


Grab mono images from any video 
source 

Capture colour images from any still 
video source. 

Digitise up to 16 mono frames on a 
imeg Amiga. 

Animate 16 shade images at different 
speeds. 

Create windows in both mono & colour. 
Cut & Paste areas from one frame to 
another. 

Hardware and software brightness & 
contrast control. 

Choice of capture resolutions standard 
& Dynamic interlace. 


Add text or draw within art package. 
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